st. Mary Orthodox Church

Palos Heights, lllinois

Christ is Born ! Glorify Him !




Changes in the Liturgy
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First Antiphon

I will confess Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will tell of all Thy wonders. In the coun-
cil of the upright, and in the congregation, great are the works of the Lord.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

They are sought out in all the things that He hath willed. Confession and majesty are His
work, and His righteousness abideth unto ages of ages.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto the ages
of ages. Amen.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.
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Second Antiphon

Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; in His commandments shall he greatly delight. His
seed shall be mighty upon the earth. The generation of the upright shall be blessed.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Glory and riches shall be in his house, and His righteousness abideth unto ages of ages.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

There hath risen up in darkness a light for the upright; he is merciful and compassionate and
righteous.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of
ages.
O only-begotten son and word of God...
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Third Antiphon

The Lord said unto my Lord: sit Thou at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy
footstool. The Lord shall send Thee a rod of strength out of Zion. With Thee is dominion in
the day of Thy power, in the beauties of Thy saints.

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they that

worshipped the stars did learn therefrom to worship Thee, O Sun of Justice, and to know that from the east
of the Highest Thou didst come. O Lord, glory to Thee!
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Entrance Hymn

From the womb before the morning star have I begotten Thee. The Lord hath sworn, and He
will not repent; thou art a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. Save us, O
Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin; who sing to Thee. Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four)

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for
they that worshipped the stars did learn therefrom to worship Thee, O Sun of Justice, and to
know that from the east of the Highest Thou didst come. O Lord, glory to Thee!
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Kontakion of the Nativity (Tone Three)

On this day the Virgin beareth the Transcendent in Essence; to the Unapproachable, the earth
doth offer a small cave; Angels join in choir with shepherds in giving glory; with a star the
Magi travel upon their journey; for our sakes is born a young Child, He Who existed before
the ages as God.
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Instead of the Trisagion Hymn,

the following is sung (Tone One):

“As many as have been Baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia!” (THRICE)
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The Epistle

Let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to
Thee. Shout with joy to God, all the earth.
The reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to
the Galatians. (4:4-7)

Brethren, when the time had fully come,
God sent forth His Son, born of a woman,
born under the Law, to redeem those who
were under the Law, so that we might re-
ceive adoption as sons. And because you are
sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into
our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” There-
fore, you are no longer a slave but a son; and
if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.
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The

Gospel

The reading from the Holy
according to St. Matthew. (2:1-12)
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem,
saying, “Where is He who has been born
king of the Jews? For we have seen His star
in the East, and have come to worship Him.”
When Herod the king heard this, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes
of the people, he inquired of them where the

Gospel
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Christ was to be born. They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by
the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the
land of Judea, are by no means least among
the rulers of Judea; for from you shall come
a ruler who will govern My people Israel.””
Then Herod summoned the wise men secret-
ly and ascertained from them what time the
star appeared; and he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child, and when you have
found Him bring me word, that I too may
come and worship Him.” When they had
heard the king they went their way; and lo,
the star which they had seen in the East went
before them, until it came to rest over the
place where the child was. When they saw
the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great
joy; and going into the house they saw the
child with Mary His mother, and they fell
down and worshiped Him. Then, opening
their treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold
and frankincense and myrrh. And being
warned 1n a dream not to return to Herod,
they departed to their own country by
another way.
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St. Basil Liturgy Megalynarion
All creation rejoiceth in thee, O thou who art full of grace: the angelic hosts and the race of
men. O hallowed temple and spiritual paradise, glory of virgins, of whom God was incarnate
and became a little child, even our God who is before all the ages; for he made thy womb a
throne, and thy body more spacious than the heavens. All creation rejoiceth in thee, O thou
who art full of grace. Glory to thee.
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Koinonikon for the Nativity (Tone Eight)
The Lord hath sent redemption to his people. Alleluia!
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Instead of “We have seen the true light...”, sing:
Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four)
Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they
that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to know
that from the east of the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!
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By the mercy of God Almighty

John X

the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch and All the East

To

My brethren, the pastors of the Holy Church of Antioch

And my sons and daughters, wherever they are across this Apostolic See:
"O heavens, rejoice and be glad, O mountains, at the birth of Christ.”

By these words, borrowing from the hymnographer, the Church touches each
of our hearts and invites us to contemplate the birth of that Child Who chose a
cave, although the whole world is His. By these words, the hymnographer
addresses not only human beings but even lifeless creation, asking it to break
its silence, to rejoice with the angels, to exult with the shepherds, and to bow
before the manger of Bethlehem. As if the joy of humanity alone is not enough
to describe the encounter of mankind with Christ, the hymnographer calls upon
creation itself to cast off its stillness and to be clothed with the joy of the
Nativity—the joy of meeting that Child whose eyes ignite all our hope and
whose serenity iInspires ours.

Here is a call for each of us to cast off the burdens of the world and lay them
before the manger of Bethlehem. Here is a call for each of us to rejoice despite
the trials that surround us. Here is a call for man to rejoice even in the depths
of distress. A call not to surrender to despair despite everything. The Nativity of
Christ is a call to wipe away the dust that has gathered over the spark of our
hope, so that His hope may shine within us as hope, and His light as light.

Eachyear, humanity awakens from the slumber of its pride to behold this Child,
humble and radiant in the darkness of His cave. He came silently, yet His
silence spoke more eloquently than orators. He came in weakness, yet within
Him was a strength that strips weakness off the weak. He came resting in the
womb of the Virgin, though He rides upon the shoulders of the cherubim. He
came as a Child lying upon the straw of a manger, though He is the eternal God



resting upon the glory of His heights. He went into a cave to dig into the cave of
the human heart and place within it something of the sweetness of His Gospel
and the fragrance of His humility, while it suffers from the bitterness of its pride.

His Nativity evokes the memory of hope that is born in our hearts. It reminds us
of every poor and needy person—not a memory in words, but using the
language of action. We recall the Nativity today while being aware, in the
Church of Antioch, that we are the cradle of His Gospel, just as Bethlehem and
Jerusalem are the place of His Nativity, His Crucifixion, and His Tomb. We
contemplate the light of His countenance within the cave and pray that this
light may be incarnate in our lives, in the life of His Church, and all over His
world.

During these days, we remember our departed brothers, who have preceded us
and met with the bright countenance of that Child. We ask Him, through the
Intercession of the Virgin Mary, to embrace them and cover them with His
mercy.

May God grant many happy returns of these blessed days to all of you—our
children in the homeland and overseas, and to all peoples. May He fill you with
goodness, prosperity, and blessings from the Father of lights and the Source of
gifts, the Child of the cave, the Way, the Truth, and the Life, the Lord of mercies
and the God of all consolation. Amen.

Damascus, December 20, 2025



His Eminence Archbishop of New York
The Most Reverend and Metropolitan of

Metropolitan SABA - ) All North America
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ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA

Prot. no.: 630/2025
Natvity 2025

My esteemed brothers, the right reverend bishops of the Archdiocese,
My beloved sons, the priests and deacons of the Archdiocese,

My children in Christ, the dearly loved in the Lord, the sons and daughters of the
Archdiocese,

In these blessed days, the Holy Church reminds us of the great event accomplished by
God for our salvation: the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Chuast.

Our Church calls this feast “the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
flesh.” The emphasis is not so much on birth as it is on the Incarnation. The One
who is born i1s Emmanuel, which means “God with us.” By the birth of Chuist, “the
Word became flesh and dwelt among us™ (John 1:14). Let us therefore not be satisfied
with the outward expressions of the feast, but enter into its depth and its reflection in
our lives and growth, so that we may come to know the “abundant hife” which He

came to give us.

I greet you on the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Chrst in the flesh, and
I pray that your days may be blessed and your lives made holy by His abiding presence
within you and among you. I place before you some sayings of the French Orthodox
theologian Olivier Clement (+2009), hoping they may help you reflect on some of the

essential meanings of the Feast of the Nativity, so that you may live it more deeply.

Olivier sees the Nativity as a call to allow the incarnate Word to dwell within us, so
that we in turn may become words of consolation and hope. Thus, the feast becomes
more than a season or beautiful rituals; it becomes a daily journey of discipleship,
through which the world is renewed from within, the logic of domination is replaced
by the logic of giving, and the night of humanity is illumined by a light that never
fades.

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

358 Mountamn Road, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
(201) 871-13553 T Archdiocese(@antiochian org  (201) 871-7954 F



Among his sayings:

The Nativity is the beginning of the revolution of divine love, in which God
enters into human fragility in order to transform it into glory. (The Song of Tears)
God did not come to Bethlehem to assert power, but to reveal a weakness
stronger than all power: the power of love. (The Roots of Christian Mysticesm)

The Nativity is not an event of the past, but a mystery present at every
moment, for God continues to be born in the heart of the one who opens
himself to Him. (The Transfisuration of Death)

Christ came so that we might fulfill our humanity in Him, that He might raise it
to its full stature in love and freedom. (The Song of Tears)

The Incarnation of Christ proclaims that time is no longer a closed circle, but
has become a path to eternity, because God has entered our history. (The Song
of Tears)

The cave is no longer merely a place, but the human heart when it opens itself
to the presence of God. (The Song of Tears)

In a world consumed by nothingness and despair, the light of the Nativity
shines forth to say to us: You are not alone—Geod is with you, God is within
you. (The Roots of Christian Mysticisni)

On this blessed feast, my prayer for you is that God may remain with you, that you

may always be aware of His presence, and that you may respond to Him.

May every Nativity find you in all goodness.

With my love and prayers,

>l

+SABA
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of All North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)
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The Right Reverend SV, _.{!:“I Archiepiscopal Vicar for
Archimandrite Jeremy (Davis) ~AE Y Toledo and the Midwest

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA

The Natwvity of Chnst, 2025

The womb of your mother overturned the order of things: The establisher of all
entered rich and emerged poor. He entered lofty and emerged humble. He entered
radiant and emerged with a despised hue. He entered as a mighty warnor and put on
fear inside her womb. He entered as the nounsher of all and acquired hunger. He
entered as the donk-giver to all and acquired thirst. Stopped and laid bare, He

emerged from her womb as the one who clothes us all
St. Ephraim the Syrian, Hymns on the Nativity 11
Beloved Clergy and Faithful of the Midwest,
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was born in a cave for our salvation!

At Chnst’s holy Natwity, 2000 years ago, He gave the ulumate example of humble love, “who,
though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but
emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, bemng born in the likeness of men” (Philippans 2:6—
7, RSV). He did this in order to meet us in our weakness and sinful wretchedness, so that He mught
draw us back to Himself and raise us up to His sublimity.

His example 1s a challenge to each of us. If the Son of God could humble Himself 1n this way for
our sakes, ought we not to humble ourselves 1n order to be reconciled with those estranged from us,
regardless of who 1s at fault. “For he who does not love lus brother whom he has seen, cannot love
God whom he has not seen” (1 John 4:20). Therefore, may thus holy Nativity season inspire us to
humble ourselves and reconecile with one another. Has anyone wronged us? Let us let abandon the
lofty perch of wounded dignity and forgive them Have we wronged anyoner’ Let us abandon the
pretense of blamelessness and admut our fault.

By His holy Nativity, Chnst bowed the heavens in order to be with us. Let us embrace humility that
we mught be united 1n Him.

Wishing you all a joyous feast, I remain,

Yours in the Service of Chrst,

ST
e
Archimandunte Jeremy
Archiepiscopal Vicar

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

3549 Ginger Tree Lane, Toledo, Ohio 43623-1093
405-625-0673 T Frferemyl@antiochian org



JOIN US FOR OUR

ST. MARY YAM

CIRISINAN

PARTY!

PLEASE BRING A DISH TO SHARE

DECEMBER 30", 2025
@ 6:00PM
ST. MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH



+ A+ ST.MARYS CHURGIH

SAINT MARY
ORTHODOX CHURCH
o NEW YEAR

Dinner - Haﬂeh Rafﬂe

TICKETS
ADULTS 12+: $100 =
AGES 7-11: $60 Decenber B oA 730 P
6 & UNDER: $25 -

KIDS TICKET INCLUDES THEIR OWN

SUPERVISED PARTY DOWNSTAIRS WITH ( ;éi'/b< ;M

DINNER AND ENTERTAINMENT! BUBBLE

SHOW, BALLOON TWISTING AND MORE.
_THE KIDS PARTY WILL END AT 11:30PM IN SAE D KH O U RY
* TIME FOR FAMILIES TO RING IN THE NEW g
YEAR TOGETHER. DJ SULTAN Lo
6330 W 127TH ST =
PALOS HEIGHTS, IL 60463

" Purchase Online

For tickets call
Danny Haddad: 708-927-3608
Elias Zaboura: 708-296-5394
Saed Khoury: 708-769-3993



https://pci.jotform.com/form/252690959850168

PUTTSHAGK DeANSRY SOGIAL
Chicage-land, yeung adulty ae

welcome te join us
ANUARNES R087076
TIME: 55
1:00pm—3:00pm PEPR:SRDN
LOCATION:

PUTTSHACK, 1828
Oakbrook Center.
Oak Brook. IL 60523

THIS eVeNT IS ReSerVeD rOrR YOUNG ADULT MeMBerS OrF
THe ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHICAGO-LAND CHURCHeS



https://pci.jotform.com/form/253176851128157

Save the Date

Join us for our Annual Arabian Night Party on

Saturday, February 7th at 6:00pm.

A night full of food, music, dancing, and raffle.

Live Entertainment by Nabil Nemeh
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chu naxanon

On December 25 i1n the Holy Orthodox
Church we celebrate the Nativity according to
the flesh of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus
Christ. Thus entered into the world He
Whose coming was foretold by the prophets,
and Who was born 1n the same manner in
which 1t had been prophesied: of a Most-holy
Virgin, in the town of Bethlehem, of the line-
age of David according to the flesh, at the
time when there was no king in Jerusalem of
the lineage of Judah, but rather when a
foreigner named Herod, who sought to kill the
infant Messiah, was reigning. After many
types and prefigurings, messengers and
heralds, prophets and righteous men, wise
men and kings, finally He appeared, the Lord
of the world and King of kings, to perform the
work of the salvation of mankind. Unto Him
be glory unto ages of ages. Amen.
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