St. Mary Parish Clergy

V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor
V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani

V. Rev. Fr. Danial Doss (OCA)
Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani

Rev. Dn. Jacob Andoun

Parish Council

Fr. Mousa Haddad - Presiding Officer
Rashid Sweis - Chairman

Shireen Salman - Vice Chairman
Jason Haddad - Treasurer

Rain Chamoun - Financial Secretary
Fabiola Sweis - Secretary

Fadi Abu Manneh

Raed Bisharat

Nassar Khoury

Laith Swaiss

Elia Sweiss

Najib Zedan

Parish Ministries

Sunday School - Elizabeth Andoun
SOYO - Daniel Nemri

YAM - Murad Salman

Antiochian Women - Rita Sweis
Stewardship - Elia Sweiss
Fundraising - Nassar Khoury
Humanitarian - Shireen Salman
OClLife - Nancy Cannon

Choir - Angela Haddad

Chanters - Khaled Salman and Danny
Haddad

Webmaster - Sana Sweis

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss
Couples Ministry- Nader & Angela
Haddad

Office
May Sweis
office@stmaryoc.org

Church Hall Rental
Call or email the church office

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org)
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

March 3, 2019
Sunday of the Last Judgment (Meatfare Sunday)
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Weekly Schedule of Services:

Saturday Great Vespers 5:00pm
Sunday Orthros 8:45am followed by Divine Liturgy 10:00am
Wednesday Morning Prayers followed by Arabic Bible Study 10:00am
Check our website for feast day services and all other services

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family.

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's
house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.”
May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.
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Please Contact Nihad Sweis (708)951-101 9, Muna Salman (708)769-511
Rita Sweis (773)510-4303 or any of the Antiochian Women for tickets.

Join us for a night of home cooked Mensaf w/meat &

Freekeh w/roasted chicken, music, prizes and Arabic

items for sale. In addition we will be raffling off two
gold coins.




Changes in the Liturgy
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Entrance Hymn

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Seven)

Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief; Thou didst turn
the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a
warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the world the Great Mercy.

ol ella) Esalg 2 G lall Dl 23 Ei3ag . el Jall Eidiy Egall Sluliay Eudas
alaall en )l allad) Tl ey Zonall Ll Gz 8 il (0,3 193 S0

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion for the Sunday of the Last Judgment (Tone One)

When Thou comest, O God, to earth with glory, and all creatures tremble before Thee, and
the river of fire floweth before the Altar, and the books are opened and sins revealed, deliver
me then from that unquenchable fire, and make me worthy to stand at Thy right hand, O
righteous Judge.
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Epistle for the Sunday of the Last Judgment (Meatfare Sunday)
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The Lord is my strength and my praise!

The Lord chastising hath chastised me, but He hath not delivered me over to death!
The Reading is from St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians (8:8-9:2).
Brethren, food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no
better off if we do. Only take care lest this liberty of yours somehow become a stumbling
block to the weak. For if any one sees you, a man of knowledge, at table in an idol’s temple,
might he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? And so
by your knowledge this weak man is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. Thus,
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sinning against your brethren and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against
Christ. Therefore, if food i1s a cause of my brother’s falling, I will never eat meat, lest I cause
my brother to fall. Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are
not you my workmanship in the Lord? If to others I am not an apostle, at least I am to you; for
you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.
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Gospel for the Sunday of the Last Judgment (Meatfare Sunday)
(Aall) adje aa) 5,a8) digiaal) aaY Jaaiy)

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (25:31-46).

The Lord said, “When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the holy angels with him,
then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will
separate the sheep from the goats, and he will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at
the left. Then the King will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, O blessed of my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed
me, | was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you
came to me.” Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry and
feed thee, or thirsty and give thee drink? And when did we see thee a stranger and welcome
thee, or naked and clothe thee? And when did we see thee sick or in prison and visit thee?’
And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these
my brethren, you did it to me.” Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘Depart from me,
you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you
gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not
welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’
Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to thee?” Then he will answer them, ‘Truly, I
say to you, as you did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not to me.” And they will go
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
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MEATFARE SUNDAY

Today, March 3rd is Meatfare Sunday, the last day you can eat meat. Next Sunday, March
10th is Cheesefare Sunday, the last day you can have cheese and dairy products. March
11th, is the first day of the Lenten Fast and it will continue until Pascha (Easter), April
28th. Please do not forget that in order for our fasting to be effective and beneficial to our
souls, it must be accompanied by prayer, repentance, forgiveness, alms-giving (giving to the
poor), and good works. The fast is not a “diet” so that one could lose weight. What good is
the fast if it does not change us and strengthen our relationship with Jesus Christ and with
one another? Fast from anger, judging, pride, gossip, and lust. If you are not able to keep
the discipline of fasting as prescribed by the church for health reasons, please speak to one
of our clergy and they will offer you a discipline you can handle. Remember the words of
St. John Chrysostom:

“Let the ear fast, by not listening to evil talk and gossip...”

“Let the mouth fast from foul words and unjust criticism...”
“For what good is it if we abstain from birds and fishes, but bite and devour our brothers?”
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Honoring your loved ones: Please consider

signing up for one or more Sundays to

=

3rd & 9th Day Memorial

Alyuni Gharfeh
provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour.
It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-
pare communion and to share with our parishioners
at the end of the service. What better way to honor
your loved omes on their birthday, anniversary,
graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and
it encourages fellowship among our community.

Memory Eternal!

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour

3/3: Antiochian Women

3/10: Antiochian Women

40 Day Memorial
3/17: Antiochian Women

Mary Tannous

Memory Eternal!

ks

Epistle Reading

3/3: Nicholas Alswais & Wajih Haddad

6 Month Memorial

Tamam Khouri

3/10: Angela Haddad & Nour Swaiss

Memory Eternal!

1 Year Memorial

Salameh Ibrahim Kfouf

Memory Eternal!




Thurs Feb 28

Sat Mar 2

Sun Mar 3

Wed Mar 6

Thurs Mar 7
Fri Mar 8

Sat Mar 9

Sun Mar 10

Mon Mar 11

6:30pm

8:45am
9:00am
10:00am
10:45am
6:00pm
8:45am

10:00am

10:00am
10:00am
10:30am
6:30pm
7:00pm
6:00pm
10:45am
5:00pm
8:45am
10:00am
10:00am
11:30am
6:00pm

7:00pm

OCMC Mission Team Chicago Benefit Dinner

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church
2350 E. Dempster St., Des Plaines, IL

Orthros for Saturday of Souls
Marriage Retreat
Divine Liturgy for Saturday of Souls
Arabic School
Arabian Nights Party
Orthros

Divine Liturgy

Sunday School (starts with Divine Liturgy)
Morning Prayers
Arabic Bible Study
Teen SOYO
Open Gym
Antiochian Women Meeting
Arabic School
Great Vespers
Orthros
Divine Liturgy
Sunday School (starts with Divine Liturgy)
Croissant & Cheese Sale
Forgiveness Sunday Vespers

Great Compline w/Canon of Andrew



OUR JOURNEY TO PASCHA! 2019

Created bv Fr. Jonathan Bannon (ACROD)

SUNDAYS THEMES / GOSPEL READING HOW TO PARTICIPATE:

Fast - Free Week y 1
FEBRUARY 17th g%

Normal Fast Week
FEBRUARY 24th

Meatfare

MARCH 3rd

FAREWELL TO MEAT TODAY

Cheesefare

MARCH 10th

FAREWELL TO CHEESE TODAY

1st Sunday of Lent

MARCH 17th

2nd Sunday of Lent

MARCH 24th

3rd Sunday of Lent

MARCH 31st

4th Sunday of Lent

APRIL 7th

5th Sunday of Lent

APRIL 14th

FLOWERY (PALM) SUNDAY!

APRIL 21st

.
GREAT WEEK BEGINS e = i
-M

F

GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY A O\
APRIL 26th i ??E%
1

)

FEAST OF FEASTS!

APRIL 28th Y
NO FASTING! @ |

Publican and the Pharisee Trust in God, not yourself!
Reading: 2 Timothy 3: 10-15 Ask for His help before
Gospel: Luke 18: 10-14 every task this week!

The Prodigal Son Returns!

Reading: 1 Corinthians é: 1220 Schedule a Confession.
Gospel: Luke 15: 11-32 Use up/freeze meats this week.

The Last Judgment Pray facing East this week.
Reading: 1 Corinthians 8: 89 2 Christ is returning from the East and

; _ we wait for Him!
SO LRSS Ty Use up/freeze dairy this week.

Adam and Eve are cast from Paradise! k each ofher f
FORGIVENESS SUNDAY Ask each other for
Reading: Romans 13: 11-14:4 forgiveness each evening this
Gospel: Matthew 6: 14-21 week before bed.

SUNDAY of ORTHODOXY Bring an icon to church

Reading: Hebrews 11: 24-26, 32-12:2

for a procession.
Gospel: John 1: 43-51 P

ST GREGORY PALAMAS Bring a prayer rope tfo be

|
Reading: Hebrews 1:10-2:3 . blessed today!
_ Use it and pray the Jesus Prayer
Gospel: Mark 2: 1-12 .
each day this week.

VENERATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

Reading: Hebrews 4: 14-5: 6 kiss the cross
Gospel: Mark 8:34-9: 1 each morning with a bow!

Wear your cross to church and

ST JOHN of the LADDER

Reading: Hebrews: 6:13-20
Gospel: Mark 9: 17-31

Every time you climb stairs this week
ask St. John to help you reach
Paradise with the sign of the cross!

ST MARY of EGYPT Ask the Theotokos to offer you

Reading: Hebrews 9: 11-14 & Heb 2:11-18
Gospel: Mark 10: 32-45 & LK 1:24-38

and the world pure thoughts
and ideas this week.

Place your palm branches

ENTRY OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM  and pussywillows behind

Reading: Philippians 4: 4.9 an icon at home
Gospel: John 12: 1-18 and in your car!

GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY )

Refrain from TV, Internet, &
CHECK WITH YOUR PARISH FOR Phones to honor Christ's Death.
ROYAL HOURS AND VESPERS SCHEDULE
I I EEE I EEE NN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENESR Greet everyone WI”‘I

“CHRIST IS RISEN!"
HOLY PASCHA! (CHRIST IS RISEN!) & say it before

Epistle: Acts 1:1-8 Gospel: John 1: 1-17  good morning and goodnight!




Lent & Holy Week Services 2019 adaal) &gy aluall cileas

March 2 )3l Saturday: Orthros for Saturday of Souls ~ sa¥) Card jad) Bca ) 9:00am blua
Liturgy for Saturday of Souls <lse¥) Casud sl 10:00am alua
March 3 )3 Sunday of the Last Judgment (Meatfare Sunday)  (asll) &8 4) 5aY) Liguall asl 10:00am Wlua
March 9 )3 Great Vespers gyl 85ua 5:00pm ¢lue
March 10 )31 Sunday of Forgiveness (Cheesefare Sunday) (sl adye) olyiall aa 10:00am Wlua
Sunday: Forgiveness Vespers () aal (g je 1aaYl 6:00pm ¢lue
March 11 )3l Monday: Great Compline w/ Canon to St. Andrew (531} aill 83ia 2 (Y] 7:00pm e
March 12 )3 Tuesday: Great Compline w/ Canon to St. Andrew (538} agill 83bia @ (BB 7:00pm ¢luse
March 13 )3 Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 4wwa@ (galadl (ulaal) @ elay N 10:00am Wlua
Wednesday: Great Compline w/ Canon to St. Andrew ($xS) agill $3lia  elas N 7:00pm sluse
March 14 )3 Thursday: Great Compline w/ Canon to St. Andrew (5»Sl) agill $3bia @il 7:00pm slue
March 15 31 Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner 41y} 8ally e ded 1daaal) 7:00pm ¢luse
March 16 )3 Great Vespers g il 85ua 5:00pm slua
March 17 I3 Divine Liturgy for the 1st Sunday of Lent  agall (1o I el paladll 10:00am alua
March 18 I3 Monday: Great Compline (5xS) agill 82bia ¢ (Y] 7:00pm sla
March 20 I3 Wednesday: Pan-Orthodox Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 4wwa@ (galud) (a8l @ el N 7:00pm sla
Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church
8410 W 131st St. Palos Park, IL 60464
March 22 )3l Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner 41y} sllg /ade dadd 1daasl) 7:00pm ¢luse
March 23 )31 Great Vespers g il 85ua 5:00pm ¢lue




Lent & Holy Week Services 2019 abaall & g0y sluall cileas

March 24 )3 Divine Liturgy for the 2nd Sunday of Lent ~ aseall (30 (S a3 sy oslall 10:00am alua
Great Vespers for the Annunciation w/ Artoklasia 8Ll dal (ag 2l 8la 5:00pm slue
March 25 I3 Orthros for the Annunciation 8lall aal sl ba 9:00am alua
Liturgy for the Annunciation 8)Lial) dal (julagll dadd 10:00am alua
Monday: Great Compline (538 a g3l 83la ¢ iy 7:00pm &le
March 27 )31 Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 4wsa® (glul) (sl @ elay N 7:00pm sluse
Sts. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church (OCA)
6980 S. County Line Rd. Burr Ridge, IL 60527
March 29 )3l Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner 41y} 8ally mude dada :dacal) 7:00pm ¢lose
March 30 )3 Great Vespers g yall 85ua 5:00pm &lua
March 31 )3 Divine Liturgy for the 3rd Sunday of Lent  aguall (3o B a3 ey ladl) 10:00am alua
April 1 Ol Monday: Great Compline (538 agill $3la @iy 7:00pm ¢lue
April 3 Ol Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 4w (3alad) (sl : elas)Y) 7:00pm ¢luse
St. Luke Orthodox Church (OCA)
10700 S Kean Ave. Palos Hills, IL 60465
April 5 Ol Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner 41y} 8ally mue dadd :dacal) 7:00pm slue
April 6 (b Great Vespers g yall 85ba 5:00pm sl
April 7 (s Divine Liturgy for the 4th Sunday of Lent  ageall (0 aul)l) a3 ggh( ) plaall 10:00am Walua
April 8 (ylusd Monday: Great Compline (538 ag3l) 83ba ¢ iy 7:00pm ¢le
April 10 ()l Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 4wwad@ (Glall (uladl) :ela ) 7:00pm &lua
Hosted by St. Mary Orthodox Church
April 11 ¢jlows Thursday: Little Compline w/ Canon of St. Andrew and life of St. Mary of Egypt 7:00pm slae

2\:1‘).54.45\ p e donaall Byiwg (ughyd) el Osild & 6):..43\ e}.ﬂ\ a1 uedll
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Lent & Holy Week Services 2019 adaal) &gy aluall cileas

April 12 Ol Friday: Great Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner 4y sallgl Sl sl daod :daeall 7:00pm ¢lue
April 13 ()l Great Vespers gall $ba 5:00pm &luse
April 14 b Divine Liturgy for the 5th Sunday of Lent  agall (0 a2l AN sy oslall 10:00am alua
April 15 Gl Monday: Great Compline (538 agill 80bia ¢ (i) 7:00pm ¢luse
April 17 Ol Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 4w (galud) (sl @ elas N 7:00pm ¢lose
April 19 Gl Friday: Little Compline w/ Canon to Lazarus )l Casw (538 1dzaall 7:00pm ¢lose
April 20 b Saturday: Lazarus Saturday Orthros _))jleall Cuad sl $5ha sl 9:00am alua
Lazarus Saturday Liturgy el o (yuladl) 10:00am Wlua
Great Vespers for Palm Sunday w/ Artoklasia (sl del (g2l 85ba 5:00pm ¢lusa
April 21 Gl Sunday: Palm Sunday Liturgy —(uiledl) sel (ulaell dadd 12aY) 10:00am alua
1st Bridegroom Service _;i\ caald) 7:00pm ¢luse
April 22 b Monday: 2nd Bridegroom Service 4xlll pall @ uiy) 7:00pm &lusa
April 23l Tuesday: 3rd Bridegroom Service Gl (pall @ DA 7:00pm slua
April 24 Hlu Wednesday: Holy Unction Service (el cujll $3a ¢ ela N 7:00pm slua
April 25 Hlud Thursday: Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil adaall (ugalisls (uld8 2 el 10:00am Wslua
Twelve Passion Gospels e Y1 2¥Y) Gaalil daaa 7:00pm ¢lose
April 26 (b Friday: Royal Hours ilelall da0a tdzaall 10:00am slbua
Taking Down From the Cross < shaall J3l daaa 3:00pm ¢bua
Lamentations C‘J‘“““ BIEEN 7:00pm ¢lua
(HOLY FRIDAY All-Night VIGIL to follow Zasksall daeal) i) yens)
April 27 Gl Saturday: Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil il s (el sl 10:00am Wlua
Rush Procession & Matins followed by Paschal Liturgy 10:00pm slse
Al 355 Leng) casell Aoy
April 28 (b Sunday: Agape Vespers <aselll $5a aaY) 1:30pm )yl
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Pan-Orthodox Presanctified Liturgies
of the Southwest Churches 2019

Sts. Peter & Paul
Ukrainian Orthodox Church
8410 W. 131st St.
Palos Park, IL 60464

Sts. Peter & Paul
Orthodox Church (OCA)
6980 S. County Line Rd.

Burr Ridge, IL 60527

The Orthodox churches of the Southwest'v'vill St. Luke Orthodox
come 'together to celebrate the Presanctified Church (OCA)
Liturgies of the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th

Wednesdays of Lent at 7:00pm. Each parish 10700 S. Kean Ave
will take turns to welcome local Orthodox Palos Hills, IL 60465
clergy and laity and provide a Lenten Potluck
dinner following the Liturgy. Also, a brief
Lenten reflection will be offered by one of our St. Mary Antiochian
priests. Please mark your calendars with the Orthodox Church

schedule below. 6330 W. 127th St.
“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for Palos Heights, IL 60463
9

brethren to dwell together in unity.” Psalm 133:1

Date (at 7:00pm) Host Parish Reflection
Wed, March 20th  Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Fr. Herman Kincaid

Wed, March 27th Sts. Peter & Paul OCA Fr. Mousa Haddad
Wed, April 3rd St. Luke OCA Fr. Vasyl Sendeha

Wed, April 10th St. Mary AOCA Fr. Paul Jannakos




Bishop Anthony invites our Diocesan Delegates to the
2019 Midwest Diocesan Spring Gathering
March 15— 3+

Hosted by St. George-FIint, Mi

- >

Weekend Schedule

Date Time Event Notes
Friday, March 1=t 7 -9pm Registration and Hospitality at St. George

9pm Ask Sayidna at St. George
Saturday, March 2" Breakfast at Hotel Included with room
9am Matins at St. George
10am Antiochian Women, Teen SOYO, | at St. George
Young Adult Ministry meetings
1pm Lunch at St. George
2pm Teen Community Service Activity

5pm Great Vespers At St. George
Church

6pm Dinner and Evening Activity At St. George Hall
Sunday, March 3 8:50am/10am | Matins/Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
12pm Coffee Fellowship |

Best Western Plus Airport Inn and Suites
810-233-9000
Special Group Rate Name 1s Midwest Diocese
Rate of $79.99 and tax
Cut Off Date 1s February 1% ~ call TODAY!




TRIUMPH OF ORTHODOXY
PAN ORTHODOX VESPERS

Sponsored by
THE ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CLERGY ASSOCIATION OF GREATER CHICAGO

HNASHAGCIC TON &iu EIKONGN

Sunday, March 17, 2019

St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church
5649 North Sheridan Road
Chicago, Illinois

Homilist:

His Eminence, Metropolitan NATHANAEL
Metropolitan of Chicago (GOA)

Responses offered by

Pan Orthodox Choir of Greater Chicago
Gordana Trbuhovich, Director




All adults are welcome to attend our weekly Arabic Bible
Study, where we will be studying the Epistles of St. John 1, 2
and 3. The class will be given by Fr. Danial Doss.

Morning Pravers
Every Wednesday at
10:00am

Arabic Bible Study
Every Wednesday at
10:30am

Volunteering Information

L
Location: 555 Exchange Ct. !
Aurora, IL 60504

FEED|MY|STARVING|CHILDREN}IS
LOOKING|FOR|VOLUNTEERS

Time: 11:30am - 1:30pm

Dates: Saturday, March 30, 2019
Saturday, May 18, 2019

Saturday, August 3, 2019

“The King will reply, Truly I tell

Saturday, October 26, 2019

you, whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers and

i
i
I | e e of s ks

sisters of mine, you d];l FC;V VV\265-.40 FEED MY
i athers 23 STARVING
o

CHILOREN




June 07 - June 18, 2019

Package Price! $3,690.00 From Chicago, IL
Other Cities Available

TS T
Package Price Includes: =
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Week]g Sgnaxarion

On March 3 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we
commemorate the Martyrs Eutropios, Kleonikos, and
Basilikos of Amasea; and the Hieromartyr Theodoretos
of Antioch. Today, we commemorate the Second and
impartial Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. It 1s the
Sunday of the Last Judgment—known also as Meat Fare
Sunday—the lesson of which occurs in today’s Holy
Gospel. Jesus illustrates to us God’s ineffable goodness
and His great love for mankind. And so lest some who
are lazy should loiter and spend the time appropriate to
their salvation in the pursuit of sin, and be suddenly
overtaken by death, the divine Fathers decree that on
this day the remembrance of the Second Appearance of
Christ may be celebrated. The intention 1s to remind
them that, as God is good and loving to mankind, He is
also a very righteous Judge Who recompenses each
according to his deeds. Our Lord teaches us that when
we minister to our brother or sister, we really minister to
Him. This brings us righteousness and life eternal. By
Thine 1neffable love for mankind, O Christ God, make
us worthy of Thy devoted voice, number us among Thy
righteous ones and have mercy on us. Amen.
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