
 

  

   
    

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH 
The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 

  

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org) 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

  
St. Mary Parish Clergy 
V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

V. Rev. Fr. Danial Doss (OCA) 

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani 

Rev. Dn. Jacob Andoun 
 
Parish Council 
Fr. Mousa Haddad - Presiding Officer 
Rashid Sweis - Chairman 
Shireen Salman - Vice Chairman 
Jason Haddad - Treasurer 
Rain Chamoun - Financial Secretary 
Fabiola Sweis - Secretary 
Fadi Abu Manneh 
Raed Bisharat 
Laith Swaiss 
Elia Sweiss 
Najib Zedan 
 
Parish Ministries 
Sunday School - Elizabeth Andoun 

SOYO - Daniel Nemri 

YAM - Sally Sweis 

Antiochian Women - Rita Sweis 

Stewardship - Elia Sweiss 

Fundraising - Nassar Khoury 

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 

OCLife - Nancy Cannon 

Choir - Angela Haddad 

Chanters - Khaled Salman and Danny 

Haddad 

Webmaster - Sana Sweis 

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss 

Couples Ministry - Nader & Angela 

Haddad 

 
Office 
May Sweis 
office@stmaryoc.org 
 
Church Hall Rental 
Call or email the church office 

July 9th 2017 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

Fifth Sunday of Matthew 

 الأحد الخامس بعد العنصرة
 الأحد الخامس من متى  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Weekly Schedule of Services: 

Saturday Great Vespers 5:00pm 

Sunday Orthros 8:45am followed by Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

Wednesday Morning Prayers followed by Arabic Bible Study 10:00am 

Check our website for feast day services and all other services 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.” 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council 

Fourth Sunday of Luke 
Hieromartyr Jacob of Hamatoura  

 أحد آباء المجمع المسكوني السابع والأحد الرابع من لوقا
 الشهيد في الكهنة يعقوب الحمطوري 

 
 

 
 

 

Weekly Schedule of Services: 

Saturday Great Vespers 5:00pm 

Sunday Orthros 8:45am followed by Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

Wednesday Morning Prayers followed by Arabic Bible Study 10:00am 

Check our website for feast day services and all other services 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.” 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  



 

2 

Changes in the Liturgy 

  تغييرات في القداس
Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 

  هلمُ لنسجد ونركع للمسيح ملكنا والهنا، خلصنا يا ابن الله يا من قام من بين الاموات، لنرتل لك هللويا!

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Eight)  

From the heights, thou didst descend, O compassionate one, and thou didst submit to the 
three-day burial, that thou might deliver us from passion, thou art our life and our              

resurrection, O Lord, glory to thee.  

انحدرتَ من العُلى أيها الْمُتَحَن ِّن . وقبِّلْتَ الدفْنَ ذا الثلاثةِّ الأيام، لكي تعتقَنا من الآلام . فيا حياتَنا وقيامتَنَا 
 ياربُّ المجد لك. 

Troparion of the Holy Fathers (Tone Eight) 
Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise who didst establish our holy Fathers as lumi-
nous stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us unto the true Faith, O most merciful 

One, glory to Thee.  

مِّ هديتَنا  سَ آبائَنا القديسينَ على الأرضِّ كواكب منيرة. وبهِّ أنت أيها المسيحُ إلهُنا الفائقَ التسبيح يامن أسَّ
 إلى الإيمانِّ الحقيقي. أيها الجزيل الرحمة المجدلك.

Troparion of St. Jacob of Hamatoura (Tone Three) 

As a cedar of Lebanon thou growest, never fearing thy martyrdom and death, thou becamest 
a true victor, O Saint Jacob. For thou didst overcome death with thy mortal flesh, when thou 
didst tame all the passions by humility. And while burning like incense, as a true sacrifice, 

thou intercedeth with Christ to grant our souls the great mercy.  

رًا، إذْ غَلَبْتَ المَ  هادَة، هَكَذا غَدَوْتَ يا يَعْقوبُ مُنْتَصِّ ثْلَ أَرْزَةِّ لُبْنانَ تَنْمو، غَيْرَ هَيَّابٍ مَوْتَ الشَّ تَ في وْ مِّ
كَ، وبِّاشْتِّعالِّكَ كالبَخورِّ ذَبيحَةً، تَشْفَعُ إلى المَسيحِّ الإله، أَنْ يَمْنَ  كَ، حينَما ضَبَطْتَ الَأهْواءَ بِّتَواضُعِّ نا حَ جَسَدِّ

 الرَّحْمَةَ العُظْمى. 
Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling 
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of 

Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.  

كِّ ما أهمَلْتِّ العالمَ وتركتِّهِّ يا والدةَ الإله. لأنكِّ انتقلْتِّ إلى   كِّ حفِّظْتِّ البتوليةَ وصنتِّها وفي رقادِّ في ميلادِّ
  .الحياة بما أنك أمُّ الحياة. فبشفاعاتِّكِّ أنقذي من الموتِّ نفوسَنا
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Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone Two)  

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most   
constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O 
good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed 
thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.  

لْباتِّنا  يا شفيعَةَ المسيحيينَ غير الخازية، الوسيطةَ لدى الخالِّقِّ غيرَ المردودة. لا تُعرِّضي عن أصواتِّ طِّ
رِّي إلى الشفاعةِّ  نحنُ الخطأة، بَلْ تدارَكينا بالمعونةِّ بما أنكِّ صالحة، نحن الصارخينَ نحوكِّ بإيمانٍ. بادِّ

 . لْبَةِّ يا والدةَ الإله، المتشفعة دائما في مُكَرميكِّ  وأسرعي في الطِّ
 Epistle for the Holy Fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council   

 الرسالة لأحد الآباء المجتمعين في المجمع السابع   
Blessed are thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers! 
For Thou are just in all that Thou hast done to us! 
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to St. Titus. (3:8-15). 
Titus, my son, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on these things, so that those who have 
believed in God may be careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and 
profitable to men. But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissension, and quarrels over 
the law, for they are unprofitable and futile. As for a man who is factious, after admonishing 
him once or twice, have nothing more to do with him, knowing that such a person is perverted 
and sinful; he is self-condemned. When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to 
come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed 
Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing. And let our people 
learn to apply themselves to good deeds, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not to be     
unfruitful. All who are with me send greetings to you. Greet those who love us in the faith. 
Grace be with you all. Amen.  

نا!  مباركٌ أنتَ ياربُّ الهُ أبائِّ
ناَ!  لأنكَ عدْلٌ في كُل ِّ ما صنعَْتَ بِّ

 (51-8:3).فصلٌ من رسالةِ القديسِ بولسَ الرسولِ إلى تيطس 
رَ حلتلى يَلهْلتلمَّ اللذيلن آملنلوا بلامِّ فلي اللقليلامِّ بلالأعلملالِّ  يا ولدي تيطس صادقةٌ هي الكلللملةُ وهيلاهلا أريلدُ أن تلُقلر ِّ
الحسنة. فهذه هي الأعمالُ الحسنةِّ والنافعة* أما المباحثلاتُ اللهلذيلانليلةُ والأنسلابُ واللخلصلوملاتُ واللململاحل لاتُ 
الناموسيَّةُ فاجتَنٍبْها فإنها غيْرُ نافعةِّ وباطلة* ورَجُلِّ البدعةِّ بلعلد الإنلذارِّ ملرَّةً وأخلرى اعلرِّضْ علنله* علالِّلملاً أن 
لهِّ* وملتلى أرسللْلتُ إلليلكَ أرتلملا  أو  لهِّ علللى نلفلسِّ من هو كذلِّكَ قلد اعلتلَسَلهَ وهلو فلي اللخلطليلنلةِّ يلقلىلي بلنلفلسِّ
رْ أن تأتِّيَني إلى ني وبولِّسَ لأن ي قد عزمْتُ أن أُشَت ي هناك* أم ا زيناُ  مُعَل ِّمُ اللنلاملو ِّ وأبلللوُ   تيخي و  فبادِّ
ب ين للنللا يلعلوزُهُلملا شلَ* ولليلتلَعَلل لم ذوونلا أن يلقلوملوا بلالأعلملالِّ الصلاللحلةِّ للللحلاجلاتِّ  ما متأهِّ هِّ د في تشييعِّ فاجتَهِّ
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Gospel for the Fourth Sunday of Luke  

 الإنجيل للأحد الرابع من لوقا 
The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (8:5-15). 
The Lord spoke this parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell 
along the path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it.  And some fell 
on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture.  And some fell 
among thorns; and the thorns grew with it and choked it.  And some fell into good soil and 
grew, and yielded a hundredfold.”  And when His Disciples asked Him what this parable 
meant, Jesus said, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but 
for others they are in parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not un-
derstand.  Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.  The ones along the path are 
those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts that 
they may not believe and be saved.  And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear 
the word, receive it with joy; but these have no root, they believe for a while and in time of 
temptation fall away.  And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as 
they go on their way, they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their 
fruit does not mature.  And as for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, 
hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit with patience.”  As Jesus said 
this, He called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  
 

 (51-3:1).فصلٌ شريف من بشارة القديس لوقا الإنجيلي البشير, التلميذ الطاهر 
ََ وأكللَلتْلهُ طليلورُ  قالَ الربُّ هذا المثل. خَرَجَ الزارِّعُ ليزرَعَ زرْعَهُ* وفيما هو يزرَعُ سَقَطَ بعضٌ على الطريقِّ فوُطِّ
* والبعضُ سَقَطَ على الصخْرِّ فَلَمَّا نَبَتَ يَبِّسَ لأنه لم تَكُنْ لَهُ رطوبةٌ* وبعضٌ سَقَطَ بليلن الشلوكِّ فَلنَلبَلتَ  السماءِّ
عْهٍ* فسأَلَهُ تلامليلذُهُ ملا عسلى  الشوْكُ مَعَهُ فَخَنَقَهُ* وبعضٌ سَقَطَ في الأرضِّ الصالِّحَةِّ فلم ا نَبَتَ أثمرَ مائَةِّ ضِّ
لا اللبلاقُلونَ فلبلأملثلالٍ لِّلكَليْ لا يلنلظُلرُوا  يَ أن تعرِّفُوا أسرارَ ملكوتِّ الله. وأمَّ أن ي ونَ هذا الْمَثَلُ* فقالَ لَكُمْ قد أعُطِّ
وهم ناظرونَ ولا يفهَمُوا وهم سامِّعُون* وهذا هو المثل. الزرعُ هُوَ كلملةُ الله* واللذيلنَ علللى اللطلريلقِّ هلم اللذيلن 
لنلوا فليلخللُلصُلوا* واللذيلنَ علللى الصلخْلرِّ هُلمْ اللذيلنَ  مُِّ لمْ لِّلنَللا يُل يسمعونَ ثم يأتي إبليسُ وينلزعُ اللكللِّلمَلةَ ملن قلللوبِّلهِّ
مُنونَ إلى حينٍ وفي وقتِّ التجرِّبَةِّ يرتَدُّون* واللذي  يسمعونَ الكلمةَ ويقبلونَها بِّفَرَحٍ ولكن ليسَ لَهُمْ أصْلٌ وهنما ي
ناها وَملذاتِّهلا فللا يلأتلونَ بِّلثلَمَلرٍ*  سَقَطَ في الشوكِّ هُمْ الذينَ يسمعونَ ثم يذهبونَ فيختنقونَ بهمومِّ هذهِّ الحياةِّ وغِّ
وأمَّا الذي سَقَطَ في الأرضِّ الجيدةِّ فهم اللذيلن يسلملعلونَ اللكلللملةَ فليلحلفلظلونَلهلا فلي قَللْلبٍ جَلي ِّلدٍ صلالِّلحٍ ويُلثلملرونَ 

* ولما قالَ هذا نادى من لَهُ أُذُنانِّ للْسَمَعِّ فلْيَسْمَع.   بالصبْرِّ

بُّونَنا في الإيملان .  الىروري ةِّ حتى لا ي ونوا غيرَ مُثْمِّرين* يُسل ِّمُ عليك جميعُ الذين معي* سَل ِّمْ على الذين يُحِّ
  النعمةُ مَعَكُم أجمعين. آمين.



 

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 
10/13: Luai and Suha Sweis & Family 

10/20: Elia and Lily Sweiss & Family 

10/27: Elias and Raedah Tadros & Family 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 

signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. 

It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to prepare 

communion and to share with our parishioners at the 

end of the service. What better way to honor your 

loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,          

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and 

it encourages fellowship among our community. 

Baptism 
Benjamin 

Parents: Sam & Reem Sweis 
Congratulations! 

Epistle Reading 

10/13: Leah Haddad & Subdn. Wajih Haddad 

10/20: Nicholas Alsweis & Lily Sweiss 

St. Mary’s Sunday School  
 

Its time for our 2nd Annual 
Class Picture 

Sunday , October 20th 
after Communion 
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Sat Oct 12 9:00am Marriage Retreat 

 10:45am Arabic School 

 5:00pm Great Vespers 

Sun Oct 13 8:45am Orthros 

 10:00am Divine Liturgy  

 10:00am Sunday School 

Mon Oct 14 7:00pm Open Gym 

Wed Oct 16 10:00am Morning Prayers 

 10:30am Arabic Bible Study 

 6:30pm Teen SOYO 

Fri Oct 18 7:00pm Antiochian Women Meeting 

Sat Oct 19 9:00am Chicago Synergy Symposium  

St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church 

893 Church Rd, Elmhurst, IL 60126 

 10:45am Arabic School 

 5:00pm Great Vespers 

Sun Oct 20 8:45am Orthros 

 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

 10:00am Sunday School/Picture Day 

 12:00pm Godparents Sunday/Fall Harvest Festival 

Mon Oct 21 7:00pm Open Gym 

Wed Oct 23 10:00am Morning Prayers 

 10:30am Arabic Bible Study 

 6:30pm Teen SOYO 



 

7 



 

8 



 

9 



 

10 

Date:   
Saturday - October 26th, 2019 

 

Time:   
11:30am - 1:30pm 

 

Location:  
Feed My Starving Children,   
555 Exchange Court, Aurora, IL 

 

 
 
 

Purpose:  Pack meals for starving children 
 

Feed My Starving Children is a Christian nonprofit hunger 
relief organization.   
  

Children (Kindergarten and older), teens, and adults are all 
welcome to attend. Volunteer hours will be granted upon    
request. 
 

You need to register in order to attend.  All volunteers are   
encouraged to donate at least $7 (which will feed a child for 
an entire month!) 
 
 
 
 
 

To register, click here or go to https://form.jotform.com/92815599758984. 
 

On behalf of God’s children, thank you in advance for your commitment. 

Taking our faith outside the church walls  

https://form.jotform.com/92815599758984
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YAM 
Upcoming Events 

 
October 20th - Fall Harvest 

October 25th - 26th  - Fall Gathering 

November 23rd - Chai Chat at Helena Janinah’s House 

December 14th - Theology and Iconography  

SOYO 
Upcoming Events 

 
Pantry Partners with St. Innocent Orphanage 

October 19th - Chicago Synergy Symposium  

October 25th - 26th  - Fall Gathering 

October 30th - SOYO Parent Bible Study 

November 13th - Bowling Night 
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St. Mary Orthodox Church  

Support the growth and sustainability of your 

church by participating in this raffle! 
 

Grand Prize- $10,000 
2nd Prize- $3,000 

3rd Prize- $2,000 
 

Each raffle ticket costs $100 

The drawing will take place at our annual Thanksgiving Party 

on Saturday, November 9th. 

For questions contact the church office: (708)239-0004 

Please see any Parish Council member to purchase your 

tickets or follow this link to purchase tickets online! 
https://form.jotform.com/72487417019966  

https://form.jotform.com/72487417019966
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St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church - Palos Heights, IL  
14th ANNUAL SOYO CHRISTMAS RETREAT - 2019  

“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all things 
shall be added unto you.” Matthew 6:33 

 

SOYO MEMBERS ARE INVITED  
TO OUR 14TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS RETREAT! 

 

Join us for inspiring sessions with our very own Father Mousa 
Haddad, Father Jacob Andoun and Deacon Saed Rihani 

 Guest Speaker: Bishop Nicholas of Miami 
 

Who: SOYO Members 13 - 18 years old 
When: Thursday, December 26th to Saturday, December 28th 

Where: Dickson Valley Camp and Retreat Center 
8250 Finnie Rd. 

 Newark, IL 60541 
Cost: $150.00 

For Information Contact: Dn. Jacob Andoun, at 908-370-8632 or 
youthpastor@stmaryoc.org 

 

For Scholarship or Financial Assistance. Please Contact Fr. Mousa 
Haddad Directly 

 

Registration Starts: October 27, 2018 
DEADLINE: December 15, 2018 

$50 Deposit Required to Reserve Spot 
 

Teens will enjoy Outdoor Laser Tag, Gauntlet, Tubing,  
Wall Climbing and many more fun activities. 
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Weekly Synaxarion 

On October 13 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the Martyrs 
Karpos, Papylos, Agathodoros and Agathonika at Pergamos. On this day, we 
commemorate the Venerable Hieromartyr Jacob of Hamatoura. This saint strug-
gled in asceticism at the Monastery of the Dormition of the Most-holy Theoto-
kos of Hamatoura in Lebanon’s sacred Qadisha Valley at the time of the Mame-
luke occupation. His heroic spiritual labors and renown soon brought him to the 
attention of the Mameluke authorities who, being jealous of his fame, deter-
mined to convert him from his faith in Jesus Christ to Islam. St. Jacob adamant-
ly refused. Eventually, they dragged him with a number of monks and laymen to 
Tripoli, Lebanon where St. Jacob endured harsh tortures for a year, before he 
was beheaded and burned on October 13, 1450. This saint was almost forgotten 
in the course of history, due to the severe sufferings of the Church under various 
Moslem sultanates that both weakened Christian spiritual life and reduced 
Christian literacy. However, recorded encounters by the Hamatoura Monastery’s 
pilgrims upon seeing visions of St. Jacob affirmed and authenticated his saint-
hood. In recent times, a forensic team determined one of the skeletal remains 
buried under the altar at Hamatoura Monastery to be that of St. Jacob. On this 
day, we commemorate the holy and blessed Fathers who came together for the 
second time in Nicaea, during the reign of the pious and Christ-loving Sover-
eigns Constantine and Irene, against those who impiously, ignorantly and fool-
ishly asserted that the Church of God worshippeth idols, and rejected the august 
and holy icons. The Council met in 787 to refute the Iconoclast heresy, whose 
camp believed that all depictions of Christ, His Mother and the saints should be 
destroyed. The iconophiles believed that icons served to preserve the doctrinal 
teachings of the Church; and they considered icons to be man’s dynamic way of 
expressing the divine through art and beauty. The council decreed that the vener-
ation of icons was not idolatry (Exodus 20:4-5), because the honor shown to 
them is not directed to the wood or paint, but passes to the prototype, or the per-
son depicted. It also upheld the possibility of depicting Christ, Who became man 
and took flesh at His Incarnation. The Father, on the other hand, cannot be rep-
resented in His eternal nature, because “no man has seen God at any time” (John 
1:18). By the intercessions of all Thy saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. 
Amen.  


