Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, April 13", 2025

Feast of Palm Sunday: Entrance of Our Lord Jesus Christ into Jerusalem

First Antiphon

I am filled with joy, for the Lord will hear the voice of my supplication. The anguish of death
encompassed me; the perils of hell beset me.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

I found tribulation and anguish, and I called upon the Name of the Lord. I will walk accepta-
bly before the Lord in the land of the living.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.

Through the/inlercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us. ,,
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Second Antiphon
I believed, and therefore have I spoken: but I was deeply humiliated. What shall I render unto
the Lord, for all His benefits unto me?
Save us, O Son of God, Who didst sit upon the foal of an ass, who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
I will take the cup of Salvation, and call upon the Name of the Lord.
Save us, O Son of God, Who didst sit upon the foal of an ass, who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
I will pay my vows unto the Lord in the presence of all His people.
Save us, O Son of God, Who didst sit upon the foal of an ass, who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.
O only-begotten Son and Word of God...
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Third Antiphon
O, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good: for His mercy endureth forever. Let the house
of Israel now say that He is good: for His mercy endureth forever. Let the house of Aaron
now say that He is good: for His mercy endureth forever. Let all that fear the Lord now say
that He 1s good: for His mercy endureth forever.
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In confirming the common Resurrection, O Christ God, Thou didst raise up Lazarus from the
dead before Thy Passion. Wherefore, we also, like the children, bearing the symbols of victo-

ry, cry to Thee, the Vanquisher of death: Hosanna in the highest; blessed is He that cometh in
tl}lle Name of the Lord.
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Entrance Hymn
Blessed is He Who cometh in the Name of the Lord: God is the Lord and hath appeared unto

us. Save us, O Son of God, Who didst sit upon the foal of an ass; who sing to Thee.
Alleluia.
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Troparion of Lazarus Saturday (Tone One)

In confirming the common Resurrection, O Christ God, Thou didst raise up Lazarus from the

dead before Thy Passion. Wherefore, we also, like the children, bearing the symbols of victo-

ry, cry to Thee, the Vanquisher of death: Hosanna in the highest; blessed is He that cometh in
the Name of the Lord.
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Troparion of Palm Sunday (Tone Four)

O Christ God, when we were buried with Thee in Baptism, we became deserving of Thy
Resurrection to immortal life. Wherefore, we praise Thee, crying: Hosanna in the h1ghest
Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord .
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Kontakion of Palm Sunday (Tone Six)
Being borne upon a throne in Heaven, and upon a colt on the earth, O Christ God, Thou didst
accept the praise of the angels and the laudation of the children as they cried to Thee: Blessed
art Thou Who comest to recall Adam.
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Epistle for Palm Sunday

Blessed is He Who cometh in the Name of the
Lord.

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good;
for His mercy endures forever.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul
to the Philippians. (4:4-9)

Brethren, rejoice in the Lord always; again |
will say, Rejoice! Let your forbearance be
known to all people. The Lord is at hand. Be
anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your petitions be made known to God. And
the peace of God, which surpasses all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren,
whatever things are true, whatever things are
honorable, whatever things are just, whatever
things are pure, whatever things are lovely,
whatever things are of good report; if there is
any virtue, and if there is any praise, think
about these things. The things which you
both learned and received, and heard and
saw in me, these things do; and the God of
peace will be with you.
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Gospel for Palm Sunday

The Reading of the Holy Gospel according
to St. John. (12:1-18)

Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to
Bethany, where Lazarus who had died was,
whom Jesus had raised from the dead. There
they made Him a supper; Martha served, and
Lazarus was one of those at table with Him.
Mary took a pound of costly ointment of
pure nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and
wiped His feet with her hair; and the house
was filled with the fragrance of the ointment.
But Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, one of His
Disciples (he who was to betray Jesus), said,
“Why was this ointment not sold for three
hundred denarii and given to the poor?” This
he said, not because he cared for the poor but
because he was a thief, and as he had the
moneybox he used to take what was put into
it. Jesus said, “Let her alone, let her keep it
for the day of My burial. The poor you al-
ways have with you, but you do not always
have Me.” When the great crowd of the Jews
learned that He was there, they came, not on-
ly on account of Jesus but also to see Laza-
rus, whom Jesus had raised from the dead.
So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus
also to death, because on account of him
many of the Jews were going away and be-
lieving in Jesus. The next day a great crowd
who had come to the feast heard that Jesus
was coming to Jerusalem. So they took
branches of palm trees and went out to meet
him, crying, “Hosanna! Blessed is He Who
cometh in the Name of the Lord, the King of
Israel!” And Jesus found a young ass and sat
upon it; as it is written, “Fear not, daughter
of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting
on an ass’s colt!” His Disciples did not un-
derstand this at first; but when Jesus was glo-
rified, then they remembered that this had
been written of Him and had been done to
Him. The crowd that had been with Jesus
when He called Lazarus out of the tomb and
raised him from the dead bore witness. The
reason why the crowd went to meet Jesus
was that they heard He had done this sign.
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Megalynarion for Palm Sunday (Tone Four)
God the Lord hath appeared unto us; let us celebrate the Feast, and let us rejoice and magnify
Christ; and with palms and branches let us raise our voices unto him with praise, saying,
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord our Savior.
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Koinonikon (Communion Hymn) for Palm Sunday (Tone Eight)
Blessed is He Who cometh in the Name of the Lord. Alleluia.
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Instead of “We have seen the true light...”,
sing the Troparion of Lazarus (Tone One)

In confirming the common Resurrection, O Christ God, Thou didst raise up Lazarus from the

dead before Thy Passion. Wherefore, we also, like the children, bearing the symbols of victo-

ry, cry to Thee, the Vanquisher of death: Hosanna in the highest; blessed is He that cometh in
the Name of the Lord .
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Procession of Palms

During the Palm Sunday procession after the Divine Liturgy we will sing the Troparion of
Lazarus Saturday, the Troparion of Palm Sunday, and “Rejoice, O Bethany” and the Trisagion
Hymn.




Blessing of Palms

Let us Pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy!

Priest: O Lord our God, that sittest upon the Cherubim, who hast raised up the might
of thine Only-begotten Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, that through his Cross and Grave and
Resurrection he might save the world; and at whose coming today to Jerusalem, unto his vol-
untary Passion, the people that sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, taking the symbols
of victory, the boughs of trees and branches of palms, did go forth and proclaim the Resurrec-
tion, by anticipation. Do thou, the same Lord, preserve and keep us also who in imitation of
them do bear our hands palm and boughs of trees, on this day of the feast. And like unto those
multitudes and children who offered unto thee Hosanna, may we also in hymns and spiritual
songs, attain unto the Life-giving Resurrection on the third day, in the same Christ Jesus our
Lord, with whom thou art blessed, together with thine all-holy, and good, and life-giving
Spirit: now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

The Priest now sprinkles the palms with Holy Water, thrice, saying each time:

Priest: These palms are blessed by the Grace of the All-holy Spirit, through the sprinkling
with this Holy Water, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Choir: Amen.
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His Eminence Archbishop of New York

The Most Reverend and Metropolitan of
Metropolitan SABA -y I\ All North America
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ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA

Prot. no.: 145/2025

Palm Sunday
Apnl 13, 2025
To be read from the pulpit and printed in the bulletin.

Venerable Hierarchs, Reverend Clergy and Chnst-loving Faithful of this Archdiocese,

Greetings to you and your famihies on thus Great Feast of the Church. As we complete the forty-
day fast and prepare to enter mnto the most solemn week of the Church year, we pause thus
weekend to celebrate the raising of Lazaris and our Lord’s tnumphant and radiant entry into the
holy city of Jerusalem.

Today, as we celebrate this feast, we also take time to remember our beloved Mother Chuich,
headed by our Father in Chust, His Beatitude Patrarch JOHIN X. For more than a decade, the
lands of the Patnarchate have endured immense hardship, marked by war, displacement,
economuc collapse, and social instability. In recent months, these trials have deepened, and the
remaining Chrstian communities throughout the region continue to experience heightened
vulnerability, uncertainty, and fear. Let us fervently pray for His Beatitude, the hierarchs, clergy,

and all the faithful of the entire region as they endure ongoing suffering with steadfastness and
faith.

Each vyear on this special day, we appeal to you—the faithful of our God-protected
Archdiocese—for an offenng of love to be sent to His Beatitude from his spiritual children
across North Amernca. Amud the ongoing difficulties, His Beantude 1s burdened with the sacred
responsibility of sustaiming the life and witness of the Church in conditions of great instability.
Our spintual brothers and sisters are in need—many are hungry, without heat, and lacking
opportunties for work. While we lLift them up 1n prayer, let us also offer matenal support as an
expression of sohidanty and love.

Wishing you a prayerful Holy Week and a most joyous and radiant Pascha, I remain,
Yours in Christ,

+SABA

Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North Amernica

“The disciples were first called Christians in _Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
(201) 871-1355 T  Archdiocese@antiochian org  (201) 871-7954 F



Upcoming Services & Events

Date Time Event

4/11/2025 0:30pm  |Prayers before Holy Communion

7:00am  |Pre-Sanctified Liturgy

6:30pm  |Canon to Lazarus (w/ Little Compline)

4/12/2025 8:30am  |Prayers before Holy Communion

9:00am  |Orthros for Lazarus Saturday

10:00am  |Divine Liturgy for Lazarus Saturday

10:00am |Lazarus Retreat

3:30pm  |Catechism Class

5:00pm |Great Vespers for Palm Sunday w/Artoklasia

6:00pm  |Compline with Canon for Holy Communion

4/13/2025 8:15am  |Prayers before Holy Communion

8:45am  |Orthros for Palm Sunday

10:00am  |Divine Liturgy for Palm Sunday
12:00am  [Kaek & Mamoul Sale

6:30am  [Ist Bridegroom Service

4/14/2025 8:30am  |Prayers before Holy Communion

9:00am  |[Pre-Sanctified Liturgy

6:30pm  |2nd Bridegroom Service

4/15/2025 0:30am  |Prayers before Holy Communion

7:00am  |[Pre-Sanctified Liturgy

6:30pm  |2nd Bridegroom Service
4/16/2025 8:30am  |Prayers before Holy Communion

9:00am  |Pre-Sanctified Liturgy

10:00am  |Arabic Bible Study

6:30pm  |Holy Unction Service
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SOYO
Holy Friday
Day Retreat

All teens are invited to the

Holy Friday DAY Retreat!
10:00AM - 10:00PM

*ANYONE UNDER THE AGE OF 13 MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN*

Time Event Things to bring
10:00am Royal Hours Change of clothes
12:30pm Pascha preparations & Pascha Prayer rope
candles
3:00pm Taking down from the Cross
(Vespers)

5:00pm Cleaning of church
7:00pm Holy Friday Lamentations Service

Go home to sleep and rest before Holy
Saturday morning baptismal Liturgy

Contact Fabiola with any questions at fsweis@stmaryoc.org


https://form.jotform.com/241136467040954

Great & Holy Friday

All Night Vigil at the Tomb of Christ
The reading of the Psalms & the Gospels
10:00pm -10:00am
Holy Friday evening - Holy Saturday morning

Followed by the Vesperal Liturgy of St Basil for
Holy Saturday Morning sl cuue ()8

Individuals and families are invited to sign up for a
30 minute time slot to read at the tomb of Christ (in Eng-
lish or Arabic).

*MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER. ANYONE
UNDER 18 MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A PARENT.*

Please click here to sign up.
Contact Fabiola with any questions at fsweis@stmaryoc.org



https://form.jotform.com/240787064637970

St. Mary’s Annual

Parish Pascha Picnic
Celebrate Pascha with your parish family!

Sunday, April 20th

Starting with Agape Vespers
at 1:00pm

With the outdoor Paschal procession
and the blessing of food!

i

BBQ | Bringyour Pascha candle and basket

Bounce House | Egg Hunt | Bags | Sports

—
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Christ 1s risen!

ames | -
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Kristos anesti!

This event is free of charge and will take place at church.



Join us for a
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TEA PARTY

Tea Party Attire

SATURDAY, MAY 10TH
1:00-5:00 PM
Elements by Odyssey

16235 LaGrange Rd
Orland Park, Illinois 60467

Contact: Mary Zaboura (847)219-7028
Nina Atiyeh (708)768-4614

Jane Haddad (847)505-2888, g% x_\ /
i Feays
Adults. $60 Rt
chilehen 12 & under $25 & L NS
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JOIN US FOR OUR

33RD ANNUAL IOCC

CHICAGO GRAND BANQUET
Thursday, May 8, 2025

Cocktails 6:00 pm | Dinner 7:00 pm

EMPRESS BANQUETS
200 E Lake Street, Addison, IL 60101

Please join us for an amazing evening of fellowship and learn how your
generosity helps those in need in places like Greece, the Holy Land, Ukraine,
and right here in the US. Please consider contributing to IOCC by becoming
an IOCC Banquet Benefactor, Sponsor, Patron, or Friend.

$125 per person | $1,250 per
table RSVP by Friday, April 25

Register at iocc.org/Chicago

The fair market value (FMV) for each ticket is $70. Only the portion of the payment that exceeds the FMV is deductible as a charitable contribution.




ST MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH presents

 INAUGURAL GULF UTING

Green Garden Country Club — Frankfort, IL

SEPTEMBER 21, 2025  8AM - 5PM

Sponsorship opportunities and registration = W ‘.’/,

information to follow. AN =

Please join us in making this a successful event! » y

A PORTION OF PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT:

SAVE THE DATE!




OUR JOURNEY TO PASCHA! 2025

Creeepsd b e ke Ooreer CICP D

SUNDAYS THEMES / GOSFEL READING HOW TO PARTICIPATE:

Foct - Free Waek : : i
oe - ree e Fublican and the Pharizes Show campassion on tha poor

FEBRUARY 9th ' ot 2 Timothy 3:10-15 ard distressad. Trust in l.'?f.-q:n-l:lJ
Gospel: Lubke 12:14-14 notwoursalf ond ozk for His halp

before evary tock this week.
) .
Marmal Fast Wk %*.‘-’-'* The Prodigal Son Returns! dchadule 0 Corfessien. Ewery morning

b e | e Sl say, “Today | will ba humbla.”
—h‘{” e ' e vpffreeza maot this weak.

teotfara ; : The Leaszt Jud geme nt Proy focirg Eoct thic wealk.

ql" ek Epislle: | Carimhians &:8-0.2 Chrict ic mturning frem the Eoct and
FEBRUARY 23rd) () iﬂ ! Zospel: it hewr 2 5:31-4 6 g waoit for Him!

Uea upMfmece doiry thic week.

FEBRUARY 16th

gk
o -
N Y U o T ) ._.E...'i'*.

Cheesefom - Avedam and Eve are cast from Paradisel Ask soch athar for
FoRGIVERESS SLIMIDAF
MARCH 2nd ".E?E Episile: Fomans |2:01-14:4 forgivenas: eoch evaning thic
A I L 2T ‘ﬂ Gaocpel: ti hee 6 |42 waek bafers bad.

43 Sureday ol Latil i
JL

MARCH 9th SUNDAY of ORTHODOXY Bring on icen ta church

Episile: Hebrews |1:24-26. 32-12:2 tor o procassion.
Gospel: Jahn 1:43251

v Sureday o Lard =1 ST GREGORY PALAMAS Bring o proyar ropa to be

MARCH 16th Episile: Ml e [ blessed teday!
# (%, Gospel: thark 2:1-12 Use it and pry the latus Proyar

eoch doy thic weak.

e gt VENERATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

Wear your cross to church ond

MARCH 23rd ' ' Episile: Hebrews 4:14-5:4 kice the cross
e Giospel: thark &:34-0: | e0ch marning with o bovw!

Sy ol Lad : STIOHN of the LADDER Evary tima you climb stairs this week
MARCH 30th  § { L Episth: Hebrews &:13-20 ask §t John to halp you reach
Sy Gospel: thark 2:17-31 Pormdise with the sign of the cros:!

St Supday ol Lard ’ -_ ' ST MARY of EGYPT Ack the Theotokas to offer you

APHIL Gth : &  Epislle: Hebrews 2:11-14 ond the warld pura theughte
1 ; Gaospel: thark 103245 P L Ty

AT L k] M AT T ZREAT AMD HOLY WEEK Place your palm bronches
Y ENTRY OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM  5nd pussywillews behind
APRIL 13th : At B
CRLEAT WEEK BEGIHE 7 Episle: Fhilippians 4:4-% an icen ot hema
gl ! Gaospel: Yahu [ 2:1-18 and in your car!

GREAT AMD HOLY FRIDSY GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY
sk ; JESLIS DIES CM THE CROSS Refrmin frem TY, Intarnet &
APRIL 18th S CHECK WITH ¥CUR PARISH FOR Phones to henar Christ's Baath.
y ECHAaL HOAURES ARD WESPERS SCHEDULE

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER Gmafavar?.ﬂm .h"ri.i.h

FE&ST <F FEASTS W& BRIGHT WEEK “CHRISTIS RISEML"

APRIL 20th ¥ HOLY PASCHAI [CHRIST 15 RISENY) & sy if befara
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Antiochian

ORTHODOX
ARCHDIOCESE CONVENTION

EARLY BIRD PRICE

Now Until April 30, 2025

4350
$ 330

Per Person Total Value $380

Buy your Ticket Books Today
and Save! I

57t BIENNIAL ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN

Archdiocese Convention
July 20 - 27, 2025

=
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HOTEL REGISTRATION

Hyatt Regency 0'Hare Chicago

$189

$10/night for parking
Complimentary shuttle to and from O’Hare

Reserve your Hotel Room!
S

“CONTINUING THE ANTIOCHIAN LEGACY IN CHICAGO”

Celebrating the

SOTH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE UNIFICATION OF

NEW YORK AND TOLEDO
and the

120TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE WORD MAGAZINE

. 100+ EVENTS AND MEETINGS

. CHURCH SERVICES

. ARCHDIOCESE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

. “ASK ABOUNA” ALL WEEK

. CLUB SAINT GEORGE
AGES 4-12

. BIBLE BOWL

. ORATORICAL FESTIVAL

- TEEN EVENTS

. YAMEVENTS

. WORKSHOPS

. “MY KIND OF TOWN”

. ARABIAN NIGHTS DINNER
AND HAFLI

. ANTIOCHIAN LEGACY
BANQUET AND GRAND HAFLI

Visit
WWW.AC2025CHICAGO.ORG

“Then Mary said, ”Behold the maidservant of
the Lord! Let it be to me according to your
word.” And the angel departed from her.”

Luke 1:38

THE MIRACULOUS WEEPING ICON

Cicero, IL

With the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan Saba, for
the first time, venerate the Miraculous Weeping Icon in the
hotel Chapel all week.

SCAN ME

Contact us
Host Parish
Saint George Antiochian
Orthodox Church

1220 S. 60th Court
Cicero, IL 60804

(708) 666-2927
Info@AC2025Chicago.org
AC2025Chicago.org



Weekly Synaxarion

On this day in the Holy Orthodox Church, the Sun-
day of Palms, we celebrate the radiant and glorious fes-
tival of the Entrance of our Lord Jesus Christ into Jeru-
salem. Jesus came to Bethany on the Sunday falling be-
fore the six days of the Mosaic Passover. On the follow-
ing day He sent two of His Disciples, who brought Him
a donkey on which He sat to enter the city. And when
the great multitude heard that Jesus was coming to Jeru-
salem, they immediately took palm branches in their
hands and went out to meet Him. All cried, “Hosanna!
Blessed 1s He that cometh in the Name of the Lord,
King of Israel!” The branches of palm trees were a sym-
bol of Christ’s victory over Satan and Death. And the
meaning of “Hosanna” 1s, “We pray Thee, save.” The
donkey’s colt, which was still an untamed animal, and
impure according to the law, as well as Christ’s sitting
thereon, symbolize the former savagery and impurity of
the Gentiles; and their subsequent taming and obedience
to the holy law of the Gospel. By Thine ineffable com-
passion, O Christ our God, make us victors over the irra-
tional passions, and make us worthy to see Thy tangible
victory over death, Thy radiant and lifebearing Resur-
rection, and have mercy on us. Amen.
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