Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, October 3rd, 2021

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost & Second Sunday of Luke

Hieromartyr Dionysios the Areopagite
Martyrs Eleutherios and Rustikos

Entrance Hymn

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Six)

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above
Thy revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led
Hades captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to
the world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.

Al Al S Gy fas lpaIS Iyl GADALl ¢ 5 ) e 1y el LD Shsal )
On Be Al G L Lalal) Taile Jaull Gidiliag clghe G 2l Al Ciiad « Sallal) dlics
R IO IR R PO

Troparion of St. Dionysios the Areopagite (Tone Four)

Since thou hadst been instructed in uprightness thoroughly and wast vigilant in all things,
thou wast clothed with a good conscience as befitteth one holy. Thou didst draw from the
Chosen Vessel ineffable mysteries; and having kept the Faith, thou didst finish a like course,
O Hieromartyr Dionysios. Intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)
In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone Two)

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most
constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O
good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed
thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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Epistle for the Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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things are for your sakes, that the grace,
which is multiplied through the thanksgiving
of many, may abound to the glory of God.
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Gospel for the Second Sunday of Luke

The Reading from the Holy Gospel accord-
ing to St. Luke. (6:31-36)

The Lord said: “As you wish that men would
do to you, do so to them. If you love those
who love you, what credit is that to you? For
even sinners love those who love them. And if
you do good to those who do good to you,
what credit is that to you? For even sinners do
the same. And if you lend to those from
whom you hope to receive, what credit is that
to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to re-
ceive as much again. But love your enemies,
and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in
return; and your reward will be great, and you
will be sons of the Most High; for He is kind
to the ungrateful and the selfish. Be merciful,
even as your Father is merciful.”
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Godparents' Sunday
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RECONFIRMATION OF BAPTISMAL VOWS BY GODPARENTS AND GODCHILD

Immediately before the Creed, the Priest invites the
congregation to face west to reconfirm their
baptismal vows, saying:
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PRIEST: Do you renounce Satan, and all
his angels, and all his works, and all his
services, and all his pride? (3x)
ALL: T do.
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PRIEST: Have you renounced Satan?
(3x)
ALL: T have.
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PRIEST: Breathe and spit upon him!
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Now the Priest directs the congregation to face east,
saying:
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PRIEST: Do you unite yourself unto
Christ?(3x)
ALL: T do.
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PRIEST: Have you united yourself unto
Christ? (3x)
ALL: T have.
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PRIEST: Do you believe in Him?
ALL: I believe in Him as King and as God.
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Now the congregation recites the Creed
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All: T believe in one God, the Father
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and
off all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of
God, the Only-Begotten, begotten of the
Father before all worlds, Light of Light,
Very God of Very God, begotten, not
made; of one essence with the Father, by
whom all things were made. Who for us
men and for our salvation came down
from Heaven, and was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was
made man. And was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was
buried. And the third day He rose again,
according to the Scriptures. And ascended
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of
the Father. And He shall come again with
glory to judge the quick and the dead,
whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord
and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from
the Father, who with the Father and the
Son together is worshipped and glorified,
who spake by the Prophets.

And I believe in One Holy Catholic and
Apostolic Church;

[ acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins;

I look for the resurrection of the dead, and
the Life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRIEST: Have you united yourself unto
Christ? (3x)
ALL: T have.
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PRIEST: Then bow down before Him.
ALL: I bow down before the Father and
the Son and the Holy Spirit, the Trinity,
one in Essence and undivided.
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PRIEST: Blessed is God Who desires
that all men should be saved, and should
come to the knowledge of the truth, now
and ever and unto the ages of ages.

ALL: Amen.
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A Prayer of Godparents
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O Lord Jesus Christ our God, we thank
You for all the good things that You have
showered upon us from above, blessings
seen and unseen and for the sacred task
that You have placed before us as
Godparents of our spiritual children.
Recalling Your words to let the little
children come unto You and that it is not
the will of our Heavenly Father that one of
these little ones should perish, we beg You
to look upon our spiritual children and
have mercy on them.

Grant them the grace to know You and the
desire to serve You. Inscribe their names
in Your book of life. Let no evil thought
find a place in their hearts and become a
passion that brings destruction. Rather
surround our Godchildren with Your
heavenly angels. Having been baptized
with the Holy Spirit and fire, guide them
toward Your blessed commandments and
burn up the weeds of all their offenses.
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Forgive us, also, Lord, for all of the ways
in which we have neglected, in thought,
word or deed, to set an example of
repentance and faith for our spiritual
children to follow. Enlighten our hearts
and minds with the will and knowledge,
from this moment forward, to fulfill our
holy calling as the sponsors of their birth
on high.

For thou art our life, O Christ our God,
and unto thee do we ascribe glory,
together with thy father who is from
everlasting, and thine all-holy, good, and
life-giving Spirit, always, now and ever,
and unto ages of ages. AMEN!
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3rd & 9th Day Memorial
Hind Sweiss
Memory Eternal!

T

40 Day Memorial
Hanna Zaghloul
Memory Eternal!

T

Jawad & Leeza Salman

Hol D am Baptism Holy | = Baptism
Baptism= Nina Baptism= (Qljvia Grace & Issa
Parents: Francois & Anna Zakhem Parents: Samr & Rana Musa
Congratulations! Congratulations!
Newborn
Naseem

Congratulations!

Upcoming Services & Events

Date Time Event
10/2/2021 10:00am  |Arabic School
0:00pm  |Great Vespers
0:45pm  |Canon before Holy Communion
10/3/2021 8:45am  |Orthros
10:00am  |Liturgy
10:00am  [Sunday School (starts with Divine Liturgy)
12:00pm  |Godparent Sunday & Fall Harvest Festival
10/5/2021 6:00pm  |Liturgy for the Apostle Thomas
10/6/2021 10:00am  [Morning Prayers
10:30am  |Arabic Bible Study
6:00pm  [SOYO Night
10/9/2021 10:00am  |Arabic School
Antiochian Women Feed My Starving Children Humanitarian
11:30am  |Event, 555 Exchange Ct., Aurora, IL
Antiochian Women Lunch at The Patio, 4400 Fox Valley Center
1:30pm  |Dr., Aurora, IL
5:00pm  |Great Vespers
5:45pm  |Canon before Holy Communion
6:00 pm  |SOYO Bonfire and Game Night
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His Eminence - e Archbishop of New York and
The Most Reverend —— Metropolitan of
Metropolitan JOSEPH ; ; All North America

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA

TO BE READ FROM THE PULPIT
October, 2021

Beloved Clergj_:-' and Faithful of our Archdiocese:

Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Chrst! When our Sawvior sent out
His twelve disciples to preach His Kingdom and nmumster Fis healing grace,
He encouraged them with these words: “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the mudst of
wolves. Therefore, be wise as serpents and harmless as doves” (Matt. 10:16). Ths
exhortation also apples to every generation of priests sent out by Chnst to mumster in
His Church—all the more so today, as we face so many challenges to our faith. As our
culture grows hostile and resistant to divine truth, we must balance shrewdness with

mnocence, upnghtness with openness, and speaking the truth with histening in love.

Praise God that we have the expert help of our seminaries and theological mnstitutions in
preparing new prests for this challenge. These sacred schools bring together bright
academic minds and deep pastoral expernience to form new mumisters capable of bunging
the gospel faithfully and compassionately to every corner of our land. In addition to
puests, they also prepare youth workers, church musicians, and Chnstian-education
leaders. These men and women will then offer decades of service in our panshes,
enhghtening our minds, enniching our worshup, and binding up our brokenness.

Each October, as part of “Youth Month and Seminary Month™ in our Archdiocese, we
ask for donations in support of our semunares and theological institutions. We are
grateful for the generosity shown by our faithful over so many vears, and we ask you
again to please give generously. Finally, please encourage our young people to pursue
vocations in service of the Church, and especially our young men to follow callings to
puestly service. May the Lord bless our efforts to train future clergy and church workers.

Your Father in Chnst,

+JOSEPH
ﬂ_tchbishop of New York and I"n.{etmpo]itan of all North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 17: 26)

358 Monntain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
(201) 871-1355 T Aschdiocese{@antiochian oz (201) 871-7954 F



annual General Assembly Meeting ang
Parish Council Nominations

If you are interested in nominating yourself or another
person for St. Mary’s Parish Council, please see Jason
Haddad the chair of the nomination committee by
Friday, October 15%. Nominations will not be
considered after that date.

Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will take
place Sunday, November 14t immediately following
the Divine Liturgy. Mark your calendars and make
every effort to attend.

Please make sure your up to date on your 2021 pledge,
so that you can participate in the General Assembly.

Thanks and God bless!
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Week]g Sgnaxarion

On October 3 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate
the holy Hieromartyr Dionysios the Areopagite. He is counted
among the Seventy lesser apostles. Dionysios was studying in
Egypt when Lord Christ breathed His last on the Cross, and the
whole world was darkened for three hours. Then Dionysios cried
out: ‘Either God the Creator of the world is suffering, or the
world is ending.” Returning home to Athens, he married a woman
called Damaris and had sons by her. He was a member of the
highest court in Greece, the Areopagus, and was always thereaf-
ter known as the Areopagite. When the Apostle Paul preached the
Gospel in Athens, Dionysios was baptized with his whole house-
hold (Acts 17:34). Paul consecrated Dionysios bishop of Athens
and he travelled widely with Paul, coming to know all the other
apostles. He went especially to Jerusalem, to see the most holy
Mother of God, and wrote of his meeting with her in one of his
works, being present at her burial. After Paul suffered martyr-
dom, Dionysios went off to Gaul to preach the Gospel among the
barbarians, accompanied by Rustikos, a priest, and Eleutherios a
deacon, whom we also commemorate today. By their labors,
many were turned to the Christian faith and Dionysios built a
small chapel in Paris where he celebrated divine service. When
he was ninety years old, Dionysios was seized and tortured for
Christ, together with Rustikos and Eleutherios, until they were all
beheaded in the year 96. His famous writings include: On the Di-
vine Names, On the Heavenly Hierarchies, On the Ecclesiastical
Hierarchies, and The Mystical Theology. By the intercessions of
Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.
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