Saint Mary Orthodox Church
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, October 12th, 2025
Sunday of Holy Fathers of Seventh Ecumenical Council
& Fourth Sunday of Luke

Martyrs Probos, Andronikos and Tarachos at Tarsus; Martyr Domnina at Anazarbus in Cilicia;
Virgin Martyr Anastasia of Rome

Entrance Hymn

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone One)
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body,

Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the
heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ,
glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind.
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Troparion of the Holy Fathers (Tone Eight)

Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise Who didst establish our holy Fathers as
luminous stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us unto the true Faith, O most
merciful One, glory to Thee.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone Two)

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most
constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O
good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed
thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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The Epistle for the Holy Fathers

Blessed are Thou, O Lord, the God of our
Fathers. For Thou art just in all that Thou
hast done to us.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul
to St. Titus. (3:8-15)

Titus, my son, faithful is the saying, and con-
cerning these things I desire you to affirm
confidently, that those who have believed in
God may be thoughtful of how to preside in
honorable occupations. These things are
good and profitable to men. But avoid fool-
ish disputes, and genealogies, and conten-
tions, and controversies about the Law; for
they are unprofitable and vain. A man who is
a heretic after the first and second admoni-
tion reject, knowing that such a one is sub-
verted, and sins, being self-condemned.
When I send Artemas to you, or Tychicos,
give diligence to come to me to Nicopolis;
for I have determined to winter there. Set
forward Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on
their journey diligently, that they may be
lacking in nothing. And let our people also
learn how to preside in honorable occupa-
tions, so as to help in cases of urgent need,
that they should not be unfruitful. All who
are with me salute you. Salute those who
love us in the faith. Grace be with you all.
Amen.
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The Gospel for the Fourth Sunday of Luke

The Reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St. Luke. (8:5-15)

The Lord spoke this parable: “A sower went
out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some
fell along the path, and was trodden under
foot, and the birds of the air devoured it.
And some fell on the rock; and as it grew up,
it withered away, because it had no moisture.
And some fell among thorns; and the thorns
grew with it and choked it. And some fell
into good soil and grew, and yielded a
hundredfold.” And when His Disciples
asked Him what this parable meant, Jesus
said, “To you it has been given to know the
secrets of the kingdom of God; but for others
they are in parables, so that seeing they may
not see, and hearing they may not under-
stand. Now the parable is this: The seed is
the word of God. The ones along the path
are those who have heard; then the devil
comes and takes away the word from their
hearts that they may not believe and be
saved. And the ones on the rock are those
who, when they hear the word, receive it
with joy; but these have no root, they believe
for a while and in time of temptation fall
away. And as for what fell among the thorns,
they are those who hear, but as they go on
their way, they are choked by the cares and
riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit
does not mature. And as for that in the good
soil, they are those who, hearing the word,
hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and
bring forth fruit with patience.” As Jesus
said this, He called out, “He who has ears to
hear, let him hear.”
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Memory Eternal
Fadwa Nichola Sweis

Removal of Crowns

Issa and Rawan Haddad
Congratulations!

Upcoming Services & Events

Date

Time

Event

10/12/2025

8:15am

Prayers before Holy Communion

8:45am

Orthros

10:00am

Divine Liturgy

12:00pm

Fall Harvest Festival

10/13/2025

8:30am

Prayers before Holy Communion

9:00am

Liturgy for St Jacob of Hamatoura

10/14/2025

9:00am

Orthros

6:30pm

Catechism Class

7:00pm

Choir Practice

10/15/2025

7:00am

Orthros

10:00am

Arabic Bible Study

6:00pm

Paraklesis

6:00pm

Teen SOYO

10/16/2025

0:00am

Orthros

10/17/2025

7:00am

Orthros

6:00pm

Great Vespers for St. Luke the Evangelist

10/18/2025

8:30am

Prayers Before Holy Communion

9:00am

Orthros

10:00am

Divine Liturgy for St. Luke

10:00am

Arabic School

5:00pm

Great Vespers

6:00pm

Compline with Canon for Holy Communion
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St. Mary’s Sunday School invites you to our

Codparent Sulu‘wj &
Fafl Harvest Festival

Sunday, October 12th, 2025

Godparents and your Godchildren are encouraged
to attend Divine Liturgy at 10:00am followed by a
fun filled afternoon! There will not be Sunday
School. All students will remain in the church for
the prayer with their Godparents, then go outside
for the festival after the dismissal.

Food Truck | Ice Cream | Bake Sale
Games | Basketball | 4 Square
Bags Tournament | Photo Booth



SPECIAL, OLYMPICS

45TH ANNUAL SPECIAL OLYMPICS SPORTS CAMP

Next Sunday, October 19, our teens will be collecting financial
donations to help sponsor this remarkable event. Your
contributions make it possible for every athlete, coach, and
teen volunteer to attend the camp at no cost. They also help

cover travel expenses for the SOYO members who come to
Serve.

As a token of appreciation, our teens will offer bookmarks
featuring the icon of Christ the High Priest to all who
contribute.

Thank you for prayerfully considering a gift to this ministry.
Your support helps our youth grow in Christ by giving them a
unique opportunity to love and care for others.
Checks may be made payable to your local Teen SOYO group,
with “SOAD 2025” in the memo line.

Donations can also be made online at
www.teensovo.org/special-olympics.
- oRTH
Venmo @NAC-50Y(0 & Dao+

DID YOU KNOW?

Esch year, NAC Teen SOY0 covers the cost of the camp,
approximately $75,.000, through the generosity of our fellow
parishioners. Through the years, we have hosted more than 500
athletes and conches. Around 1,200 of our teens have had the
unique experience of being a conch or volunteer at the camp.




ST MARY YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

UPCOMING EVENTS!

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH



St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights

T R4

Arabic School will be
every Saturday starting

October 4th from
10am-12pm!

Ages 5 & up!

(Must be 5 by end of 2025)
Adults are welcome!

1st student - $275

2nd student - $225

3trd student - $175

4th student - free

Click here ot scan the

QR code to registet.

For questions, contact Randa Muasher
at arabic(@stmaryoc.org


https://pci.jotform.com/form/242246852981969

ST. MARY'S CHURCH

Drop Off Times

Sunday Mornings &
Mon. - Fri. 10am - 3pm

HELP DONATE
TO THOSE IN
HUNGER!

ACCEPTED: Remembering

Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta, the words of
Pasta Sauce, Peanut Butter, , St John
Jelly, Rice, Dry Milk, Soup, October 5 - Chrysostom: "It
Tuna, Canned Vegetables, January 4 is a better thing
Canned Fruit, Mac & Cheese, to feed the

Juice. hungry than to
raise the dead”

6330 W. 127th St Palos Heights, Il 60463 708-239-0004




Water, Hand Sanitizer, Masks MOSt Needed

Canned Soups (include a can opener)

Pasta Meals & Canned Sauce . .
Canned Meat & Fish Items n 2025 ’
Canned Fruit & Vegetables

Fresh Produce & Fruit

Allergy Friendly Food Options
o Gluten Free, Nut Free, Dairy Free

Flour, Cornmeal. Rice, Dry Beans, Peanut Butter & Jelly, Crackers
Shelf Stable Milk, Cereals, Cooking Oils, Boxed Meals

Pancake & Muffin Mix that Only Require Water, Instant Foods
Baby Food, Juice Boxes, Apples Sauce & Granola Bars

Baby Clothes, Baby Diapers & Wipes

Clothing, Hats, Coats, Gloves, Pants, Shirts, Sweaters

Blankets, Underwear, Shoes and Socks (Socks #1 requested item)
Household Cleaning Supplies & Paper Products

Hand Soap, Shampoo, Body Wash, Deodorant, Toothbrush, Toothpaste,
Floss, Body Wipes, Mouthwash, Gloves, Razors, Shaving Cream,
Feminine Hygiene Products, Lotion, Powder, Combs & Brushes
Backpacks, Duffle bags, Portable Chargers

First Aid Kit & Flash Lights



Saturday,

October 18th

St. Mary Orthodox Church
6330 W 127" St.
Palos Heights IL

Ghieago YAM
Deanery event!

“Reorienting
the Heart”

Keynote Speaker:
Fr. Athanasios

11 Its 1
A young adults in Papagiannis

the Chicago-land
area are welcome
to join us Saturday,
October 18" for an

all day retreat! Schedule:

10:00am: Divine Liturgy for
St. Luke the Evangelist
I:30am: Breakfast
12:30pm: Session 1
1:30pm: Breakout activities
2:30pm: Session 2
3:30pm: Break
4:00pm: Q&A
3:00pm: Vespers and Compline

Register | § (U5

person

6:30pm: Dinner at Portillo's

Young Adult Ministry



https://form.jotform.com/252767526471162
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Saturday, October 2S

All young aduhs are welcome o join
uUs at BENGTSONS farm from 12:00-
4:30pm

Please join us afterwards atthe
church for Vespers and Compline at
S:00pm

@sairtmanyyam
WA w2 W
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St. Mary’s
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner

Hosted by Our Antiochian Women

Saturday, November 8, 2025
St. Mary Orthodox Church
6330 W. 127th St.

Palos Heights, IL 60463

Join us for food, music, and raffle!
Doors open at 6:00pm

Tickets: Adults - $40
Children (5-12yrs) - $20
-(‘l"icliets are non-refundable)

Please contact Shireen Salman 708-717-9640, Kholoud Swais
708-431-0084, Mnaﬂtiyeﬁ 708-768-4614, Rita Sweis

773-510-4303 or any of the Antiochian Women.
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https://pci.jotform.com/form/213565133791962

ODEH and, JAMILEH

- AKKAWI FOUNDATION -
SINCE 2015

The Odeh and Jamileh Akkawi Foundation is now accepting applicants for its annual
scholarship.

This scholarship is intended to provide our children with the resources they need to reach their God-

given potential. The future prosperity of our beloved communities depends on educated leaders who
are well-rounded, and are not afraid to take risks in order to advance themselves - and all of us - to
the highest levels possible.

PLEASE APPLY HERE: https://forms.gle /su55méiy5vRj3pPD7

Important Notes:
1. Each student selected to participate in the scholarship program will be awarded a $1,000 annually
through the 12th grade, as long as the requirements are met each year.

2. The scholarship includes $500 for tuition, books, school supplies, $500 for extra-curricular activities,
and access to a curated monthly enrichment program.

Selected students will receive the funds at the beginning of the following academic year.

Selection is based on three criteria: academic potential, character, and financial need.
Selected recipients will be notified by email no later than July 1, 2026

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: March 1, 2026
Questions? Please email Dr. Kayed Odeh Akkawi at akkawifoundationegmail.com
Learn more about the Akkawi Foundation at www.akkawifoundation.org
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https://forms.gle/su55m6iy5vRj3pPD7
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On October 12 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commem-
orate the Martyrs Probos, Andronikos and Tarachos at Tar-
sus; Martyr Domnina at Anazarbus in Cilicia; and Virgin
Martyr Anastasia of Rome. On this day we commemorate
the holy and blessed Fathers who came together for the sec-
ond time in Nicaea, during the reign of the pious and Christ-
loving Sovereigns Constantine and Irene, against those who
impiously, ignorantly and foolishly asserted that the Church
of God worshippeth i1dols, and rejected the august and holy
icons. The Council met in 787 to refute the Iconoclast here-
sy, whose camp believed that all depictions of Christ, His
Mother and the saints should be destroyed. The iconophiles
believed that icons served to preserve the doctrinal teachings
of the Church; and they considered icons to be man’s dy-
namic way of expressing the divine through art and beauty.
The council decreed that the veneration of icons was not
idolatry (Exodus 20:4-5), because the honor shown to them
is not directed to the wood or paint, but passes to the proto-
type, or the person depicted. It also upheld the possibility of
depicting Christ, Who became man and took flesh at His In-
carnation. The Father, on the other hand, cannot be repre-
sented 1n His eternal nature, because “no man has seen God
at any time” (John 1:18). By the intercessions of the Holy
Fathers, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.
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