Saint Mary Orthodox Church
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, February 16", 2025
Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Martyr Pamphilos, priest of Caesarea in Palestine and his companions;
Venerable Flavian the hermit

Entrance Hymn

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone One)

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body,
Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the
heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ,
glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion for the Prodigal Son (Tone Three)

Foolishly I sprang away from Thy great fatherly glory, and dispersed in wicked deeds the

riches that Thou didst give me. With the Prodigal I therefore cry unto Thee now: I have sinned

against Thee, O compassionate Father. But receive me in repentance; make me as one of Thy
hired servants, O Lord.
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The Epistle for the Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Let Thy mercy, O Lo
Rejoice in the Lord
The Reading from the First Epistle of
St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:12-20)
Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but
not all things are expedient. All things are
lawful for me, but I will not be brought un-
der the authority of anything. Foods are for
the belly, and the belly for foods; but God
will destroy both it and them. Now the body
1s not for fornication, but for the Lord, and
the Lord for the body; and God both raised
up the Lord, and will also raise us up
through His power. Do you not know that
your bodies are members of Christ? Shall 1
therefore take away the members of Christ,
and make them members of a harlot? God
forbid! Or, do you not know that he who is
joined to a harlot is one body with her? For,
fiThe two,0 He says, fshall become one
flesh.0 But he who is joined to the Lord is
one spirit. Flee fornication! Every sin that a
person commits is outside the body, but
whoever commits fornication sins against his
own body. Or, do you not know that your
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within
you, whom you have received from God, and
that you are not your own? For you were
bought with a price; therefore glorify God in
your body and in your spirit, which are
GodG.
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The Gospel for the Sunday of the Prodigal Son

The reading from the Holy
according to St. Luke. (15:11-32)
The Lord spoke this parable: fiThere was a
man who had two sons; and the younger of
them said to his father, &Father, give me the
share of property that falls to me.6 And he
divided his living between them. Not many
days later, the younger son gathered all he
had and took his journey into a far country,
and there he squandered his property in loose
living. And when he had spent everything, a
great famine arose in that country, and he
began to be in want. So he went and joined
himself to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him into his fields to feed swine.
And he would gladly have fed on the pods
that the swine ate; and no one gave him
anything. But when he came to himself he
said, How many of my father® hired
servants have bread enough and to spare, but
I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go
to my father, and I will say to him, fiFather, I
have sinned against heaven and before you; I
am no longer worthy to be called your son;
treat me as one of your hired servants.0 And
he arose and came to his father. But while he
was yet at a distance, his father saw him and
had compassion, and ran and embraced him
and kissed him. And the son said to him,
(Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; I am no longer worthy to be
called your son.0But the father said to his
servants, Bring quickly the best robe, and
put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and
shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf
and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for
this my son was dead, and is alive again; he
was lost, and is found.6 And they began to
make merry. Now his elder son was in the
field; and as he came and drew near to the
house, he heard music and dancing. And he
called one of the servants and asked what
this meant. And he said to him, 6Your brother
has come, and your father has killed the
fatted calf, because he has received him safe
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and sound.0But he was angry and refused to
go in. His father came out and entreated him,
but he answered his father, d_o, these many
years | have served you, and I never diso-
beyed your command; yet you never gave
me a kid that I might make merry with my
friends. But when this son of yours came,
who has devoured your living with harlots,
you killed for him the fatted calf!0 And he
said to him, &on, you are always with me,
and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to
make merry and be glad, for this your broth-
er was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is
found.0 O
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3rd & 9th Day Memorial
Maximiliano Omar Nemri
Memory Eternal!

)

3rd & 9th Day Memorial
Hiam Haddadin Tadros
Memory Eternal!
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Upcoming Services & Events

Date Time Event

2/14/2025 7:00am  |Orthros

2/15/2025 10:00am |Arabic School

5:00pm  |Couples Ministry String Art & Dinner

5:00pm |Great Vespers

6:00pm |Compline with Canon for Holy Communion

2/16/2025 8:15am  |Prayers before Holy Communion

8:45am  |Orthros

10:00am  |Divine Liturgy

10:00am  |Sunday School
12:00pm  |[YAM Cotffee Hour

2/18/2025 9:00am  |Orthros

7:00pm  |Choir Practice

2/19/2025 7:00am  |Orthros

9:30am  |Co-Op
10:00am  |Arabic Bible Study

0:00pm  |Paraklesis
6:00pm  |SOYO Night

2/20/2025 9:00am  |Orthros

9:30am  |Co-Op

6:30pm  |Vespers
6:30pm  |YAM Night

8:45pm  |Compline




a® o @
» .

" — "

St. Mary Orthodox Church a3 ’.l“\ -
Couioles YW::me
String

it % Dinner

Saturday, February 15th, 2025 Click here or

scan to register.

Join us for Great Vespers at 5:00pm
Event begins at 6:00pm \

$50 per person i
Please RSVP by February gt
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https://form.jotform.com/230186160392957

Arabian Night
cludg Yo dale™

Location: St. Mary Antiochian Orthedox Church
6330 W. 127th St. Palos Heights, II.60463

Tickets: $80 perperson
No children
*Tickets are limited and will not be sold at the door ™

For more information &to purchase tickets please contact:
Muna Salman 708-769-5105. Rita Sweis 773-510-4303
or any of the Antiochian Women
" Guest Singer

Adel AlDaoud

Catechism Class

Al | are wel come! Cl as s

February 22 March 22
March 8 April 5



https://form.jotform.com/230174401674955

Prepare splrltually

& practlcally at

Feb 22 | 11am-5pm

Holy Apostles Greek
Orthodox Church,
Westchester, IL

»3

: Student & Parent
Programs

e Practical workshops with an Orthodox
Christian college counselor (college
applications, finances, etc)

e Peer-led discussions and mentorship
opportunities

e Insight and encouragement from
Orthodox Christian college students

Scan for more
details and
to register



of Orthodoxy

PaN OrTHODOX YespeRs

Sponsored by the Orthodox Christian Clergy Association of Greater Chicago

Sunday, March 9, 2025

Assumption Greek Orthodox Church
601 S Central Avenue, Chicago, IL

Homilist: His Grace Bishop Alexei
Diocese of Sitka and Alaska

of the Orthodox Church in America (OCA) 2%

Responses by © © HE=s

THE SYNODIKON 5B

The Pan Orthodox Choir THIS is the Faith of the Apostles!
of Greater Chicago THIS is the Faith of the Fathers!

THIS is the Faith of the Orthodox!
THIS is the Faith which has

established the Universe!

Gordana Trbuhovich, Director




St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights, IL

Parish Lenten Retreat with
Fr. Josiah Trenham

March 14th-16th, 2025

Family Life: Following Jesus
Christ in Your Home

Friday, March 14th
7:00pm - Akathist followed by reflection

Saturday, March 15th

9:00am - Divine Liturg

10:45am - Coffee & Retreshments
11:30am - Session 1

1:00pm - Lunch

2:30pm - Session 2

4:00pm - Break

4:30pm - Session 3

6:00pm - Great Vespers

Sunday, March 16th
8:45am - Orthros
10:00am - Divine Liturgy

If you plan to attend on Saturday, please
scan the QR code or click here to register.

https://submit.jotform.com/240386541107957

Contact Fabiola with any questions at
fsweis@stmaryoc.org

St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church | 6330 W. 127th St. Palos Heights, IL | @stmaryoc
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JOIN US FOR OUR

33RD ANNUAL IOCC

CHICAGO GRAND BANQUET
Thursday, May 8, 2025

Cocktails 6:00 pm | Dinner 7:00 pm

EMPRESS BANQUETS
200 E Lake Street, Addison, IL 60101

Please join us for an amazing evening of fellowship and learn how your
generosity helps those in need in places like Greece, the Holy Land, Ukraine,
and right here in the US. Please consider contributing to IOCC by becoming
an IOCC Banquet Benefactor, Sponsor, Patron, or Friend.

$125 per person | $1,250 per
table RSVP by Friday, April 25

Register at iocc.org/Chicago

The fair market value (FMV) for each ticket is $70. Only the portion of the payment that exceeds the FMV is deductible as a charitable contribution.
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Antiochian

ORTHODOX
ARCHDIOCESE CONVENTION

EARLY BIRD PRICE

Now Until April 30, 2025

4350
$ 330

Per Person Total Value $380

Buy your Ticket Books Today
and Save! I

57t BIENNIAL ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN

Archdiocese Convention
July 20 - 27, 2025
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HOTEL REGISTRATION

Hyatt Regency 0'Hare Chicago

$189

$10/night for parking
Complimentary shuttle to and from O’Hare

Reserve your Hotel Room!
S

“CONTINUING THE ANTIOCHIAN LEGACY IN CHICAGO”

Celebrating the

SOTH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE UNIFICATION OF

NEW YORK AND TOLEDO
and the

120TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE WORD MAGAZINE

. 100+ EVENTS AND MEETINGS

. CHURCH SERVICES

. ARCHDIOCESE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

. “ASK ABOUNA” ALL WEEK

. CLUB SAINT GEORGE
AGES 4-12

. BIBLE BOWL

. ORATORICAL FESTIVAL

- TEEN EVENTS

. YAMEVENTS

. WORKSHOPS

. “MY KIND OF TOWN”

. ARABIAN NIGHTS DINNER
AND HAFLI

. ANTIOCHIAN LEGACY
BANQUET AND GRAND HAFLI

Visit
WWW.AC2025CHICAGO.ORG

“Then Mary said, ”Behold the maidservant of
the Lord! Let it be to me according to your
word.” And the angel departed from her.”

Luke 1:38

THE MIRACULOUS WEEPING ICON

Cicero, IL

With the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan Saba, for
the first time, venerate the Miraculous Weeping Icon in the
hotel Chapel all week.

SCAN ME

Contact us
Host Parish
Saint George Antiochian
Orthodox Church

1220 S. 60th Court
Cicero, IL 60804

(708) 666-2927
Info@AC2025Chicago.org
AC2025Chicago.org



Weekly Synaxarion

commemorate the Martyr Pamphilos, priest of Caesa-
rea in Palestine and his companions; and Venerable
Flavian the hermit. On this day, we make remembrance
of the Parable of the Prodigal Son, which occurs in the
noble Gospel and which our deified Fathers reinstitut-
ed in the Triodion. In the parable our Savior tells, Jesus
illustrates three things: the condition of the sinner, the
canon of repentance and the knowledge of God® com-
passion. For in the person of the prodigal son, we view
the wretched condition that sin creates for us, distant
from God and His Sacraments. However, we become
aware of ourselves and awaken, hastening with hope to
return to Him through repentance. Our Savior wants to
call back to His mansions all those who have been
overtaken by despair, lacking hope of forgiveness for
their grave sins. The Father encourages all of his lost
children to remove the desperation from their hearts,
and revive their energies for virtuous deeds. Through
Thine 1neffable love for mankind, O Christ our God,
have mercy upon us. Amen.
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