Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phoneg(708) 2390004 | Fax(708) 2216449 | www.stmaryoc.org office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : MondayFriday 10:00ar3:00pm

Sunday, February 22nd, 2026
Sunday of Forgiveness (Cheese Fare)

Uncovering of the Seven Martyrso relics

Martyr Anthusa and her twelve servants

Entrance Hymn
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O Thou Who guidest to wisdom, and gi velst

the i gnorant, and Helper of the poor, §$t

Give me wor d, O Word of th Fat her ; for
Thee, O merci ful One, have mer cy
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Upcoming Services & Events

Date

Time

Event

2/22/2026

8:15am

Prayers before Holy Communion

8:45am

Orthros

10:00am

Divine Liturgy

10:00am

Sunday School

12:00pm

Cheese Manakish Sale

5:00pm

Forgiveness Vespers with Parish Pizza Night

2/23/2026

6:30pm

Great Compline w/ Canon of St. Andrew

2/24/2026

9:00am

Orthros

6:00pm

Byzantine Music Class

6:30pm

Great Compline w/ Canon of St. Andrew

2/25/2026

8:45am

Prayers before Holy Communion

9:00am

Pre-Sanctified Liturgy

10:00am

Arabic Bible Study

6:30pm

Great Compline w/ Canon of St. Andrew

6:30pm

SOYO Night

2/26/2026

9:00am

Orthros

6:30pm

Great Compline w/ Canon of St. Andrew

2/27/2026

8:45am

Prayers before Holy Communion

9:00am

Family Night and Adult Education with Fr Jeremy Davis

7:00pm

SOYO Girls Overnight Retreat

7:00pm

1st Akathist {ollowed by fellowship and refreshmets

2/28/2026

9:45am

Prayers before Holy Communion

10:00am

Divine Liturgy for First Saturday of Lent

10:00am

Arabic School

5:00pm

Great Vespers

6:00pm

Compline with Canon for Holy Communion

6:30pm

Bible Study




His Eminence 2 \ By . Archbishop of New York
The Most Reverend and Metropolitan of
Metropolitan SABA ; = All North America

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA
Prot. no.: 021/2026
Great Lent, 2026

“To give to the poor is to lend to God; He will repay you abundantly.” — St. Gregory of Nyssa
TO BE READ FROM THE PULPIT AND PRINTED IN THE BULLETIN
Beloved Hierarchs, Clergy, and Faithful of our Archdiocese,
Greetings in the name of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Chust!

As we approach the holy season of Great Lent, we are reminded of the words of our Lord:
“For I was bungry and you gave Me food, I was thirsty and you gave Me drink...” (Matthew 25:35).
These words call us to a life of mercy and compassion, especially during this time of spiritual
renewal.

For the 5224 year, our Archdiocese once again commences the Lenten Food for Hungry
People and Charitable Outreach Campaign, a vital mimstry that extends Christ’s love to
those in need. Through your generosity, countless families and individuals—both within our
communities and throughout the woild—receive nourishment, hope, and digmty.

I urge every pansh and every faithful Orthodox Chustian to participate wholeheartedly in thas
sacred effort. This year especially, your contributions will provide concentrated support to
tood programs and humanitarian initiatives in local parishes and communities that show the
Gospel in action.

At the same time, let us not stop with simply giving a monetary donation, but let us reflect on
the words of St. John Chrysostom: “Many can give money to those in need, but to personally
serve the needy readily, out of love, and 1n a fraternal spint, requires a truly great soul.” Let us
offer not only from our matenal abundance, but also from our hearts and our very beings to
serve the poor, remembering that true fasting is inseparable from acts of charnty.

Please make your donations through your local parish. As we prepare for and eagerly await
the Paschal Feast on April 12, let us transform our fasting into a feast of love for our brothers
and sisters who hunger and thirst each and every day of the year.

May the Lord bless your Lenten journey with strength and grace, and may your offerings
become a source of light and life for those in need.

With paternal love in Christ,

/S el

+SABA
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

358 Mountain Road, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
(201) 871-1355 T Archdiocese@antiochian org  (201) 871-7954 F
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Upcoming Events

BIBLE STUDY SAT A
FEBRUARY 28™

YAM DEANERY MONASTERY TRIP
MARCH 28™




GREAT LENT 2026

SI. MARY SOYO
UPCOMING EVENTS

( 2/22 ) ( FORGIVENESS SUNDAY VESPERS & PIZZA NIGHT )

( 2/23 ) ( Furst Day of Great Lent

( 2/25 ) C SOYO NIGHT (6:30PM - 9:30PM)

(2/27 28) ( SOYO GIRLS OVERNIGHT RETREAT

( 3/4 ) ( SOYO NIGHT (6:30PM - 9:30PM)

( 31 ) C SOYO NIGHT (6:30PM - 930PM)

( 314 ) C LENTEN RETREAT WITH BISHOP ANTHONY

i Bt (0 318 ) ( sovo NIGHT(63(“7PM 939@1\4) il g




NATIONAL
ORTHODOX

Join us in supporting our local pregnancy resource
center, which helps mothers in crisis pregnancies
choose life for their unborn children.

Now through the end of March we will be collecting the following
items, which can be dropped off in the crib located in front of the

front office.

o Diapers (Size NB, 4, 5, 6, 2T-3T & 3T-4T pull-ups)
« Baby Wipes
« Baby Toiletries: Baby Wash/Shampoo, Baby Lotion, Baby Oil

« Baby Clothes (Boy & Girl): Outfits, Onesies, & Sleepers
Size NB to 4T

e Other Items: Hooded Towels, Wash Cloths, Bibs, Pacifiers

an indlialiee s




Weekend with |
Irr. Jeremy Dauvis

February 20" - 22nd

Friday, February 20t

Family Night with Fr. Jeremy
6:00pm - Daily Vespers
6:30pm - Potluck dinner & Adult Education: “The Divine Liturgy”

Saturday, February 21st
5:00pm - Great Vespers & Compline

Sunday, February 22nd

8:45am - Orthros

10:00am - Divine Liturgy

12:30pm - Coffee Hour with Fr. Jeremy

5:00pm - Forgiveness Sunday Vespers & Parish Pizza Dinner

T

SAINT MARY

St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church | @stmaryoc ORTHODOX CHURCH




St. Mary Orthodox Church

Forgiveness Sunday Vespers
& Parish Pizza Night

Sunday, February 22nd, 2026 | 5:00pm

Everyone is encouraged to attend
Forgiveness Sunday Vespers on
Cheesefare Sunday. It is with this
service, followed by the rite of
forgiveness, that we start our
Lenten journey. It is expected that
those who wish to keep the fast
attend this service. Following this
beautiful service we will enjoy
pizza and ice cream sundaes
together as a parish family as we
bid farewell to dairy. Wine and
beer will be available for adults.
There will be games in the gym!
This event is free of charge.
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Triump Ohoqul
PaN ORTHODOX VeSPERS

Sponsored by the Orthodox Christian Clergy Association of Greater Chicago

B i

at 6:30 p.m.

Holy Resurrection
Serbian Orthodox Cathedral
5701 N Redwood Drive, Chicago, IL

Homilist:
His Grace Bishop Serafim

of Kostajnica
Vicar of the Diocese of
New Gracanica-Midwestern America

Responses by
The Pan Orthodox Choir of Greater Chicago

Gordana Trbuhovich, Director
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https://form.jotform.com/240386541107957

