St. Mary Parish Clergy

V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor
V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani

V. Rev. Fr. Danial Doss (OCA)
Rev. Fr. Jacob Andoun

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani

Parish Council

Fr. Mousa Haddad - Presiding Officer
Rashid Sweis - Chairman

Shireen Salman - Vice Chairman
Jason Haddad - Treasurer

Rain Chamoun - Financial Secretary
Fabiola Sweis - Secretary

Fadi Abu Manneh

Raed Bisharat

Laith Swaiss

Elia Sweiss

Najib Zedan

Parish Ministries

Sunday School - Elizabeth Andoun
SOYO - Daniel Nemri

YAM - Sally Sweis

Antiochian Women - Rita Sweis
Stewardship - Elia Sweiss
Fundraising - Nassar Khoury
Humanitarian - Shireen Salman
OClLife - Nancy Cannon

Choir - Angela Haddad

Chanters - Khaled Salman and Danny
Haddad

Webmaster - Sana Sweis

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss
Couples Ministry - Nader & Angela
Haddad

Office
May Sweis
office@stmaryoc.org

Church Hall Rental
Call or email the church office

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH

The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26)

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org)
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

September 15t 2019
Sunday after the Elevation of the Holy Cross
oudtal) aliall ad) e 2 (53 AaY)

Weekly Schedule of Services:
Saturday Great Vespers 5:00pm
Sunday Orthros 8:45am followed by Divine Liturgy 10:00am
Wednesday Morning Prayers followed by Arabic Bible Study 10:00am
Check our website for feast day services and all other services

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family.

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's
house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.”
May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.




Changes in the Liturgy
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First Antiphon

My God, My God, look upon me: why hast Thou forsaken me? The words of my
transgressions are far from my salvation.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Savior save us.

O my God, I cry in the daytime, but Thou hearest not. But Thou, the praise of Israel, dwellest
in the sanctuary.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Savior save us.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Amen.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Savior save us.
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Second Antiphon
O God, why hast Thou cast us off forever? Remember Thy congregation, which Thou hast
purchased of old.
Save us O Son of God, who wast crucified in the flesh, who sing unto thee: Alleluia.
This 1s Mount Zion wherein Thou has dwelt.
Save us O Son of God, who wast crucified in the flesh, who sing unto thee: Alleluia.
God is our King before the ages, working salvation in the midst of the earth.
Save us O Son of God, who wast crucified in the flesh, who sing unto thee: Alleluia.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Amen.

O only-begotten Son...
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Third Antiphon

The Lord reigns, let the people tremble. The Lord is great in Zion, and He is high above all
the people. Let them give thanks to Thy great name, for it is holy.

O Lord, save thy people and bless thine inheritance, and to thy faithful people grant victory
over their enemies, and by the power of thy Cross protect all those who follow Thee.
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Entrance Hymn
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Four)

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women disciples of
the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the
Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great

Mercy.
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Troparion of the Holy Cross (Tone One)

O Lord, save thy people and bless thine inheritance, and to thy faithful people grant victory
over their enemies, and by the power of thy Cross protect all those who follow Thee.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Holy Cross (Tone Four)

Do thou, who of thine own good will wast lifted up upon the Cross, O Christ our God,
bestow thy bounties upon the new Nation which is called by thy Name; make glad in thy
might those who lawfully govern, that with them we may be led to victory over our
adversaries. Having in thine aid a weapon of peace and trophy invincible.
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Epistle for the Sunday after the Feast of the Elevation of the Holy Cross
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O Lord, how magnificent are thy works. Thou hast made all things in wisdom!

Bless the Lord, O my soul!

The Reading is from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Galatians (2:16-20).

Brethren, you know that a man is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus
Christ. Even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, and
not by works of the law, because by works of the law shall no one be justified. But if, in our
endeavor to be justified in Christ, we ourselves were found to be sinners, is Christ then an
agent of sin? Certainly not! But if I build up again those things which I tore down, then I
prove myself a transgressor. For I through the Law died to the Law, that I might live to God.
I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ Who lives in me; and
the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Him-
self for me.
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Gospel of the Sunday after the Feast of the Elevation of the Holy Cross
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The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark (8:34-38; 9:1).

The Lord said, “If any man would come after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross
and follow Me. For whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life for My
sake and the Gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man, to gain the whole world and
forfeit his soul? For what can a man give in return for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of
Me and of My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of man also
be ashamed, when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.” And He said to
them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they
see the Kingdom of God come with power.”
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REMINDER

In an effort to eliminate distractions, collection baskets will not be passed
during the Divine Liturgy. Instead, we kindly ask you to make your
donation or pledge before or after service by placing it in the donation
box at the entrance of the church. Envelopes are available on both sides
of the donation box. Please keep this in mind since we depend on
your contributions. Thank you for your generosity!




PARISH NEWS

] Honoring your loved ones: Please consider Wedding

é /////f(( signing up for one or more Sundays to \ A Awni Kamil Sweis
" 25 provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. and

It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to prepare Sara Andre El-Amir

communion and to share with our parishioners at the Congratulations!

end of the service. What better way to honor your
loved ones on their birthday, anniversary 5 .

7. "N |Holy, =
graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and | |Baptism= Baptlsm

it encourages fellowship among our community. p s Mil %n(l&mﬁ Slei
arents: Mila 1ma Sleiman
Holy Bread and Coffee Hour Congratulations!
9/15: Bishara Sweis & Family Foistle Readi
pistle Reading
9/22: Refqa Sweis & Family 9/15: Amanda Niqula & Subdn. Wajih Haddad
9/29: Emad Haddad & Family 9/22: Sally Sweis & Nour Swaiss

SOYO UPCOMING EVENTS

R

Wed. Sept. 18th
H SOY O meeting at Sky Zone (drop teens off at Sky Zone) 6:30pm
Ll 66 Orland Square Dr., Orland Park, IL

=

I‘IWed. Sept. 25™
H SOYO Parent Bible Study 6:30pm

|5

Laf
Ll October
HTeen SOYO Month

L
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Thurs Sept 12
Fri Sept 13

Sat Sept 14

Sun Sept 15

Mon Sept 16

Tues Sept 17

Wed Sept 18

Thurs Sept 19
Fri Sept 20
Sat Sept 21

Sun Sept 22

10:00am
10:00am
5:00pm

8:45am
10:00am
10:45am
5:00pm
8:45am
10:00am
10:00am
10:00am
7:00pm
10:00am
10:00am
11:30am
6:30pm

10:00am
10:00am
10:00am
10:45am
5:00pm
8:45am
10:00am
10:00am
6:00pm

Divine Liturgy
Divine Liturgy

Great Vespers with Artoklasia for the Elevation of the
Holy Cross

Orthros for the Elevation of the Holy Cross
Liturgy for the Elevation of the Holy Cross
Arabic School
Great Vespers
Orthros
Divine Liturgy
Sunday School
Divine Liturgy
Open Gym
Divine Liturgy
Divine Liturgy
Arabic Bible Study
Teen SOYO meeting at Sky Zone
6 Orland Square Dr., Orland Park, IL 60462
Divine Liturgy
Divine Liturgy
Divine Liturgy
Arabic School
Great Vespers
Orthros
Divine Liturgy
Sunday School
YAM Movie and Video Game Night



St. Mary Orthodox Church

CASH RAFFLE

Support the growth and sustainability of your
church by participating in this raffle!

Grand Prize- $10,000
2nd Prize- $3,000
3rd Prize- $2,000

Each rafﬂe tlcket cOsts $1 p

Please see any Parlsh
tickets or foIIow t

_—."-
'-__

For quest:ons co tact


https://form.jotform.com/72487417019966




. Provide your children with an
outstanding Orthodox

Christian education.

Let your children become
more well rounded with their
Faith , community, and

— X culture.
J/ﬁ”‘ ;-.; f;_a:’:f (.
OIB i S'al + Set your kids on the right path

e &

Sundaymschool! to success!

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION STARTS AUGUST 11th
Please see Kh. Elizabeth Andoun to register your children!

“Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the
Ringdom of heaven” “ - Matthew 19:14

St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights

10
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Join us for our fundraising event
to help us raise the costs of our Project Mexico Service Trip

Sunday, September 22, 2019
at 6:00pm in St. Mary’s Church Nadi
$10 - Pizza, Popcorn, Pop




St. Mary Orthodox Church

6330 W. 127th St. Palos Heights, IL. 60463

Jein youwn ctunch family
Family Night

Saturday, September 28, 2019
Beginning at 7:00pm in the gymnasium

Join us for an evening of music,
dancing & dinner for the entire family!

$10 donation per person—includes dinner!

Contact the church office with questions (708)239-0004




Fall Harvest
Festival
2009cE 2019
12:00-8:00pm

St. Mary's Orthodox Church
6330 West 127th St.
Palos Heights, IL

Games, Food, and
Fun for everyone!

\ &

Join us after Liturgy on God
Parent's Sunday for
barbecue, fresh baked goods,
backgammon & hend
tournament, pie-
eating contests, games,
prizes, a petting zoo, pony
rides and a cozy family-
friendly farmer's market!

Fun for all ages!



St. Mary's

Annual Thanksgiving Dinner

Hosted by Our Antiochian Women

’ Satuftfdy, November 9th, 20195

St. Mary Orthodox Church
6330 W. 127th St.
Palos Heights, IL 60463

Join us for music, food, and lots of fun!

Ticket: Adults - $40
Children (6-12yrs) - $20
Doors open at 6:00pm

Please contact Muna Salman 708-769-5105, Hana Sweis
916-673-8151, Rita Sweis 773-510-4303 or amy th/ie

Antiochian Womenfor tickets. N
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Annunciation (Gift 5h0p & Pookstore

Glory be to God! Glory Forever!

St. Mary Orthodox Church would like to inform all its
parishioners to take advantage of the materials that are
offered at our Gift Shop & Bookstore. If you have not had
the opportunity to stop by and check out our various
selections, we ask that you please do. If you are looking for
that perfect gift for birthdays, graduation, house warming,
baptism, etc... we have many items to choose from. If there is
something you would like but do not see, please let us know
and we will try to accommodate you.

If you have any questions or comments please
contact Nader or Angela Haddad at 989.780.2751
or naderemile3@yahoo.com

censers prayer bracelets phone cases

« 2000 YEA]

automobile items

nightlights key chains

... and much more!

*cash, checks and all major credit cards accepted.
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Week]g Sgnaxarion

On September 15 in the Holy Orthodox Church we com-
memorate the contest of the Holy Great-Martyr Nikitas the
Goth. Nikitas was a disciple of Theophilus, Bishop of the
Goths, who participated in the First Ecumenical Council in
Nicaea in 325. When the Gothic prince Athenarik began to
torture Christians, Nikitas stood before the prince and
denounced him for his paganism and inhumanity. Subse-
quently harshly tortured, Nikitas confessed his faith in Christ
even more strongly, and prayed to God with thanksgiving.
On his breast under his robe Nikitas bore an icon of the Most
-holy Theotokos with the Pre-eternal Christ Child standing
and holding the Cross in His hands. The Holy Theotokos had
appeared to him and comforted him. Finally, the torturer
threw the soldier of Christ into the fire, where the holy mar-
tyr breathed his last, but his body remained untouched by the
fire. His companion Marianus took his body from the land of
the Goths to the town of Mopsuestia in Cilicia. There, he
built a church dedicated to Nikitas, and placed the miracle-
working relics of the martyr in it. Nikitas suffered and was
glorified in the year 372. On this day, we also commemorate
the Martyr Porphyrios the mime; Vissarion, bishop of Larisa;
New-martyr John of Crete; and venerable Joseph the New of
Partosh in Romania. By their intercessions, O Christ God,
have mercy upon us. Amen.
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