Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, January 7, 2024
Synaxis of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner & Baptist John

New-martyr Athanasios of Attalia; Venerable Brannock of Braunton

First Antiphon
When Israel went out of Egypt, and the house of Jacob from among a barbarous people;
Judah became His sanctuary; Israel His dominion.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Savior, save us.
The sea beheld and fled: Jordan turned back. What aileth thee, O sea, that thou fleddest? And
thou Jordan, that thou didst turn back?
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Savior, save us.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto the ages
of ages. Amen.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.
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Second Antiphon
I am filled with love, for the Lord will hear the voice of my supplication. For He hath inclined
His ear unto me, and in my days will I call upon Him.
Save us, O Son of God, who wast baptized by John in the Jordan, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

The pangs of death have encompassed me; the perils of hades have found me. Tribulation and
sorrow have I found, and I called upon the name of the Lord.

Save us, O Son of God, who wast baptized by John in the Jordan, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Merciful is the Lord, and righteous; and our God hath mercy.

Save us, O Son of God, who wast baptized by John in the Jordan, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of
ages.

O only-begotten son and word of God...




i L 4l o) A58 O ) L edit Gy gaca Sl B Ts it
Lglls Ll il ¢ 50,¥) (6 liag e adic] o b yall ool b lials
Gl ply 38 ¢ 2Vl Gadall Cull L EGH pnal Qi AR 5l Syt

Woslls &l fiyil ¢ 5)¥) 5 Lings (o aaie) po b ,all (ol b Lials

aghs Bgl) «(mluag 2ny S

oglls , Ul Jipil ¢ 5)¥) 6 lags o daie) po b yall o) L leals

Lol eGualall an g olsl OS5 G ¢l =g5lls cls U sl
/....!;DJJISJ,’Y/J/ dals L

Third Antiphon

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endureth forever. Let the house of
Israel now confess that He is good; for His mercy endureth forever. Let the house of Aaron
confess that He is good; for His mercy endureth forever. Let them now who fear the Lord
confess that He is good; for His mercy endureth forever.

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, worship of the Trinity wast made manifest; for the voice of
the Father bore witness to Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit in the likeness of a dove con-
firmed the truth of His word. O Christ our God, Who hast appeared and enlightened the world, glory to Thee.
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Entrance Hymn
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!

Tslla cll gl cclsa) Cin (o o8 ga L) o) b Liaalds cliglly USla maneall £S5 saasil Ala

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Six)

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above
Thy revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led
Hades captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to
the world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.
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Troparion of the Theophany (Tone One)

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, worship of the Trinity wast made manifest;

for the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son. And the Spirit

in the likeness of a dove confirmed the truth of His word. O Christ our God, Who hast
appeared and enlightened the world, glory to Thee .
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Troparion of the Synaxis (Tone Two)

The memory of the righteous is celebrated with songs of praise, but the Lord’s testimony is
sufficient for thee, O Forerunner. Thou wast shown indeed to be the most honorable of the
prophets, for in the waters thou didst baptize Him Whom they had proclaimed. After suffering
with joy in behalf of the truth, thou didst proclaim even to those in Hades the God Who
appeared in the flesh, Who taketh away the sin of the world, and granteth us Great Mercy.

08 e ] BB, s Y 50 B3 i (31 1 W el il IS
hasicn 5l 0B S0l B Gyt g 1S i el o b & 2laliad £ o
- alarll 250 GBI uilly callall Zidad adhl) cacall pallall alYL amal) b Gl GG

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Theophany of Christ (Tone Four)

On this day Thou hast appeared unto the whole world, and Thy light, O Sovereign Lord, is
signed on us who sing Thy praise and chant with knowledge: Thou hast now come, Thou hast
appeared, O Thou Light unapproachable.
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The Anti-Trisagion Hymn

As many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia. (thrice)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto ages
of ages. Amen.

Have put on Christ. Alleluia.

Dynamis!

As many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia.
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The Epistle for the Synaxis

The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord.
O God, hear my prayer.

The Reading from the Acts of the Apos-
tles. (19:1-8)

In those days, while Apollos was at Corinth,
Paul passed through the upper country and
came to Ephesus. There he found some disci-
ples. And he said to them, “Did you receive
the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And
they said, “No, we have never even heard
that there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said,
“Into what then were you baptized?”” They
said, “Into John’s baptism.” And Paul said,
“John baptized with the baptism of repent-
ance, telling the people to believe in the One
Who was to come after him, that 1s, Jesus.”
On hearing this, they were baptized in the
Name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had
laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit
came on them; and they spoke with tongues
and prophesied. There were about twelve of
them in all. And he entered the synagogue
and for three months spoke boldly, arguing
and pleading about the Kingdom of God.
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The Gospel for the Synaxis

The reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St. John. (1:29-34)

At that time, John saw Jesus coming toward
him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God,
Who takes away the sin of the world! This is
He of Whom I said, ‘After me comes a man
Who ranks before me, for He was before
me.” | myself did not know Him; but for this
I came baptizing with water, that He might
be revealed to Israel.” And John bore
witness, “l saw the Spirit descend as a dove
from heaven, and it remained on Him. I
myself did not know Him; but He Who sent
me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on
Whom you see the Spirit descend and
remain, this is He Who baptizes with the
Holy Spirit.” And I have seen and have borne
witness that this i1s the Son of God.”
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Megalynarion of the Synaxis (Tone Two)

Magnify, O my soul, the Maiden who delivered us from the curse.
O the wonder of thy super-intelligent birth-giving, thou all-pure bride, the blessed Mother
through whom we have received perfect salvation, we indite a fitting song, offering as a gift
the song of gratitude.
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Koinonikon (Communion Hymn) of the Synaxis (Tone Eight)

In everlasting remembrance shall the righteous be; he shall not be afraid of evil tidings.
Alleluia. .
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After Communion, instead of singing “We have seen the true light,” sing the Festal Apolytikion:
“When Thou, O Lord.”




Upcoming Services & Events

Date

Time

Event

1/5/2024

0:00am

Great Hours and Typika for the Theophany of Christ

5:00pm

Vesperal Liturgy of St Basil on the Eve of Theophany

1/6/2024

8:45am

Orthros for Theophany

10:00am

Arabic School

10:00am

Divine Liturgy for Theophany with the Great Blessing of
Waters

12:00pm

Zalabia Coffee Hour

5:00pm

Great Vespers

6:00pm

Compline with Canon for Holy Communion

1/7/2024

8:45am

Orthros

10:00am

Divine Liturgy

10:00am

Sunday School

1/9/2024

0:00am

Orthros

6:00pm

Compline

6:00pm

Antiochian Women Meeting

7:00pm

Choir Practice

1/10/2024

7:00am

Orthros

10:00am

Arabic Bible Study

6:00pm

Vespers

6:00pm

SOYO Night

1/11/2024

0:00am

Orthros

If have not already done so pick up your 2024 Calendar and

pledge envelopes from the usher’s desk.




Young Adult Ministry presents

GROUNDS FOR DISCUSSION

The Young Adult Ministry invites you to our monthly
coffee hour after Divine Liturgy! Join us for fellowship
with light refreshments and discussion with Fr. Mousa!

Starting Sunday, January 14th
When: Every 2nd Sunday of the month
Where: St. Mary’s Nadi
Ages 18 years and older




St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights
Adult Education with Fr. Mousa

Study the Book of
Revelation

Join Fr. Mousa twice a month to learn
about the book of Revelation

Starting Friday, September 8th, 2023
Compline at 6:00pm
Class at 7:00pm
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SAINT MARY
ORTHODOX CHURCH

PALOS HEIGHTS. ILLINOIS

SCHEDULE

Fri. Jan 12
Fri. Jan 26
Fri. Feb 9
Fri. Feb 23
Fri. Mar 8
Fri. Mar 23

This class is open
to anyone desiring
to learn and grow
in the Orthodox
Faith.

For those of you
with children, this
class will be in
conjunction with
Jr SOYO and
Kids SOYO!

Contact
Fabiola with
any questions.
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On January 7 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we celebrate the Syn-
axis (Gathering) of the holy and glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist
John. On the same day is also commemorated the translation of his most
precious and holy right hand unto the city of Constantinople. Because
John’s main role in his life was played out on the day of Theophany
(Epiphany), the Church from earliest times dedicated the “day after” to
his memory. Among the Gospel personalities who surround the Savior,
John the Baptist occupies a totally unique place by his roles in baptizing
the Messiah and in baptizing people for repentance. John prepared him-
self in the wilderness of the desert for 30 years for his great service by a
strict life, by fasting, prayer and sympathy for the fate of God’s people.
John was of such moral purity that, in truth, he could be called an angel
(messenger) as Holy Scripture calls him rather than a mortal man. He ap-
peared on the banks of the Jordan, to prepare the people by his preaching
to accept the Savior of the world. In church hymnology, the Baptist is
called a “bright morning star,” whose gleaming outshone the brilliance of
all the other stars, announcing the coming dawn of the day of grace, illu-
mined with the light of the spiritual Sun, our Lord Jesus Christ. John dif-
fers from all other prophets especially in that he had that privilege of be-
ing able, with his hand, to show the world Him about Whom he prophe-
sied. As the holy Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord—whom the Lord
called the greatest of the prophets—John concludes the history of the Old
Testament and opens the era of the New Testament. He bore witness to
the Only-Begotten Son of God, incarnate in the flesh. John was account-
ed worthy to baptize Him in the waters of the Jordan, and he was a wit-
ness of the Theophany of the Most Holy Trinity at the Savior’s Baptism.
On this day, we commemorate the New-martyr Athanasios of Attalia; and
Venerable Brannock of Braunton. By the intercessions of Thy saints, O
Christ our God, have mercy on us.




