Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, May 17th, 2026

Sixth Sunday of Pascha: Sunday of the Blind Man
Apostles Andronikos and Junia of the Seventy; Athanasios the New, bishop of Christianopolis

First Antiphon

Shout with joy to God, all the earth. Sing to His name; give glory to His praises.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior save us!

Say to God: How awesome are Thy works; let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to Thee.
Let it sing a song to Thy Name, O Most High.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior save us!
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of

ages. Amen.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior save us!
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Second Antiphon

May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and may He cause His face to shine upon us, and

have mercy on us.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to thee, Alleluia!

That thy way may be known upon earth, Thy salvation among all nations; let the peoples give
thanks to Thee, O God, let all the peoples give thanks to Thee.

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to thee, Alleluia!

May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear Him.

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to thee, Alleluia!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of

ages. Amen.
O only-begotten Son, etc.
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Third Antiphon

Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered, and let them that hate Him flee from before
His face.
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death; and upon those in the tombs, bestowing life!

As smoke vanishes, let them vanish; as wax melteth before the fire.
Christ is risen, etc.

So let sinners perish at the presence of God, and let the righteous be glad.
Christ is risen, etc.

This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad therein.
Christ is risen, etc.
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Entrance Hymn (Tone Two)

In the gathering places, bless ye God the Lord from the springs of Israel. O Son of God, Who
didst rise from the dead, save us, who sing unto thee. Alleluia.
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Five)

Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of
the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer
death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.

sD3) G aslall ol a3 s EY) 8 g3l U (golusall (ARl 38 (pnagall (AT Fiadl
) 43l S35l gy «Sigall daidng cculiall e 3l G aaall 52 48 (DAl




Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.

) i) Gy aly) sally L axig allell claal Lo lils) g Lgiieas Rl codain iDL
s Cigall (e (53 cbile ladid L slal) 41 Gl Ly sLal)

Kontakion of Pascha (Tone Eight)

Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the
power of Hades, and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing women,
Rejoice, and giving peace unto Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the
fallen.
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Epistle for Sunday of the Blind Man

Thou, O Lord, shalt keep us and preserve us.
Save me, O Lord, for the godly man is no
more.

The Reading from the Acts of the Holy
Apostles. (16:16-34)

In those days, while we the apostles were
going to the place of prayer, we were met by
a slave girl who had a spirit of divination,
who brought her masters much gain by
soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, and
cried out saying: “These men are servants of
the Most High God, who proclaim to us the
way of salvation.” And she did this for many
days. But Paul was annoyed, and turned and
said to the spirit: “I charge you in the Name
of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it
came out that very hour. But when her
masters saw that the hope of their gain was
gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged
them into the marketplace before the rulers;
and when they had brought them to the
magistrates, they said: “These men are
disturbing our city, and they, being Jews, are
setting forth customs which are not lawful
for us to receive or observe, since we are Ro-
mans.” The multitude then rose up together
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against them, and the magistrates tore their
garments off them, and commanded to beat
them with rods. And when they had inflicted
many stripes upon them, they cast them into
prison, charging the jailer to keep them safe-
ly. Having received such a charge, he cast
them into the inner prison, and fastened their
feet in the stocks. But about midnight Paul
and Silas were praying and singing hymns to
God, and the prisoners were listening to
them, and suddenly there was a great earth-
quake, so that the foundations of the prison
were shaken; and immediately all the doors
were opened and every one’s fetters were un-
fastened. And the jailer, being roused out of
sleep and seeing the prison doors open, drew
his sword and was about to kill himself, sup-
posing that the prisoners had escaped. But
Paul cried out with a loud voice saying: “Do
not harm yourself, for we are all here.” And
he called for lights and rushed in, and fell
down before Paul and Silas trembling with
fear, and brought them out and said:
“Masters, what must I do to be saved?”” And
they said: “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ,
and you will be saved, you and your house-
hold.” And they spoke the word of the Lord
to him, and to all who were in his house. And
he took them the same hour of the night, and
washed their stripes, and was baptized, he
and his entire household. Then he brought
them up into his house, and set food before
them, and rejoiced greatly, with his entire
house, in that he had believed in God.
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Gospel for the Sunday of the Blind Man

The Reading from the Holy
according to St. John. (9:1-38)

At that time, when Jesus was passing, he saw
a man blind from his birth. And His disciples
asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or
his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus
answered, “It was not that this man sinned,

Gospel
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or his parents, but that the works of God
might be made manifest in him. I must work
the works of Him who sent Me, while it is
day; night comes, when no one can work. As
long as I am in the world, I am the light of
the world.” As he said this, he spat on the
ground and made clay of the spittle and
anointed the man’s eyes with the clay, saying
to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam,”
which means “Sent.” So he went and washed
and came back seeing. The neighbors and
those who had seen him before as a beggar,
said, “Is not this the man who used to sit and
beg?” Some said, “It is he;” others said, “No,
but he 1s like him.” He said, “I am the man.”
They said to him, “Then how were your eyes
opened?” He answered, “The man called Je-
sus made clay and anointed my eyes and said
to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so I went
and washed and received my sight.” They
said to him, “Where 1s he?” He said, “I do
not know.” They brought to the Pharisees the
man who had formerly been blind. Now it
was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay
and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again
asked him how he had received his sight.
And he said to them, “He put clay on my
eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Some of the
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God,
for He does not keep the Sabbath.” But oth-
ers said, “How can a man who is a sinner do
such signs?” There was a division among
them. So they again said to the blind man,
“What do you say about Him, since He has
opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a proph-
et.” The Jews did not believe that he had
been blind and had received his sight, until
they called the parents of the man who had
received his sight, and asked them, “Is this
your son, who you say was born blind? How
then does he now see?” His parents an-
swered, “We know that this is our son, and
that he was born blind; but how he now sees
we do not know, nor do we know who
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he
will speak for himself.” His parents said this
because they feared the Jews, for the Jews
had already agreed that if anyone should
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confess him to be Christ, he was to be put
out of the synagogue. Therefore, his parents
said, “He is of age, ask him.” So for the sec-
ond time they called the man who had been
blind, and said to him, “Give God the praise;
we know that this man is a sinner.” He an-
swered, “Whether he 1s a sinner, I do not
know; one thing I know, that though I was
blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What
did He do to you? How did He open your
eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you
already, and you would not listen. Why do
you want to hear it again? Do you too want
to become His disciples?” And they reviled
him, saying, “You are His disciple, but we
are disciples of Moses. We know that God
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we
do not know where He comes from.” The
man answered, “Why, this 1s a marvel! You
do not know where He comes from, and yet
He opened my eyes. We know that God does
not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a wor-
shiper of God and does His will, God listens
to him. Never since the world began has it
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a
man born blind. If this man were not from
God, He could do nothing.” They answered
him, “You were born in utter sin, and would
you teach us?” And they cast him out. Jesus
heard that they had cast him out, and having
found him He said, “Do you believe in the
Son of God?”” He answered, “And who is He,
Sir, that [ may believe in Him?” Jesus said to
him, “You have seen Him, and it is He who
speaks to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe.”
And he worshiped Him.
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Megalynarion for Pascha (Tone One)
The Angel cried unto her that is full of grace.: O pure Virgin, rejoice, and again I say, rejoice;
for thy Son hath arisen from the grave on the third day.
Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord hath arisen upon thee; dance now and
be glad, O Zion, and do thou exult, O pure Theotokos, in the arising of Him Whom thou didst

bear.
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Koinonikon (Communion Hymn) of Pascha (Tone Eight)
Receive ye the body of Christ; taste ye the Fountain of immortality.

2
.

.!55}.3 ti_l}a;y L..S‘ﬂ‘ E}.\.\é&b cjﬁ @w.fd\ .3.&.\5

Instead of “We have seen the true light,” sing “Christ is Risen” ONCE.

Wedding
@3 William Rojas
and
Allycia Garcia
Congratulations!




Upcoming Services & Events

Date Time Event
5/17/2026 8:25am  [Prayers before Holy Communion
8:45am  |Orthros
10:00am  |Divine Liturgy
10:00am  |Sunday School
5/19/2026 9:00am  |Orthros
4:45pm  |Paschal Office
5:00pm  [Vespers for Leave-Taking of Pascha
6:00pm  |Orthros for Leave-Taking of Pascha
7:00pm |Divine Liturgy for Leave-Taking of Pascha
5/20/2026 10:00am  |Arabic Bible Study
3:15pm  [Prayers before Holy Communion
3:30pm  |Compline with Canon before Holy Communion
4:00pm  |Great Vespers w/ Artoklasia
5:00pm  |Orthros
6:00pm  |Divine Liturgy for Ascension
6:00pm  |SOYO Night
5/22/206 9:00am  |Orthros
6:00pm  |Antiochian Women Meeting
5/23/2026 12:00pm  [YAM Picnic & Fishing
5:00pm |Great Vespers
6:00pm  |Compline with Canon for Holy Communion
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Intentional meg
& Stewardship of
God's Gifts

Saturday, May 16%
10:00am - 3: 50

All ladies are 1nvited to join us for a women’s
retreat led by Molly & Cynthia from Filled with Less.
The day will include lunch and the retreat will be made
up of the following four sessions:

1. Living with Intention & Simplicity
2. Stewardship of His Temple (Health & God’s Design)
3. Cultivating Inner Peace

4. Intentional Time Management

to ugn up, howeve1 we kmdly eneomage everyone
to make a donation to help offset the costs. It 1s
greatly appreciated.

St. Mary Or thodox Church ““““E!Z'il\lf’ili’ff{
Palos Heights, I1.



https://form.jotform.com/261045922568158
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Fellowship of St. Simeon t}}e Elder

St. Mary'’s is pleased to introduce a ministry
for our grandparents and elders!

Thursday, May 28™ | 1:00pm-5:00pm

Join us for a beautiful afternoon of coffee, tea,
& knafeh with good company!
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"~ SAINT MARY
ORTHODOX CHURCH

PALOS HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS

ST, MARY"’S
SUMMER FEST

June 4™ - 7" 2026
6330 W. 127" St., Palos Heights, IL

Live Bands
Carnival
Games
Food

S
Byzantine Concert @‘Zﬁé@@
Church Tours Ofray g,




FOR THOSE WE'VE LOST TO CANCER

FOR THOSE THAT CONTINUE THE FIGHT
AND FOR THOSE WHO ARE SURVIVORS

5TH ANNUAL EVENT HOSTED BY
ST. SPYRIDON PHILOPTOCHOS

[ET’S WALK AS ONE IN
THE FIGHT AGRINST

SATURDAY, JUNE 13, 2026

ALL AGES WELCOMED!

\
10 AM - PARAKLESIS AGAINST CANCER | LUNCHEON

11 AM - ONE MILE WALK | 12:30 PM: FILOTIMO

|
1:0 ST. NEKTARIOS in memoty fo those we've bost to cancer | c St. Sp).'”dg 5
ﬁ s ca,uouf? ﬁ? m'? S We will walk the sidewalk from ommunity Lenter
St. Spyridon to St. Mary Orthodox Church | #axating the sutrtvass of cancet

Hosted by

(127th & Ridgeland) for a St. Spyridon Philoptochos

oy Memorial Service within their church and
4 walk back to St. Spyridon.

Join us by donating via the QR code Cllck on the Tlthe ly button, O H‘A&'_t' :
choose Cancer Walk Philoptoc hos in the drop-down menu .-'Z: FE el
or submlt the form on the reverse slcle 7




DIOCESE OF TOLEDO AND THE MIDWEST
PARISH LIFE CONFERENCE 2026

JUNE 17-21, 2026
BEST WESTERN PLUS STRONGSVILLE/CLEVELAND

15471 ROYALTON RD, STRONGSVILLE, OH 44136

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP,
WORKSHOPS,

FELLOWSHIP AND
FUN!

GROUP RATE.

$115.00
(DEADLINE MAY 18TH)

PLUS:

- BIBLE BOWL

- VBS

- TEEN EVENTS

- YOUNG ADULT
GROUP W/ FR.
ANTHONY YALZGE

REGISTER

HOSTED BY.
ST. MATTHEW CHURCH
(NORTH ROYALTON, OH)

G ‘ f u\-"‘l“
FR. JEREMY DAVIS FR. PAUL ABERNATHY KRIS HOWARD ROBERT SNYDER

ARCH. VICAR OF THE KEYNOTE SPEAKER DIRECTOR OF DIRECTOR OF

DIOCESE OF TOLEDO SACRED MUSIC CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
& THE MIDWEST




ST MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH presents

i ANNUAL GULF OUTING

Green Garden Country Club — Frankfort, IL

SEPTEMBER 19, 2026  8AM - 5PM

Sponsorship opportunities and registration b \6’/
information to follow. N0 =

Please join us in making this a successful event! {yﬂ

~~
A PORTION OF PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT: -

SAVE THE DATE!




Week]g i)gnaxarion

On May 17 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we com-
memorate Apostles Andronikos and Junia of the Seven-
ty; and Athanasios the New, bishop of Christianopolis.
On this day, the sixth Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate
the miracle wrought by our Lord and God and Savior Je-
sus Christ upon the man who was blind from his birth.
The Savior met this man, born blind and incurable after
every human effort, while leaving the Temple on the
Sabbath. Saints John Chrysostom, Basil the Great and
Irenaeus teach that the man was born without eyeballs.
Jesus spat into the dirt, made clay, rubbed it in his eye
sockets and told him to wash in the pool of Siloam, a fa-
mous water spring in Jerusalem. The Savior did not send
him there because his eye sockets were filled with clay,
nor did the pool have healing power, but instead to test
his faith and obedience. Jesus fashioned the eyes of the
blind man from the dirt as God fashioned man from the
dirt. The blind man proclaimed that Jesus healed him,
but this confession caused him to be cast out by the ene-
mies of the truth. Even his own parents would not de-
fend him. However, the blind man followed Jesus from
that moment forward. By Thine infinite mercy, O Christ
our God, Giver of light, have mercy on us. Amen.
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