
 

  

   
    

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH 
The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 

  

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org) 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

  
St. Mary Parish Clergy 
V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

V. Rev. Fr. Danial Doss (OCA) 

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani 

Rev. Dn. Jacob Andoun 
 
Parish Council 
Fr. Mousa Haddad - Presiding Officer 
Rashid Sweis - Chairman 
Shireen Salman - Vice Chairman 
Jason Haddad - Treasurer 
Rain Chamoun - Financial Secretary 
Fabiola Sweis - Secretary 
Fadi Abu Manneh 
Raed Bisharat 
Laith Swaiss 
Elia Sweiss 
Najib Zedan 
 
Parish Ministries 
Sunday School - Elizabeth Andoun 

SOYO - Daniel Nemri 

YAM - Sally Sweis 

Antiochian Women - Rita Sweis 

Stewardship - Elia Sweiss 

Fundraising - Nassar Khoury 

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 

OCLife - Nancy Cannon 

Choir - Angela Haddad 

Chanters - Khaled Salman and Danny 

Haddad 

Webmaster - Sana Sweis 

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss 

Couples Ministry - Nader & Angela 

Haddad 

 
Office 
May Sweis 
office@stmaryoc.org 
 
Church Hall Rental 
Call or email the church office 

April 14th, 2019 
 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
St. Mary of Egypt   

 الأحد الخامس من الصوم وأحد تكريم القديسة مريم المصرية 

 

Weekly Schedule of Services: 

Saturday Great Vespers 5:00pm 

Sunday Orthros 8:45am followed by Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

Wednesday Morning Prayers followed by Arabic Bible Study 10:00am 

Check our website for feast day services and all other services 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.” 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Changes in the Liturgy 

 تغييرات في القداس
Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!  

  هلمُ لنسجد ونركع للمسيح ملكنا والهنا، خلصنا يا ابن الله يا من قام من بين الاموات، لنرتل لك هللويا!

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Five)  

Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of 
the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer 

death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection. 

لِنُسبِ حْ نحن المؤمنين ونسجدْ للكلمةْ. المساوي للآبِ والروحِ في الازليَّةِ وعدمِ الابتداء. المولودِ من العذراءِ 
لخلاصِنا. لأنَهُ سُرَّ وارتضى بالجسدِ أن يعلوَ على الصليبِ. ويحتمِلَ الموتَ وينهضَ الموتى بقيامَتِهِ 

 المجيدة.
Troparion of St. Mary of Egypt (Tone Eight) 

Through thee, the divine likeness was securely preserved, O Mother Mary; for thou didst 
carry the cross and follow Christ. By example and precept thou didst teach us to ignore the 
body, because it is perishable, and to attend to the concerns of the undying soul. Therefore, 

doth thy soul rejoice with the angels.  

بكِ حُفِظَ التمثالُ باحتراسٍ وثيقٍ أيتها الأمُ البارَّةُ مريم. لأنكِ قد حملتِ الصليبَ فتبعْتِ المسيح. وعملتِ 
وعلَّمتِ أن يُتغاضى عنِ الجسدِ لأنه يزولُ. وأن يُهتَمَّ بأمورِ النَّفسِ غيرِ المائتة. فلذلكَ أيتها البارَّةُ تَبتَهِجُ 

 روحُكِ مع الملائكة. 
Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling 
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of 

Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.  

في ميلادِكِ حفِظْتِ البتوليةَ وصنتِها وفي رقادِكِ ما أهمَلْتِ العالمَ وتركتِهِ يا والدةَ الإله. لأنكِ انتقلْتِ إلى 
  .الحياة بما أنك أمُّ الحياة. فبشفاعاتِكِ أنقذي من الموتِ نفوسَنا

Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone Two) 

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most 
constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O 
good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed 
thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.  

يا شفيعَةَ المسيحيينَ غير الخازية، الوسيطةَ لدى الخالِقِ غيرَ المردودة. لا تُعرِضي عن أصواتِ طِلْباتِنا 
نحنُ الخطأة، بَلْ تدارَكينا بالمعونةِ بما أنكِ صالحة، نحن الصارخينَ نحوكِ بإيمانٍ. بادِرِي إلى الشفاعةِ 

  وأسرعي في الطِلْبَةِ يا والدةَ الإله، المتشفعة دائما في مُكَرميكِ.
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Epistle of the Fifth Sunday of Lent  

 الرسالة للأحد الخامس من الصوم 
Make your vows to the Lord our God, and perform them! 
God is known in Judah; His Name is great in Israel! 
The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews (9:11-14). 
Brethren, when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 
through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation), 
He entered once for all into the Holy Place, taking not the blood of goats and calves but His 
own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with 
the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the 
flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, Who through the eternal Spirit offered Him-
self without blemish to God, purify your conscience from dead works to serve the living 
God?  

 !صَلُّوا وأوْفُوا الربَّ إلهنَاَ نذُُورَكُم 
 اللهُ معروفٌ في أرضِ يهوذا, واسمه عظيمٌ في إسرائيل!
 .(91-1199) فصلٌ من رسالةِ القديسِ بولسَ الرسولِ إلى العبرانيين

كنٍ أعكظَكمَ واكْكمَكلَ غكيكرِ مصكنكوٍٍ بِكأَيْكدٍ،  ِِ  أيْ يا اخوةُ إنَّ المسيحَ إذْ قد جاءَ رئيسَ كَهَنَةٍ للخيْراتِ المستَقْبَلَةِ فَبِمَسْك
بَكدِي كاَ*  أَ ليْسَ مِنْ هذِهِ الخليقة* وليْسَ بِدَمِ تُيُوسٍ وَعُجُولٍ بَلْ بِكدَمِ نَكفْكسِكهِ دَخَكلَ الأقكداسَ مَكر ةَ واحِكدَةَ فَكوَجَكدَ فِكداءَ 

سُهُمْ لِتطْهكيكرِ الكجكسكد* فَككَكمْ بِك سِينَ فَيُقدِ  حْكرَى دَمُ الألأنَهُ إِنْ كانَ دَمُ ثيرانٍ وتُيُوسٍ ورَمَادُ عِجْلَةٍ يُرَشُّ على الْمُنَجَّ
رُ ضمائِرَكُمْ مِنَ الأعمالِ الْمَيِ تَةِ لِتَعْبُدُوا     الْحَي  اللهَ المسيحِ الذي بالروحِ الأزَلِيِ  قَرَّبَ نفْسَهُ لِله بلا عيْبٍ يُطَهِ 

Gospel of the Fifth Sunday of Lent  

 الإنجيل للأحد الخامس من الصوم 
The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark (10:32-45). 
At that time, Jesus took His twelve Disciples, and began to tell them what was to happen to 
Him, saying, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of man will be delivered to 
the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn Him to death, and deliver Him to the 
Gentiles.  And they will mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit upon Him, and kill Him; and 
after three days He will rise.” And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to 
Him, and said to Him, “Teacher, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall 
desire” And Jesus said to them, “What do you want Me to do for you?” And they said to Him, 
“Grant us to sit, one at Thy right hand and one at Thy left, in Thy glory.” But Jesus said to 
them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to 
be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” And they said to Him, “We are able.” 
And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which 
I am baptized, you will be baptized. But to sit at My right hand or at My left is not Mine to 
grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” And when the ten heard it, they began 
to be indignant at James and John. And Jesus called them to Him and said to them, “You know 



 

4 

that those who are supposed to rule over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men ex-
ercise authority over them. But it shall not be so among you; but whoever would be great 
among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be servant of 
all. For the Son of man also came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a ran-
som for many.”  

 .(14-93101)فصلٌ شريفٌ من بِشارة القديس مرقس الإنجيلي البشير, التلميذ الطاهر 
ٍُ تلاميذَهُ الاثني عشر وابتدأ يقول لكهكم مكا سكيكعكرِضُ لكهُ* هكوذا نكحكن صكاعكدون إلكى  في ذلكَ الزمانِ أخذَ يسو
أورشليمَ وابنُ البشرِ سيُسلَمُ إلى رؤساءِ الكهنةِ والكتبةِ فيحِمونَ عليهِ بالموتِ ويُسلمونَهُ إلى الُأممِ* فيهزأُونَ بكهِ 

 مُ ويبصُقُونَ عليهِ ويجلِدونَهُ ويقتُلونَهُ وفي اليومِ الثالثِ يقومُ* فدنا إليهِ يعقوبُ ويوحنَّا ابكنكا زدَكدَى قكائِكلَكيْكنِ يكا مُكعكلِ ك
نُريدُ أن تَصنَعَ لنا مهما طلبنا* فقالَ لهما ماذا تريدانِ أن أصنعَ لكمكا* قكالا لكهُ أعكطِكنكا أن يكجكلِكسَ أحَكدُنكا عكن 
ٍُ إنكككمكا لا تكَعكلكمكانِ مكا تكطكلكبكانِ. أتسكتكطكيكعكانِ أن تشكرَدكا  يمينكَ والآخَرُ عن يسارِكَ في مَجدِكَ* فقالَ لهما يسو
ٍُ أمكا  الكأسَ التي أشرَدُها أنا وأن تَصطَبِغا بالصِبْغَةِ التي أصطبغُ بها أنا* فقالا لكه نسكتكطكيكع. فكقكالَ لكهكمكا يسكو
ما عن يميكنكي وعكن يسكاري  ُِ الكأسُ التي أشردُها فتشردانِها ودالصِبغَةِ التي أصطبغُ بها فتصطَبِغانِ. وأما جلوسُ
فليسَ لي أن أعطِيَهُ إلا للذينَ أعُِدَّ لهم* فلمَّا سمع العَشَرَةُ ابتدأُوا يغضَبُونَ على يعقوبَ ويوحنَّا* فدعاهكم يسكوٍ 
وقالَ لهم قد علِمتُم أن الذين يُحسَبونَ رُؤساءَ الُأمكمِ يسكودونَكهُكم وعكظكمكاءَهُكم يكتكسكلَّكطكونَ عكلكيكهكم* وأمكا أنكتكم فكلا 
كن  ُِ ن لكم خادمكاَ* ومكن أرادَ أن يكِكونَ فكيكِكم أوَّلَا فكلكيك ُِ يِونُ فيِم هِذا* ولكن مَن أرادَ أن يِونَ فيِم كبيراَ فلي

  للجميعِ عبداَ* فإنَّ ابنَ البشرِ لم يأتِ ليُخدَم بل ليَخدِمَ وليبذُلَ نفسَهُ فداءَ عن كثيرينَ.

Megalynarion for the Theotokos from the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great (Tone Eight) 
In thee all creation rejoices, O Full of Grace; the assembly of angels and the race of men; O 
sanctified temple and spiritual paradise; the glory of virgins, from whom God was incarnate 
and became a child; our God before the ages, He made thy womb a throne, and thy body He 
made more spacious than the heavens. In thee all creation rejoices, O Full of Grace, glory to 

thee.  

إن البرايا بأسرِها تفرحُ بكِ يا ممتلئةَ نعمةَ، محافِلَ الملائكةِ وأجناسَ البَشَرِ، أيتها الهيِلُ المتقدسُ والفردوسُ 
دَ الإلهُ وصارَ طِفلَا وهو الإلهُ الذي قبلَ الدُّهورِ، لأنهُ صنعَ  الناطقُ، فَخرَ البتوليةِ مريم التي منها تجسَّ
ماواتِ، لذلكَ يا ممتلئةَ نعمةَ تفرحُ بكِ كلُ البرايا وتُمجدُكِ.  مُستَودَعَكِ عرشاَ وجعلَ بطنَكِ أرحَبَ من السَّ
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Volunteers Needed 
The Antiochian Women are in need of women volun-

teers on Monday and Tuesday, April 15th and 16th 

to help with the Kaek and Mamoul.   

 

  
Join us every Monday during lent 

for St. Maryõs Book Club,   

at 6:00pm  

in the Conference Room.   

We will be discussing the book  

St. Silouan the Athonite  

Discussion will be lead by Dn. Jacob Andoun. 
the book is  available for  

purchase in the church Bookstore. 

Book Club Altar servers Retreat  

 

This is a mandatory for all servers,    
including children, adults, and          

Subdeacons.  
 

Saturday, April 20th  
5:00 - 8:30pm 

Dinner will be provided  

REMINDER 
 

 

In an effort to eliminate distractions, collection baskets will not be passed 
during the Divine Liturgy. Instead, we kindly ask you to make your     
donation or pledge before or after service by placing it in the donation 
box at the entrance of the church.  Envelopes are available on 
both sides of the donation box.  Please keep this in mind since 
we depend on your contributions. Thank you for your           
generosity! 



 

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 

4/14: Elias and Raedah Tadros & Family 

4/21: Antiochian Women 

4/28: Feras and Jackie Salman & Family 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 

signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. 

It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners 

at the end of the service. What better way to honor 

your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,          

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and 

it encourages fellowship among our community. 

Epistle Reading 

4/14: Subdn. Matthew & Lily Sweiss 

4/21: Danny Haddad & Rima Sleiman 

To register for VCS go to  
https://form.jotform.com/90844708861971 

https://form.jotform.com/90844708861971
https://form.jotform.com/90844708861971
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Thurs Apr 11 7:00pm Little Compline with Canon of St. Andrew and Life 
of St. Mary of  Egypt 

Fri Apr 12 7:00pm 5th Akathist (Madayeh) w/ potluck 

Sat Apr 13 10:45am Arabic School 

 5:00pm Great Vespers 

Sun Apr 14 8:45am Orthros 

 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

 10:00am Sunday School (starts with Divine Liturgy) 

Mon Apr 15 6:00pm Book Club with Dn. Jacob 

 7:00pm Great Compline 

Tues Apr 16 6:30pm SOYO Night 

Wed Apr 17 10:00am Morning Prayers 

 10:30am Arabic Bible Study 

 7:00pm Presanctified Liturgy  

Thurs Apr 18 7:00pm Open Gym 

Fri Apr 19 7:00pm Little Compline w/Canon to Lazarus 

Sat Apr 20 9:00am Orthros for Lazarus Saturday  

 10:00am Liturgy for Lazarus Saturday  

 10:45am Arabic School  

 1:30pm 1st Confession Retreat  

 5:00pm Altar Boys and Subdeacon Meeting  

 5:00pm Great Vespers for Palm Sunday w/ Artoklasia  

 5:00pm Confession for Sunday School students  

Sun Apr 21 8:45am Orthros 

 10:00am Divine Liturgy for Palm Sunday 

 7:00pm 1st Bridegroom Service 
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 Lent & Holy Week Services   2019   خدمات الصيام والاسبوٍ العظيم

 April 11  Thursday: Little Compline w/ Canon of St. Andrew and life of St. Mary of Egyptنيسان

  الخميس: صكلاة النكوم الصغرى مع قانون القديس اندراوس وسيرة القديسة مريم المصرية

  7:00pmمساء

  7:00pmمساء    Friday: Great Akathist w/ Potluck Dinnerالجمعة: خدمة المديح الكبير لوالدة الإله  April 12نيسان

  5:00pmمساء    Great Vespersصلاة الغروب   April 13نيسان

  10:00amصباحا     Divine Liturgy for the 5th Sunday of Lentالإلهي للأحد الرابع من الصوم القداس  April 14نيسان

  7:00pmمساء    Monday: Great Compline صكلاة النكوم الكبكرى : الإثنين  April 15نيسان

  7:00pmمساء    Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgyالأردعاء: القداس السابق تقديسه  April 17نيسان

  7:00pmمساء   Friday: Little Compline w/ Canon to Lazarusسبت اليعازرقانون الجمعة:   April 19نيسان

  9:00amصباحا   Saturday: Lazarus Saturday Orthrosالسبت: صلاة السحر لسبت اليعازر   April 20نيسان

  10:00amصباحا Lazarus Saturday Liturgyالقداس لسبت اليعازر   

  5:00pmمساء    Great Vespers for Palm Sunday w/ Artoklasiaالشعانينلعيد صلاة الغروب  

  10:00amصباحا    Sunday: Palm Sunday Liturgy الشعانينخدمة القداس لعيد الاحد:   April 21نيسان

  7:00pmمساء    1st Bridegroom Service الختن الأولى 

  7:00pmمساء    Monday: 2nd Bridegroom Service الختن الثانيةالإثنين:    April 22نيسان

  7:00pmمساء    Tuesday: 3rd Bridegroom Service الختن الثالثةالثلاثاء:    April 23نيسان

  7:00pmمساء   Wednesday: Holy Unction Service صلاة الزيت المقدسالأردعاء:    April 24نيسان

  10:00amصباحا   Thursday: Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil قداس باسيليوس العظيمالخميس:    April 25نيسان

  7:00pmمساء   Twelve Passion Gospelsخدمة أناجيل الآلام الإثني عشر 

  10:00amصباحا   Friday: Royal Hours خدمة الساعاتالجمعة:   April 26نيسان

  3:00pmمساء    Taking Down From the Crossخدمة انزال المصلوب 

    Lamentations جناز المسيح 

    HOLY FRIDAY All-Night VIGIL to follow) جمعة العظيمةسهرانية ال(

  7:00pmمساء

  10:00amصباحا   Saturday: Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil سبت النورالسبت: قداس   April 27نيسان

 Rush Procession & Matins followed by Paschal Liturgy        

 سحرية العيد، الهجمة وقداس القيامة
  10:00pmمساء

  1:30pmظهرا   Sunday: Agape Vespers الأحد: صلاة الباعوث  April 28نيسان
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St. Maryõs Antiochian Women 

Kaek and Mamoul Sale  

Full Sheet - $40 
____ Mix 

 $13 –صينية حجم كبير 
 ____مختلطة 

Half Sheet -$25 
 

____ Kaek 

____ Mix 

 $14 –صينية حجم متوسط 
 ____كعك 

 ____مختلطة 

Half Sheet -$30 
 

____ Pistachio Mamoul 

 $03 –صينية حجم متوسط 
 ____معمول بالفستق الحلبي 

Name: ___________________________ Phone #: _____________ 

Orders need to be submitted no later than April 14th 

If you have any questions call Saeda at 708-307-9906 or Rita at 773-510-4303  
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St. Maryõs Orthodox Church 
2019 Easter Flower Donation 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

             For the Health of:      In Memory of: 

From: ___________________________________________________  

Amount: ________________ 

Thank you for your support! 
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My House Shall be the House of Prayer For all Nations 
 
 

Friday, April 26th 2019 
Immediately after Holy Friday service through 

Holy Saturday morning services 
 

Vigil will include discussions, sessions, presentations, 
tour of the Altar, a common meal, and Scripture  

reading by attendees. 
 

____________________________ 
 
 

Open to parishioners ages 16 and older. Anyone under 
the age of 16 must be accompanied by a chaperone  

over the age of 21. 
 

____________________________ 
 

This is a lockdown; all teens in attendance will have to 
sign in. All doors will be locked at midnight. 

 

Please see any SOYO officer or advisor with questions. 

St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights 
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St. Mary Orthodox Church 

invites you to our 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

on Sunday, April 28th 

immediately following 

Agape Vespers 

at 2:30pm 

 

Please have children bring their baskets  

to place the eggs in. 
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Honoring our Mothers on their Special Day 
St. Mary Orthodox Church  

Would like to invite you to attend our annual  
 

Mother’s Day Party 
 
 

Saturday, May 11
th

  
12:00pm - 4:00pm 

Tickets: $50.00 per person 
at 

Holiday Banquet  
10140 Roberts Rd. 

Palos Hills, IL 60465 
 

For more information please contact 
Suzan Sweis at 708-655-4757 or  

any of the Antiochian Women for tickets 

Happy Motherõs Day 
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End of Year 

Sunday School 

Picnic  

Sunday School Families we invite you to St. Mary’s 

Sunday, May 19, 2019 

immediately following Liturgy 

in the field behind the North parking lot 

 

Hot Dogs and Hamburgers provided 

This is a potluck event please see  

sign-up sheet for dishes to bring. 
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St. Mary Orthodox Church | 6330 W. 127th St. Palos Heights, IL | www.stmaryoc.org 

Time to SAVE A LIFE ! 

St. Mary  

Orthodox 

Church  
 

 

Alongside  

 

Invite everyone to our  
 

blood drive!  
 

Sunday, may 26, 2019 

8am ð 2pm 
 

~Free t -shirt to all donors~  
 

Sign -up with Angela Haddad at the bookstore or 

at angelahaddad14@gmail.com  

mailto:angelahaddad14@gmail.com
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Vacation Church School Is Fast  

Approaching.   

To Have A Fun And Successful VCS 

We Need To Raise $3,500. 

We Are Calling All Parents To  

Participate In Our Car Wash  

Fundraising Event. 

Saturday, June 29th.  

7am ð3pm 

Sign Up Sheet Will Be By The  

Sunday School Doors. 

Car Wash 

 Fundraising Event! 
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St. Mary’s building committee is looking for individuals to volunteer 
their skills and time! 

 

Are you or someone you know a carpenter, electrician, plumber, 
HVAC technician or have other trade skills? We hope you would con-
sider volunteering and helping us complete small projects. 

 

Please email the church office at office@stmaryoc.org  

We will share with you our list of open projects and 
coordinate with you the right project that fits your 
schedule and ability. 

 

Thank you, 

Building Committee  
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Weekly Synaxarion 

On April 14 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the 
Apostles Aristarchos, Pudens and Trophymos of the Seventy; 
Martyr Thomais of Alexandria; and New-martyr Demetrios of the 
Peloponnesos. On this same day, the Fifth Sunday of Great Lent, 
it was ordained that we make remembrance of our Godly Mother 
Mary of Egypt. Once, during the Honorable Fast, the priest-monk 
Zosimus withdrew into the wilderness. He caught sight of a with-
ered woman named Mary; her hair was white as snow. Mary then 
told Zosimus that she was born in Egypt and at the age of 12 be-
gan to live a life of debauchery in Alexandria for 17 years. One 
day, she went to Jerusalem to enter the church to venerate the 
Honorable Cross. However, some invisible force restrained her. 
In great fear, she gazed upon the icon of the Theotokos in the ves-
tibule and prayed that she be allowed to enter the church, all the 
while confessing her sinfulness. She was then permitted to enter 
the church. Having venerated the Cross she again entered the ves-
tibule and, before the icon, gave thanks to the Mother of God. At 
that very moment she heard a voice saying: “If you cross the Jor-
dan, you will find glorious rest!” Mary left for the wilderness and 
remained there for 47 years in repentance. She bade Zosimus to 
come back in one year with Holy Communion, which he did. The 
following year, on Holy Thursday, April 1, 522, Zosimus discov-
ered Mary’s lifeless body, and buried her. Thus, the Lord glorifies 
penitent sinners. The Church exalts and exemplifies Mary to the 
faithful in Great Lent as an incentive for repentance that brings 
entry into the Heavenly Kingdom. Through her intercessions, O 
Christ God, have mercy upon us.  Amen.  


