Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, December 28th, 2025
After-feast of & Sunday after the Nativity of Christ

Commemoration of Joseph the Betrothed, David the Prophet and King, and James the brother
of God

First Antiphon

I will confess Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will tell of all Thy wonders. In the

council of the upright, and in the congregation, great are the works of the Lord.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

They are sought out in all the things that He hath willed. Confession and majesty are His

work, and His righteousness abideth unto ages of ages.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto the ages of
ages. Amen.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.
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Second Antiphon

Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; in His commandments shall he greatly delight. His
seed shall be mighty upon the earth. The generation of the upright shall be blessed.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Glory and riches shall be in His house, and His righteousness endureth forever.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

There hath risen up in darkness a light for the upright; he is merciful and compassionate and
righteous.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of
ages.

O only-begotten son and word of God...
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Third Antiphon

The Lord said unto my Lord: “Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy
footstool. The Lord shall send thee a rod of strength out of Zion. With thee is dominion in the
day of thy power, in the beauties of thy saints.

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they that
worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to know that from the east of|
the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!
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Entrance Hymn
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia !
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Four)

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women disciples of
the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the Dis-
ciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy.
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Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four)

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for
they that worshipped the stars did learn therefrom to worship Thee, O Sun of Justice, and to
know that from the east of the Highest Thou didst come. O Lord, glory to Thee .
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Troparion of Sunday After the Nativity (Tone Two)

Proclaim, O Joseph, to David, the grandparent of God, the amazing wonders; for thou hast
seen a Virgin great with child; for with the shepherds thou didst give glory, with the Magi
thou didst worship, and by the angel it was revealed to thee. Wherefore, plead thou with
Christ God to save our souls.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Nativity of Christ (Tone Three)

On this day the Virgin beareth the Transcendent in Essence; to the Unapproachable, the earth
doth offer a small cave; Angels join in choir with shepherds in giving glory; with a star the
Magi travel upon their journey; for our sakes is born a young Child, He Who existed before

the ages as God.
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Epistle for the Sunday After the Nativity of Christ

God is wondrous in His saints. y _ ) P .
In the churches, bless ye God. ',‘w/ /}é b,é"’ il ¢ e S A 5

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul | 5] W AN ey Sre Sl
to the Galatians. (1:11-19) S sl Gudsy uall Hlyy O M
Brethren, I would have you know that the LAalde
Gospel, which was preached by me, is not ) e . I

man’s gospel. For I did not receive it from ol edp Shan A Qi) G aShle) s b
man, nor was I taught it, but it came through




a revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have
heard of my former life in Judaism, how I
persecuted the Church of God violently and
tried to destroy it; and I advanced in Judaism
beyond many of my own age among my peo-
ple; so extremely zealous was I for the tradi-
tions of my fathers. But when He who had
set me apart before I was born, and had
called me through His grace, was pleased to
reveal His Son to me, in order that I might
preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not
confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up
to Jerusalem to those who were apostles be-
fore me, but I went away into Arabia; and
again I returned to Damascus. Then after
three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit
Cephas, and remained with him fifteen days.
But I saw none of the other apostles except
James the Lord’s brother.
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Gospel for the Sunday After the Nativity of Christ

The Reading from the Holy

according to St. Matthew. (2:13-23)
When the wise men had departed, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, “Rise, take the Child and
His mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain
there until I tell you; for Herod is about to
search for the Child, to destroy Him.” And
he rose and took the Child and His mother by
night, and departed to Egypt, and remained
there until the death of Herod. This was to
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet, “Out of Egypt have I called My
Son.” Then Herod, when he saw that he had
been tricked by the wise men, was in a
furious rage, and he sent and killed all the
male children in Bethlehem and in all that
region, who were two years old or under, ac-
cording to the time which he had ascertained
from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what
was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A
voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud

Gospel
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lamentation, Rachel weeping for her chil-
dren; she refused to be consoled, because
they were no more.” But when Herod died,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a
dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take
the Child and His mother, and go to the land
of Israel, for those who sought the Child’s
life are dead.” And he rose and took the
Child and His mother, and went to the land
of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus
reigned over Judea in place of his father Her-
od, he was afraid to go there, and being
warned in a dream he withdrew to the district
of Galilee. And he went and dwelt in a city
called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the
prophets might be fulfilled, “He shall be
called a Nazarene.”
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40 Day Memorial
Rafiq Sweis
Memory Eternal!

6 Month Memorial
Liza Zaghloul
Memory Eternal!

Upcoming Services & Events

Date Time Event
12/28/2025 8:15am  |Prayers before Holy Communion
8:45am  |Orthros
10:00am  |Divine Liturgy
12/30/2025 | 6:00pm  [YAM Christmas Party
7:00pm  |Choir Practice
12/31/2025 Office Closed
9:00am  [Orthros
Liturgy for the New Year (Circumcision of our Lord and St Basil
6:00pm |the Great
1/1/2026 Office Closed
1/2/2026 9:00am  |Orthros
1/3/2026 5:00pm  |Great Vespers
6:00pm  |Compline with Canon for Holy Communion
7:00pm  [YAM Deanery Puttshack Outing




JOIN US FOR OUR

ST. MARY YAM

GIRISTLN

PARTY!

PLEASE BRING A DISH TO SHARE

DECEMBER 30", 2025
@ 6:00PM
ST. MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH
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Dinner - Hafleh - Rafﬂe

TICKETS
ADULTS 12+: $100 ..
AGES 7-11: $60 Decenber B oA 730 Fn
6 & UNDER: $25 ——
KIDS TICKET INCLUDES THEIR OWN (Y S'
ORISR 2D TSRS et Ongel
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* TIME FOR FAMILIES TO RING IN THE NEW

YEAR TOGETHER. DJ SU LTAN

6330 W 127TH ST
PALOS HEIGHTS, IL 60463

" Purchase Online

For tickets call
Danny Haddad: 708-927-3608
Elias Zaboura: 708-296-5394
Saed Khoury: 708-769-3993



https://pci.jotform.com/form/252690959850168

PUTTSHAGK DEANERY SOGIAL
Chicage-land yeung adults are

welcome to join us
JANUARY S0), 2026
TIME: 338
1:00pm—3:00pm PEPRcsRDN
LOCHTION:

PUTTSHRCK, 1828

Oakbrook Center.
Uak Brook. Il 60523

THIS eVeNT IS ReSerVeD rOrR YOUNG ADULT MeMBerS Or
THe ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHICAGO-LAND CHURCHeS


https://pci.jotform.com/form/253176851128157

S ,4‘

Save the Date

Join us for our Annual Arabian Night Party on
Saturday, February 7th at 6:00pm.
A night full of food, music, dancing, and raffle.

Live Entertainment by Nabil Nemeh
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH

Drop Off Times

Sunday Mornings &
Mon. - Fri. 10am - 3pm

HELP DONATE
TO THOSE IN
HUNGER!

ACCEPTED: Remembering

Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta, the words of
Pasta Sauce, Peanut Butter, , St John
Jelly, Rice, Dry Milk, Soup, October 5 - Chrysostom: "It
Tuna, Canned Vegetables, January 4 is a better thing
Canned Fruit, Mac & Cheese, to feed the

Juice. hungry than to
raise the dead”

6330 W. 127th St Palos Heights, Il 60463 708-239-0004




ODEH and, JAMILEH

- AKKAWI FOUNDATION -
SINCE 2015

The Odeh and Jamileh Akkawi Foundation is now accepting applicants for its annual
scholarship.

This scholarship is intended to provide our children with the resources they need to reach their God-

given potential. The future prosperity of our beloved communities depends on educated leaders who
are well-rounded, and are not afraid to take risks in order to advance themselves - and all of us - to
the highest levels possible.

PLEASE APPLY HERE: https://forms.gle /su55méiy5vRj3pPD7

Important Notes:
1. Each student selected to participate in the scholarship program will be awarded a $1,000 annually
through the 12th grade, as long as the requirements are met each year.

2. The scholarship includes $500 for tuition, books, school supplies, $500 for extra-curricular activities,
and access to a curated monthly enrichment program.

Selected students will receive the funds at the beginning of the following academic year.

Selection is based on three criteria: academic potential, character, and financial need.
Selected recipients will be notified by email no later than July 1, 2026

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: March 1, 2026
Questions? Please email Dr. Kayed Odeh Akkawi at akkawifoundationegmail.com
Learn more about the Akkawi Foundation at www.akkawifoundation.org
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Week]g i)gnaxarion

On December 28 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commem-
orate the twenty thousand martyrs burned in Nicomedia; and
Venerable Simon the myrrh-streaming, founder of Simonopet-
ra monastery on Athos. On the Sunday after the Nativity of
Christ, we commemorate the holy and just Ancestors of God:
Joseph the Betrothed of the Holy Virgin, our Lady the Theoto-
kos; James the Brother of God and the First Bishop of Jerusa-
lem; and David the Prophet and King. David committed adul-
tery and murder, yet God forgave him and glorified him above
all the kings of Israel. He gave him the great grace to com-
pose the most beautiful penitential prayers (the Psalms) and to
prophesy the coming of Christ. Thus, God was not ashamed to
take upon Himself flesh from David’s seed. God designated
Joseph to protect the Most-holy Virgin, and 22 imparted to
him great honor in the plan of the salvation of mankind. Alt-
hough Joseph was of the royal lineage of David, he was a
humble carpenter in Nazareth. At the age of 80, Joseph took
the Most-holy Virgin from the Temple in Jerusalem and into
his home. He entered into rest at the age of 110. The Apostle
James is called the “Brother of the Lord” because he was the
son of the righteous Joseph the Betrothed. James greatly loved
Jesus and, according to tradition, he traveled to Egypt with the
Most-holy Virgin and Joseph, when Herod sought to slay the
newborn King. By their intercessions, O Christ God, have
mercy upon us and save us. Amen.
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