
 

  

 Entrance Hymn 
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 

  هلمُ لنسجد ونركع للمسيح ملكنا والهنا، خلصنا يا ابن الله يا من قام من بين الاموات، لنرتل لك هللويا!

 Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Five) 
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of 
the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer 

death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection. 
لِنُسبِ حْ نحن المؤمنين ونسجدْ للكلمةْ. المساوي للآبِ والروحِ في الازليَّةِ وعدمِ الابتداء. المولودِ من العذراءِ 
لخلاصِنا. لأنَهُ سُرَّ وارتضى بالجسدِ أن يعلوَ على الصليبِ. ويحتمِلَ الموتَ وينهضَ الموتى بقيامَتِهِ 

  المجيدة.

Troparion of the First Sunday of Lent (Tone Two) 
Thy pure image do we venerate, O good One, asking forgiveness of our sins, O Christ our 

God; for by thine own will thou didst ascend the Cross in thy body, to save thy creatures from 
the bondage of the enemy. Thou hast verily filled all with joy, since thou didst come, O our 

Savior, to save the world. 
لصورتك الطاهرة نسجد أيها الصالح, مستمدين مغفرة الخطايا أيها المسيح ألهنا. لأن بمشيئتك سررت أن 
تصعد بالجسد على الصليب, لتنجي الذين خلقت من عبودية العدو. فلذلك نهتف اليك بشكر: قد املأت 

  الكل فرحا يا مخلصنا إذ أتيت لتخلص العالم.

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 
In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling 

asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of 
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death. 

في ميلادِكِ حفِظْتِ البتوليةَ وصنتِها وفي رقادِكِ ما أهمَلْتِ العالمَ وتركتِهِ يا والدةَ الإله. لأنكِ انتقلْتِ إلى 
  .الحياة بما أنك أمُّ الحياة. فبشفاعاتِكِ أنقذي من الموتِ نفوسَنا
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Kontakion of the Theotokos for the Sundays of Lent (Tone Eight) 
To thee, the Champion Leader, do I offer thanks of victory, O Theotokos, thou who hast      

delivered me from terror; but as thou that hast that power invincible, O Theotokos, thou alone 
can set me free: from all forms of danger free me and deliver me, that I may cry unto thee: 

“Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom.” 

دائد.  ,إني أنا عبدُكِ يا والدةَ الإله اكتبُ لكِ راياتِ الغلبة يا جنديَّةً مُحامية. وأُقدمُ لكِ الشُكرَ كَمُنقذة منَ الشَّ
التي لا تُحَارَب، أعتقِينا من صُنوفِ الشدائد. حتَّى أصرُخَ إليكِ: إفرحي يا عروساً لا  العِزَةَ لكن بما أنَّ لكِ 

  عروسَ لها!

Epistle for the First Sunday of Lent  

 مباركٌ أنتَ ياربُّ الهُ آبائنا!
 لأنكَ عادلٌ في كُل ِ ما صَنعَتَ بنا!

فصلٌ من رسالةِ القديسِ بولسَ الرسولِ إلى العبرانيين 
(22:11-12, 21-14). 

يا إخوةُ بالإيمانِ موسى لمَّا كَبُررَ أبرى أن يُردعَرى ابرنراً لابرنرةِ 
قاءَ معَ شَرعربِ اِلله عرلرى الرتَّرمَرتُّرعِ الروقرتريِ   فِرعَونَ* مُختاراً الشَّ
َُ بري الروَقرتُ إن  بالخطريرئَرةِ* ومراذا أقرولُ أيضراً. إنَّرهُ يَضرير
أخرربَرررتُ عرررن جِرردعَررونَ ومَرراراوَ وشَرررمررشُررونَ ويرررفررترراحَ وداودَ 
وصَموئيلَ والأنبياءِ* الذينَ بالإيمانِ قَهَروا المَرمرالركَ وعَرمِرلُروا 
ةَ الرنرارِ  وا أفواهَ الُأسُرودِ* وأَفرفر وا حِردَّ البِرَّ ونَالوا المواعِدَ وسَدُّ
اءَ فري  وْا مِن ضُعْفٍ وصَارُوا أشِردَّ يفِ وتَقَوَّ ونَجَوْا مِن حَدِ  السَّ
الحَربِ وكَسَروا مُعَسكَراتِ الأجانبِ* وأَخَذَتْ نِساءٌ أمرواتَرهُرنَّ 
بالقيامَةِ وعُذِ بَ آخرونَ بتَوتِيرِ الأعضاءِ والضَربِ ولم يَقبَلروا 
بالنَّجَاةِ ليَحصَلُوا على قِريرامَرةٍ أفضرل* وآخَررُونَ ذاقُروا الرهُرزءَ 
ررجرنَ* ورُجِرمُروا ونُشِرررُوا وامرترُحِرنُرروا  والرجَرلْردَ والرقُرريُرودَ أيضراً والسِ 
ومرراترُروا بِررحَرردِ  السرريررفِ. وسَرراحُرروا فرري جُررلررودِ َ ررنَررمٍ ومَررعِررزٍ وهررم 
مُعوَزون مُضَايَقُونَ مَجرهُرودونَ* لولرم يَركُرنِ الرعرالرمُ مُسرتَرحِرقَّراً 
لهم( وكانوا تائِهِينَ في الربَرراري والرجِربرالِ والرمرغراوِرِ وكُرهُروفِ 
الأرضِ* فررهررؤلاءِ كُررلُّررهُررم مشررهرروداً لررهررم بررالإيررمررانِ لررم يررنررالرروا 
ََ فنَظَرَ لنا شيرئراً أفضَرلَ أن لا يركرمُرلُروا  الموعِد* لأنَّ اَلله سب

  بدونِنَا.

Blessed are thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers! 

For thou art just in all that thou hast done to us! 

The Reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to the 
Hebrews (11:24-26, 32-40). 

Brethren, by faith Moses, when he was grown up, 
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 
choosing rather to share ill-treatment with the  
people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures 
of sin. And what more shall I say? For time would 
fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson,       
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets; 
who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced 
justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of 
lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of 
the sword, won strength out of weakness, became 
mighty in war, and put foreign armies to flight. 
Women received their dead by resurrection. Some 
were tortured, refusing to accept release that they 
might rise again to a better life. Others suffered 
mocking and scourging, and even chains and    
imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn 
in two, they were killed with the sword; they went 
about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute,       
afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the world was not 
worthy—wandering over deserts and mountains, 
and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, 
though well attested by their faith, did not receive 
what was promised, since God had foreseen  
something better for us, that apart from us they 
should not be made perfect.  
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Gospel for the First Sunday of Lent  

فصل شريف من بشارة القديس يوحنا الإنجيلي البشير, 
 .(12-2:12)التلميذ الطاهر 

في ذلكَ الزَّمانِ أرادَ يسوعُ الخُروجَ إلى الجليلِ فوجردَ فريرلربُّرَ  
فقالَ لَهُ اتبعني* وكانَ فيرلِربُّرُ  مِرن بَريرتَ صريردا مِرن مَرديرنرةِ 
اندراوسَ ومُطرُسَ * فوجَدَ فيلِبُُّ  نَثَنائيرلَ فرقرالَ لرهُ إنَّ الرذي 
كَتَبَ عَرنرهُ مروسرى فري الرنَّرامُروسِ والأنربريراءِ قرد وجردنراهُ وهرو 
يسوعُ بنُ يوسفَ الذي من النَّاصِرة * فقالَ لهُ نَرثَرنرائريرلُ أمِرنَ 
الناصرةِ يمكرنُ أن يركرونَ شريءٌ صرالرحٌ * فرقرالَ لرهُ فريرلِربُّرُ  
تعالَ وانظرْ * فرأى يسروعُ نَرثَرنَرائريرلَ مُرقربِرلًا إلريرهِ فرقرالَ عرنرهُ 
هوذا إسرائيليُّ حقَّاً لا ِ شَّ فيهِ * فقالَ لهُ نَثَرنَرائريرلُ مِرنْ أيرنَ 
تَعرِفُني. أجابَ يسوعُ وقالَ لهُ قَبلَ أنْ يَدعُوَكَ فريرلِربُّرُ  وأنرتَ 
تحتَ التينةِ رأيتُكَ * أجابَ نَثَرنَرائريرلُ وقرالَ لرهُ يرا مرعرلِ رمُ أنرتَ 
ابنُ اِلله أنرتَ مَرلِركُ اسررائريرلَ * أجرابَ يسروعُ وقرالَ لرهُ لأنري 
قلتُ لكَ إني رأيتُكَ تحتَ التينةِ آمنرتَ. إنَّركَ سَرترُعرايرنُ أعرظَرمَ 
ََّ أقرولُ لركُرم إنَّركُرم مِرنَ ا نَ  ََّ الرحَر مِن هذا * وقالَ لرهُ الرحَر
مَاءَ مَفتُوحَةً، وملائِكَةُ اِلله يَصعَدونَ ويَنْرزِلرونَ عرلرى  تَرَوْنَ السَّ

  ابنِ البَشَرِ.

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according 
to St. John (1:43-51). 
At that time, Jesus decided to go to Galilee. And 
He found Philip and said to him, “Follow Me.”  
Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of      
Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael, and 
said to him, “We have found Him of Whom     
Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Nathanael 
said to him, “Can anything good come out of  
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 
Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said of 
him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
guile!” Nathanael said to Jesus, “How do you 
know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip 
called you, when you were under the fig tree, I 
saw you.” Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi, Thou 
art the Son of God! Thou art the King of Israel!” 
Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, I saw 
you under the fig tree, do you believe? You shall 
see greater things than these.” And Jesus said to 
him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see  
heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending 
and descending upon the Son of man.”  

Megalynarion for the Theotokos from the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great (Tone Eight) 
In thee all creation rejoices, O Full of Grace; the assembly of angels and the race of men; O 
sanctified temple and spiritual paradise; the glory of virgins, from whom God was incarnate 
and became a child; our God before the ages, He made thy womb a throne, and thy body He 
made more spacious than the heavens. In thee all creation rejoices, O Full of Grace, glory to 

thee. 

إن البرايا ب سرِها تفرحُ بكِ يا ممتلئةً نعمةً، محافِلَ الملائكةِ وأجناسَ البَشَرِ، أيتها الهيكلُ المتقدسُ والفردوسُ 
دَ الإلهُ وصارَ فِفلًا وهو الإلهُ الذي قبلَ الدُّهورِ، لأنهُ صنعَ  ، فَخرَ البتوليةِ مريم التي منها تجسَّ َُ الناف
ماواتِ، لذلكَ يا ممتلئةً نعمةً تفرحُ بكِ كلُ البرايا وتُمجدُكِ.   مُستَودَعَكِ عرشاً وجعلَ بطنَكِ أرحَبَ من السَّ
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40 Day Memorial 
Jamileh Shaheen 

 
 

Removal of Crowns 
David & Indira Castronova 

 
 

Newborn 
Celine 

Parents: Ronnie & Lurice 
Tadros 

 
 

Epistle Readers 
3/8/20- Nancy Cannon & 
                 Lily Sweiss 
3/15/20- Kh. Delia Haddad & 
               Isberans Hadwah  
 
 

Coffee Hour 
3/8/20– Khaled and Samira
 Tadros & Family 
3/15/20– Karim and Isberans  
   Hadwah & Family 
3/22/20– Antiochian Women 
 

 

* Please visit 
www.stmaryoc.org to view 
the complete online bulletin 

which includes all of the 
events and details. 

SOYO 
 
 

Teen SOYO Night every Wednesday at 6:30pm 

Antiochian Women 
 
 

Spinach Pie Sale -Sunday, March 15th 
 

Antiochian Women Meeting  
Tuesday, March 31st at 7pm 

YAM 
 

Adult Sunday School every Sunday after Liturgy  
 

Catechism Class every Saturday from 6:00pm to 
7:00pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Sunday School 
 
 

Sunday of Orthodoxy ~ bring your icons 
 

Every Sunday starting at 10:00am with Divine 
Liturgy 
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Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.”  

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service. 

Upcoming Events 
Date Time Event 

3/5/2020 7:00pm Great Compline w/ Canon of St. Andrew  

3/6/2020 10:00am Presanctified Liturgy  

 7:00pm 1st Akathist (Madayeh) w/potluck 

3/7/2020 10:45am Arabic School 

 5:00pm Great Vespers 

 6:00pm Adult Catechism  

3/8/2020 8:45am Orthros 

 10:00am Divine Liturgy  

  Sunday School 

 6:30pm Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers - St. George Orthodox Church  
3/9/2020 7:00pm Great Compline 

3/11/2020 10:00am Morning Prayers 

 10:30am Arabic Bible Study 

 6:30pm SOYO Night 

  Presanctified Liturgy ~ St. Luke OCA, 10700 Kean Ave., Palos Hills 

3/13/2020 10:00am Presanctified Liturgy 

 7:00pm 2nd Akathist (Madayeh) w/potluck 

3/14/2020 10:45am Arabic School 

 5:00pm Great Vespers 

 6:00pm Adult Catechism  

3/15/2020 8:45am Orthros 

 10:00am Divine Liturgy  

  Sunday School 

 11:30am Spinach Pie Sale ~ Antiochian Women 

3/16/2020 7:00pm Great Compline 
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 Lent & Holy Week Services   2020   خدمات الصيام والاسبوع العظيم

  7:00pmمساء   Thursday: Great Compline w/ Canon to St. Andrew صرلاة النروم الكبررى الخمي :   March 5آذار

  10:00amصباحا     Friday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgyالجمعة: القداس السابَ تقديسه  March 6آذار

  7:00pmمساء    Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner خدمة مديح والدة الإله 

  5:00pmمساء    Great Vespersصلاة الغروب   March 7آذار

  10:00amصباحا     Divine Liturgy for the 1st Sunday of Lentالإلهي للأحد الأول من الصوم القداس   March 8آذار

  7:00pmمساء Monday: Great Complineالإثنين: صرلاة النروم الكبررى    March 9آذار

  6:30pmمساء    Wednesday: Pan-Orthodox Pre-Sanctified Liturgyالأرمعاء: القداس السابَ تقديسه  March 11آذار

 St. Luke Orthodox Church (OCA) 
10700 S Kean Ave.  Palos Hills, IL 60465 

 

  10:00amصباحا     Friday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgyالجمعة: القداس السابَ تقديسه  March 13آذار

  7:00pmمساء   Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner خدمة مديح والدة الإله 

  5:00pmمساء    Great Vespersصلاة الغروب   March 14آذار

  10:00amصباحا     Divine Liturgy for the 2nd Sunday of Lentالإلهي للأحد الثاني من الصوم القداس  March 15آذار

  7:00pmمساء    Monday: Great Compline صرلاة النروم الكبررى : الإثنين  March 16آذار

  6:30pmمساء    Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgyالأرمعاء: القداس السابَ تقديسه  March 18آذار

 Sts. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church (OCA) 
6980 S. County Line Rd. Burr Ridge, IL 60527 

 

  10:00amصباحا     Friday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgyالجمعة: القداس السابَ تقديسه  March 20آذار

  7:00pmمساء    Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner خدمة مديح والدة الإله 

  5:00pmمساء    Great Vespersصلاة الغروب   March 21آذار

  10:00amصباحا     Divine Liturgy for the 3rd Sunday of Lentالإلهي للأحد الثالث من الصوم القداس  March 22آذار
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 Lent & Holy Week Services   2020   خدمات الصيام والاسبوع العظيم

  7:00pmمساء    Monday: Great Compline صرلاة النروم الكبررى : الإثنين  March 23آذار

  7:00pmمساء    Great Vespers for the Annunciation w/Artoklasiaالبشارةلعيد صلاة الغروب   March 24آذار

  9:00amصباحا    Orthros for the Annunciationصلاة السحر لعيد البشارة  March 25آذار

  10:00amصباحا    Liturgy for the Annunciation البشارةخدمة القداس لعيد  

  10:00amصباحا     Friday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgyالجمعة: القداس السابَ تقديسه  March 27آذار

  7:00pmمساء    Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner خدمة مديح والدة الإله 

  5:00pmمساء    Great Vespersصلاة الغروب   March 28آذار

  10:00amصباحا     Divine Liturgy for the 4th Sunday of Lentالإلهي للأحد الرابع من الصوم القداس  March 29آذار

  7:00pmمساء    Monday: Great Compline صرلاة النروم الكبررى : الإثنين  March 30آذار

  6:30pmمساء    Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgyالأرمعاء: القداس السابَ تقديسه  April 1نيسان

 Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian 
8410 W 131st St, Palos Park, IL 60464  

 

 April 2  Thursday: Little Compline w/ Canon of St. Andrew and life of St. Mary of Egyptنيسان

  الخمي : صرلاة النروم الصغرى مع قانون القدي  اندراوس وسيرة القديسة مريم المصرية
  7:00pmمساء

  10:00amصباحا     Friday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgyالجمعة: القداس السابَ تقديسه  April 3نيسان

  7:00pmمساء   Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner خدمة مديح والدة الإله  

  5:00pmمساء    Great Vespersصلاة الغروب   April 4نيسان

  10:00amصباحا     Divine Liturgy for the 5th Sunday of Lentالإلهي للأحد الرابع من الصوم القداس  April 5نيسان

  7:00pmمساء    Monday: Great Compline صرلاة النروم الكبررى : الإثنين April 6نيسان

   Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgyالأرمعاء: القداس السابَ تقديسه  April 8نيسان

Hosted by: St. Mary Orthodox Church    

  6:30pmمساء

  10:00amصباحا     Friday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgyالجمعة: القداس السابَ تقديسه  April 10نيسان

  7:00pmمساء   Little Compline w/ Canon to Lazarus سبت اليعازرقانون  
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  9:00amصباحا   Saturday: Lazarus Saturday Orthrosالسبت: صلاة السحر لسبت اليعازر   April 11نيسان

  10:00amصباحا Lazarus Saturday Liturgyالقداس لسبت اليعازر   

  5:00pmمساء    Great Vespers for Palm Sunday w/ Artoklasiaالشعانينلعيد صلاة الغروب  

  10:00amصباحا    Sunday: Palm Sunday Liturgy الشعانينخدمة القداس لعيد الاحد:   April 12نيسان

  7:00pmمساء    1st Bridegroom Service الختن الأولى 

  10:00amصباحا     Monday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy: القداس السابَ تقديسهالإثنين  April 13نيسان

 
  7:00pmمساء    2nd Bridegroom Service الختن الثانية 

  10:00amصباحا     Tuesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy الثالثة: القداس السابَ تقديسهالثلاثاء  April 14نيسان

 
  7:00pmمساء    3rd Bridegroom Service  الختن الثالثة 

  10:00amصباحا     Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy: القداس السابَ تقديسهالأرمعاء  April 15نيسان

  5:00pmمساء    4th Bridegroom Service  رابعةالختن ال 

 
  7:00pmمساء   Holy Unction Service  صلاة الزيت المقدس 

  10:00amصباحا   Thursday: Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil قداس باسيليوس الكبيرالخمي :    April 16نيسان

  7:00pmمساء   Twelve Passion Gospelsخدمة أناجيل ا لام الإثني عشر 

  10:00amصباحا   Friday: Royal Hours خدمة الساعاتالجمعة:   April 17نيسان

  3:00pmمساء    Taking Down From the Crossخدمة انزال المصلوب 

    Lamentations جناز المسيح 

    HOLY FRIDAY All-Night VIGIL to follow) جمعة العظيمةسهرانية ال(

  7:00pmمساء

   

  10:00amصباحا   Saturday: Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil سبت النورالسبت: قداس   April 18نيسان

 Rush Procession & Matins followed by Paschal Liturgy        

 سحرية العيد، الهجمة وقداس القيامة
  10:00pmمساء

  1:30pmظهرا   Sunday: Agape Vespers الأحد: صلاة الباعوث  April 19نيسان

 Lent & Holy Week Services   2020   خدمات الصيام والاسبوع العظيم
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St. Mary’s Orthodox Church 
2020 Easter Flower Donation 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

             For the Health of:      In Memory of: 

From: ___________________________________________________  

Amount: ________________ 

Thank you for your support! 
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St. Mary’s Antiochian Women 

Kaek and Mamoul Sale  

Full Sheet - $40 
____ Mix 

 $14 –صينية حجم كبير 
 ____مختلطة 

Half Sheet -$30 
 

____ Kaek 

____ Mix 

 $24 –صينية حجم متوسط 
 ____كعك 

 ____مختلطة 

Half Sheet -$30 
 

____ Pistachio Mamoul 

 $24 –صينية حجم متوسط 
 ____معمول بالفستق الحلبي 

Name: _____________________________  Phone #: _____________ 

Orders need to be submitted no later than April 5th 

If you have any questions call Saeda at 708-307-9906 or Rita at 773-510-4303  

Volunteers needed to help bake 

Kaek and Mamoul on April 

6th & 7th starting at 10 am. 
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Food For Hungry People 
2020 

 

 

We are asking each Sunday School family to 
take home a box and help the FFHP reach their 
goal for 2020.  Lent is not only about fasting, it 
is about helping those in need.   

Let’s make this 46th year the best ever!!!  

Last year we collected over $200,000. With just a little extra effort from every  

parish we can reach our new goal of $225,000.  
 

His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH determines where the money is sent.  

“When you see a poor person, remember the words of our Lord Jesus Christ by which He    
declared that it is He, Himself who is fed. For though that which appears be not Christ, yet    

in that person’s form, it is Christ Himself who receives  and begs.”   
 

St. John Chrysostom 

This year we celebrate 46 years of raising funds for 

o u r  F O O D  F O R  H U N G RY P E O P L E  & 

CHARITABLE OUTREACH Program. Through 

your generosi ty,  over $6.1  mil l ion has been 

distributed to the hungry poor in the United States 

and around the World. Every year, we are able to 

help more unfortunate men, women, and children.     
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708-307-7473 
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Weekly Synaxarion 

On March 8 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we com-
memorate our righteous father Theophylact the Con-
fessor, bishop of Nicomedia; and the Apostle Hermas 
of the Seventy. On this same day, the First Sunday of 
the Fast, we make remembrance of the restoration of 
the holy and venerable Icons, which took place 
through the ever-memorable Sovereigns of Constanti-
nople, Michael and his mother, Theodora, during the 
patriarchate of Saint Methodios the Confessor.This 
restoration was accomplished in the year 842. Theo-
dora’s husband was an iconoclast. After his death, 
Theodora venerated an icon of the Theotokos in front 
of Patriarch Methodios. The other faithful in the 
church did the same, venerating all the icons, consid-
ering them to be representations of their original ele-
ments, not idols. Theodora prayed to God to forgive 
her husband during the first week of Great Lent; and 
on the First Sunday of the Fast, she led the way in 
hanging up the icons to adorn the churches. O invari-
ant Icon of the Father, through the intercessions of 
Thy holy Confessors, have mercy on us.  Amen.  


