Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, June 21st, 2026
Third Sunday after Pentecost

& Third Sunday of Matthew
Martyr Julian of Tarsus; Martyr Aphrodisius of Cilicia; New-martyr Nikita of Nisyros near
Rhodes

Entrance Hymn

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Two)

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou
didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath
the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life,
glory to Thee.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone Two)

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most con-
stant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good
one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou
to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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The Epistle for the Third Sunday after Pentecost

The Lord is my strength and my song.

With chastisement hath the Lord chastened
me.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul
to the Romans. (5:1-10)

Brethren, having been justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Through him also we have obtained
our access by faith to this grace in which we
stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of
God. And not only so, but we also boast in
our tribulations, knowing that tribulation
produces patience; and patience produces
character, and character produces hope, and
hope does not put to shame, because the love
of God has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit which has been given
to us. For while we were still weak, in due
season Christ died for the ungodly. For
scarcely for a righteous man will one die,
though perhaps for a good man one would
even dare to die. But God shows his own
love toward us in that while we were yet sin-
ners Christ died for us. Much more then, be-
ing now justified by his blood, through him
shall we be saved from the wrath. For if we
were reconciled to God through the death of
his Son, while we were enemies, much more,
being reconciled, we will be saved by his
life.
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The Gospel for Third Sunday of Matthew

The Reading from the Holy Gospel accord-
ing to St. Matthew. (6:22-33)

The Lord said, “The eye is the lamp of the
body. So, if your eye is sound, your whole
body will be full of light; but if your eye is
evil, your whole body will be full of darkness.
If then the light in you is darkness, how great
is the darkness! No one can serve two mas-
ters; for either he will hate the one and love
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the other, or he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and
mammon. Therefore, I tell you, do not be anx-
ious about your life, what you shall eat or
what you shall drink; nor about your body,
what you shall put on. Is not the soul more
than food, and the body more than clothing?
Look at the birds of heaven: they neither sow
nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of
more value than they? And which of you by
being anxious can add one cubit to his stat-
ure? And why are you anxious about cloth-
ing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they
grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you,
even Solomon himself in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these. But if God so
clothes the grass of the field, which today is
alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven,
will He not much more clothe you, O men of
little faith? Therefore, do not be anxious, say-
ing, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gen-
tiles seek all these things; and your heavenly
Father knows that you need them all. But seek
first His kingdom and His righteousness, and
all these things shall be yours as well.”
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Removal of Crowns

John and Laura Sweis
Congratulations!




Upcoming Services & Events

Date Time Event
6/21/2026 8:25am  [Prayers before Holy Communion
8:45am  |Orthros
10:00am  |Divine Liturgy
6/23/2026 9:00am  |Orthros
5:40pm  [Prayers before Holy Communion
6:00pm  |Liturgy for the Nativity of St John the Baptist
6/24/2026 10:00am  |Arabic Bible Study
6:00pm  [SOYO Night
6:00pm  |Paraklesis
6/25/2026 9:00am  |Orthros
6:00pm |YAM Softball Game
6/26/2026 9:00am  |Orthros
6/27/2026 5:00pm |Great Vespers
6:00pm  |Compline with Canon for Holy Communion
6:30pm  [Bible study




ST. MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH

SOYO NIGHT
SUMMER LINE-UP

PAINT WARS
(BRING A PLAIN WHITE T-SHIRT)

JUNE
10 WED

WED BONFIRE NIGHT &
OUTDOOR GAMES

JUNE wep | PICKLEBALL

24 TOURNAMENT

TRIVIA NIGHT &
@ "2 DINNER

JULY  wep SOCCER
15 TOURNAMENT

weo  SURPRISE
GUEST SPEAKER!

WEDNESDAYS 6PM-9PM
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and enjoy breakfast at church!
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A new ministry for our beloved elders and
grandparents! Contact the church office with
any questions.
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4 Deanery of Chicago Presents

cnjoy a swmuner cookout with your
extended church family, filled with food,

sports, and activities for all ages! “~

12:00 PM - 06:00 PM
SATURDAY, JULY 11

> Y
Great Vespers at 5:00 PM in the park!
Entry is free, but bring cash/card for food to "‘

support the event & deanery! Bring the whole
family & chairs/blankets to enjoy the park!

Brezina Woods (Grove #2),

Sign up to N La Grange Rd, La Grange Park, IL 60526 3
Volunteer!




ST MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH presents

i ANNUAL GULF OUTING

Green Garden Country Club — Frankfort, IL

SEPTEMBER 19, 2026  8AM - 5PM

Sponsorship opportunities and registration b \6’/
information to follow. N0 =

Please join us in making this a successful event! {yﬂ
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A PORTION OF PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT: -

SAVE THE DATE!




Week]g i)gnaxarion

On June 21 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we com-
memorate the holy Martyr Julian of Tarsus. Of a noble
senatorial family, Julian was only 18 years old when he
was taken to trial for the Faith. But Julian was already
educated and resolute in Christian faith and devotion.
The imperial governor took him from city to city for a
whole year, torturing him all the while and attempting
to persuade him to renounce Christ. The governor
seized Julian’s mother and sent her to urge her son to
renounce Christ. She spent three days in prison with
him, giving him precisely the opposite advice, teaching
him to go to his death with courage and gratitude to
God. His torturers then sewed Julian into a sack of
sand with scorpions and snakes and threw him into the
sea, and his mother also died under torture. The waves
carried Julian’s body onto the shore, and the faithful
took it to Alexandria, where they buried it in 290. His
relics were later taken to Antioch. On this day, we also
commemorate the Martyr Aphrodisius of Cilicia; and
New-martyr Nikita of Nisyros near Rhodes. By the in-
tercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy
upon us. Amen.




