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Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

Sunday, August 16th, 2026 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost & Eleventh Sunday of Matthew        

After-feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos Recovery from Edessa of the Icon of 
Christ Not Made by Hands: ‘The Holy Napkin’ 

First Antiphon 

Shout with joy to God, all the earth, give thanks unto the Lord and call upon His Name.     
Declare His works among the nations. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us! 

In the city of our God, in His holy mountain, His place hath been made in peace, and His 
dwelling in Zion. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and  unto ages of 
ages. Amen. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!  

 هلّلوا لله يا جميع الأرض, اعترفوا لهُ وسبَّحوا لاسمِه.
 بشفاعاتِ والدةِ الإلهِ يا مخلصُ خلصنا!

 في مدينة رب القوات في مدينة إلهنا. صار موضعه بسلام ومسكنه في صهيون.
 بشفاعاتِ والدةِ الإلهِ يا مخلصُ خلصنا!

 المجدُ للآبِ والإبنِ والروحِ القدس، الآنَ وكلَّ أوانٍ وإلى دهرِ الدآهرينَ، آمين.
  بشفاعاتِ والدةِ الإلهِ يا مخلصُ خلصنا!

Second Antiphon 

The Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.  Glorious things are 
spoken of thee, O city of God. 

Save us, O Son of God, Who art Risen from the dead, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

God hath laid her foundation unto eternity.  We have thought, O God, of Thy mercy in the 
midst of Thy people. 

Save us, O Son of God, Who art Risen from the dead, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

The most-high has hallowed His tabernacle. 

Save us, O Son of God, Who art Risen from the dead, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and  unto ages of 
ages. Amen. 
O only-begotten son and word of God…   
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ثَ عَنْكِ بالمَفاخِرِ يا مَدينَةَ الله.  الرَّبُّ يُحِبُّ أَبوابَ صِهْيَونَ أَكْثَرَ مِنْ جَميعِ مَساكِنِ يَعْقوب. لَقَدْ حُدِّ

 خَلِّصْنا يا ابْنَ اِلله، يا مَنْ قامَ مِنْ بَيْنِ الأمْواتِ، لِنُرَتِّلَ لَكَ. هَلِلوييا!
سَها إلى الدهرِ.  يا ألُله رحمَتُكَ في وَسَطِ شَعْبِك.   اُلله أسَّ

لَ لَكَ. هلَِلوييا! صْنا يا ابْنَ اِلله، يا مَنْ قامَ مِنْ بيَْنِ الأمْواتِ، لِنرُتَِّ  خَلِّ
سَ مَسْكَنَهُ.  والعَلِيُّ قَدَّ

لَ لَكَ. هلَِلوييا! صْنا يا ابْنَ اِلله، يا مَنْ قامَ مِنْ بيَْنِ الأمْواتِ، لِنرُتَِّ  خَلِّ
 المجدُ للآبِ والإبنِ والروحِ القدس، الآنَ وكلَّ أوانٍ وإلى دهرِ الدآهرينَ، آمين.

  …يا كلمةَ اِلله الابنِ الوحيد

Third Antiphon 

Ready is my heart, O God, ready is my heart; I will sing and chant in my glory. What shall I 
render to the Lord for all that He hath given me? I will receive the cup of salvation, and call 
upon the Name of the Lord. 

In thy birth-giving, O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling-
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for living thou wast translated into life, being the 
Mother of Life. Wherefore, by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.  
 

اسْمِ وب مُسْتَعِدٌّ قَلْبي يا الله إنَّ قَلْبِيَ لَمُستَعِدٌ. بِماذا أكافئُ الرَّبَّ عَنْ كُلِّ ما أعَْطاني؟ كأسَ الخَلاصِ أَتَناوَلُ 
 الرَّبِّ أدْعو.

لتِ إلى الحَياةِ، بِما أَنَّكِ أُمُّ تقََ في ميلادِكِ حَفِظتِ البتَوليَّةَ وَصُنتِها، وَفي رقُادِكِ ما أهَْملَتِ العالَمَ وَترََكْتِهِ يا والِدَةَ الإلَه. لَأنَّكِ انْ 
  الحَياة. فَبِشَفاعاتِكِ، أَنقِذي مِنَ الموَتِ نفُوسَنا.

Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!  

  هلمُ لنسجد ونركع للمسيح ملكنا والهنا، خلصنا يا ابن الله يا من قام من بين الاموات، لنرتل لك هللويا!

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Two) 

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou 
didst destroy hades with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath 

the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life,   
glory to Thee.    

تَ عِنْدَما انْحَدَرْتَ إلى المَوْت، أيُّها الحَياةُ الذي لا يَموت، حِينَئِذٍ أَمَتَّ الجَحيمَ بِبَرْقِ لاهوتِك. وعِنْدَما أقَمْ 
ماوِيين: أيُّها المَسيحُ الإلهُ، مُعْطي الحَياةِ المَجْدُ   ك. لَ  الأمْواتَ مِنْ تَحْتِ الثَّرى، صَرَخَ نَحْوكَ جَميعُ القُوّاتِ السَّ
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling 
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of 

Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.  

في ميلادِكِ حفِظْتِ البتوليةَ وصنتِها وفي رقادِكِ ما أهمَلْتِ العالمَ وتركتِهِ يا والدةَ الإله. لأنكِ انتقلْتِ إلى 
  .الحياة بما أنك أمُّ الحياة. فبشفاعاتِكِ أنقذي من الموتِ نفوسَنا

Troparion of the Holy Napkin (Tone Two) 

Thy pure image do we venerate, O good One, asking forgiveness of our sins, O Christ our 
God; for by Thine own will Thou didst ascend the Cross in Thy body, to save Thy creatures 

from the bondage of the enemy. Wherefore, with thankfulness we cry aloud to thee: Thou hast 
verily filled all with joy, since Thou didst come, O our Savior, to save the world.  

 بالجَسَدِ فِعَ لِصورَتِكَ الطاهِرَةِ نَسْجُدُ أيُّها الصّالِح، طالِبينَ غُفْرانَ الخَطايا أيُّها المَسيحُ إلهُنا، لأنَّكَ قَبِلْتَ أنْ تَرتَ 
يَ الذينَ خَلَقْتَ مِنْ عُبودِيَّةِ العَدُوّ. لِذلِكَ نَهتِفُ إليكَ بِشُكْرٍ: لَقَدْ مَلََْتَ  ليبِ طَوْعاً، لِتُنَجِّ كُلَّ فَرَحاً يا ال على الصَّ

  مُخَلِّصَنا، إذْ أتَيْتَ لِتُخَلِّصَ العالَم.
Kontakion of the Dormition (Tone Two) 

Verily, the Theotokos, who is ever watchful in intercessions, and whose prayers are never re-
jected, neither tomb nor death could control. But since she is the Mother of Life, He Who 

dwelt in her ever-virgin womb did translate her to life. 

فاعَةِ، والعَوْنُ الَّذي لا يَخيبُ في الحماية، لَمْ تُضْبَطْ في قَبْرٍ ولا في مَوْتٍ، بَلْ كَ  مِّ أُ أُمُّ الإلهِ القَوِيَّةُ في الشَّ
ائِمِ البتوليَّة.    الحَياةِ نَقَلَها إلى الحياةِ إبْنُها الَّذي حَلَّ في حَشاها الدَّ

  The Epistle for the Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

بنَي الرَّبّ. تي وتسَْبِحَتي الرَّبُّ .أدَباً أدَّ  قُوَّ
فَصْلٌ مِنْ رِساالَاةِ الاقِادّياوِ بُاولُاوَ الارَساولِ الأولاى إلاى 

 أهَْلِ كورِنْثوس.
. وهذا هُاوَ  يا إخْوَةُ، إنَّ خاتَمَ رِسالتي هُوَ أنْتُمْ في الرَّبِّ
احْتِجاجي عندَ الذينَ يَفْحَصونَني. ألَعَلَّنا لا سُلطانَ لَاناا 
أنْ نأكُلَ ونَشْرَب؟َ ألَعَلَّنا لا سُلطانَ لنا أنْ نَجُولَ بامْارأةٍ 
أُخْتٍ كسائِرِ الرسُلِ وإخوةِ الرَّبِّ وصَفا؟ أمْ أناا وبَارنااباا 
الَ؟ مَانْ يَاتاَجَانَّادُ قَاطُّ  َِ وحْدَنا لا سُالْاطاانَ لاناا أنْ لا نَشْاتاَ
رِسُ كَرْماً  ولا يأكُلُ مِنْ  َْ  والنفَقَةُ على  نَفسِهِ؟  مَنْ يَ

The Lord is my strength and my song. 
With chastisement hath the Lord chastened 
me. 
The Reading from the First Epistle of 
St. Paul to the Corinthians. (9:2-12) 
Brethren, the seal of my apostleship are you 
in the Lord. My defense to those who would 
examine me is this: Do we have no authority 
regarding what to eat and what to drink? Do 
we have no authority to lead about a wife, 
who is a sister, as the rest of the apostles, 
even as the brethren of the Lord, and 
Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and I who 
have no authority to refrain from working? 
Which soldier ever served at his own         
expense? Who plants a vineyard and does 
not eat the fruit thereof? Or who shepherds  a  
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ثَمَرِهِ؟ أو مَنْ يَرْعى قَطيعاً ولا يأكُالُ مِانْ لَابَانِ الاقَاطاياع؟ 
ألَعَلّي أتَكَلّمُ بِهذا بِاحَاسَابِ الاباشاريَّاةِ؟ أَمْ لايْاوَ الانااماوسُ 
أيضاً يقولُ هذا؟ فإِنَّهُ كُتِبَ في ناموسِ موسى "لا تاَكُامَّ 
امُاهُ الاثاياران؟ أَمْ قاالَ ذلِاكَ مان  ثَوْراً دارِساً." ألعلَّ اُلله تُهِّ
أجلِنا لا محالةَ؟ بَلْ إنَّما كُتِبَ من أجالِاناا. لأنَّاهُ يَانْابَاَاي 
لِلْحارِثِ أَنْ يَحْرُثَ على الرَّجاءِ، ولِلدارِسِ على الارَّجااءِ 
أنْ يَكونَ شريكاً في الرَّجاء. إنْ كُنّا نَحْنُ قَدْ زَرَعْنا لَكُمْ 
الاااروحِااايَّااااتِ، أَفَااايَاااكاااونُ عَاااظااايااامااااً أنْ نَاااحْاااصُااادَ مِااانْاااكُااامُ 
الجسادِيَّاات؟ إنْ كاانَ آخَارونَ يَشْاتارِكاونَ فاي السالاطاانِ 
عاالاايااكُاام، أفَاالَااسْاانااا نااحاان أَوْلااى؟ لَااكِاانَّااا لَاامْ نَسْااتاَاعْاامِاالْ هَااذا 
لطانَ، بَلْ نَحْتَمِلُ كُلَّ شيءٍ لِئَّالا نُسَابِّابَ تاَعْاوياقااً ماا  السُّ

 لِبِشارَةِ المَسيح. 

flock and does not eat from the milk of the 
flock? Do I speak of these things according 
to human nature? Or does not the Law say 
the same also?  For it is written in the Law of 
Moses: “Thou shalt not muzzle an ox which 
treads out the grain.”  Is it for oxen that God 
cares, or does He say it altogether for our 
sakes? Indeed, for our sakes it was written: 
because he who plows ought to plow in 
hope, and he who threshes in hope, so that 
the same might partake in hope. If we have 
sown in you spiritual things, is it a great mat-
ter if we should reap your carnal things? If 
others are partakers of this authority over 
you, are we not even more? Nevertheless, we 
have not made use of this authority, but we 
endure all things, in order that we may cause 
no hindrance to the gospel of Christ.  

  The Gospel for the Eleventh Sunday of Matthew 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel          
according to St. Matthew. (18:23-35) 

The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom 
of heaven may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his servants. 
When he began the reckoning, one was 
brought to him who owed him ten thousand 
talents; and as he could not pay, his lord      
ordered him to be sold, with his wife and  
children and all that he had, and payment to 
be made. So the servant fell on his knees,   
imploring him, ‘Lord, have patience with me, 
and I will pay you everything.’ And out of 
pity for him the lord of that servant released 
him and forgave him the debt. But that same 
servant, as he went out, came upon one of his 
fellow servants who owed him a hundred    
denarii; and seizing him by the throat he said, 
‘Pay what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell 
down and besought him, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and went 
and put  him in prison until he should pay  the  

 

ينتِ مَنن ني ايْ ن نينلِن ِ   ِّند  فَصْلٌ شَريفٌ مِننْ ِِاناةَِ  الن
 البَايرِ والنِ لْميذِ الطاهِر. 

قالَ الرَّبُّ هَذا المَثل: يُشْبِهُ ملكاوتُ السامااواتِ إنساانااً 
اا بَادَأَ باالاماحااساباةِ،  مَلِكاً أرادَ أنْ يُاحااسِابَ عابايادَهُ. فَالَامَّ
َِ وزنااةٍ. وإذْ لَاامْ  أُحضِاارَ إلاايااهِ واحِاادٌ عاالاايااهِ عشْاارَةُ آلا
ياكُاانْ لَااهُ مااا يُااوفِااي، أَمَاارَ ساايِّادُهُ أنْ يُااباااَ  هااو واماارأَتاُاهُ 
وأولادُهُ وكُاالُّ مااا لااهُ ويُااوفَااى عاانااهُ. فَااخَاارَّ ذلِااكَ الااعاابْاادُ 
لْ عَلَيَّ فأُوفِيكَ كلَّ ماا لَاكَ. فَارَقَّ  ساجداً له قائِلًا: تَمَهَّ
سَايِّادُ ذلِااكَ الاعابْاادِ وأطْالَاقَااهُ، وَتاَرَكَ لَااهُ الادَيْان. وباعادَ مااا 
خَرَجَ ذلِكَ العبْدُ، وَجَدَ عبْداً مِنْ رُفَقائِهِ مدْيوناً لَهُ بامائَاةِ 
دياانااارٍ، فااأمْسَااكَااهُ وأخَااذَ يَااخْاانُااقُااهُ قااائِاالًا: أوْفِاانااي مااا لااي 
عاالاايْااكَ. فَااخَاارَّ ذلِااكَ الااعاابْاادُ عاالااى قاادمَاايْااهِ، وطَاالَاابَ إلاايْااهِ 
، فأُوفيكَ كُلَّ ما لَكَ. فَأَبَى، وَمَضَاى  لْ عَلَيَّ قائِلًا: تَمَهَّ
ااا رأى  يْاان. فاالَاامَّ وَطَاارَحَااهُ فااي السااجْاانِ حااتااى يُااوفِاايَ الاادَّ
 رُفَقاؤُهُ  ما كانَ،  حَزِنُوا  جِدّاً وجاءُوا  فأَعْلَمُوا سيِّدَهُمْ 
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Churching 

Zaydan 

David & Lina Sweis 

Congratulations! 

  Upcoming Services & Events 

Date Time Event 
8/16/2026 8:25am Prayers before Holy Communion  

 8:45am Orthros  

 10:00am Divine Liturgy  

8/17/2026 6:00pm YAM Pickleball Tournament  

8/18/2026 9:00am Orthros 

 7:00pm Choir Practice 

8/19/2026 8:30am Orthros 

 10:00am Arabic Bible Study 

 6:00pm Paraklesis 

8/20/2026 9:00am Orthros 
8/21/2026 9:00am Orthros 

8/22/2026 10:00am Annual Humanitarian Walk & BBQ  
 5:00pm Great Vespers 
 6:00pm Compline with Canon for Holy Communion  

6 Month Memorial 

Lily Sweiss 

Memory Eternal! 

debt. When his fellow servants saw what had 
taken place, they were greatly distressed, and 
they went and reported to their lord all that 
had taken place. Then his lord summoned him 
and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I      
forgave you all that debt because you          
besought me; and should not you have had 
mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy 
on you?’ And in anger his lord delivered him 
to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 
So also My heavenly Father will do to every 
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother 
from your heart.”  

 

بِكُلِّ ما كان. حينئِذٍ دَعاهُ سَيِّادُهُ وقاالَ لَاهُ: أَيُّاهاا الاعَابْادُ 
الشرّيرُ! كُلُّ ماا كاانَ عالاياكَ تاَرَكْاتاُهُ لَاكَ لأنَّاكَ طَالَابْاتَ 
. أفمَاَ كانَ يَنْبََي لَكَ أنْ تَرْحَمَ أَنْاتَ أيضااً رفاياقَاكَ  إلَيَّ
بايانَ  كَما رَحِمْتُكَ أنا؟ وَغَضِبَ سيِّدُهُ، وَدَفَعَهُ إلى الماعاذِّ
حتى يُوفِيَ جميعَ ما لاهُ عالاياهِ. فاهَاكَاذا أباي السامااويُّ 
يَصْنَعُ بِكُمْ إنْ لَمْ تَتْرُكوا مِنْ قُالاوبِاكُامْ كُالُّ واحِادٍ لأخاياهِ 

 زلاَّتِه. 

3rd & 9th Day Memorial 

Nahla Rihani 

Memory Eternal! 
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https://pci.jotform.com/form/262165462869165
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St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church 

 11
th

 Annual Humanitarian Walk 
 
 

Saturday August 22
nd

, 2026 
10:00am – 2:00pm 

 
 

Hecht Park  
9310 Birch Ave., Mokena, Il 60448 

 
Gold Sponsors - $1,000 

 Recognition at event as Gold Sponsor. 
 Sponsor will receive 5 T-shirts for team members to participate in the walk 

and recognition as Sponsor on T-shirt. 
 
 

Silver Sponsors - $500 

 Recognition at the event as Silver Sponsor. 
 Sponsor will receive 3 T-shirts for team members to participate in the walk 

and recognition as Sponsor on T-shirt.  

 

Bronze Sponsors - $250 

 Recognition at the event as Bronze Sponsor. 
 Sponsor will receive 2 T-shirts for team members to participate in the walk 

and recognition as Sponsor on T-shirt.  
 
 

Click Here 
 

to sponsor the walk 
 

or see Shireen Salman or Fr. Mousa 
 
 

 

https://form.jotform.com/241725190321953
https://pci.jotform.com/form/241725190321953
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Weekly Synaxarion 

 On August 16 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we com-
memorate the Recovery from Edessa to Constantinople of the 
Icon of Christ Not Made by Hands, known as ‘The Holy Nap-
kin.’ Prince Avgar of Edessa sent a portrait-painter, Ananias, 
to Palestine with a letter to Christ our Savior, in which he 
begged the Lord to come and heal him of his leprosy. In the 
event that Lord was unable to come, the prince commanded 
Ananias to paint His likeness and bring it, believing that the 
portrait would heal him. The Lord replied that he could not 
come, as the time of His Passion was at hand. Our Savior took 
a napkin and wiped His face, leaving a perfect reproduction of 
His most pure face on it. The Lord gave this napkin to Anani-
as, with a message that the prince would be healed by it, but 
not entirely, and He would later send him an envoy that would 
rid him of the remainder of the disease. Receiving the napkin, 
Avgar kissed it and the leprosy fell from his body, with just a 
little remaining on his face. Later, the Apostle Thaddaeus 
came to Avgar, fully healed him and baptized him. Then the 
prince smashed the idols that stood at the city’s gateway and 
placed the napkin with the face of Christ above the entrance, 
stuck onto wood, surrounded with a gold frame and ornament-
ed with pearls. The city eventually fell to Arab conquest, and 
the Holy Napkin was translated to Constantinople in 944. On 
this day, we also commemorate the Martyrs Diomedes the 
physician of Tarsus in Cilicia and Alkiviades. By the interces-
sions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy on us. Amen.  


