SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH

The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26)

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org)
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

St. Mary Parish Clergy @ecemﬁer 1 5 tﬁ, 201 9

V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor

V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani Sundhy qf t[ig _‘7—[0[:‘)1 Torqfatﬁers (ﬂncestors) qf Cﬁnst

V. Rev. Fr. Danial Doss (OCA)

e o Hieromartyr Eleutherios, Bishop of Illyria
. q o~ £ £
Ir;ir]l\fll;:ggl}-l;;:ildad - Presiding Officer Mm\ 4\ A%Y ‘ h‘

Rashid Sweis - Chairman
Shireen Szfimzn - Vice Chairman e £ .. - . . -
Jason Haddad - Treasurer -~ b &

Rain Chamoun - Financial Secretary hJ:d! W‘ ¢ UHJ-‘J*M! ‘U@Sﬂ ‘;a W‘ u.ﬁeé.ﬂ‘
Fabiola Sweis - Secretary had e *

Fadi Abu Manneh
Raed Bisharat
Laith Swaiss

Elia Sweiss
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Parish Ministries

Sunday School - Elizabeth Andoun
SOYO - Daniel Nemri

YAM - Sally Sweis

Antiochian Women - Rita Sweis
Stewardship - Elia Sweiss
Fundraising - Rashid Sweis
Humanitarian - Shireen Salman
OClLife - Nancy Cannon

Choir - Angela Haddad

Chanters - Khaled Salman and Danny
Haddad

Webmaster - Sana Sweis

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss
Couples Ministry - Nader & Angela
Haddad

Office
May Sweis
office@stmaryoc.org

Church Hall Rental
Call or email the church office

Weekly Schedule of Services:

Saturday Great Vespers 5:00pm
Sunday Orthros 8:45am followed by Divine Liturgy 10:00am
Wednesday Morning Prayers followed by Arabic Bible Study 10:00am
Check our website for feast day services and all other services

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family.
If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's
house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.”
May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.




Changes in the Liturgy
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Entrance Hymn

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone One)

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body,
Thou didst arise on the third day, O Saviour, granting life to the world; for which cause the
Heavenly Powers cried aloud unto Thee, O Giver of Life, Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ!
Glory to Thy Kingdom! Glory to Thy Providence! O Thou who alone art the Lover of
Mankind.
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Troparion of the Forefathers (Tone Two)

Thou hast justified by faith the ancient Forefathers, and through them thou hast gone before
and betrothed unto thyself the Church of the Gentiles. Let the saints, therefore, take pride in
glory; for from their seed sprouted forth a noble fruit, and she it was who gave birth to thee
without seed. Wherefore, by their pleadings, O Christ God, save our souls.
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Troparion of St. Eleutherios (Tone Five)

Being comely adorned in thy sacred priestly robes and newly drenched with the streams of thy
pure and sanctified blood, thou didst soar aloft to stand before thy Master, Christ; hence never
cease to intercede for those honoring with faith thy mighty and blessed contest, thou over-
thrower of Satan, O wise and blessed Eleutherios.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Forefeast of the Nativity (Tone Three)

Today the Virgin cometh unto the cave to give birth to the Word who was born before all ag-
es, begotten in a manner that defies description. Rejoice, therefore, O universe if thou
shouldst hear and glorify with the Angels and the shepherds. Glorify Him who by His will
shall become a new-born Babe and who is our God before the ages.
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Epistle for St. Eleutherios
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Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saint.

What shall we render unto the Lord for all that He hath rendered unto us?

The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy. (1:8-18)

Timothy, my son, do not be ashamed then of testifying to our Lord, nor of me his prisoner,
but share in suffering for the gospel in the power of God, Who saved us and called us with a
holy calling, not in virtue of our works but in virtue of his own purpose and the grace which
he gave us in Christ Jesus ages ago, and now has manifested through the appearing of our
Savior Christ Jesus, Who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through
the gospel. For this gospel I was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher, and therefore I
suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know Whom I have believed, and I am sure that
He is able to guard until that Day what has been entrusted to me. Follow the pattern of the
sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus;
guard the truth that has been entrusted to you by the Holy Spirit Who dwells within us. You
are aware that all who are in Asia turned away from me, and among them Phygelos and
Hermogenes. May the Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphoros, for he often
refreshed me; he was not ashamed of my chains, but when he arrived in Rome he searched
for me eagerly and found me. May the Lord grant him to find mercy from the Lord on that
Day and you well know all the service he rendered at Ephesus.
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Gospel for the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers
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The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (14:16-24).

The Lord spoke this parable: “A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many;
and at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been
invited, ‘Come for all is now ready.” But, one by one, they all began to make
excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it;
I pray you, have me excused.” And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen,
and I go to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.” And another said, ‘I have
married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.” So the servant came and reported
this to his master. Then the householder in anger said to his servant, ‘Go out
quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and
blind and lame.” And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done,
and still there 1s room.” And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the
highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled.
For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet. For
many are called, but few are chosen.””
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REMINDER

In an effort to eliminate distractions, collection baskets will not be passed during the
Divine Liturgy. Instead, we kindly ask you to make your donation or pledge before
or after service by placing it in the donation box at the entrance of the
church. Envelopes are available on both sides of the donation box. Please

keep this in mind since we depend on your contributions. Thank you for your
generosity!

Annunciation (Gift Shop & Pookstore
P

= Glory be to God! Glory Forever!

St. Mary Orthodox Church would like to inform all its
parishioners to take advantage of the materials that are
offered at our Gift Shop & Bookstore. If you have not had
the opportunity to stop by and check out our various
selections, we ask that you please do. If you are looking for
that perfect gift for birthdays, graduation, house warming,
baptism, etc... we have many items to choose from. If there is
something you would like but do not see, please let us know
and we will try to accommodate you.

If you have any questions or comments please
contact Nader or Angela Haddad at 989.780.2751
or naderemile3@yahoo.com




PARISH NEWS

1 Honoring your loved ones: Please consider
(7 signing up for one or more Sundays to
éf(m pr%)vidgé Ill)oly Bread and Coffee l}llour.
It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to prepare
communion and to share with our parishioners at the
end of the service. What better way to honor your
loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,
graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and
it encourages fellowship among our community.

S

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour

12/15: Ghaleb and Rita Sweis & Family

12/22: Feras and Jackie Salman & Family

12/29: Nabeel and Mariana Sweis & Family

Epistle Reading
12/15: Kh. Delia Haddad & Khaled Salman
12/22: Subdn. Matthew & Lily Sweiss

Pledge Envelopes

Please pick up your 2020 pledge
envelopes from the back of the church

after Liturgy today.
Graduation
Jasmine Ghaleb Sweis

(?\(-a 5
Bachelor of Sciences and Arts
Professional Writing Concentration
University of Illinois at Chicago

Congratulations!
ﬂ Graduation
e Michael Makri

Bachelor of Science in Liberal Arts
and Sciences
University of Illinois at Chicago
Congratulations!

EAT fora
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Every time you dine with Fattoush Restaurant,
St. Mary will receive 10% of the bill! Be sure to
mention St. Mary at time of payment.

Dine In | Carryout | Catering
Fattoush | 10700 S. Harlem Ave. Worth, IL




Thurs Dec 12 5:00pm Nativity Compline
Sat Dec 14 10:45am Arabic School
4:00pm Great Vespers
Sun Dec 15 8:45am Orthros
10:00am Divine Liturgy
10:00am Sunday School
6:00pm Sunday School/Nativity Pageant
Mon Dec 16 7:00pm Open Gym
Tues Dec 17 5:00pm Nativity Compline
Wed Dec 18 10:00am Morning Prayers
10:30am Arabic Bible Study
6:30pm Teen SOYO Night
Thurs Dec 19 5:00pm Nativity Compline
Fri Dec 20 10:00am Liturgy for St. Ignatius
Sat Dec 21 10:45am Arabic School
5:00pm Great Vespers
Sun Dec 22 8:45am Orthros
10:00am Divine Liturgy
10:00am Sunday School
11:30am Ghraibeh Sale
Mon Dec 23 7:00pm Open Gym
Tues Dec 24 10:00am Royal Hours and Typika for the Nativity
4:30pm Orthros for the Feast of the Nativity of Christ
6:00pm Liturgy for the Feast of the Nativity of Christ
Fri Dec 27-29 8:00am Annual Teen SOYO Retreat
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Liturgical Services

Thurs. Dec 12th  5:00pm  Nativity Compline

Tues. Dec 17th  5:00pm  Nativity Compline

Thurs. Dec 19th  5:00pm  Nativity Compline

Fri. Dec 20th ~ 10:00am Liturgy for St. Ignatius

Tues. Dec 24th  10:00am Royal Hours and Typika for the Nativity
4:30pm  Orthros for the Feast of the Nativity of Christ
6:00pm Liturgy for the Feast of the Nativity of Christ
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Important: Mark your Calendars for Christmas Liturgy
Important! Please mark your calendars for the Christmas Liturgy. It will
begin at 6pm, Tuesday December 24th. How can we truly celebrate Christmas
if we skip out on Christmas Liturgy? The Christmas season is a very busy
time, & we have plans to be with friends & family. But, we must learn to set
our priorities straight, so schedule your gatherings around the Christmas
Liturgy. Can you imagine having a birthday party without the birthday boy?!
That’s exactly what we do when we don’t attend Christmas Liturgy. Let us
begin to change the secularization of Christmas & bring Christ back into the
picture by remembering the reason for the season. We look forward to seeing
you at Christmas Liturgy. God bless!




-~ Christ is Born [

ST. MARY'S
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FLAY WILL. TAV-E PLACE IN CHuR-CH

DECEMBLR_ISTU 2019
6:00PM ;

FOLLOWED BY A
NATIVITIY CELLEBRATION

N THE FELLOWSHIP HALL

CAN'T WAIT TO SEE EVERYONE THERE




YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

YAM

Christmas
Retreat!

Topic: Iconography

e Join us for a day of education,
fellowship, and worship with
special guest speaker Fr.
Stephen Vernak from
Pennsylvania!

e Engage in spiritual and
educational talks!

e Enjoy Christmas themed
refreshments and activities! —

| Dec. 14, 2019 | Cost: S30
* 9:00am to 5:00pm

St. Mary's Orthodox Church
@
OO

6330 W 127 St. Palos Heights, IL

Wear your ugliest Christmas sweater!




“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his rlghteousness,
and all thlngs shall be added unto you.” Matthew 6: 33

SOYO MEMBERS ARE INVITED
TO OUR 14TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS RETREAT!

Guest Speaker: Bishop Nicholas of Miami

Ages: 13 - 18 years old

When: Friday, December 27th to Sunday, December 29th

Where: Dickson Valley Camp and Retreat Center

8250 Finnie Rd., Newark, 1L 60541
Cost: $150.00

Teens will enjoy Outdoor Laser Tag, Gauntlet, Tubing,
Wall Climbing and many more fun activities.

DEADLINE: December 15, 2019

December 27th departure time 8:30am
December 29th arrival at church 7:00pm
/ ’--- Information Contact: Fr. Jacob Andoun, at 908-370-8632 or

youthpastor@stmaryoc.org
=) g\,‘\" v
N\ ; For Scholarship or Financial Assistance.
WY 7 46 Please Contact Fr. Jacob Andoun Directly



Nmual General Assembly Meeting ang
Parish Council Nominations

If you are interested in nominating yourself or another
person for St. Mary’s Parish Council, please let any
member of the Parish Council know by Saturday,
December 14th. Nominations will not be considered
after that date.

Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will take
place Sunday, January 12thimmediately following the
Divine Liturgy. Mark your calendars and make every
effort to attend.

Please make sure your 2019 pledge is paid in full by
Tuesday, December 31st, so that you can participate in
the General Assembly.

Thanks and God bless!
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22" Annual Midwest

Basketball Tournament

Canton, Ohio January 17-19, 2020
Welcome to His Grace Bishop Anthony and Participants

Division I: Ages 12-15 / Division II: Ages 15-18 / Division III: Ages 19+

Friday. January 17

7 pm: Registration begins (Hotel Lobby)

8 pm: Pizza (Registration area)

8:30 pm: Sing ‘Happy Birthday/Name-day’ to Bishop Anthony
(Meeting Room), followed by Youth Discussion

Saturday, Januarv 18

7 am -10 am: Breakfast available at Hotel

8 am: Basketball Tournament begins (af locations to be announced)
12 pm: Lunch (af Basketball locations)

6 pm: Great Vespers (St. George Antiochian)

7 pm: Banquet/Awards Presentation/Hafli (St. George Antiochian)

Sundayv, Januarv 19 (5St. George Antiochian)

8:45 am: Matins
10 am: Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
Brunch and Farewell

Early Registration: $50 by January 10  Registration: $60
(Includes all meals and events)

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
1118 Cherry Ave. NE Canton, OH 44704
330-455-8482 stgeorgecanton(@sbcglobal.net

Hotel Information (New Location): Hyatt Place
5421 Whipple Ave. NW Canton, OH 44720 330-244-1700
Group Rate: $85/night (mention St. George Basketball)
Our block of rooms will be reserved for us until Jan. 10
Click here to reserve vour room online




St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights
Adult Catechism Class with Fr. Jacob
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15 talks about the
Orthodox Faith

Lectures adapted from
Fr. Josiah Trenham

Every Saturday
6:00-7:00pm

January 4th-
SRR A pril 18th 2020
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This class is open to all adults who are desiring to learn and grow in the Orthodox
Faith. The schedule is listed below. Please contact Fr. Jacob with any questions.

Starting Down the Royal Path: 3/7/20 The Church and the Mother of God
How to become an O. C. 314/20 The Mystery of Holy Baptism &

el The True God 3/21/20 The M Chﬂ?HI:]a?OE 1fessi
1/18/20 The Human Being 21/ e Mystery of Holy Confession

13520 S 3/28/20 The Mystery of the Holy Eucharist

2/1/20 Jesus Christ the Son of God 4/4/20 The Mystery of Holy Unction,

: Death and the Funeral
2/8/20 Jesus Christ the Savior of the World

. The Mystery of Holy Priesthood &
2/15/20 Repentance and Faith 4/11/20 ySHEy Man’ia;ge

2/29/20 The Holy Spirit 4/18/20 (Baptism/Chrismation) Holy Saturday

1/4/20




Week]g Sgnaxarion

On December 15 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commemorate the Venera-
ble Paul of Latra; Stephen, bishop-confessor of Surozh; and Venerable Tryph-
on of Pechenga. On this day, we also commemorate the contest of the holy
Hieromartyr Eleutherios, Bishop of Illyria, and his mother, Saint Anthia.
Anthia heard the Gospel from the great Apostle Paul himself, and was bap-
tized by him. Being early left a widow, she entrusted her only son to the
education and service of the Bishop of Rome, Anacietus. Seeing how greatly
Eleutherios was gifted and illumined by the grace of God, the bishop ordained
him as bishop of Illyria at age 20. This Godly man kept his flock like a good
shepherd, adding to their number from day to day. In the year 120, Emperor
Hadrian, a persecutor of Christians, sent a commander, Felix, with soldiers, to
seize Eleutherios. Instead, Felix became a Christian, as did the Governor
Choribus. They went back to the capitol where all three men were tortured
and beheaded. As Anthia held the dead body of her son, she was also behead-
ed. Their bodies were taken to Valona in Albania, where Eleutherios glorifies
the name of Christ to this day by many wonders. On this day we celebrate the
Sunday of the Holy Forefathers (Ancestors) of our Lord Jesus. We remember
all the holy Patriarchs of the Old Testament who prefigured or foretold Christ:
Adam the first Father, Enoch, Melchizedek, Abraham, the friend of God,
Isaac, the fruit of the Promise, Jacob and the twelve patriarchs. We then
commemorate those who lived under the Law: Moses, Aaron, Joshua, Samu-
el, David, and the Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel; the twelve minor
prophets; Elijah, Elisha, Zachariah, and John the Baptist; and finally the
Virgin Mary, the intermediary between mankind and her divine Son. Indeed,
the Lord Jesus did not come to abolish the Law and the Prophets, but to
redeem humanity which bemoaned the weight of evil since Adam; to realize
the promise made to Abraham; to change the Law of Fear into the Law of
Love; and to give Resurrection and Life to mankind. This feast prepares us
for the Nativity of Jesus Christ, placing before us the anticipation and hope
for His coming among us. By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God,
have mercy upon us. Amen.
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