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Christ is Born ! Glorify Him '
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Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, December 25, 2022

The Nativity of Our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ
Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great

First Antiphon

I will confess Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will tell of all Thy wonders. In the council
of the upright, and in the congregation, great are the works of the Lord.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

They are sought out in all the things that He hath willed. Confession and majesty are His
work, and His righteousness abideth unto ages of ages.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto the ages of
ages. Amen.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.
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Second Antiphon
Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; in His commandments shall he greatly delight. His
seed shall be mighty upon the earth. The generation of the upright shall be blessed.
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!
Glory and riches shall be in his house, and His righteousness abideth unto ages of ages.
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!
There hath risen up in darkness a light for the upright; he is merciful and compassionate and
righteous.
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of
ages.
O only-begotten son and word of God...
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Third Antiphon

The Lord said unto my Lord: “Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy
footstool. The Lord shall send thee a rod of strength out of Zion. With thee is dominion in the
day of thy power, in the beauties of thy saints.

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world,; for they that worshipped

the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to know that from the east of the High-
est thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!
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Entrance Hymn

From the womb before the morning star have I begotten Thee. The Lord hath sworn, and He
will not repent; thou art a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. Save us, O Son
of God, Who wast born of a Virgin; who s1ng to Thee. Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four)

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they
that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to know
that from the east of the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!
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Kontakion of the Nativity of Christ (Tone Three)

On this day the Virgin beareth the Transcendent in Essence; to the Unapproachable, the earth
doth offer a small cave; Angels join in choir with shepherds in giving glory; with a star the
Magi travel upon their journey; for our sakes is born a young Child, He Who existed before

the ages as God .
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Instead of the Trisagion Hymn, the following is sung (Tone One):
“As many as have been Baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia!” (THRICE)
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Epistle for the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

Let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to
Thee!

Shout with joy to God, all the earth!

The Reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to
the Galatians (4:4-7).

Brethren, when the time had fully come, God
sent forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law, to redeem those who were
under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons. And because you are
sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into
our hearts, crying “Abba! Father!” So you
are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son
then also an heir of God through Christ.
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Gospel of the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

The reading from the Holy Gospel accord-
ing to St. Matthew. (2:1-12)

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem,
saying, “Where is He who has been born
king of the Jews? For we have seen His star
in the East, and have come to worship Him.”
When Herod the king heard this, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of
the people, he inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by
the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the
land of Judea, are by no means least among
the rulers of Judea; for from you shall come
a ruler who will govern My people Israel.””
Then Herod summoned the wise men secret-
ly and ascertained from them what time the
star appeared; and he sent them to Bethle-
hem, saying, “Go and search diligently for
the child, and when you have found Him
bring me word, that I too may come and
worship Him.” When they had heard the
king they went their way; and lo, the star
which they had seen in the East went before
them, until it came to rest over the place
where the child was. When they saw the
star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great
joy; and going into the house they saw the
child with Mary His mother, and they fell
down and worshiped Him. Then, opening
their treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold
and frankincense and myrrh. And being
warned 1n a dream not to return to Herod,
they departed to their own country by anoth-
er way.
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St. Basil Liturgy Megalynarion

All creation rejoiceth in thee, O thou who art full of grace: the angelic hosts and the race of
men. O hallowed temple and spiritual paradise, glory of virgins, of whom God was incarnate
and became a little child, even our God who is before all the ages; for he made thy womb a
throne, and thy body more spacious than the heavens. All creation rejoiceth in thee, O thou
who art full of grace. Glory to thee .
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Koinonikon for the Nativity (Tone Eight)
The Lord hath sent redemption to his people. Alleluia!
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Instead of “We have seen the true light...”, sing:
Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four)
Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they
that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to know
that from the east of the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!
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Upcoming Services & Events

Date Time Event

12/24/2022| 3:00pm |Prayers before Holy Communion

Great Vespers and Artoklasia for Feast of the Nativity of
3:30pm  |Christ

4:30pm  |Orthros for the Feast of the Nativity of Christ

6:00pm |Liturgy for the Feast of the Nativity of Christ

12/28/2022| 10:00am |[Morning Prayers

10:30am |Arabic Bible Study

6:00pm [Teen SOYO Night
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ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA

Prot. no.: PV033,/2022
Nativity 2022

Brother Hierarchs and the Reverend Clergy, Esteemed Trustees, and Pious Faithful of this
God-protected Archdiocese,

Greetings to you in the name ot our great God and Savior Jesus Chust, Who 1s born as a cluld from
the all-immaculate, ever-virgin Mary and layed in the manger at Bethlehem.

Today we praise the Lord with the angels and the multitude of the heavenly host who appeared to the
shepherds singing the hymn of salvation for humanity and all creation and saying: “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men™ (Luke 2:9-11, 13—14).

Today is the day of our rebirth in the Divine Child who comes to renew our beings and our nature,
and to restore the image of God and His likeness in man.

Today we discover the Trme God Who, m His unfathomable humility and meekness, reveals Himselt
to us as God-Love, descending to our poverty and wretchedness through His Only Begotten Son, our
Lord Jesus Chust.

Today the new humamnty 1s born, and new life 1s given to us so that we become in Chuist Jesus the
sons of God and His heirs.

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Aets 11: 26)

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
(201) 871-1355 T  na.patvicar@gmail.com (201) 871-7954 F



Today we are called to be reborn m the Divine Child by assimilating ourselves to His ultimate
humility—He Who “emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, being made i the likeness of
men” (Philippians 2:7). For the Lord has showed us the road to the eternal glory of God: Humulity.

Dear and beloved in Christ,

May the Nativity of our Lord and His descent to us lift each of our hearts from earthly whims and
mtlame them with the fire of His divine love, burning away the thorns of our lusts so that nothing
else can dwell in them but Him.

May the birth of the newborn Divine Child be a chance for each of us to ask for rebirth in Him
through the love of humuility.

Beloved in Christ, “Do not pride vourselves on your visionary, fleeting distmnctions, for trme distinction
can only be found in virtue. Glory of this w orld! Learn here, before the manger, your vamty. Thus, let
us all humble ourselves; let us all fall down in the dust betore the boundless hlumh‘r}' and exhaustion
of the Sovereign of all, of God, Who has come to heal our infirmities, to save us from prde, vanity,
corruption, and every sinful impurity” (St. John of Kronstadt).

Yours m Christ,

*I*\Ienopohtan ANTONIOS

Metropolitan'e " 1le, Baalbek, and Dependencies

Patriarchal Vicar of New York and All North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Aets 11: 26)

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
(201) 871-1355 T na.patvicar@gmail.com (201) 871-7954 F



The Right Reverend
Bishop ANTHONY

Diocese of Toledo and

The Midwest

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA

Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

December 25, 2022

To the beloved Clergy and faithful of our Diocese Family.

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
Jo g2aad 121§ pramsall

Christ is born glorify Him. Christ is come from heaven receive Him. Christ is
on earth be ye lifted up. Sing to the Lord all the earth and praise Him with joy,
all people. For He has been glorified.

From the First Nativity Canon, Ode 1

As you rejoice with your family, friends, and brothers and sisters throughout the world, know
that He 1s born so we can receive Him. He is born on earth, to bring us back to heaven, to
paradise, to the garden of Eden, to live with Him and to eat with Him at the heavenly banquet.

He 1s the King of kings, and the Lord of lords, because our Lord is born to die. In His death, he
destroys death and He saves us from death. Our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ is born so
our sins can be forgiven.

As He humbly becomes a babe, let us humbly receive Him today and every day! Receive Him
so His love, peace, and joy may abide in your hearts forever and ever, alleluia, alleluia!

May He who was born in a cave and lay in a manger for our salvation bless you always.
1 Biskep Hrr#homy

+Bishop ANTHONY

Bishop of Toledo
Amntiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

Midwest Diocesan Chancery
5549 Ginger Tree
Toledo, OH 43623
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Nafivity Fast & Christmas Reminder

The Nativity Fast (Advent) began Tuesday, November 15th and
will end December 24th (after Christmas Eve Liturgy). We are to
fast from meat and dairy. In order for fasting to be effective, it
must be accompanied with prayer and acts of mercy and love. St.
John Chrysostom reminds us: “What good is it to fast from meat
and dairy, if we devour and eat one another.” Please remember to
love and forgive in this special time in which we prepare for the
birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.

Important: Mark your Calendars for Christmas Liturgy
Important! Please mark your calendars for the Christmas Liturgy.
Starting with Orthros at 4:30pm followed by Liturgy at 6pm,
Saturday December 24th. How can we truly celebrate Christmas
if we skip out on Christmas Liturgy? The Christmas season is a
very busy time, & we have plans to be with friends & family. But,
we must learn to set our priorities straight, so schedule your gath-
erings around the Christmas Liturgy. Can you imagine having a
birthday party without the birthday boy?! That’s exactly what we
do when we don’t attend Christmas Liturgy. Let us begin to
change the secularization of Christmas & bring Christ back into
the picture by remembering the reason for the season. We look
forward to seeing you all at Christmas Liturgy. God bless!
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH

Drop Off Times

Sunday Mornings &
Mon. - Fri. 10am - 3pm
HELP DONATE
TO THOSE IN
HUNGER!

ITEMS Y
ACCEPTED: - Remembering

Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta, the words of
Pasta Sauce, Peanut Butter, St John
Jelly, Rice, Dry Milk, Soup, Oct. 2nd Chrysostom: "It
Tuna, Canned Vegetables, is a better thin
Canned Fruit, Mac & Cheese, to Jan. 8th to feed the =
Juice. hungry than to
raise the dead”

6330 W. 127th St Palos Heights, Il 60463 708-239-0004




December 27th-29th
Dickson Valley

"Reach jor the Star§

Keynote speaker:
Fr John Mahfouz

St Matthew Church, Torrance CA

All teens 13 years old and over are invited to our Annual
Christmas Retreat! Join us for an amazing experience where
you will grow in your faith and have a great time with your
friends! The retreat schedule includes sessions with Fr John,

prayer, basketball, rock-climbing, snow tubing, laser tag,

and much more.

Cost per participant - $150
If you are in need of financial assistance contact
Fr. Mousa directly. Scholarships are available.

Click here to register
All reqistrations must be submitted by Dec 1st

Contact Fabiola with any questions
fsweis@stmaryoc.org
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https://form.jotform.com/223104395189963

ch‘clg Sgnaxarion

Church, we celebrate the Nativity according to
the flesh of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus
Christ. Thus entered into the world He Whose
coming was foretold by the prophets, and Who
was born in the same manner in which it had
been prophesied: of a Most-holy Virgin, in the
town of Bethlehem, of the lineage of David ac-
cording to the flesh, at the time when there was
no king in Jerusalem of the lineage of Judah,
but rather when a foreigner named Herod, who
sought to kill the infant Messiah, was reigning.
After many types and prefigurings, messengers
and heralds, prophets and righteous men, wise
men and kings, finally He appeared, the Lord of
the world and King of kings, to perform the
work of the salvation of mankind. Unto Him be
glory unto ages of ages. Amen.
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