
 

  

 

 Saint Mary Orthodox Church 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 

 

 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

Sunday, November 16th, 2025 

The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew 
Martyr Ephygenia of Ethiopia, disciple of St. Matthew; Fulvian, prince of Ethiopia  

Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!  

  هلمُ لنسجد ونركع للمسيح ملكنا والهنا، خلصنا يا ابن الله يا من قام من بين الاموات، لنرتل لك هللويا!

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Six) 

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above 
Thy revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led 

Hades captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to 
the world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.  

لِبَةً طا إنَّ القُوّاتِ المَلائكِيَّةَ ظَهَروا على قَبْرِكَ الْمُوَقَّر، والحُرّاسَ صاروا كالأموات، ومَرْيَمَ وَقَفَتْ عِنْدَ القَبْرِ 
جَسَدَكَ الطاهِر، فَسَبَيْتَ الجَحيمَ ولَمْ تُجَرَّبْ مِنْها، وصادَفْتَ البتولَ مانِحاً الحياة. فيا مَنْ قامَ مِنْ بينِ 

 الأمواتِ، يا ربُّ المَجْدُ لَك.  

Troparion of St. Matthew the Evangelist (Tone Three) 

O holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew, intercede with the merciful God, to grant our souls 
forgiveness of sins.  

 أيُّها الرسولُ القدّيسُ متّى الإنجيلي، تَشَفَّعْ إلى الإلهِ الرحيمِ، أنْ يُنْعِمَ بغُفرانِ الزَلّاتِ لِنُفوسِنا.  

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling 
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of 

Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.  

في ميلادِكِ حفِظْتِ البتوليةَ وصنتِها وفي رقادِكِ ما أهمَلْتِ العالمَ وتركتِهِ يا والدةَ الإله. لأنكِ انتقلْتِ إلى 
  .الحياة بما أنك أمُّ الحياة. فبشفاعاتِكِ أنقذي من الموتِ نفوسَنا
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Kontakion of Entrance of the Theotokos (Tone Four) 

The sacred treasury of God’s holy glory, the greatly precious bridal chamber and Virgin, the 
Savior’s most pure temple, free of stain and undefiled,  into the House of the Lord  on this 

day is brought forward  and bringeth with herself the grace  of the Most Divine Spirit;  her do 
God’s Angels hymn with songs of praise,  for she is truly the heavenly tabernacle. 

رُ لِمَجْدِ الإله، اهِ اليَوْمَ الهَيْكَلُ الذي لِلْمُخَلَّصِ، الكُلِّيُّ النَّقاءِ، العَذْراءُ الخِدْرُ ذو الثَّمَنِ الجَزيلِ، وَهِيَ الكَنْزُ الطَّ 
وحِ الإلَهِيِّ مَعها. فَلْتُسَبِّحْها مَلائِكَةُ الله، لَأنَّها المِظَلَّ  ، تُدْخِلُ نِعْمَةَ الرُّ ماوِيَّة.   ةُ إذْ تَدْخُلُ بَيْتَ الرَّبِّ  السَّ

  The Epistle for St. Matthew 

 في كُلِّ الَأرْضِ خَرجََ صوْتهُُ.
ماَواَتُ تذُِيعُ مَجْدَ الله.  السَّ

ِِ اوللوإ ىلوإ  سوو فَصْلٌ مِنْ رِسالَةِ القِدّيسِ بولُسَ الرَّ
 أَهْلِ كورِنْثُوس.

يا إخْوَةُ، إنَّ اَلله أبرَزَنا نَحْنُ الرُسُلَ آخِرِي الناسِ، كأنَّناا 
مَااجْااعااولااونَ لِاالْاامَااوْتِ. لأنَّااا قَاادْ صِاارْنااا مَشْااهَااداً لاالااعااالَاامِ 
اا  الٌ مِانْ أجْالِ الامَاساياحِ، أمَّ والملائكةِ والبَشَرِ. نحنُ جُهَّ
أنْتُمْ فَحُكَماءُ في المَسيحِ. نَحْنُ ضُعَفاءُ، وأَنْاتاُمْ أَقْاوِيااءُ. 
أَنْتُمْ مُكَرَّمُونَ، ونَحْنُ مُهانونَ. وإلى هذهِ الساعةِ، نَاحْانُ 
َُ ونَااعْاارَلا ونُاالْاطَاامُ ولا قَاارارَ لَاانَااا. ونَااتْااعَااُ   نَاجااووُ ونَااعْااطَاا
عامِلينَ. نُشْتَمُ فَنُبارِك، نُضْطَهَدُ فَنَحْتَمِالُ. يُشَانَّاعُ عَالَايْاناا 
فَنَتَضَرَّو. قَدْ صِرْنا كَأَقْذارِ العالَمِ وكاأوساا ي يَسْاتاَخْابِاثاُهاا 
الجَميعُ إلى الآن. وَلَسْتُ لُأخَاجِالَاكُام أ اتاُ  هاذا، وإنَّاماا 
أعَِظُكُمْ كَأَوْلادي الَأحِبَّاءِ. لأنَّهُ ولَاوْ كاانَ لَاكُامْ رِةْاوَةٌ مِانَ 
المُرشِدينَ في المَسيحِ، لَيْاسَ لَاكُامْ آبااءٌ كاثايارونَ. لأنّاي 
أنَا وَلَدْتُكُمْ في المَسيحِ يسووَ باالإناجايالِ. فاأطالُاُ  إِلاياكُام 

 أنْ تَكونوا مُقْتَدِينَ بي. 

His sound hath gone forth into all the earth.  
The heavens show forth the glory of God. 
The Reading from the First Epistle of 
St. Paul to the Corinthians. (4:9-16) 
Brethren, I think that God has exhibited us 
Apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to 
death; because we have become a spectacle 
to the world, to angels and to men. We are 
fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in 
Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You 
are held in honor, but we in disrepute. To the 
present hour we hunger and thirst, we are ill-
clad and buffeted and homeless, and we la-
bor, working with our own hands. When re-
viled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; 
when slandered, we try to conciliate; we 
have become, and are now, as the refuse of 
the world, the scourge of all things. I do not 
write this to make you ashamed, but to ad-
monish you as my beloved children. Though 
you have countless guides in Christ, you do 
not have many fathers. I became your father 
in Christ Jesus through the Gospel. I urge 
you, then, be imitators of me.  
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Engagement 
Elias Jalil Atiyeh 

and 
Angeline Peter Sayegh 

Congratulations! 

Removal of Crowns 

Saif and Sally Ziadat 

Congratulations! 

Memory Eternal 
Fahim Saliba Makhamreh 

 

  The Gospel for St. Matthew  

فصلٌ من بشارةِ القديسِ متَّإ الإنجيليِّ البشيرِ لالتلميذِ 
 الطاهِر.

في ذَلِكَ الزَّمانِ، فاياماا يساووُ ماجاتاازٌ رأَلا إنساانااً جاالسااً 
على مائدةِ الجِبايةِ اسمُهُ متَّى، فقال لهُ: "اتاباعْاناي". فاقاام 
ااريانَ كاثاياريانَ  وتبِعَهُ. وفيما كانَ متَّكِئاً في البيتِ إذا باعاشَّ
وخَااطااأَةي جااااُوا واتَّااكااأُوا مَااعَ يسااووَ وتاالاماايااذِهِ. فاالَّاامااا نااظاارَ 
الاافااريساايااونَ قااالااوا لااتاالاماايااذِهِ: "لااماااذا مااعاالّاامُااكاام يااأ االُ مااع 
العَشّارينَ والخاطاأَة " فالَّاماا ساماعَ يساووُ قاالَ: "لا ياحاتااجُ 
اءُ إلى طبي ي لَكِنْ ذوو الَأسْقام. فاذهَاباوا واعالَاماوا  الأصِحَّ
ما هو إِني أريادُ رحاماةً لا ذباياحاةً. لأنّاي لام آتِ لَأدعاوَ 

يقينَ بل خَطَأَةً الى التوةة."   صِدِّ

The Reading from the Holy Gospel         
according to St. Matthew. (9:9-13) 
At that time, as Jesus passed on from there, 
He saw a man called Matthew sitting at the 
tax office; and He said to him, “Follow Me.”  
And he rose and followed Him.  And as He 
sat at table in the house, behold, many tax 
collectors and sinners came and sat down 
with Jesus and His disciples.  And when the 
Pharisees saw this, they said to His disciples, 
“Why does your teacher eat with tax collec-
tors and sinners?”  But when Jesus heard it, 
He said, “Those who are well have no need 
of a physician, but those who are sick.  Go 
and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, 
and not sacrifice.’  For I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance.”  

3rd & 9th Day Memorial 

Clodia Dahdal 

Memory Eternal! 

Koinonikon (Communion Hymn) for St. Matthew (Tone Eight) 

His sound hath gone forth into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world.       
Alleluia.  

 في كُلِّ الَأرْضِ خَرَجَ صوْتُهُ، وإلى أقاصي المَسْكونَةِ كَلامُهُ. هَلِلوييا. 
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  Upcoming Services & Events 

Date Time Event 

11/16/2025 8:15am Prayers before Holy Communion 

 8:45am Orthros 

 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

 10:00am Sunday School 

11/17/2025 6:00pm Antiochian Women Meeting 

11/18/2025 9:00am Orthros 

 7:00pm Choir Practice 

11/19/2025 7:00am Orthros 

 10:00am Arabic Bible Study 

 6:00pm Paraklesis 

 6:00pm SOYO Night 

11/20/2025 9:00am Orthros 

 4:00pm Prayers before Holy Communion 

 4:30pm Compline 

 5:00pm 
Great Vespers w/ Artoklasia for the Entrance of the  
Theotokos  

 6:00pm Orthros for the Entrance of the Theotokos  

 7:00pm 
 
Liturgy for the Entrance of the Theotokos  

11/21/2025 6:00pm Adult Education and Kids SOYO 

11/22/2025 10:00am Arabic School 

 5:00pm Great Vespers 

 6:00pm Compline with Canon for Holy Communion  
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Important: Mark your Calendars for Christmas Liturgy 
Important! Please mark your calendars for the Christmas 
Liturgy. Matins will begin at 8pm followed by Liturgy at 
9:30pm, Wednesday December 24th. How can we truly           
celebrate Christmas if we skip out on Christmas Liturgy? 
The Christmas season is a very busy time, & we have plans 
to be with friends & family. But, we must learn to set our    
priorities straight, so schedule your gatherings around the 
Christmas Liturgy. Can you imagine having a birthday  
party without the birthday boy?! That’s exactly what we do 
when we don’t attend Christmas Liturgy. Let us begin to 
change the secularization of Christmas & bring Christ back 
into the picture by remembering the reason for the season. 
We look forward to seeing you all at Christmas Liturgy. 
God bless! 

The Nativity Fast (Advent) began Saturday, November 
15th and will end December 24th (after Christmas Eve Lit-
urgy). We are to fast from meat and dairy.  In order for fast-
ing to be effective, it must be accompanied with prayer and 
acts of mercy and love. St. John Chrysostom reminds us: 
“What good is it to fast from meat and dairy, if we devour 
and eat one another.”  Please remember to love and forgive 
in this special time in which we prepare for the birth of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. 
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Annual Christmas Toy Drive 
 

 

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:16) 

 
 

It is that time of the year again to begin preparing for our 
Annual Christmas Drive. The wish lists for 100 children 
given to us by the Illinois Department of Children and 

Family Services have been distributed. For most of these 
children, these will be the only Christmas gifts they re-

ceive. 

 

Please drop off your gifts on Sundays or at the 
church office during regular business hours:  

Monday - Friday, 10am - 3pm 
 
 

Due November 30th 

 

   Taking our faith outside the church walls  
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If you are interested in nominating yourself or another 
person for St. Mary’s Parish Council, please let Jawad  
Salman know by Saturday, October 15th. Nominations 
will not be considered  after that date.  
 

Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will take 
place Sunday, November 13th immediately following 
the Divine Liturgy. Mark your calendars and make 
every effort to attend. 
 

Please make sure your up to date on your 2022 pledge, 
so that you can participate in the General      Assembly. 
 

Thanks and God bless! 

 

 
 
 
 
Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will take place 
Sunday, November 16th immediately following the     
Divine Liturgy. Mark your calendars and make every   
effort to attend. 
 
Please make sure your up to date on your 2025 pledge, 
so that you can participate in the General Assembly. 
 

Thanks and God bless! 
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October 5 - 
January 4 
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https://pci.jotform.com/form/252690959850168
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https://forms.gle/su55m6iy5vRj3pPD7
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Weekly Synaxarion 

On November 16 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate 
the holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew. He was the son of Alphae-
us, and a tax collector when the Lord saw him in Capernaum and 
said: “Follow Me. And he arose, and followed Him (Matthew 9:9).” 
After that, Matthew received the Lord in his home and thus provided 
the occasion for the Lord to express several great truths about His 
coming to earth. After receiving the Holy Spirit, Matthew preached 
the Gospel to the Parthians, Medes and Ethiopians. Matthew bap-
tized the wife and the son of the prince of Ethiopia, at which the 
prince became greatly enraged and dispatched a guard to bring Mat-
thew to him for trial. The soldiers returned to the prince saying that 
they had heard Matthew’s voice, but could not see him with their 
eyes. The prince then sent a second guard. When this guard ap-
proached the apostle, he shone with a heavenly light so powerful that 
the soldiers could not look at him; filled with fear, they threw down 
their weapons and returned. The prince then went himself. Matthew 
radiated such light that the prince was instantly blinded. However, 
the holy apostle had a compassionate heart; he prayed to God, and 
the prince was given back his sight. Unfortunately, he arrested Mat-
thew and subjected him to cruel tortures. Eventually, after Matthew’s 
death, the prince repented, was baptized, taking the name “Matthew,” 
and served as a priest, giving up his princely wealth. Matthew the 
Apostle wrote his Gospel in the Aramaic language. It was soon trans-
lated into Greek and the Greek text has come down to us, while the 
Aramaic text has been lost. On this day, we also commemorate the 
Martyr Ephygenia of Ethiopia, disciple of St. Matthew; and Fulvian, 
prince of Ethiopia. By the intercessions of Thy saints, O Christ God, 
have mercy upon us. Amen.  


