Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, April 27, 2025

New Sunday or Anti-Pascha
Sunday of Thomas the Apostle, Called “The Twin”

First Antiphon
Shout with joy to God, all the earth. Sing to His name; give glory to His praises.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior save us!
Say to God: How awesome are Thy works; let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to Thee.
Let it sing a song to Thy Name, O Most High.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior save us!
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of

ages. Amen.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior save us!
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Second Antiphon

May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and may He cause His face to shine upon us, and
have mercy on us.

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to thee, Alleluia!

That thy way may be known upon earth, Thy salvation among all nations; let the peoples give
thanks to Thee, O God, let all the peoples give thanks to Thee.

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to thee, Alleluia!

May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear Him.

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to thee, Alleluia!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of

ages. Amen.
O only-begotten Son, etc.
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Third Antiphon

Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered, and let them that hate Him flee from before
His face.

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death; and upon those in the tombs, bestowing life!
As smoke vanishes, let them vanish; as wax melteth before the fire.

Christ is risen, etc.

So let sinners perish at the presence of God, and let the righteous be glad.
Christ is risen, etc.

This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad therein.
Christ is risen, etc.
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Entrance Hymn (Tone Two)

In the gathering places, bless ye God the Lord from the springs of Israel. O Son of God, Who
didst rise from the dead, save us, who sing unto thee. Alleluia.
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Troparion for Thomas Sunday (Tone Seven)

While the tomb was sealed, Thou didst shine forth from it, O Life. While the doors were
closed, Thou didst come in to Thy Disciples, O Christ God, Resurrection of all, renewing in
us through them an upright spirit, according to the greatness of Thy mercy.
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Kontakion of Pascha (Tone Eight)

Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the
power of Hades, and didst arise as victor, O Christ God, calling to the myrrh-bearing women,
Rejoice, and giving peace unto Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the
fallen.
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Epistle for Thomas Sunday

Great is our Lord, and great is His strength.
Praise ye the Lord, for the Lord is good.

The Reading from the Acts of the
Holy Apostles. (5:12-20)

In those days, many signs and wonders were
done among the people by the hands of the
apostles; and they were all with one accord
in Solomon’s porch. None of the rest dared
to join them, but the people magnified them.
And more than ever believers were added to
the Lord, multitudes both of men and wom-
en, so that they even carried out the sick into
the streets, and laid them on beds and pallets,
that as Peter came by at least his shadow
might fall on some of them. The people also
gathered from the cities around Jerusalem,
bringing the sick and those afflicted with un-
clean spirits, and they were all healed. But
the chief priest rose up and all who were
with him, that is, the sect of the Sadducees,
and filled with jealousy they laid their hands
on the apostles and put them in the common
prison. But at night an angel of the Lord
opened the prison doors and brought them
out and said: “Go and stand in the temple
and speak to the people all the words of this
Life.”
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Gospel for Thomas Sunday

The Reading from the Holy
according to St. John. (20:19-31)

On the evening of that day, the first day of
the week, the doors being shut where the dis-
ciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said to them,
“Peace be to you.” When He had said this,
He showed them His hands and His side.
Then the disciples were glad when they saw
the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘“Peace be
to you. As the Father has sent me, even so I
send you.” And when He had said this, He
breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of
any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins
of any, they are retained.” Now Thomas, one
of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with
them when Jesus came. So the other disci-
ples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But
he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands
the print of the nails, and place my finger in
the mark of the nails, and place my hand in
His side, I will not believe.” Eight days later,
His disciples were again in the house, and
Thomas was with them. The doors were shut,
but Jesus came and stood among them, and
said, “Peace be to you.” Then He said to
Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see My
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in
My side; do not be faithless, but believing.”
Thomas answered Him, “My Lord and my
God!” Jesus said to him, “Thomas, you have
believed because you have seen Me. Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet be-
lieve.” Now Jesus did many other signs in
the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book; but these are written
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that believing you may
have life in His Name.

Gospel
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Megalynarion for Thomas Sunday (Tone One)
O most radiant lamp, the Theotokos, the immeasurable honor, which is more exalted than all
creatures, with praises do we magnify thee.
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Koinonikon (Communion Hymn) of Thomas Sunday (Psalm 147:1)
Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise thy God, O Zion. Alleluia.
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Instead of “We have seen the true light,” sing “Christ is Risen” ONCE.

3rd & 9th Day Memorial
Khaldoun Halaseh
Memory Eternal!




Upcoming Services & Events

Date

Time

Event

4/24/2025

5:00pm

Paschal Vespers

4/25/2025

8:30am

Prayers before Holy Communion (Paschal Office)

8:45am

Paschal Orthros

10:00am

Bright Friday Liturgy

6:00pm

Paschal Vespers

6:00pm

Antiochian Women Meeting

4/26/2025

8:45am

Prayers before Holy Communion (Paschal Office)

0:00am

Paschal Orthros

10:00am

Bright Saturday Liturgy

10:00am

Arabic School

5:00pm

Great Vespers

6:00pm

Compline with Canon for Holy Communion

6:00pm

YAM Bible Study

4/27/2025

8:15am

Prayers before Holy Communion

8:45am

Orthros

10:00am

Divine Liturgy

10:00am

Sunday School

1:30pm

Special Needs Ministry Event

4/28/2025

6:00pm

Prayers before Holy Communion

6:30pm

Liturgy for Jason & Sosipater of the 70

4/29/2025

7:00pm

Choir Practice

4/30/2025

7:00am

Orthros

0:30am

Co-Op

10:00am

Arabic Bible Study

6:00pm

Paraklesis

6:00pm

SOYO Night

5/1/2025

0:00am

Orthros

0:30am

Co-Op




Join us for a

@%ﬁv‘} c@a%
TEA PARTY

Tea Party Attire

SATURDAY, MAY 10TH
1:00-5.00 PM

Elements by Odyssey
16235 LaGrange Rd
Orland Park, Illinois 60467

(=] 5%
Contact: Mary Zaboura (847)219-7028
Nina Atiyeh (708)768-4614
Jane Haddad (847)505-2888,, /-\*\‘.

Adults 860
. childen 12 & under $25
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https://form.jotform.com/230725464655965

JOIN US FOR OUR

33RD ANNUAL IOCC

CHICAGO GRAND BANQUET
Thursday, May 8, 2025

Cocktails 6:00 pm | Dinner 7:00 pm

EMPRESS BANQUETS
200 E Lake Street, Addison, IL 60101

Please join us for an amazing evening of fellowship and learn how your
generosity helps those in need in places like Greece, the Holy Land, Ukraine,
and right here in the US. Please consider contributing to IOCC by becoming
an IOCC Banquet Benefactor, Sponsor, Patron, or Friend.

$125 per person | $1,250 per
table RSVP by Friday, April 25

Register at iocc.org/Chicago

The fair market value (FMV) for each ticket is $70. Only the portion of the payment that exceeds the FMV is deductible as a charitable contribution.




DIOCESE OF TOLEDO

2020

PARISH LIFE

CONFERENCE

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY
JUNE 18-22, 2025

HOLIDAY INN LOUISVILLE EAST

1325 5. HURSTBOURNE PKWY.
LOUISVILLE, KY 40222

REGISTRATION
NOW OPEN!

www.antiochianevents.com/toledo

FEATURED SPEARERS

Fr. Joseph Lucas Jennie Gelles

RECTOR, CHRIST THE SAVIOUR ICONOGRAPHER
ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

MIAMI LAKES, FL R“hcpt S‘p“dcr

Fr. SCI‘ﬂphim Ramos CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MIDWEST

DIOCESE COORDINATOR
ASS0C. PASTOR, 5T. MICHAEL

LOUISVILLE, KY %
Kris Howard

Dn. Marek Simon SACRED MUSIC COORDINATOR,
THE DIOCESE OF TOLEDO AND
OCF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR HE MIDWEST

PLUS

» Antiochian Women & Men Fellowship
» Young Adult Gathering

« Kids Church Camp

* lconography Leclures

» TEEN SOYO .

« Bible Bowl |i 4 i

(Z.)ralorica] Conlesl ST. MICHAEL
= & Much More! ORTHODOX CHURCH



ST MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH presents

 INAUGURAL GULF UTING

Green Garden Country Club — Frankfort, IL

SEPTEMBER 21, 2025  8AM - 5PM

Sponsorship opportunities and registration = W ‘.’/,

information to follow. AN =

Please join us in making this a successful event! » y

A PORTION OF PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT:

SAVE THE DATE!
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Antiochian

ORTHODOX
ARCHDIOCESE CONVENTION

EARLY BIRD PRICE

Now Until April 30, 2025

4350
$ 330

Per Person Total Value $380

Buy your Ticket Books Today
and Save! I

57t BIENNIAL ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN

Archdiocese Convention
July 20 - 27, 2025

=
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HOTEL REGISTRATION

Hyatt Regency 0'Hare Chicago

$189

$10/night for parking
Complimentary shuttle to and from O’Hare

Reserve your Hotel Room!
S

“CONTINUING THE ANTIOCHIAN LEGACY IN CHICAGO”

Celebrating the

SOTH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE UNIFICATION OF

NEW YORK AND TOLEDO
and the

120TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE WORD MAGAZINE

. 100+ EVENTS AND MEETINGS

. CHURCH SERVICES

. ARCHDIOCESE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

. “ASK ABOUNA” ALL WEEK

. CLUB SAINT GEORGE
AGES 4-12

. BIBLE BOWL

. ORATORICAL FESTIVAL

- TEEN EVENTS

. YAMEVENTS

. WORKSHOPS

. “MY KIND OF TOWN”

. ARABIAN NIGHTS DINNER
AND HAFLI

. ANTIOCHIAN LEGACY
BANQUET AND GRAND HAFLI

Visit
WWW.AC2025CHICAGO.ORG

“Then Mary said, ”Behold the maidservant of
the Lord! Let it be to me according to your
word.” And the angel departed from her.”

Luke 1:38

THE MIRACULOUS WEEPING ICON

Cicero, IL

With the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan Saba, for
the first time, venerate the Miraculous Weeping Icon in the
hotel Chapel all week.

SCAN ME

Contact us
Host Parish
Saint George Antiochian
Orthodox Church

1220 S. 60th Court
Cicero, IL 60804

(708) 666-2927
Info@AC2025Chicago.org
AC2025Chicago.org



Week]g i)gnaxarion

On April 27 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemo-
rate Hieromartyr Simeon, Bishop of Jerusalem and the kinsman
of the Lord; and John the Confessor, Abbot of the Monastery of
the Chaste. On this day, the second Sunday of Pascha, we inau-
gurate the celebration of Christ’s Resurrection, and the occa-
sion whereon the Holy Apostle Thomas touched the Savior’s
side. This day 1s called New Sunday, Thomas Sunday or Anti-
Pascha. The last term means “in place of Pascha” because
Thomas did not immediately hear of Christ’s Resurrection and
disbelieved it. Starting with this day, the Church dedicates Sun-
day to the celebration of the Resurrection. As the Disciples
were gathered on Pascha, Jesus entered and greeted them in His
usual way, saying, “Peace be unto you.” Then He showed them
His hands, feet and side. Jesus ate with His Disciples and reas-
sured them of His Resurrection. However, Thomas was not
with them at that time, and insisted upon seeing the Savior’s
wounds—the print of the nails in His hands and feet, and the
spear in His side—before he would believe that Jesus was risen.
Eight days later, Christ appeared again to the Disciples, this
time with Thomas present. The Master told Thomas to see and
feel His wounds. Then Thomas immediately cried out, “My
Lord and my God!” But Jesus tells His Disciples, “Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet believe.” This event also clear-
ly illustrates the human and divine Natures of Christ. By the in-
tercessions of Thine Apostle Thomas, O Christ our God, have
mercy on us. Amen
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