Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, February 11th, 2024

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost & Sixteenth Sunday of Matthew

Hieromartyr Blaise, Bishop of Sebastia, and Companions
Theodora the empress; New-martyr George of Serbia

Entrance Hymn

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Three)

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His
own arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and become the first-born from the dead. He
hath delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.
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Troparion of St. Blaise (Tone Four)

By choosing the Apostles’ way of life, thou hast succeeded to their throne. Inspired by God,
thou didst find the way to divine contemplation through the practice of virtue. After teaching
the Word of Truth without error, thou didst defend the Faith to the very shedding of thy blood,
O Holy Martyr among bishops Blaise. Entreat the Lord our God to save our souls.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone Two)

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most con-
stant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good
one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to
make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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The Epistle for the Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sing praises to our God, sing praises.
Clap your hands, all ye peoples.

The Reading from the Second Epistle of
St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:1-10)
Brethren, working together with Him, then,
we entreat you not to accept the grace of
God in vain. For He says, “At the acceptable
time I have listened to you, and helped you
on the day of salvation.” Behold, now is the
acceptable time; behold, now is the day of
salvation. We put no obstacle in anyone’s
way, so that no fault may be found with our
ministry, but as servants of God we
commend ourselves in every way: through
great endurance, in afflictions, hardships,
calamities, beatings, imprisonments, tumults,
labors, watching, hunger; by purity,
knowledge, forbearance, kindness, the Holy
Spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the
power of God; with the weapons of
righteousness for the right hand and for the
left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and
good repute. We are treated as impostors,
and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well
known; as dying, and behold we live; as
punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful,
yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making
many rich; as having nothing, and yet pos-
sessing everything.
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The Gospel for the Sixteenth Sunday of Matthew

The reading from the Holy Gospel accord-
ing to St. Matthew. (25:14-30 + Luke 8:8)

The Lord spoke this parable: A man going on
a journey called his servants and entrusted to
them his property; to one he gave five
talents, to another two, to another one, to
each according to his ability. Then he went
away. He who had received the five talents
went at once and traded with them; and he
made five talents more. So also, he who had
the two talents made two talents more. But
he who had received the one talent went and
dug in the ground and hid his master’s
money. Now after a long time the master of
those servants came and settled accounts
with them. And he who had received the five
talents came forward, bringing five talents
more, saying: ‘“Master, you delivered to me
five talents; here I have made five talents
more.” His master said to him, “Well done,
good and faithful servant; you have been
faithful over a little, I will set you over
much; enter into the joy of your master.”
And he also who had the two talents came
forward, saying: “Master, you delivered to
me two talents; here I have made two talents
more.” His master said to him, “Well done,
good and faithful servant; you have been
faithful over a little, I will set you over
much; enter into the joy of your master.” He
also who had received the one talent came
forward, saying: “Master, [ knew you to be a
hard man, reaping where you did not sow,
and gathering where you did not winnow; so
I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent
in the ground. Here you have what is yours.”
But his master answered him, “You wicked
and slothful servant! You knew that I reap
where [ have not sowed, and gather where I
have not winnowed? Then you ought to have
invested my money with the bankers, and at
my coming I should have received what was
my own with interest. So take the talent from
him, and give it to him who has the ten
talents. For to everyone who has will more
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be given, and he will have abundance; but
from him who has not, even what he has will
be taken away. And cast the worthless serv-
ant into the outer darkness; there men will
weep and gnash their teeth.” As Jesus said
these things He cried out: “He who has ears
to hear, let him hear!”
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Young Adult Ministry presents

GROUNDS FOR DIsCU9oION

The Young Adult Ministry invites you to our monthly
coffee hour after Divine Liturgy! Join us for fellowship
with light refreshments and discussion with Fr. Mousa!

Starting Sunday, February 11th
When: Every 2nd Sunday of the month
Where: St. Mary’s Nadi
Ages 18 years and older

20 Year Memorial
Khalil Haddad
Memory Eternal!
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Upcoming Services & Events

Date

Time

Event

2/9/2024

7:00am

Orthros

6:00pm

Kids SOYO & Jr SOYO

7:00pm

Adult Education

2/10/2024

10:00am

Arabic School

3:30pm

Catechism

5:00pm

Great Vespers

6:00pm

Compline with Canon for Holy Communion

2/11/2024

8:45am

Orthros

10:00am

Divine Liturgy

10:00am

Sunday School

12:00pm

YAM: Grounds for Discussion

2/13/2024

0:00am

Orthros

7:00pm

Choir Practice

2/14/2024

7:00am

Orthros

10:00am

Arabic Bible Study

6:00pm

Vespers

6:00pm

SOYO Night

2/15/2024

90:00am

Orthros




St. Mary Orthodox Church
FMSC MobilePack
August 9 - 10, 2024

Location: St Mary’s Gym
6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL

We will pack over 100,000 meals
for Feed My Starving Children!

A meal costs only $0.29
$106 feeds a child for an entire year

FEED MY @a
STARVING
CHILDREN

MOBILEPACK™

give.fmsc.org/stmaryoc
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Each meal costs less than 25¢

Food helps kids learn, You have the power to

dream for the future and grow up make a difference.
strong and healthy.

Unleash the power of food.
Volunteer. Donate. FMSC.ORG.

Below are suggestions on how to help you fill up your donation box.

Keep the Change
Pay for everything you can in cash for the next few weeks, and keep the change in
a jar. It adds up quickly!

Simple Dinner
Have a very small, simple dinner one night and gain a better understanding of what
a meal is like, for many hungry families around the world. Put the money you

saved on that meal toward your donation.

Skip the Soda
When you eat out, drink water instead of soda. Put the savings in the coin box

Skip Takeout
Instead of ordering takeout or eating at a restaurant, eat at home. Put the money
you would have spent on food in the coin box.
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March 9th, 2024 at 6:00pm
St Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church
16330 W I27th St Palos Teights, L 60463

JEH JLilidale sl
Tickets $70 each
No children under 12

The Antiochian Women of St. Mary Church would like to invite you to
our 5th Annual Arabian Night Party.

Enjoy a fun night of dinner, music and dancing. There will also be a

raffle with prizes including four gold pieces.

There will be a babysitter provided for children under 12 for $25 per
child.

Tickets can be purchased online or
please contact Muna Salman (708)769-5105, Jane Haddad
(847)505-2888 or Rita Sweis (773)510-4303 or any of the

Antiochian Women for tickets

No tickets will be sold at the door.
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St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights
Adult Education with Fr. Mousa

Study the Book of
Revelation

Join Fr. Mousa twice a month to learn
about the book of Revelation

Starting Friday, September 8th, 2023
Compline at 6:00pm
Class at 7:00pm
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SAINT MARY
ORTHODOX CHURCH

PALOS HEIGHTS. ILLINOIS

SCHEDULE

Fri. Jan 12
Fri. Jan 26
Fri. Feb 9
Fri. Feb 23
Fri. Mar 8
Fri. Mar 23

This class is open
to anyone desiring
to learn and grow
in the Orthodox
Faith.

For those of you
with children, this
class will be in
conjunction with
Jr SOYO and
Kids SOYO!

Contact
Fabiola with
any questions.




SAVE

All Saints and Holy Transfiguration invite you to join us for a few days of Christian
fellowship, prayer, and fun for all ages. Whether you are new to the Diocese or
have been attending PLCs for many years, we welcome each of you and your
families. We look forward to seeing you and getting to know you at the
Toledo Diocese Parish Life Conference in Chicago-Land in June 2024!

June 26-29 Chicago Marriott Oak Brook
Wednesday - Saturday 1401W 22nd St, Oak Brook, IL 60523




Weekly Synaxarion

On February 11 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commem-
orate the holy Hieromartyr Blaise, bishop of Sebastia, and his
companions. Verses Since the throat of Blaise was with the sword
clean severed, From ailing throats he averteth harmful humors.
On the eleventh, unyielding bronze cut the neck of Blaise. Born
in Cappadocia, Blaise (Vlassios) was meek and God-fearing from
early childhood. During a period of violent persecution of Chris-
tians, Blaise encouraged his flock and visited the martyrs in pris-
on, among them the famous Eustratius. Later in life, Blaise re-
tired to the mountain of Argeos and lived there in a cave. Fero-
cious wild beasts, recognizing a holy man, came to him and he
gently tamed them. Persecutors sent by the emperor Licinius
found the saint in that hidden spot and took him for trial. On the
way there, Blaise healed a boy who had a bone stuck in his throat
and, at the petition of a poor widow, made the wolf that had taken
her pig return it to her. The dark judges tortured him, flogging
him terribly. By his steadfastness, Blaise brought many unbeliev-
ers to the Christian Faith. Seven women and two children were
thrown into prison with him. Together, they suffered and were
glorified on this day in 316. Blaise’s prayers are sought for the
health and well-being of domestic animals and for protection
from wild beasts. He is also invoked against ailing and sore
throats. On this day, we also commemorate Theodora the em-
press; and New-martyr George of Serbia. By the intercessions of
Thy saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.
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