Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, December 27th, 2020
PROTO-MARTYR STEPHEN THE ARCHDEACON &

SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST

COMMEMORATION OF JOSEPH THE BETROTHED, DAVID THE PROPHET AND KING, AND JAMES
THE BROTHER OF GOD

First Antiphon

I will confess Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will tell of all Thy wonders. In the

council of the upright, and in the congregation, great are the works of the Lord.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

They are sought out in all the things that He hath willed. Confession and majesty are His work,
and His righteousness abideth unto ages of ages.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto the ages of
ages. Amen.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.
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Second Antiphon

Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; in His commandments shall he greatly delight. His
seed shall be mighty upon the earth. The generation of the upright shall be blessed.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Glory and riches shall be in His house, and His righteousness endureth forever.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

There hath risen up in darkness a light for the upright; he is merciful and compassionate and
righteous.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of
ages.

O only-begotten son and word of God...
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Third Antiphon

The Lord said unto my Lord: “Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy
footstool. The Lord shall send thee a rod of strength out of Zion. With thee is dominion in the
day of thy power, in the beauties of thy saints.

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they that
worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to know that from the east of]
the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!
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Entrance Hymn
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia !
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Four)

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women disciples of
the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the
Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great

Mercy.
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Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four)

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for
they that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to
know that from the east of the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!
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Troparion for the Sunday after the Nativity (Tone Two)

Proclaim, O Joseph, to David, the grandparent of God, the amazing wonders; for thou hast
seen a Virgin great with child. With the shepherds thou didst give glory; with the Magi thou
didst worship; and by the angel it was revealed to thee. Wherefore, plead thou with Christ
God to save our souls.
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Troparion of St. Steven (Tone Four)

The crown of the Kingdom hath adorned the brow of thy head because of the contests that
thou hast endured for Christ God, thou first of the martyred Saints; for when thou hadst
censured the Jews’ madness, thou sawest Christ thy Savior standing at the right hand of the
Father. O Stephen, ever pray Him for us, that He would save our souls.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Nativity of Christ (Tone Three)

On this day the Virgin beareth the Transcendent in Essence; to the Unapproachable, the earth
doth offer a small cave; Angels join in choir with shepherds in giving glory; with a star the
Magi travel upon their journey; for our sakes is born a young Child, He Who existed before

the ages as God.
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Epistle for St. Stephen

His voice has gone out into all the earth. The
heavens declare the glory of God.

The reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
(6:8-7:5, 47-60)

In those days, Stephen, full of grace and
power, did great wonders and signs among
the people. Then some of those who
belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen
(as 1t was called), and of the Cyrenians, and
of the Alexandrians, and of those from
Cilicia and Asia, arose and disputed with
Stephen. But they could not withstand the
wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke.
Then they secretly instigated men, who said,
“We have heard him speak blasphemous
words against Moses and God.” And they
stirred up the people and the elders and the
scribes, and they came upon him and seized
him and brought him before the council, and
set up false witnesses who said, “This man
never ceases to speak words against this holy
place and the law; for we have heard him say
that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this
place, and will change the customs which
Moses delivered to us.” And gazing at him,
all who sat in the council saw that his face
was like the face of an angel. The high priest
said, “Is this so?” And Stephen said:
“Brethren and fathers, hear me. The God of
glory appeared to our father Abraham, when
he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in
Haran, and said to him, ‘Depart from your
land and from your kindred and go into the
land which I will show you.” Then he
departed from the land of the Chaldeans, and
lived in Haran. And after his father died, God
removed him from there into this land in
which you are now living; yet he gave him
no inheritance in it, not even a foot’s length,
but promised to give it to him in possession
and to his posterity after him, though he had
no child. But it was Solomon who built a
house for Him. Yet the Most High does not
dwell in houses made with hands; as the
prophet says, ‘Heaven is My throne, and
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earth My footstool. What house will you
build for Me’, says the Lord, ‘or what is the
place of My rest? Did not My hand make all
these things?” You stiff-necked people,
uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always
resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so
do you. Which of the prophets did not your
fathers persecute? And they killed those who
announced beforehand the coming of the
Righteous One, Whom you have now
betrayed and murdered, you who received
the law as delivered by angels and did not
keep it.” Now when they heard these things
they were enraged, and they grinded their
teeth against him. But Stephen, full of the
Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God; and he said, “Behold, I see the
heavens opened, and the Son of man
standing at the right hand of God.” But they
cried out with a loud voice and stopped their
ears and rushed together upon him. Then
they cast him out of the city and stoned him;
and the witnesses laid down their garments at
the feet of a young man named Saul. And as
they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit.” And he knelt down
and cried with a loud voice, “Lord, do not
hold this sin against them.” And when he had
said this, he fell asleep.
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Gospel for the Sunday after the Nativity of Christ

The reading from the Holy
according to St. Matthew. (2:13-23)
When the wise men had departed, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, “Rise, take the Child and
His mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain
there until I tell you; for Herod is about to
search for the Child, to destroy Him.” And
he rose and took the Child and His mother
by night, and departed to Egypt, and re-
mained there until the death of Herod. This
was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet, “Out of Egypt have I called My
Son.” Then Herod, when he saw that he had
been tricked by the wise men, was in a furi-
ous rage, and he sent and killed all the male
children in Bethlehem and in all that region,
who were two years old or under, according
to the time which he had ascertained from
the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was
spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice
was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her chil-
dren; she refused to be consoled, because
they were no more.” But when Herod died,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a
dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take
the Child and His mother, and go to the land
of Israel, for those who sought the Child’s
life are dead.” And he rose and took the
Child and His mother, and went to the land
of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus
reigned over Judea in place of his father Her-
od, he was afraid to go there, and being
warned in a dream he withdrew to the district
of Galilee. And he went and dwelt in a city
called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the
prophets might be fulfilled, “He shall be
called a Nazarene.”

Gospel

A Fa Gl Blin e Chpd Juad
oalal) dualil) ¢ judatl

Chussd Sgda ol oDlay 13) Gasaall Capeail Ll
Jean M Laly A3l ganall 344 28 s LAY b
O gde Geagm G8 el g s dls (K
O Bl ) Alia Gy * Jean ) il
ise3 Simn Ga t M il ) G skl £
il di Gusaal) O G ) W s *
sy aal G gl I8 B8 dufly s ozt
Ol ia e (e L Gt 0 G LgasdS
tlaoy) A6 Lo & Mis ¥ agaall Ge ABaS (3
Ay 5 AR G oped Giga 1A S
O Eal Ny byl e (Ko daly SIS ity
13 oot Gl s * Cusngas Tyuad g (555
DU eas B Al Caugl e 5 Dl
S bl gl G Cadly Ay a8 8
2y gl Sy als *oaal) G sl Gile
ool G gei Wy *diha pa)l ) sl
G G anl gy G Laged) e ol
) Copaili AN S 4] agly Slla Y Gy
Bpali 25 At (b (Kay Sy *dalall sl
Lyals e &) LU Jsial 2l




(72

Wedding Holy, < Baptism
Alex Damarjian [papsiie: Joseph

and

Parents: Jeries & Krystyna Alkfoof

Waad Nader Congratulations!

Congratulations!

Newborn
Mary Muna
Parents: Jiries & Mera Sweis
Congratulations!

Upcoming Services & Events

Date Time Event

12/24/2020 |  4:30pm  |Orthros for the Feast of the Nativity of Christ

6:00pm  [Liturgy for the Feast of the Nativity of Christ
12/26/2020|  5:00pm  |Great Vespers
12/27/2020 8:45am  |Orthros (Church)

10:00am  |Divine Liturgy (Church/Gym)
12/30/2020 | 10:00am  |Morning Prayers

10:30am  |Arabic Bible Study (Virtual)

Liturgy for the New Year (Circumcision of our Lord and St Basil

12/31/2020 6:00pm  [the Great)
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15th ANNUAL SOYQ CHRISTMAS RETREAT

Wednesday, December 30th 2020
6:00pm -10:00pm via zoom

Ages 12-16°
Schedule | ‘('DI per participant
6:00pm - Akathist ~*ALL PRO EE0S 60 10 THE
6:30pm - Session | with N BEIRUT RELIEF FUND
Bp. Anthony
7:00pm - Dinner % ‘Req.sterz/za/zozo

Pizza delivery by clergyl ~an “ Click here to register.

7:30pm - Coolest Christmas ‘ ;
weater Contest & Bible o

Look-up Competition ot
8:00pm - Session | with /cundle

Fr. Mousa - “Born to D? % “p, @ quk
8:30pm - The Voice: SOYO Editiomy

Caroling & Chanting contests, S cocn’r‘e]s%sprep?;gzoomf?

9:00pm - Session 11 with Scal® ure calling your name!
Fr. Jacob - Becoming god

9:30pm - Jeopardy with clergy ~ Questions? Contact Fr. Jacob
10:00pm - Closing prayer youthpastor(@ stmaryoc.org

Blble



https://tithe.ly/event-registration/#/2930862

ST. MARY'S CHURCH
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ITEMS
ACCEPTED:

Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta,

Pasta Sauce, Peanut Butter,

Jelly, Rice, Dry Milk, Soup,

Tuna, Canned Vegetables, Nov. 3rd
Canned Fruit, Mac & Cheese, . 1O Jan. 31st
Juice.

Drop Off Times

Sunday Mornings &
Mon. - Fri. 10am - 3pm
HELP DONATE
TOTHOSE IN
HUNGER!

Remembering
the words of
St John
Chrysostom: "It
is a better thing
to feed the
hungry than to
raise the dead”

6330 W. 127th St Palos Heights, Il 60463 708-239-0004




Week]g Sgnaxarion

On December 27 in the Holy Orthodox Church, the second day of
the After-feast of the Nativity of Christ, we commemorate the Vener-
able-confessor Theodore the Branded; and the holy Apostle, First
Martyr and Archdeacon Stephen, one of the Seven Deacons. Stephen
was the first and archdeacon of the seven deacons whom the holy
apostles ordained and appointed to the service of assisting the poor in
Jerusalem. Among the Proto-martyr’s persecutors was his kinsman
Saul, who became the Apostle Paul. At that time, the Most-holy The-
otokos, standing at a distance with John the Theologian, witnessed
the martyrdom of this first martyr for the truth of her Son and God.
Gamaliel, a prince of the Jews and a secret Christian, clandestinely
took Stephen’s body and buried it on his own estate. On the Sunday
after the Nativity of Christ, we commemorate the holy and just
Ancestors of God: Joseph the Betrothed of the Holy Virgin, our Lady
the Theotokos; James the Brother of the Lord and the First Bishop of
Jerusalem; and David the Prophet and King. David committed
adultery and murder, yet God forgave him and glorified him above
all the kings of Israel. He gave him the great grace to compose the
most beautiful penitential prayers (the Psalms) and to prophesy the
coming of Christ. God designated Joseph to protect the Most-holy
Virgin, and imparted to him great honor in the plan of the salvation
of mankind. The Apostle James is called the “Brother of the Lord”
because he was the son of the righteous Joseph the Betrothed. James
greatly loved Jesus and, according to tradition, he traveled to Egypt
with the Most-holy Virgin and Joseph when Herod sought to slay the
newborn King. By their intercessions, O God, have mercy upon us
and save us. Amen.
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