Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, February 2™, 2025
Presentation (Meeting) of Our Lord Jesus Christ

First Antiphon

My heart hath poured forth a good word; I speak of my works to the king. My tongue is the
pen of a swiftly writing scribe.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

Grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee forever.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of
ages.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.
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Second Antiphon

Gird Thy sword upon Thy thigh, O mighty One, in Thy comeliness and Thy beauty. Bend Thy
bow, and proceed prosperously, and be king.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast borne in the arms of righteous Simeon,; who sing to Thee. Alleluia!

Thine arrows are sharp, O mighty One, in the heart of the king’s enemies; whereby the peoples
fall under Thee.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast borne in the arms of righteous Simeon; who sing to Thee. Alleluia!
A scepter of uprightness is the scepter of Thy kingdom.
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast borne in the arms of righteous Simeon; who sing to Thee. Alleluia!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of
ages.
O only-begotten son and word of God...
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Third Antiphon
Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own people, and thy
father’s house. Even the rich among the people shall entreat thy countenance. I shall commem-
orate thy name in every generation.

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, full of grace, for from thee arose the Sun of justice, Christ our God, lighting
those who are in darkness. Rejoice and be glad, O righteous elder, carrying in thine arms the Deliverer of our
souls, Who granteth us Resurrection.
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Entrance Hymn

The Lord hath made known His salvation; He hath revealed His justice in the sight of the
Gentiles. Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Seven)

Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief; Thou didst turn
the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a
warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the world the Great Mercy.
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Troparion of the Presentation of Christ (Tone One)

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, full of grace, for from thee arose the Sun of justice, Christ our
God, lighting those who are in darkness. Rejoice and be glad, O righteous elder, carrying in
thine arms the Deliverer of our souls, Who granteth us Resurrection.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Presentation of Christ (Tone One)

Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet,
didst bless Simeon’s arms, and didst also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in wars, and
confirm them whom Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the Lover of mankind.

slacaliy 691 LS, (Y LS Gl (53 by eI 3580l G sl i LAY )
] Ga ang Gl Lay agaal Gl Sl aly (g AN 8 Dl e 1aid)

The Epistle for the Presentation

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit
hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For He hath regarded the
of His servant.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul
to the Hebrews. (7:7-17)

Brethren, it is beyond dispute that the
inferior is blessed by the superior. Here
tithes are received by mortal men; there, by
one of whom it is testified that he lives. One
might even say that Levi himself, who
receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham,
for he was still in the loins of his ancestor
when Melchizedek met him. Now if
perfection had been attainable through the
Levitical priesthood (for under it the people
received the law), what further need would
there have been for another priest to arise
after the order of Melchizedek, rather than

humility
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one named after the order of Aaron? For
when there is a change in the priesthood,
there is necessarily a change in the law as
well. For the one of whom these things are
spoken belonged to another tribe, from
which no one has ever served at the altar. For
it is evident that our Lord was descended
from Judah, and in connection with that tribe
Moses said nothing about priests. This
becomes even more evident when another
priest arises in the likeness of Melchizedek,
who has become a priest, not according to a
legal requirement concerning bodily descent
but by the power of an indestructible life.
For it is witnessed of him, “Thou art a priest
forever, after the order of Melchizedek.”
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The Gospel for the Presentation

The Reading from the Holy
according to St. Luke. (2:22-40)

In those days, the parents of Jesus brought
Him up to Jerusalem to present him to the
Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord,
“Every male that opens the womb shall be
called holy to the Lord”), and to offer a
sacrifice according to what is said in the law
of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two
young pigeons.” Now there was a man in
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this
man was righteous and devout, looking for
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
was upon him. And it had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see
death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.
And inspired by the Spirit he came into the
Temple; and when the parents brought in the
child Jesus, to do for him according to the
custom of the law, he took Him up in his
arms and blessed God and said, “Lord, now
lettest thou Thy servant depart in peace,
according to Thy word; for mine eyes have

Gospel
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seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast
prepared in the presence of all peoples, a
light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for
glory to Thy people Israel.” And His father
and his mother marveled at what was said
about Him; and Simeon blessed them and
said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this child
is set for the fall and rising of many in Israel,
and for a sign that is spoken against (and a
sword will pierce through your own soul
also), that thoughts out of many hearts may
be revealed.” And there was a prophetess,
Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher; she was of a great age, having lived
with her husband seven years from her
virginity, and as a widow until she was
eighty-four. She did not depart from the
temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer
night and day. And coming up at that very
hour she gave thanks to God, and spoke of
Him to all who were looking for the
redemption of Jerusalem. And when they had
performed everything according to the law of
the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their
own city, Nazareth. And the child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom; and the
favor of God was upon Him.
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Megalynarion of the Presentation (Tone Three)

O Theotokos, thou hope of all Christians, keep and shelter and preserve them that set their
hope in thee.

In the shadow and letter of the Law, let us the faithful contemplate a prefiguring: Every male
child that openeth the womb is holy unto God. Therefore, do we magnify the first-born Word,
the Son of the Father Who 1s without beginning, the first-born Child of a Mother who hath not

known wedlock.
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Koinonikon (Communion Hymn) for the Feast (Tone Eight)
I will receive the cup of salvation, and call upon the Name of the Lord. Alleluia.

Upcoming Services & Events

Date Time Event

1/30/25 6:30pm  |[Vespers
6”30pm  |[YAM Night

9:00pm  |Compline
1/31/2025 7:00am  |Orthros
2/1/2025 10:00am |Arabic School

5:00pm  |Great Vespers w/Artoklasia for Feast of the Presentation of Christ

6:00pm  |Compline with Canon for Holy Communion

6:30pm  |[YAM Bible Study

2/2/2025 8:15am  |Prayers before Holy Communion
8:45am  |Orthros

10:00am  |Divine Liturgy for the Presentation of the Lord
10:00am  |Sunday School

1:00pm  |Brotherhood of St Paisios Gathering

2/4/2025 9:00am  |Orthros

7:00pm  |Choir Practice

2/5/2025 7:00am  |Orthros

9:30am  |Co-Op

10:00am  |Arabic Bible Study

0:00pm  |Paraklesis
6:00pm  |SOYO Night
2/6/2025 8:30am  |Prayers before Holy Communion

9:00am  |Divine Liturgy
9:30am  |Co-Op

6:00pm  |Antiochian Women Meeting
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BIBLE STUDY

Saimnt Mary Orthodox Church

6330 W 127th St, Palos Heights

Saturday, February 1st

Vespers at 5:00pm
Bible Study at 6:30pm

St Mary's Young Adult Ministry

Catechism Class
All are welcome! Class will be at 3:30pm

February 8 March 22
February 22 April 5
March 8




a® o @
» .

" — "

St. Mary Orthodox Church a3 ’.l“\ -
Couioles YW::me
String

it % Dinner

Saturday, February 15th, 2025 Click here or

scan to register.

Join us for Great Vespers at 5:00pm
Event begins at 6:00pm \

$50 per person i
Please RSVP by February gt
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See Jason or Katia |
Haddad with any

questions.



https://form.jotform.com/230186160392957
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Arabian Night
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Location: St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church
6330 W. 127th St. Palos Heights, II.60463
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Tickets: $80 perperson
No children
*Tickets are limited and will not be sold at the door ™

For more information &to purchase tickets please contact:

Muna Salman 708-769-5105, Rita Sweis 773-510-4303
or any of the Antiochian Women
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Guest Singer

Adel AlDaoud



https://form.jotform.com/230174401674955

Prepare splrltually

& practlcally at

Feb 22 | 11am-5pm

Holy Apostles Greek
Orthodox Church,
Westchester, IL

»3

: Student & Parent
Programs

e Practical workshops with an Orthodox
Christian college counselor (college
applications, finances, etc)

e Peer-led discussions and mentorship
opportunities

e Insight and encouragement from
Orthodox Christian college students

Scan for more
details and
to register



ODEH and, JAMILEH

= AKKAWI FOUNDATION -
SINCE 2015

The Odeh and Jamileh Akkawi Foundation is now accepting applicants for its annual

scholarship.

This scholarship is intended to provide our children with the resources they need to reach their God-

given potential. The future prosperity of our beloved communities depends on educated leaders who

are well-rounded, and are not afraid to take risks in order to advance themselves - and all of us - to
the highest levels possible.

PLEASE APPLY HERE: QJAF 2025/2026 Form
https://forms.gle/VsfCqr8zCFJS46WdA

Important Notes:
1. Each student selected to participate in the scholarship program will be awarded a $1,000 annually
through the 12th grade, as long as the requirements are met each year.

2. The scholarship includes $500 for tuition, books, school supplies, $500 for extra-curricular activities,
and access to a curated monthly enrichment program.
Selected students will receive the funds at the beginning of the following academic year.

Selection is based on three criteria: academic potential, character, and financial need.
Selected recipients will be notified by email no later than July 1, 2025

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: February 1st, 2025
Questions? Please email Dr. Kayed Odeh Akkawi at akkawifoundationegmail.com
Learn more about the Akkawi Foundation at www.akkawifoundation.or
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ODEH and, JAMILEH

— AKKAWI FOUNDATION -
SINCE 2015
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Form 2025/2026 OJAF : JUl (lgisll Ll Lig s3] dlall dusi Lo
https://forms.gle/VsfCqr8zCFJS46WdA
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akkawifoundationegmail.com
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On February 2 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we celebrate the
Meeting (Presentation) of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ in
the Temple, wherein the righteous Simeon received Him into his
arms. The Greek word for the feast 1s “Hypapante” [ee-pah-pan-
DEE] which means “Encounter” or “Meeting.” However, this was
not just some chance encounter. This feast, which closes the cycle
of the Nativity of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ, reminds
us that on the fortieth day after the birth of her first-born Son,
Mary carried Him to the Temple in accordance with the Mosaic
Law to offer Him to the Lord, and to ransom Him by the sacrifice
of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons (Luke 2:22-37). In
one of many acts of extreme humility, the divine Word thus lowers
Himself and submits to the law in order to fulfill it. This lowering
is also Jesus’ first official encounter with His people in the person
of Simeon. It is not only an encounter, but also a manifestation.
Simeon bears in his arms the One he knows to be the Salvation of
the world, “a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy
people Israel.” His endearing prayer, as found in the Gospel of
Luke, endures in the Orthodox Church to this day. The Church
considers this celebration as a Feast of the Theotokos in praise of
her role in this Presentation, and her connection in the work of her
Son. “Adorn thy chamber, O Zion, and receive Christ the King.
Welcome Mary the heavenly gate; for she hath appeared as a che-
rubic throne; she carrieth the King of glory” (Aposticha of Great
Vespers). The Virgin today accompanies the Child in His first of-
fering to the Father; she will also accompany Him even to the real-
ization of His sacrifice for humanity. Unto the very God be glory
and dominion unto the ages. Amen.
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