Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, November 31 2024

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost & Fifth Sunday of Luke
Martyrs Akepsimas, Joseph and Aeithalas of Persia; Dedication of St. George Church in Lydda
of Palestine; Hieromartyr George of Neapolis; Theodore the Confessor, bishop of Ancyra

Entrance Hymn

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Two)

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou

didst destroy hades with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath

the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life,
glory to Thee.
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Troparion of the Persian Martyrs (Tone Four)

Thy Martyrs, O Lord, in their courageous contest for Thee received as the prize the crowns of

incorruption and life from Thee, our immortal God. For, since they possessed Thy strength,

they cast down the tyrants and wholly destroyed the demons’ strengthless presumption. O
Chrlst God by thelr prayers save our souls, since Thou art merc1fu1
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Troparion of St. George (Tone Four)

Since thou art a liberator and deliverer of captives, a help and support of the poor and needy,
a healing physician of the sick, a contender and fighter for kings, O great among Martyrs, the
victory-clad George; intercede with Christ God for the salvation of our souls.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone Two)

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most
constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O
good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed

thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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The Epistle for the Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

The Lord is my strength and my song.
The Lord has chastened me severely.

The Reading from the Second Epistle of
St. Paul to the Corinthians. (11:31-12:9)
Brethren, the God and Father of the Lord
Jesus Christ, the One who 1s blessed for
evermore, knows that I do not lie. In
Damascus, the governor under Arétas the
king guarded the city of the Damascenes,
willing to seize me, and through a window I
was let down in a basket by the wall, and
escaped his hands. I must boast, though it is
not expedient; but I will come to visions and
revelations of the Lord. I know a man in
Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in
the body, I do not know, or whether out of
the body, I do not know; God knows—who
was caught up to the third heaven. And I
know that this man—whether in the body or
out of the body, I do not know; God
knows—was caught up into Paradise, and
heard unspeakable words, which no person is
allowed to utter. On behalf of this one I will
boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast,
except of my infirmities. For if 1 would
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desire to boast, I shall not be foolish, for I
shall speak the truth. But I refrain from it,
lest anyone should think of me above that
which he sees me to be, or hears from me.
And to keep me from being exalted above
measure  through the abundance of
revelations, I was given a thorn in the flesh,
an angel of Satan to buffet me, to keep me
from being exalted above measure. For this
thing I beseeched the Lord three times, that it
might depart from me. And He said to me,
“My grace is sufficient for thee, for My
strength is made perfect in weakness.” Most
gladly therefore will I rather boast in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest
upon me.
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The Gospel for the

Fifth Sunday of Luke

The Reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St. Luke. (16:19-31)

The Lord said, “There was a rich man, who
was clothed in purple and fine linen and who
feasted sumptuously every day. And at his
gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, full of
sores, who desired to be fed with what fell
from the rich man’s table; moreover the dogs
came and licked his sores. The poor man
died and was carried by the angels to
Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died
and was buried; and in Hades, being in
torment, he lifted up his eyes, and saw
Abraham far off and Lazarus in his bosom.
And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have
mercy upon me, and send Lazarus to dip the
end of his finger in water and cool my
tongue; for I am in anguish in this flame.’
But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that you
in your lifetime received your good things,
and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but
now he is comforted here, and you are in
anguish. And besides all this, between us and
you a great chasm has been fixed, in order
that those who would pass from here to you
may not be able, and none may cross from
there to us.” And he said, ‘Then I beg you,
father, to send him to my father’s house, for I
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have five brothers, so that he may warn
them, lest they also come into this place of
torment.” But Abraham said, ‘They have
Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’
And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if
someone goes to them from the dead, they
will repent.” He said to him, ‘If they do not
hear Moses and the prophets, neither will
they be convinced if someone should rise
from the dead.””
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Upcoming Services & Events

Date Time Event
11/1/2024 | 7:00am  |Orthros
6:00pm |Compline
6:00pm |Antiochian Women Meeting
11/2/2024 | 9:30am  [Prayers before Holy Communion
10:00am |Divine Liturgy for St Raphael
10:00am |St. Raphael Retreat
10:00am |Arabic School
4:00pm |Great Vespers
5:00pm |Compline with Canon for Holy Communion
11/3/2024 | 8:15am [Prayers before Holy Communion
8:45am |Orthros
10:00am |Divine Liturgy
10:00am |Sunday School
11/5/2024 | 9:00am |Orthros
7:00pm |Choir Practice
11/6/2024 | 7:00am |Orthros
9:00am  |Co-Op
10:00am |Arabic Bible Study
6:00pm |Vespers
6:00pm |SOYO Night
11/7/2024 | 9:00am |Orthros
9:00am [Co-Op
é\é Churching
' Karam
Sultan & Rhoda Tadros
Congratulations!



Advent Fast & simas Reminder!

The Nativity Fast (Advent) begins Friday, November 15th
and will end December 24th (after Christmas Eve Liturgy).
We are to fast from meat and dairy. In order for fasting to
be effective, it must be accompanied with prayer and acts
of mercy and love. St. John Chrysostom reminds us: “What
good is it to fast from meat and dairy, if we devour and eat
one another.” Please remember to love and forgive in this
special time in which we prepare for the birth of our Savior
Jesus Christ.

Important: Mark your Calendars for Christmas Liturgy
Important! Please mark your calendars for the Christmas
Liturgy. Matins will begin at 8pm followed by Liturgy at
9:30pm, Tuesday December 24th. How can we truly
celebrate Christmas if we skip out on Christmas Liturgy?
The Christmas season is a very busy time, & we have plans
to be with friends & family. But, we must learn to set our
priorities straight, so schedule your gatherings around the
Christmas Liturgy. Can you imagine having a birthday
party without the birthday boy?! That’s exactly what we do
when we don’t attend Christmas Liturgy. Let us begin to
change the secularization of Christmas & bring Christ back
into the picture by remembering the reason for the season.
We look forward to seeing you all at Christmas Liturgy.
God bless!




. Hosted by Our Antiochian Women
M
% Saturday, November 9, 2024 %o
St. Mary Orthodox Church e

6330 W. 127th St.

Palos Heights, 1L 60463

Join us for food, music, and raffle!

Tickets: Adults - $40
Children (5-12yrs) - $20
Doors open at 6:00pm
Entertainment: DJ Suhad Samara
Kids Entertainment: Magical Balloon Show
Please contact Nina Atiyeh 708-768-4614, Nancy Makhamreh
708-717-9996, Jane Haddad 847-505-2888 or Rita Sweis
773-510-4303 or any of the Antiochian Women for tickets.

“It is a good thing to gi thanks unto the Lord”
040 N . Psalm 92:1




Christianity is not @ matter of persuading people of particular ideas,
but of inviting them to share in the greatness of Christ.

- Saint Ignatius of Antioch

The Order of Saint Ignatius- C|cero Chapter
O PRESENTS.. AIASEg,
AN ADVENT RECEPTION

AND ROUN DTAB LE

The Order of Saint Ignatius — Cicero Chapter and The Order of Saint Ignatius of Antioch
invite the parish leadership of all the Chicago area parishes to attend.

Celebrate Vespers and enjoy an Advent Reception and Roundtable, led by our visiting
Order of Saint Ignatius leadership. Learn about the good work at the parish, regional,
and archdiocese level and explore the meaning and purpose in the mission of The Order.
Everyone is invited to share in the greatness of Christ!

SAT, NOV 16 | 5:00 PM VESPERS

followed by dinner, Reception, and Program

RSVP by
Sun | Nov 10

Saint George
Antiochian Orthodox Church

1220 S 60th Court | Cicero, IL 60804

The Order of -
saint Ignatius Roger David, Maureen Mesalam, Dena Fasheh,
of Antioch North American Chair Midwest Chair Cicero Chapter Ambassador

The Order of Saint Ignatius-Cicero Chapter | 1220 S 60th Court, Cicero, IL 60804

The Order of Saint Ignatius of Antioch | 140 Church Camp Trail, Bolivar, PA 15923



ST. MARY'S CHURCH

Drop Off Times

Sunday Mornings &
Mon. - Fri. 10am - 3pm
HELP DONATE
TO THOSE IN
HUNGER!

ACCEPTED: Remembering

Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta, the words of
Pasta Sauce, Peanut Butter, , St John
Jelly, Rice, Dry Milk, Soup, October 13 - Chrysostom: “It
Tuna, Canned Vegetables, January 5 is a better thing
Canned Fruit, Mac & Cheese, to feed the
Juice. hungry than to
raise the dead”

6330 W. 127th St Palos Heights, Il 60463 708-239-0004




"Liturgy | after the Liturgy”

Taking our faith outside the church walls
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ﬁ Annual Christmas Toy Drive @

((& “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such fﬁ§
¢§ sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:16) {(&

fﬁi It is that time of the year again to begin preparing for our {‘k
Annual Christmas Drive. The wish lists given to us by the =

fil Illinois Department of Children and Family Services have {(1

1‘13 been distributed. Thank you to everyone who took a list. {‘
.= For most of these children, these will be the only Christmas 7

{ﬁ'& gifts they receive. {‘x‘\}

@ (&

= Please drop off your gifts on Sundays or at the
1‘1 church office during regular business hours: (‘

: 5o 2
N Monday - Friday, 10am - 3pm N
S0 o
ot *
A Due December 1st A
7% ¢ o
o o
A A
g0 by
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pnnual General Assembly Meeting ang
Parish Council Nominations

Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will take place
Sunday, November 17th immediately following the
Divine Liturgy. Mark your calendars and make every
effort to attend.

Please make sure your up to date on your 2024 pledge,
so that you can participate in the General Assembly.

Thanks and God bless!
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Weekig i)gnaxarion

On November 3 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemo-
rate the holy Martyrs Akepsimas the bishop, Joseph the priest and
Acithalas the deacon of Persia. A child prophesied that 80-year-old
Bishop Akepsimas would suffer for Christ. He told a member of his
household that he would not return home, but instead go to his
“home on high.” King Sapor raised a bitter persecution of Christians
throughout Persia, and Akepsimas was apprehended and thrown into
prison. The following day Joseph, a 70-year-old priest, and
Acithalas, a deacon, were also imprisoned. After three years of im-
prisonment and many tortures, Akepsimas was beheaded. Joseph and
Acithalas were buried up to their waists in the ground and stoned to
death. That night, by God’s providence, Joseph’s body disappeared,
and a myrtle tree grew over Aecithalas’ body that healed all diseases
and pain. This tree stood for five years before the wicked pagans cut
it down. These soldiers of Christ suffered in Persia in the fourth cen-
tury. On this day, we also commemorate the Consecration of the
Temple of the holy GreatMartyr George in Lydda in Palestine, as
well as the deposition of his holy body therein. George’s relics came
from Nicomedia, where he suffered at the time of Emperor Diocle-
tian. Anticipating his martyrdom, George begged his servant to take
his relics to Palestine, where his mother had been born, and where he
had distributed his large estate to the poor. The servant did so. Dur-
ing the reign of Emperor Constantine, pious Christians built the
beautiful church to house the miracleworking relics of the Great
Martyr. On this day, we also commemorate the Hieromartyr George
of Neapolis; and Venerable Theodore the Confessor, bishop of Ancy-
ra. By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy up-
on us. Amen
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