Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, October 26th, 2025

Great-Martyr Demetrios the Myrrh-Streaming &
Sixth Sunday of Luke

Commemoration of the Great Earthquake in Constantinople in 740;
Venerable-martyr Joasaph of Dionysiou monastery on Athos

Entrance Hymn

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His
own arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and become the first-born from the dead.
He hath delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.
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Troparion for the Earthqguake
O Thou Who lookest upon the earth and makest it tremble, deliver us from the fearful menace

of earthquake, O Christ our God, and by the intercessions of the Theotokos, send down upon
us Thy mercies in abundance, O only Friend of man.
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Troparion for St. Demetri os

A great champion hath the whole world found thee to be when in grave perils; for thou dost
put to flight the heathen, O victorious one. As thou didst humble LyaeusOarrogance and
gavest boldness to Nestor in the stadium, thus, O holy Great Martyr Demetrios, do thou

entreat Christ God that we be granted Great Mercy.
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Troparion of the Dormition (

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Theotokos (

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most
constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O
good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed
thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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The Epistle for St. D
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Timothy, my son, be strong in the grace that . 0AF
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The Gospel for the Sixth

The Reading from
according to-399). Lu
At that time, Jesus arrived at the country of
the Gadarenes, which 1s opposite Galilee.
And as He stepped out on land, there met
Him a man from the city who had demons;
for a long time he had worn no clothes, and
he lived not in a house but among the tombs.
When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell
down before him, and said with a loud voice,
AWhat hast Thou to do with me, Jesus, Son
of the Most High God? I beseech Thee, do
not torment me.0 For Jesus had commanded
the unclean spirit to come out of the man.
[For many a time it had seized him; he was
kept under guard, and bound with chains and
fetters, but he broke the bonds and was
driven by the demon into the desert.] Jesus
then asked him, fiWhat is your name?0 And
he said, fiLegionO ;for many demons had
entered him. And they begged Jesus not to
command them to depart into the abyss. Now
a large herd of swine was feeding there on
the hillside; and they begged Jesus to let
them enter these. So, He gave them leave.
Then the demons came out of the man and
entered the swine, and the herd rushed down
the steep bank into the lake and was
drowned. When the herdsmen saw what had
happened, they fled, and told it in the city
and in the country. Then people went out to
see what had happened, and they came to
Jesus, and found the man from whom the
demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus,
clothed and in his right mind; and they were
afraid. And those who had seen it told them
how he who had been possessed with
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demons was healed. Then all the people of
the surrounding country of the Gadarenes
asked Jesus to depart from them; for they
were seized with great fear; so He got into
the boat and returned. The man from whom
the demons had gone begged that he might
be with Jesus; but Jesus sent him away, say-
ing, MReturn to your home, and declare all
that God has done for you.0 And he went
away, proclaiming throughout the whole city
all that Jesus had done for him.
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Upcoming Services & Events

Date

Time

Event

10/26/2025

8:15am

Prayers before Holy Communion

8:45am

Orthros

10:00am

Divine Liturgy

10:00am

Sunday School

10/27/2025

10:00am

Liturgy for St Olga of Alaska

10/28/2025

9:00am

Orthros

6:30pm

Catechism Class

7:00pm

Choir Practice

10/29/2025

7:00am

Orthros

10:00am

Arabic Bible Study

6:00pm

Paraklesis

6:00pm

Teen SOYO

10/30/2025

9:00am

Orthros

10/31/2025

7:00am

Orthros

5:30pm

Prayers Before Holy Communion

6:00pm

Divine Liturgy for Sts Cosmas and Damian and St.
Raphael

6:00pm

Parish Family Night

11/1/2025

10:00am

Arabic School

12:00pm

YAM Bengtsons Outing

10:00am

Divine Liturgy for St. Luke

5:00pm

Great Vespers

6:00pm

Compline with Canon for Holy Communion
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ST MARY YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

UPCOMING EVENTS!

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH



ST. MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH

HABKEH TROUPE

JOIN US FOR DUR FIRST PRACTICE ON
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23™

/-00PM
THE DABKEM TROUPE WILL AL PARTICIPANTS MUST BE 13
PERFORM AT VARIDUS ~ YEARS OF AGE OR DLDER & A

ST. MARY'S EVENTS. MEMBER 0OF ST. MARY CHURCH.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER [] T2 ]
& COMPLETE THE WAIVER. i'i:*q;i-:j-'!-"-’-

SEE FABBY WITH ANY ODUESTIONS.

) X \\‘__ vl { 1 \ ‘\\/‘/_'_ /
- S F \ ~ 1 5 -
’ ’ "/( ‘ /‘~ "\ ' 4 1 e\ I\ V4 N f2 AL / /’\\ \‘Ll 2
S\ 3 AY - i/ g \
(&) AN Y AN\ NS =Y A
\ ) L —— ‘\"\ J {:\" _\’_\;*_ e \" :\ ] f ““. ’\,4:” v / /j//
(52~ N ) N7 \NEAT S /\
| 7N 7 > - P s \r'_v‘ ,'\ ol A / /\
~ { -~ o ‘ ol PP —~—— [ | \‘.r'v\".‘.A‘.r:( k\‘
S22 N A A APROA) N
e m)./‘- = JACE AP N o /\ Q= \\ ol fm n\


https://form.jotform.com/252935600835156

Friday, October 31*
6:00pm

Skip the chaos of the world and join
your church family for Liturgy,

dinner and lots of games!

6:00pm - Divine Liturgy for
Sts. Cosmas & Damian

7:30pm - Dinner followed by lots of
games, treats and a bonfire!

We kindly ask everyone to refrain from
wearing costumes. Thank you!

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect
will of God." Romans 12:2




St. Mary’s
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner
Hosted by Our Antiochian Women
Saturday, November 8, 2025

St. Mary Orthodox Church
6330 W, 127th St., Palos Heights, IL. 60463

Join us for food, music, and raffle!
Doors open at 6:00pm

Live entertainment by our very own

Saed Khoury

Tickets: Adults - $§40
Children (5-12yrs) - $20
(Tickets are non —refundable)

"
Scan the QR code or E L

click here to purchase
your ticRets

“It is a good thing to I-
give thanks unto [=]
? the Lord”

Please contact Shireen Salman 708-717-9640,
Kholoud Swais 708-431-0084,

£
/\$ Nina Atiyeh 708-768-4614,
Rita Sweis 773-510-4303
'z, or any of the Antiochian Women for tickets.
¢



https://pci.jotform.com/form/213565133791962

"Liturgy | after the Liturgy”

Taking our faith outside the church wall
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@ Annual Christmas Toy Drive @
{ﬁ Do not neglect to do goodﬁﬁnd
{ﬁ} sacrifices are pIeaS|ng¢§o

(& It is that time of the year again to begin preparing for our ((ﬁ
2= Annual Christmas Drive. The wish lists for 100 children
{W given to us by the lllinois Department of Children and ((ﬁ
(& Family Services will be distributed this Sunday. For most (‘“
.= Of these children, these will be the only Christmas gifts

5 s
N they receive. N
iw‘a ¢
(‘ = Please drop off your gifts on Sundays or at the (‘4
(‘l church office during regular business hours: (‘l
N Monday - Friday, 10am - 3pm N
Qo o
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) Due November 30t A
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH

Drop Off Times

Sunday Mornings &
Mon. - Fri. 10am - 3pm

HELP DONATE
TO THOSE IN
HUNGER!

ACCEPTED: Remembering

Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta, the words of
Pasta Sauce, Peanut Butter, , St John
Jelly, Rice, Dry Milk, Soup, October 5 - Chrysostom: "It
Tuna, Canned Vegetables, January 4 is a better thing
Canned Fruit, Mac & Cheese, to feed the

Juice. hungry than to
raise the dead”

6330 W. 127th St Palos Heights, Il 60463 708-239-0004




Water, Hand Sanitizer, Masks MOSt Needed

Canned Soups (include a can opener)

Pasta Meals & Canned Sauce . .
Canned Meat & Fish Items n 2025 ’
Canned Fruit & Vegetables

Allergy Friendly Food Options

o Gluten Free, Nut Free, Dairy Free
Flour, Cornmeal. Rice, Dry Beans, Peanut Butter & Jelly, Crackers
Shelf Stable Milk, Cereals, Cooking Oils, Boxed Meals
Pancake & Muffin Mix that Only Require Water, Instant Foods
Baby Food, Juice Boxes, Apples Sauce & Granola Bars
Baby Clothes, Baby Diapers & Wipes
Clothing, Hats, Coats, Gloves, Pants, Shirts, Sweaters
Blankets, Underwear, Shoes and Socks (Socks #1 requested item)
Household Cleaning Supplies & Paper Products
Hand Soap, Shampoo, Body Wash, Deodorant, Toothbrush, Toothpaste,
Floss, Body Wipes, Mouthwash, Gloves, Razors, Shaving Cream,
Feminine Hygiene Products, Lotion, Powder, Combs & Brushes
Backpacks, Duffle bags, Portable Chargers
First Aid Kit & Flash Lights



annual General Assembly Meeting ang
Parish Council Nominations

Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will take place
Sunday, November 16th immediately following the
Divine Liturgy. Mark your calendars and make every
effort to attend.

Please make sure your up to date on your 2025 pledge,
so that you can participate in the General Assembly.

Thanks and God bless!
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HODOX CHY NEW YE AR

» mué
Dinner - Hafleh - Rafﬂe

TICKETS
ADULTS 12+: $100 ..
AGES 7-11: $60 Decenber B oA 730 Fn
6 & UNDER: $25 ——
KIDS TICKET INCLUDES THEIR OWN (Y S'
ORISR 2D TSRS et Ongel
me s parvvwienoarnzoenn S A X)) KHQURY

* TIME FOR FAMILIES TO RING IN THE NEW

YEAR TOGETHER. DJ SU LTAN

6330 W 127TH ST
PALOS HEIGHTS, IL 60463

" Purchase Online

For tickets call
Danny Haddad: 708-927-3608
Elias Zaboura: 708-296-5394
Saed Khoury: 708-769-3993
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ODEH and, JAMILEH

- AKKAWI FOUNDATION -
SINCE 2015

The Odeh and Jamileh Akkawi Foundation is now accepting applicants for its annual
scholarship.

This scholarship is intended to provide our children with the resources they need to reach their God-

given potential. The future prosperity of our beloved communities depends on educated leaders who
are well-rounded, and are not afraid to take risks in order to advance themselves - and all of us - to
the highest levels possible.

PLEASE APPLY HERE: https://forms.gle /su55méiy5vRj3pPD7

Important Notes:
1. Each student selected to participate in the scholarship program will be awarded a $1,000 annually
through the 12th grade, as long as the requirements are met each year.

2. The scholarship includes $500 for tuition, books, school supplies, $500 for extra-curricular activities,
and access to a curated monthly enrichment program.

Selected students will receive the funds at the beginning of the following academic year.

Selection is based on three criteria: academic potential, character, and financial need.
Selected recipients will be notified by email no later than July 1, 2026

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: March 1, 2026
Questions? Please email Dr. Kayed Odeh Akkawi at akkawifoundationegmail.com
Learn more about the Akkawi Foundation at www.akkawifoundation.org
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Weekly Synaxarion

On October 26 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the
holy, glorious, and rightvictorious Great-Martyr Demetrios, the Won-
derworker and Myrrh-Streaming. His father was the military com-
mander of Salonica, and, when he died, the Emperor Maximian
made Demetrios commander in his place. In doing this, the Emperor,
an opponent of Christ, particularly recommended him to persecute
and exterminate the Christians in Salonica. Demetrios not only diso-
beyed the Emperor, but he openly confessed and preached Christ the
Lord in the city. Demetrios even proclaimed openly before the Em-
peror that he was a Christian, and, furthermore, denounced the Em-
perorG idolatry. The enraged Emperor cast him into prison. Knowing
what awaited him, Demetrios gave his goods to his faithful servant,
Lupus, to give away to the poor, and went off to prison, glad that suf-
fering for Christ was to be his lot. After several days, the Emperor
sent soldiers to the prison to kill Demetrios. They came upon the
saint of God at prayer, and ran him through with their spears. Chris-
tians secretly took his body and gave it burial, and there flowed from
it myrrh by which many of the sick were healed. Demetrios entered
the heavenly mansions in 306. On this day, we remember the great
and terrible earthquake in Constantinople in 740. This was a terrify-
ing and long-lasting disaster in the time of Leo the Isaurian, the first
of the iconoclast emperors. The people realized that this was God®
punishment for their sins, and entreated the most holy Mother of God
and St. Demetrios with great penitence, until God had mercy and
ended the earthquake. On this day, we also commemorate the Vener-
able-martyr Joasaph of Dionysiou monastery on Athos. By the inter-
cessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.
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