Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, May 25th, 2025

Sixth Sunday of Pascha: Sunday of the Blind Man

& Third Discovery of the Forerunner’s Honorable Head
Martyr Celestine of Rome; Hieromartyr Therapon, bishop of Cyprus

First Antiphon
Shout with joy to God, all the earth. Sing to His name; give glory to His praises.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior save us!
Say to God: How awesome are Thy works; let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to Thee.
Let it sing a song to Thy Name, O Most High.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior save us!
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of

ages. Amen.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior save us!
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Second Antiphon

May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and may He cause His face to shine upon us, and
have mercy on us.

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to thee, Alleluia!

That thy way may be known upon earth, Thy salvation among all nations; let the peoples give
thanks to Thee, O God, let all the peoples give thanks to Thee.

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to thee, Alleluia!

May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear Him.

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to thee, Alleluia!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of

ages. Amen.
O only-begotten Son, etc.
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Third Antiphon

Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered, and let them that hate Him flee from before
His face.

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death; and upon those in the tombs, bestowing life!
As smoke vanishes, let them vanish; as wax melteth before the fire.

Christ is risen, etc.

So let sinners perish at the presence of God, and let the righteous be glad.
Christ is risen, etc.

This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad therein.
Christ is risen, etc.
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Entrance Hymn (Tone Two)

In the gathering places, bless ye God the Lord from the springs of Israel. O Son of God, Who
didst rise from the dead, save us, who sing unto thee. Alleluia.
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Five)
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of
the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer
death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.
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Troparion of the Discovery of Forerunner’s Head (Tone Four)

Christ God hath revealed to us thy truly ven'rable head as a divine treasure that had been
concealed in the earth, O Prophet and Forerunner. Wherefore, as we gather on the feast of its
finding, with our hymns inspired of God, we praise Christ the Savior, Who by thy mighty
prayers saveth us from every kind of harm.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of Pascha (Tone Eight)

Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the
power of Hades, and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing women,
Rejoice, and giving peace unto Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the
fallen.

) faced) L Wlle Eindy camal) 358 Guayd ST Y) cBigd ¥ G b 8 ) G5 G 3l
bl Cpaadlgll Zile b el Gy Sy AR EB Culall CDlala gl

Epistle for St. John the Baptist

The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord.

O God, hear my voice.

The Reading from the Second Epistle of
St. Paul to the Corinthians. (4:6-15)
Brethren, it is the God Who said, “Let light
shine out of darkness,” Who has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Christ. But
we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to
show that the transcendent power belongs to
God and not to us. We are afflicted in every
way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not
driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsak-
en; struck down, but not destroyed; always
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so
that the life of Jesus may also be manifested
in our bodies. While we live we are always
being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so
that the life of Jesus may be manifested in
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our mortal flesh. So, death is at work 1n us,
but life in you. Since we have the same spirit
of faith as he had who wrote, “I believed,
and so I spoke,” we too believe, and so we
speak, knowing that He Who raised the Lord
Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring
us with you into His presence. For it is all for
your sake, so that as grace extends to more
and more people it may increase
thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
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Gospel for the Sunday of the Blind Man

The Reading from the Holy
according to St. John. (9:1-38)

At that time, when Jesus was passing, he saw
a man blind from his birth. And His disciples
asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or
his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus
answered, “It was not that this man sinned,
or his parents, but that the works of God
might be made manifest in him. I must work
the works of Him who sent Me, while it is
day; night comes, when no one can work. As
long as I am in the world, I am the light of
the world.” As he said this, he spat on the
ground and made clay of the spittle and
anointed the man’s eyes with the clay, saying
to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam,”
which means “Sent.” So he went and washed
and came back seeing. The neighbors and
those who had seen him before as a beggar,
said, “Is not this the man who used to sit and
beg?” Some said, “It is he;” others said, “No,
but he is like him.” He said, “I am the man.”
They said to him, “Then how were your eyes
opened?” He answered, “The man called Je-
sus made clay and anointed my eyes and said
to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so I went
and washed and received my sight.” They
said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do
not know.” They brought to the Pharisees the
man who had formerly been blind. Now it
was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay
and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again

Gospel
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asked him how he had received his sight.
And he said to them, “He put clay on my
eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Some of the
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God,
for He does not keep the Sabbath.” But oth-
ers said, “How can a man who is a sinner do
such signs?” There was a division among
them. So they again said to the blind man,
“What do you say about Him, since He has
opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a proph-
et.” The Jews did not believe that he had
been blind and had received his sight, until
they called the parents of the man who had
received his sight, and asked them, “Is this
your son, who you say was born blind? How
then does he now see?” His parents an-
swered, “We know that this is our son, and
that he was born blind; but how he now sees
we do not know, nor do we know who
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he
will speak for himself.” His parents said this
because they feared the Jews, for the Jews
had already agreed that if anyone should
confess him to be Christ, he was to be put
out of the synagogue. Therefore, his parents
said, “He is of age, ask him.” So for the sec-
ond time they called the man who had been
blind, and said to him, “Give God the praise;
we know that this man is a sinner.” He an-
swered, “Whether he 1s a sinner, I do not
know; one thing I know, that though I was
blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What
did He do to you? How did He open your
eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you
already, and you would not listen. Why do
you want to hear it again? Do you too want
to become His disciples?” And they reviled
him, saying, “You are His disciple, but we
are disciples of Moses. We know that God
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we
do not know where He comes from.” The
man answered, “Why, this is a marvel! You
do not know where He comes from, and yet
He opened my eyes. We know that God does
not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a wor-
shiper of God and does His will, God listens
to him. Never since the world began has it
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a
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man born blind. If this man were not from
God, He could do nothing.” They answered
him, “You were born in utter sin, and would
you teach us?” And they cast him out. Jesus
heard that they had cast him out, and having
found him He said, “Do you believe in the
Son of God?”” He answered, “And who is He,
Sir, that [ may believe in Him?”” Jesus said to
him, “You have seen Him, and it is He who
speaks to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe.”
And he worshiped Him.
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Megalynarion for Pascha (Tone One)
The Angel cried unto her that is full of grace: O pure Virgin, rejoice, and again I say, rejoice;
for thy Son hath arisen from the grave on the third day.

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord hath arisen upon thee; dance now and
be glad, O Zion, and do thou exult, O pure Theotokos, in the arising of Him Whom thou didst
bear
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Koinonikon (Communion Hymn) of Pascha (Tone Eight)
Receive ye the body of Christ; taste ye the Fountain of immortality.
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Instead of “We have seen the true light,

" sing “Christ is Risen” ONCE.




Hol:\,-" ; = Baptism Hol:{; 7\ ; = Baptism
Baptism® Ava Emilia PapsneE: Gabriel
Parents: Justin and Eliana Overland Parents: Alla and Wajdan Sweis
Congratulations! Congratulations!

Denah Sweis
Juris Doctor

i

Matthew Sweis
Bachelor of Business Administration

ﬁ

Chicago-Kent College of Law & Marketing
Congratulations! St. Xavier University
Congratulations!
(7\?3 Juaal Kawwa
Carl Sandburg High School
Congratulations!
Upcoming Services & Events
Date Time Event
5/25/2025 8:15am  |Prayers before Holy Communion
8:45am  |Orthros
10:00am |Divine Liturgy
10:00am  [Sunday School
5/27/2025 | 9:00am |Orthros
4:45pm  |Paschal Office
5:00pm |Vespers for Leave-Taking of Pascha
0:00pm  |Orthros for Leave-Taking of Pascha
7:00pm |Divine Liturgy for Leave-Taking of Pascha
5/28/2025 9:30am  |Co-Op
10:00am |Arabic Bible Study
3:00pm |Prayers before Holy Communion
3:30pm  |Compline with Canon before Holy Communion
4:00pm  |Great Vespers w/ Artoklasia
5:00pm  |Orthros
6:00pm |SOYO Night
6:00pm  |Divine Liturgy for Ascension
5/29/2025 9:30am  |Co-Op
5:30pm |Prayers before Holy Communion
6:00pm |Liturgy for St Emilia
5/30/2025 | 7:00am  |Orthros
5/31/2025 | 5:00pm |Great Vespers
6:00pm  |Compline with Caglon for Holy Communion




All Sunday school families are
invited to celebrate the end of

the year with us!

SUNDAY, JUNE 1**1-4pm
Location: Jaycee Grove
16801 S 80™ Ave, Tinley Park

FOR QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT US AT
SUNDAYSCHOOL@STMARYOC.ORG




FOR THOSE WE'VE LOST TO CANCER
FOR THOSE THAT CONTINUE THE FIGHT
AND FOR THOSE WHO ARE SURVIVORS

4TH ANNUAL EVENT HOSTED BY
ST. SPYRIDON PHILOPTOCHOS

[ET’S WALK AS ONE IN
THE FIGHT AGRINST

GANCER /’/

SATURDAY, JUNE 14, 2025

ALL AGES WELCOMED!

11 AM - ONE MILE WALK 12:30 PM- FILOTIMO
10 AM - PARAKLESIS AGAINST CANCER LUNCHEON

TO ST. NEKTARIOS - o thoso we'vo bost o St. Spyridon

flostose MW S ml walk the sidewalk from Cémmumty Center
St. Spyridon to St. Mary Orthodox Church | #anating the sumtras of cances
(127th & Ridgeland) for a S :l’ostiiry h
Memorial Service within their church and R OpyidoPivopmches
walk back to St. Spyridon.

e

To join and/or donate to this effort, submit the form on the reverse side
or contact Ruth Faklis 708.530.9064 - rodothea52hotmail.com



https://www.jotform.com/build/251335791283157

DIOCESE OF TOLEDO

2020

PARISH LIFE

CONFERENCE

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY
JUNE 18-22, 2025

HOLIDAY INN LOUISVILLE EAST

1325 5. HURSTBOURNE PKWY.
LOUISVILLE, KY 40222

REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN!

www.antiochianevents.com/toledo

FEATURED SPEARERS

Fr. Joseph Lucas Jennie Gelles

RECTOR, CHRIST THE SAVIOUR ICONOGRAPHER
ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

MIAMI LAKES, FL R“hcpt S‘p“dcr

Fr. SCI‘ﬂphim Ramos CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MIDWEST

DIOCESE COORDINATOR
ASS0C. PASTOR, 5T. MICHAEL

LOUISVILLE, KY %
Kris Howard

Dn. Marek Simon SACRED MUSIC COORDINATOR,
THE DIOCESE OF TOLEDO AND
OCF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR HE MIDWEST

PLUS

» Antiochian Women & Men Fellowship
» Young Adult Gathering

« Kids Church Camp

* lconography Leclures

» TEEN SOYO .

« Bible Bowl |i 4 i

(Z.)ralorica] Conlesl ST. MICHAEL
= & Much More! ORTHODOX CHURCH



ST MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH presents

 INAUGURAL GULF UTING

Green Garden Country Club — Frankfort, IL

SEPTEMBER 21, 2025  8AM - 5PM

Sponsorship opportunities and registration = W ‘.’/,

information to follow. AN =

Please join us in making this a successful event! » y

A PORTION OF PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT:

SAVE THE DATE!
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Antiochian

ORTHODOX
ARCHDIOCESE CONVENTION

EARLY BIRD PRICE

Now Until April 30, 2025

4350
$ 330

Per Person Total Value $380

Buy your Ticket Books Today
and Save! I

57t BIENNIAL ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN

Archdiocese Convention
July 20 - 27, 2025

=

SEEEEEEEE I

HOTEL REGISTRATION

Hyatt Regency 0'Hare Chicago

$189

$10/night for parking
Complimentary shuttle to and from O’Hare

Reserve your Hotel Room!
S

“CONTINUING THE ANTIOCHIAN LEGACY IN CHICAGO”

Celebrating the

SOTH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE UNIFICATION OF

NEW YORK AND TOLEDO
and the

120TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE WORD MAGAZINE

. 100+ EVENTS AND MEETINGS

. CHURCH SERVICES

. ARCHDIOCESE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

. “ASK ABOUNA” ALL WEEK

. CLUB SAINT GEORGE
AGES 4-12

. BIBLE BOWL

. ORATORICAL FESTIVAL

- TEEN EVENTS

. YAMEVENTS

. WORKSHOPS

. “MY KIND OF TOWN”

. ARABIAN NIGHTS DINNER
AND HAFLI

. ANTIOCHIAN LEGACY
BANQUET AND GRAND HAFLI

Visit
WWW.AC2025CHICAGO.ORG

“Then Mary said, ”Behold the maidservant of
the Lord! Let it be to me according to your
word.” And the angel departed from her.”

Luke 1:38

THE MIRACULOUS WEEPING ICON

Cicero, IL

With the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan Saba, for
the first time, venerate the Miraculous Weeping Icon in the
hotel Chapel all week.

SCAN ME

Contact us
Host Parish
Saint George Antiochian
Orthodox Church

1220 S. 60th Court
Cicero, IL 60804

(708) 666-2927
Info@AC2025Chicago.org
AC2025Chicago.org



Week]g i)gnaxarion

On May 25 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the
Martyr Celestine of Rome; and the Hieromartyr Therapon, Bishop of
Cyprus. On this day, we commemorate the third discovery of the
honorable head of the Forerunner and Baptist John. In the year 820,
the honorable head was once again found in the city of Emesa during
a time of unrest at Constantinople. It was transferred to Komana dur-
ing the Saracen raids and hidden in the ground during a period of
iconoclastic persecution. When the veneration of icons was restored,
Patriarch Ignatius (847-857) saw in a vision the place where the head
of St. John was hidden. The patriarch communicated this to the em-
peror, who sent a delegation to Komana to recover the head. After-
wards the head was again transferred to Constantinople, and on May
25, 850 it was placed in a church at the court. On this day, the sixth
Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the miracle wrought by our Lord and
God and Savior Jesus Christ upon the man who was blind from his
birth. The Savior met this man, born blind and incurable after every
human effort, while leaving the Temple on the Sabbath. Saints John
Chrysostom, Basil the Great and Irenaeus teach that the man was
born without eyeballs. Jesus spat into the dirt, made clay, rubbed it in
his eye sockets and told him to wash in the pool of Siloam, a famous
water spring in Jerusalem. The Savior did not send him there because
his eye sockets were filled with clay, nor did the pool have healing
power, but instead to test his faith and obedience. Jesus fashioned the
eyes of the blind man from the dirt as God fashioned man from the
dirt. The blind man proclaimed that Jesus healed him, but this con-
fession caused him to be cast out by the enemies of the truth. Even
his own parents would not defend him. However, the blind man fol-
lowed Jesus from that moment forward. By Thine infinite mercy, O
Christ our God, Giver of light, have mercy on us. Amen.
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