Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

December 24th, 2020
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

First Antiphon

I will praise Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart: I will speak of all Thy marvelous works. In
the assembly of the upright and in the congregation, the works of the Lord are great.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

They are sought out according to all His purposes. His work is honorable and glorious, and
His righteousness endureth forever.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto the ages of
ages. Amen.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.
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Second Antiphon
Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; that delighteth greatly in His commandments. His
seed shall be mighty upon earth; the generation of the upright shall be blessed.
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!
Glory and riches shall be in His house, and His righteousness endureth forever.
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: He is gracious, full of compassion and
righteous.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of
ages.

O only-begotten son and word of God...




BySihe ) 8 4Td GsS L las Bllias (555 Sl A @ da)ll ke
Ioglls «sll Jiyil e Jiad] po Ay oy L call] ) b Lieals

ooplall e () asn g Ldi (A Jally aaall (sS0

Cpasioaal] Aallal) A el 3yl

Lol cGoalall jas My gl IS5 GV ¢asil ooty oYl U Sadd
ceeingll (oY) AU LalS L

Third Antiphon

The Lord said unto my Lord: “Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy
footstool. The Lord shall send thee a rod of strength out of Zion. With thee is dominion in the
day of thy power, in the beauties of thy saints.

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they that worshipped

the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to know that from the east of the High-
est thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!
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Entrance Hymn

Out of the womb, before the morning star, have I begotten Thee. The Lord hath sworn and will
not change His mind: Thou art a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek. Save us, O Son
of God, who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four)

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they
that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to know
that from the east of the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!
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Kontakion of the Nativity (Tone Three)

Today, the Virgin giveth birth to the transcendent in essence; the earth offereth the cave to the
unapproachable One; the angels with the shepherds glorify Him; and the Magi with the star
travel on their way; for a new child hath been born for our sakes; God before the ages.
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Instead of the Trisagion Hymn, the following is sung (Tone One):
“As many as have been Baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia!” (THRICE)
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Epistle for the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

Let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to
Thee!

Shout with joy to God, all the earth!

The Reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to
the Galatians (4:4-7).

Brethren, when the time had fully come, God
sent forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law, to redeem those who were
under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons. And because you are sons,
God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying “Abba! Father!” So you are
no longer a slave but a son, and if a son then
also an heir of God through Christ.

Ll Joliyg i)Y ol JS Al s
Iia)¥) ol gsen L4l ol

dal (Al Joml algn Ganadl) Alay (o Jucid
laglee ai) ) oyl plapll el ols W ssal L
aat ) o * gl i laglsa syl (e
zo A el bl oS0 Layg * il Jlid e gl
da i OV UL Bl aSs1E ) )

A s el Ll i€ 13y o) el s e

.C:u.u.d\ &}A:a.a




Gospel of the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

The reading from the Holy Gospel accord-
ing to St. Matthew. (2:1-12)

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem,
saying, “Where is He who has been born
king of the Jews? For we have seen His star
in the East, and have come to worship Him.”
When Herod the king heard this, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of
the people, he inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by
the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the
land of Judea, are by no means least among
the rulers of Judea; for from you shall come
a ruler who will govern My people Israel.””
Then Herod summoned the wise men secret-
ly and ascertained from them what time the
star appeared; and he sent them to Bethle-
hem, saying, “Go and search diligently for
the child, and when you have found Him
bring me word, that I too may come and
worship Him.” When they had heard the
king they went their way; and lo, the star
which they had seen in the East went before
them, until it came to rest over the place
where the child was. When they saw the star,
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and
going into the house they saw the child with
Mary His mother, and they fell down and
worshiped Him. Then, opening their
treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh. And being warned
in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another
way.
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Megalynarion of the Nativity of Christ (Tone One)

Magnify, O my soul, her who is more honorable and more exalted in glory than the heavenly
hosts.
I behold a strange and wonderful mystery: the cave a heaven, the Virgin a cherubic throne, and
the manger a noble place in which hath laid Christ the uncontained God. Let us, therefore,
praise and magnify Him.
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Koinonikon for the Nativity (Tone Eight)
The Lord hath sent redemption to his people. Alleluia!
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Instead of “We have seen the true light...”, sing:
Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four)
Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they
that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to know
that from the east of the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!
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His Eminence A e (08 Archbishop of New York and
The Most Reverend 4 e i Metropolitan of
Metropolitan JOSEPH foa@a\'\ V| All North America

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE

OF NORTH AMERICA

Nativity 2020

“Magnify, O my soul,
her who is more honorable and exalted in glory than the heavenly hosts.
I behold a strange and wonderful mystery:
the cave a heaven, the Virgin a Cherubic throne,
and the manger a noble place in which hath lain Christ the uncontained God.
Let us therefore praise and magnify Him.”
Nativity Ode 9, First Canon

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!

We humbly offer gratitude to our Savior for every precious gift He bestows upon us as we
warm owrselves by the fire of His cave. May the Natity of our Lord and Savior brng you
joy and imbue the hearts of people throughout the wordd with peace, reconciliation,
understanding and love for one another. May you be granted a grace-filled, joyous feast and
a blessed new year replete with both spiritual and physical health.

Yours in the service of Chuast,

f( .

+JOSEPH
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in_Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

358 Mountiin Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
201) 871-1355T Archdiocese(@antiochian.org (201) 871-7954 F



Hiz Eminence Archbichop of Mew York and
The Moct Reversnd Metropolitan of
Metropolitan JOSEFPH All North America
The Right Reverand Diocese of Toledo and
Bishop ANTHONY The Midwezt

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE

OF NORTH AMERICA

Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
December 23, 2020

To the beloved Clergy and faithful of our Midwest Diocese,

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
Ta J.._h..dj _fﬂ C'rg.u.”

n our meditation on the Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ this Christmas, we see the new bom Babe as the

new Adam. 5t. Irenaens of Lyon reminds us, “Just as Adam had been created by the Word of God from

the untilled and virgin earth, se also the Word of God created flesh for Himself from a virgin womb
when the Son of God became the new Adam, seo as fo correct the fall inte sin of the first Adam.”

As we look into the Cave where the Baby 15, we see the amimals around Him. I am reminded of
the love of the ammmals for Adam in Paradize before sin entered: “The man gave names fo all cartle, and o
the birds of the air, and fo every beast of the field . (Genezizs 2:20). After Adam and Eve left Paradize
and their descendants built cifies and began to use amimals for their pleasure and pnde, the world was runed
by wickedness because man’s “heart was only evil confinually™ (Genesis 6:3). Even after the great Flood
when Noah had saved the animals and God made another agreement with mankind. these animals and their
senerations to come would not trost human beings: “The fear of vou and the dread of vou shall be upon
every beast of the earth ™ (Genesiz 9:2). Men would rule ammals by tyranny not tenderness.

Jesus welcomes the ammals back by bnnging back, first in this Cave in the wilderness, the Paradise
lost long ago. When Jesus began to preach and teach and when He went back to the wildemess no longer
as a babe but as a young man_ St Mark i his Gospel says, “he was with the wild beasts; and the angels
ministered fo him ™ (Mark 1:13). The animals knew Jesus since He was a babe, and the Angels have always
known Him since He has always been God. We hear the angels singing again. here in the wildemess walk
of Chnst as in the wilderness rest at His hirth: “Glory fo God in the highast, and on earth peace among
men .. " (Luke 2:14).

And the Eastern Kings in their adoration of our Lord, in thewr sfts for Him_  knew He was the “King
of kings and the Lord of lords " (1 Timothy 6:15; Revelation 17:14; 19:16). The shepherds came to worship
Him who 15 the anointed Omne, the Messiah, the Christ, the Savior, the Son of God and 5Son of David, whom
God “took from the sheepfolds .. to be the shepherd of Jaceb His people and Israsl His inheritance”
(Psalms 78:70-71). Jesus speaking of Himself said. “T am the sood shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep” (John 10:11).

Jesus was bom info a made, wilderness Cave, a place of contest with harsh weather and simple
shelter. It was just the start of constant stress and mgged demands. Like David and fellow shepherds, He
would endure the deprivations of comforts to comfort the sheep: “Comfort, comfort my people, says your
God™ (Isaiah 40:1) “In the wildermess prepare the way of the Lord ™ (Isaiah 40:3). “Remember, O Lord,
in David’s favar, all the hardships he endurad; how he swore fo the Lord and vowed fo the Mighty One of
Jacob, T will not enter my house or gat info my bed; I will net give slesp to my eyes or slumber fo my
evelids, unfil I find a place for the Lord a dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jocob™” (Psalms 132:1-3).

His earthly life was never easy and finally devastating. one stumbling walk up to Golgotha as a last
step to glory. As we all face pressure and tension now with the haunting uncertainty of the virus stalking

“Thhe disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Ads 11: 26)

Midweet Diocecan Chancery

5349 Ginger Tree
Toledo, OH 43623



us from behind or racing toward us, we can know that the Lord who has “endured the Cross for us”
(Hebrews 12:2) and rose m glory will help us endure our cross, nse agam in this life, and in the hife to come.

From the Vespers of the Nativity, we hear,

What shall we offer Thee, O Christ, Who for our sakes has appeared on earth as a man? Every
creature made by Thee offers Thee thanks: the Angels offer a hymn; the heavens, a star; the Wise
Men, gifis; the shepherds, their wonder; the earth, ifs cave; the wilderness, a manger, and we offer
Thee a Virgin Mother! O Pre-eternal God, have mercy on us!
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As we celebrate this most joyous event with our family and fends, remember the God-Man, Jesus Chnst,
was bom for us! Strive to love one another as He has loved us (see John 15:12)!

May He who was bom in a cave and lay in a manger for our salvation, Chnst our true God, bless you
always.

+ LBioke P frrth e Ly
+Bishop ANTHONY

Bishop of Toledo
Antischian Orthodor Christian Archdioeese of North America
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15th ANNUAL SOYQ CHRISTMAS RETREAT

Wednesday, December 30th 2020
6:00pm -10:00pm via zoom

Ages 12-16°
Schedule | ‘('DI per participant
6:00pm - Akathist ~*ALL PRO EE0S 60 10 THE
6:30pm - Session | with N BEIRUT RELIEF FUND
Bp. Anthony
7:00pm - Dinner % ‘Req.sterz/za/zozo

Pizza delivery by clergyl ~an “ Click here to register.

7:30pm - Coolest Christmas ‘ ;
weater Contest & Bible o

Look-up Competition ot
8:00pm - Session | with /cundle

Fr. Mousa - “Born to D? % “p, @ quk
8:30pm - The Voice: SOYO Editiomy

Caroling & Chanting contests, S cocn’r‘e]s%sprep?;gzoomf?

9:00pm - Session 11 with Scal® ure calling your name!
Fr. Jacob - Becoming god

9:30pm - Jeopardy with clergy ~ Questions? Contact Fr. Jacob
10:00pm - Closing prayer youthpastor(@ stmaryoc.org

Blble



https://tithe.ly/event-registration/#/2930862

ST. MARY'S CHURCH
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ITEMS
ACCEPTED:

Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta,

Pasta Sauce, Peanut Butter,

Jelly, Rice, Dry Milk, Soup,

Tuna, Canned Vegetables, Nov. 3rd
Canned Fruit, Mac & Cheese, . 1O Jan. 31st
Juice.

Drop Off Times

Sunday Mornings &
Mon. - Fri. 10am - 3pm
HELP DONATE
TOTHOSE IN
HUNGER!

Remembering
the words of
St John
Chrysostom: "It
is a better thing
to feed the
hungry than to
raise the dead”

6330 W. 127th St Palos Heights, Il 60463 708-239-0004




Week]g Sgnaxarion

On December 25 in the Holy Orthodox
Church we celebrate the Nativity according to
the flesh of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus
Christ. Thus entered into the world He Whose
coming was foretold by the prophets, and
Who was born in the same manner 1n which it
had been prophesied: of a Most-holy Virgin,
in the town of Bethlehem, of the linecage of
David according to the flesh, at the time when
there was no king in Jerusalem of the lineage
of Judah, but rather when a foreigner named
Herod, who sought to kill the infant Messiah,
was reigning. After many types and prefigur-
ings, messengers and heralds, prophets and
righteous men, wise men and kings, finally
He appeared, the Lord of the world and King
of kings, to perform the work of the salvation
of mankind. Unto Him be glory unto ages of
ages. Amen.
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