Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, December 29", 2024

After-feast of & Sunday after the Nativity of Christ
Commemoration of Joseph the Betrothed, David the Prophet and King, and James the Brother
of God

First Antiphon

I will confess Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will tell of all Thy wonders. In the

council of the upright, and in the congregation, great are the works of the Lord.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

They are sought out in all the things that He hath willed. Confession and majesty are His work,
and His righteousness abideth unto ages of ages.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto the ages of

ages. Amen.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.
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Second Antiphon

Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; in His commandments shall he greatly delight. His
seed shall be mighty upon the earth. The generation of the upright shall be blessed.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Glory and riches shall be in His house, and His righteousness endureth forever.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

There hath risen up in darkness a light for the upright; he is merciful and compassionate and
righteous.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of
ages.

Ogonly-begotten son and word of God...
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Third Antiphon

The Lord said unto my Lord: “Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy
footstool. The Lord shall send thee a rod of strength out of Zion. With thee is dominion in the
day of thy power, in the beauties of thy saints.

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they that

worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to know that from the east of|
the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!
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Entrance Hymn
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia !
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Two)

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou
didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the
earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to
Thee.
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Troparion of the Nativity of Christ (Tone Four)

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for
they that worshipped the stars did learn therefrom to worship Thee, O Sun of Justice, and to
know that from the east of the Highest Thou didst come. O Lord, glory to Thee .
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Troparion of Sunday After the Nativity (Tone Two)

Proclaim, O Joseph, to David, the grandparent of God, the amazing wonders; for thou hast
seen a Virgin great with child; for with the shepherds thou didst give glory, with the Magi
thou didst worship, and by the angel it was revealed to thee. Wherefore, plead thou with
Christ God to save our souls.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Nativity of Christ (Tone Three)

On this day the Virgin beareth the Transcendent in Essence; to the Unapproachable, the earth
doth offer a small cave; Angels join in choir with shepherds in giving glory; with a star the
Magi travel upon their journey; for our sakes is born a young Child, He Who existed before

the ages as God.
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The Epistle for the Sunday after the Nativity of Christ

God is wondrous in His saints.
In the churches, bless ye God. )
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul | (3] AN Wl Al e fliaa
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a revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have
heard of my former life in Judaism, how I
persecuted the Church of God violently and
tried to destroy it; and I advanced in Judaism
beyond many of my own age among my peo-
ple; so extremely zealous was I for the tradi-
tions of my fathers. But when He who had
set me apart before I was born, and had
called me through His grace, was pleased to
reveal His Son to me, in order that I might
preach Him among the Gentiles, 1 did not
confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up
to Jerusalem to those who were apostles be-
fore me, but I went away into Arabia; and
again I returned to Damascus. Then after
three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit
Cephas, and remained with him fifteen days.
But I saw none of the other apostles except
James the Lord’s brother.
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The Gospel for the Sunday after the Nativity of Christ

The Reading from the Holy

according to St. Matthew. (2:13-23)
When the wise men had departed, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, “Rise, take the Child and His
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there
until I tell you; for Herod is about to search
for the Child, to destroy Him.” And he rose
and took the Child and His mother by night,
and departed to Egypt, and remained there
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet,
“Out of Egypt have I called My Son.” Then
Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked
by the wise men, was in a furious rage, and
he sent and killed all the male children in
Bethlehem and in all that region, who were
two years old or under, according to the time
which he had ascertained from the wise men.
Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the

Gospel
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prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in
Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children; she refused
to be consoled, because they were no more.”
But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the
Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt,
saying, “Rise, take the Child and His mother,
and go to the land of Israel, for those who
sought the Child’s life are dead.” And he
rose and took the Child and His mother, and
went to the land of Israel. But when he heard
that Archelaus reigned over Judea in place of
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there,
and being warned in a dream he withdrew to
the district of Galilee. And he went and dwelt
in a city called Nazareth, that what was
spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled,
“He shall be called a Nazarene.”
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40 Day Memorial
Naheda AlMesaaf
Memory Eternal!

Upcoming Services & Events

Date Time Event
12/27/2024| All Day |Annual SOYO Christmas Retreat
12/28/2024| All Day |Annual SOYO Christmas Retreat

5:00pm |Great Vespers
6:00pm |Compline with Canon for Holy Communion
12/29/2024| All Day |Annual SOYO Christmas Retreat
8:15am  |Prayers before Holy Communion
8:45am |Orthros
10:00am |Divine Liturgy
12/31/2024 | All Day [Office Closed
9:00am  |Orthros
Liturgy for the New Year (Circumcision of our Lord and St
6:00pm  |Basil the Great)
1/1/2025 | All Day |Office Closed
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH

Drop Off Times

Sunday Mornings &
Mon. - Fri. 10am - 3pm
HELP DONATE
TO THOSE IN
HUNGER!

ACCEPTED: Remembering

Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta, the words of
Pasta Sauce, Peanut Butter, , St John
Jelly, Rice, Dry Milk, Soup, October 13 - Chrysostom: “It
Tuna, Canned Vegetables, January 5 is a better thing
Canned Fruit, Mac & Cheese, to feed the
Juice. hungry than to
raise the dead”

6330 W. 127th St Palos Heights, Il 60463 708-239-0004




Week]g i)gnaxarion

On December 29 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we com-
memorate the fourteen thousand infants slain by Herod in Bethle-
hem; George, bishop of Nicomedia; Venerable Abbot Markellos
of the “Unsleeping Ones” Monastery; and all Orthodox Chris-
tians who have died from hunger, thirst, the sword and freezing.
On the Sunday after the Nativity of Christ, we commemorate the
holy and just Ancestors of God: Joseph the Betrothed of the Holy
Virgin, our Lady the Theotokos; James the Brother of God and
the First Bishop of Jerusalem; and David the Prophet and King.
David committed adultery and murder, yet God forgave him and
glorified him above all the kings of Israel. He gave him the great
grace to compose the most beautiful penitential prayers (the
Psalms) and to prophesy the coming of Christ. Thus, God was
not ashamed to take upon Himself flesh from David’s seed. God
designated Joseph to protect the Most-holy Virgin, and imparted
to him great honor in the plan of the salvation of mankind. Alt-
hough Joseph was of the royal lineage of David, he was a humble
carpenter in Nazareth. At the age of 80, Joseph took the Most-
holy Virgin from the Temple in Jerusalem and into his home. He
entered into rest at the age of 110. The Apostle James is called
the “Brother of the Lord” because he was the son of the righteous
Joseph the Betrothed. James greatly loved Jesus and, according
to tradition, he traveled to Egypt with the Most-holy Virgin and
Joseph, when Herod sought to slay the newborn King. By their
intercessions, O Christ God, have mercy upon us and save us.
Amen.




