St. Mary Parish Clergy

V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor
V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani

V. Rev. Fr. Danial Doss (OCA)
Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani

Rev. Dn. Jacob Andoun

Parish Council

Fr. Mousa Haddad - Presiding Officer
Rashid Sweis - Chairman

Shireen Salman - Vice Chairman
Jason Haddad - Treasurer

Rain Chamoun - Financial Secretary
Fabiola Sweis - Secretary

Fadi Abu Manneh

Raed Bisharat

Nassar Khoury

Laith Swaiss

Elia Sweiss

Najib Zedan

Parish Ministries

Sunday School - Elizabeth Andoun
SOYO - Daniel Nemri

YAM - Murad Salman

Antiochian Women - Rita Sweis
Stewardship - Elia Sweiss
Fundraising - Nassar Khoury
Humanitarian - Shireen Salman
OClLife - Nancy Cannon

Choir - Angela Haddad

Chanters - Khaled Salman and Danny
Haddad

Webmaster - Sana Sweis

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss
Couples Ministry- Nader & Angela
Haddad

Office
May Sweis
office@stmaryoc.org

Church Hall Rental
Call or email the church office
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6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org)
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

February 24* 2019

Sunday of the Prodigal Son
First and Second Discoveries of the Forerunner’s Honorable Head
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Weekly Schedule of Services:

Saturday Great Vespers 5:00pm
Sunday Orthros 8:45am followed by Divine Liturgy 10:00am
Wednesday Morning Prayers followed by Arabic Bible Study 10:00am
Check our website for feast day services and all other services

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family.

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's
house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.”
May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.
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Please Contact Nihad Sweis (708)951-101 9, Muna Salman (708)769-511
Rita Sweis (773)510-4303 or any of the Antiochian Women for tickets.

Join us for a night of home cooked Mensaf w/meat &

Freekeh w/roasted chicken, music, prizes and Arabic

items for sale. In addition we will be raffling off two
gold coins.




Changes in the Liturgy
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Entrance Hymn
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Six)

When Mary stood at Thy grave looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy
revered tomb, and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led hades
captive and wast not tempted thereby, Thou didst meet the virgin and didst give life to the
world, O Thou Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.
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Troparion for St. John (Tone Four)

The Forerunner’s sacred head, having dawned forth from the earth, sends rays of incorruption
unto the faithful, whereby they find healings of their ills. From on high he gathers the choirs
of the Angels and on earth he summons the whole race of mankind, that they with one voice

might send up glory to Christ our God.

fend g ol ane g L) 420 Guiagall Gyl () Casan (e il Aala Gy 3
A el ganay (S Tee g Laindl it o il Qi IS s ¢ Dall (0 4SO Jalen

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)
In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Prodigal Son (Tone Three)
When I disobeyed in ignorance thy Fatherly glory, I wasted in iniquities the riches that thou
gavest me. Wherefore, I cry to thee with the voice of the prodigal son, saying: I have sinned
before thee, O compassionate Father, receive me repentant, and make me as one of thy hired
servants.
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Epistle for the Discovery of the Forerunner’s Honorable Head
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The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord!

Hear my prayer o Lord!

The Reading is from Saint Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians (4:6-15).

Brethren, it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our
hearts the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we have this
treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendent power belongs to God and not to us.
We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the
death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. For while we
live we are always being given up to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus may be
manifested in our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you. Since we have the
same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, "I believed, and so I spoke," we too believed, and so
we speak, knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring
us with you into his presence. For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and
more people, it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
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Gospel for the Sunday of the Prodigal Son
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The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (15:11-32).

The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that falls to me.” And he divided his
living between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his
journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living. And when he
had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he
went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to
feed swine. And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him
anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have
bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and
I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy
to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.”” And he arose and came to his
father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and
embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his serv-
ants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on
his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was
dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” And they began to make merry. Now his
elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and
dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And he said to him,
“Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him
safe and sound.’ But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him,
but he answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed
your command; yet you never gave me a kid that I might make merry with my friends. But
when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him
the fatted calf!” And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he
was lost, and 1s found.””
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HOUSE BLESSINGS

Traditionally, at the feast of our Lord’s Theophany on January 6th, we
bless water which is used to sanctify the homes of all the faithful. In
bringing the blessed water to our homes, and sprinkling it in each room,
we rid our house of any evil influence, and rededicate it to God in a
special way. As we were once renewed by the waters of our own baptism
into Christ, so too our home, and our entire lives, are re-dedicated and
renewed unto Christ our God each year at this time.

Please contact Fr. Mousa, Fr. Malek, or Fr. Danial if you
would like your home blessed this year.

REMINDER

In an effort to eliminate distractions, collection baskets will not be passed
during the Divine Liturgy. Instead, we kindly ask you to make your donation
or pledge before or after service by placing it in the donation box
at the entrance of the church. Envelopes are available on both sides
of the donation box. Please keep this in mind since we depend on
your contributions. Thank you for your generosity!




PARISH NEWS

. _ . 25 Year Memorial
Honoring your loved ones: Please consider
Yousef Abdullah Tadros

signing up for one or more Sundays to

77
éf((/m provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. Memory Eternal!
It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-
pare communion and to share with our parishioners | Memory Eternal!
at the end of the service. What better way to honor
your loved omes on their birthday, anniversary, Bassam Musharbash
graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and Weddi
it encourages fellowship among our community. ) eading
@3 Melad Kamal Qodsi
and
Holy Bread and Coffee Hour Nadi
i !
2/24: Emad and Nabila Haddad & Family Congratulations!
e Engagement
3/3: Antiochian Women @3 Ghaith Musa Rabadi
. and
3/10: Antiochian Women Christine Edward Eskander
Congratulations!
Epistle Reading @3 Engagement
2/24: Yousef A. Tadros & Josephine Tadros e Sultan Za?}(lil Tadros
3/3: Nicholas Alswais & Wajith Haddad Rhoda Zaid Abudayyeh
Congratulations!

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Join us every Monday for
St. Mary’s Book Club, starting
March 11th at 6:00pm
in the Conference Room.

We will be discussing

St. Silouan the Athonite %

Discussion will be lead by Dn. Jacob Andoun
St. Silouan the Athonite will be available for
purchase in the church Bookstore.




Thurs Feb 21
Sat Feb 23

Sun Feb 24

Wed Feb 27

Thurs Feb 28

Sat Mar 2

Sun Mar 3

Wed Mar 6

Thurs Mar 7

7:00pm
10:45am
8:45am
10:00am
10:00am
10:00am
10:30am

6:30pm

6:30pm

8:45am
9:00am
10:00am
10:45am
6:00pm
8:45am
10:00am
10:00am
10:00am
10:30am
6:30pm

7:00pm

Open Gym
Arabic School
Orthros
Divine Liturgy
Sunday School (starts with Divine Liturgy)
Morning Prayers
Arabic Bible Study

SOYO Bowling Outing
Centennial Lanes
16050 Centennial Cir., Tinley Park, IL

OCMC Mission Team Chicago Benefit Dinner

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church
2350 E. Dempster St., Des Plaines, IL

Orthros for Saturday of Souls
Marriage Retreat
Divine Liturgy for Saturday of Souls
Arabic School
Arabian Nights Party
Orthros
Divine Liturgy
Sunday School (starts with Divine Liturgy)
Morning Prayers
Arabic Bible Study
Teen SOYO

Open Gym



OUR JOURNEY TO PASCHA! 2019

Created bv Fr. Jonathan Bannon (ACROD)

SUNDAYS THEMES / GOSPEL READING HOW TO PARTICIPATE:

Fast - Free Week y 1
FEBRUARY 17th g%

Normal Fast Week
FEBRUARY 24th

Meatfare

MARCH 3rd

FAREWELL TO MEAT TODAY

Cheesefare

MARCH 10th

FAREWELL TO CHEESE TODAY

1st Sunday of Lent

MARCH 17th

2nd Sunday of Lent

MARCH 24th

3rd Sunday of Lent

MARCH 31st

4th Sunday of Lent

APRIL 7th

5th Sunday of Lent

APRIL 14th

FLOWERY (PALM) SUNDAY!

APRIL 21st

.
GREAT WEEK BEGINS e = i
-M

F

GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY A O\
APRIL 26th i ??E%
1

)

FEAST OF FEASTS!

APRIL 28th Y
NO FASTING! @ |

Publican and the Pharisee Trust in God, not yourself!
Reading: 2 Timothy 3: 10-15 Ask for His help before
Gospel: Luke 18: 10-14 every task this week!

The Prodigal Son Returns!

Reading: 1 Corinthians é: 1220 Schedule a Confession.
Gospel: Luke 15: 11-32 Use up/freeze meats this week.

The Last Judgment Pray facing East this week.
Reading: 1 Corinthians 8: 89 2 Christ is returning from the East and

; _ we wait for Him!
SO LRSS Ty Use up/freeze dairy this week.

Adam and Eve are cast from Paradise! k each ofher f
FORGIVENESS SUNDAY Ask each other for
Reading: Romans 13: 11-14:4 forgiveness each evening this
Gospel: Matthew 6: 14-21 week before bed.

SUNDAY of ORTHODOXY Bring an icon to church

Reading: Hebrews 11: 24-26, 32-12:2

for a procession.
Gospel: John 1: 43-51 P

ST GREGORY PALAMAS Bring a prayer rope tfo be

|
Reading: Hebrews 1:10-2:3 . blessed today!
_ Use it and pray the Jesus Prayer
Gospel: Mark 2: 1-12 .
each day this week.

VENERATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

Reading: Hebrews 4: 14-5: 6 kiss the cross
Gospel: Mark 8:34-9: 1 each morning with a bow!

Wear your cross to church and

ST JOHN of the LADDER

Reading: Hebrews: 6:13-20
Gospel: Mark 9: 17-31

Every time you climb stairs this week
ask St. John to help you reach
Paradise with the sign of the cross!

ST MARY of EGYPT Ask the Theotokos to offer you

Reading: Hebrews 9: 11-14 & Heb 2:11-18
Gospel: Mark 10: 32-45 & LK 1:24-38

and the world pure thoughts
and ideas this week.

Place your palm branches

ENTRY OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM  and pussywillows behind

Reading: Philippians 4: 4.9 an icon at home
Gospel: John 12: 1-18 and in your car!

GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY )

Refrain from TV, Internet, &
CHECK WITH YOUR PARISH FOR Phones to honor Christ's Death.
ROYAL HOURS AND VESPERS SCHEDULE
I I EEE I EEE NN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENESR Greet everyone WI”‘I

“CHRIST IS RISEN!"
HOLY PASCHA! (CHRIST IS RISEN!) & say it before

Epistle: Acts 1:1-8 Gospel: John 1: 1-17  good morning and goodnight!




Lent & Holy Week Services 2019 adaal) &gy aluall cileas

March 2 )3l Saturday: Orthros for Saturday of Souls ~ sa¥) Card jad) Bca ) 9:00am blua
Liturgy for Saturday of Souls <lse¥) Casud sl 10:00am alua
March 3 )3 Sunday of the Last Judgment (Meatfare Sunday)  (asll) &8 4) 5aY) Liguall asl 10:00am Wlua
March 9 )3 Great Vespers gyl 85ua 5:00pm ¢lue
March 10 )31 Sunday of Forgiveness (Cheesefare Sunday) (sl adye) olyiall aa 10:00am Wlua
Sunday: Forgiveness Vespers () aal (g je 1aaYl 6:00pm ¢lue
March 11 )3l Monday: Great Compline w/ Canon to St. Andrew (531} aill 83ia 2 (Y] 7:00pm e
March 12 )3 Tuesday: Great Compline w/ Canon to St. Andrew (538} agill 83bia @ (BB 7:00pm ¢luse
March 13 )3 Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 4wwa@ (galadl (ulaal) @ elay N 10:00am Wlua
Wednesday: Great Compline w/ Canon to St. Andrew ($xS) agill $3lia  elas N 7:00pm sluse
March 14 )3 Thursday: Great Compline w/ Canon to St. Andrew (5»Sl) agill $3bia @il 7:00pm slue
March 15 31 Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner 41y} 8ally e ded 1daaal) 7:00pm ¢luse
March 16 )3 Great Vespers g il 85ua 5:00pm slua
March 17 I3 Divine Liturgy for the 1st Sunday of Lent  agall (1o I el paladll 10:00am alua
March 18 I3 Monday: Great Compline (5xS) agill 82bia ¢ (Y] 7:00pm sla
March 20 I3 Wednesday: Pan-Orthodox Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 4wwa@ (galud) (a8l @ el N 7:00pm sla
Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church
8410 W 131st St. Palos Park, IL 60464
March 22 )3l Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner 41y} sllg /ade dadd 1daasl) 7:00pm ¢luse
March 23 )31 Great Vespers g il 85ua 5:00pm ¢lue
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Lent & Holy Week Services 2019 abaall & g0y sluall cileas

March 24 )3 Divine Liturgy for the 2nd Sunday of Lent ~ aseall (30 (S a3 sy oslall 10:00am alua
Great Vespers for the Annunciation w/ Artoklasia 8Ll dal (ag 2l 8la 5:00pm slue
March 25 I3 Orthros for the Annunciation 8lall aal sl ba 9:00am alua
Liturgy for the Annunciation 8)Lial) dal (julagll dadd 10:00am alua
Monday: Great Compline (538 a g3l 83la ¢ iy 7:00pm &le
March 27 )31 Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 4wsa® (glul) (sl @ elay N 7:00pm sluse
Sts. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church (OCA)
6980 S. County Line Rd. Burr Ridge, IL 60527
March 29 )3l Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner 41y} 8ally mude dada :dacal) 7:00pm ¢lose
March 30 )3 Great Vespers g yall 85ua 5:00pm &lua
March 31 )3 Divine Liturgy for the 3rd Sunday of Lent  aguall (3o B a3 ey ladl) 10:00am alua
April 1 Ol Monday: Great Compline (538 agill $3la @iy 7:00pm ¢lue
April 3 Ol Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 4w (3alad) (sl : elas)Y) 7:00pm ¢luse
St. Luke Orthodox Church (OCA)
10700 S Kean Ave. Palos Hills, IL 60465
April 5 Ol Friday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner 41y} 8ally mue dadd :dacal) 7:00pm slue
April 6 (b Great Vespers g yall 85ba 5:00pm sl
April 7 (s Divine Liturgy for the 4th Sunday of Lent  ageall (0 aul)l) a3 ggh( ) plaall 10:00am Walua
April 8 (ylusd Monday: Great Compline (538 ag3l) 83ba ¢ iy 7:00pm ¢le
April 10 ()l Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 4wwad@ (Glall (uladl) :ela ) 7:00pm &lua
Hosted by St. Mary Orthodox Church
April 11 ¢jlows Thursday: Little Compline w/ Canon of St. Andrew and life of St. Mary of Egypt 7:00pm slae

2\:1‘).54.45\ p e donaall Byiwg (ughyd) el Osild & 6):..43\ e}.ﬂ\ a1 uedll
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Lent & Holy Week Services 2019 adaal) &gy aluall cileas

April 12 Ol Friday: Great Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner 4y sallgl Sl sl daod :daeall 7:00pm ¢lue
April 13 ()l Great Vespers gall $ba 5:00pm &luse
April 14 b Divine Liturgy for the 5th Sunday of Lent  agall (0 a2l AN sy oslall 10:00am alua
April 15 Gl Monday: Great Compline (538 agill 80bia ¢ (i) 7:00pm ¢luse
April 17 Ol Wednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 4w (galud) (sl @ elas N 7:00pm ¢lose
April 19 Gl Friday: Little Compline w/ Canon to Lazarus )l Casw (538 1dzaall 7:00pm ¢lose
April 20 b Saturday: Lazarus Saturday Orthros _))jleall Cuad sl $5ha sl 9:00am alua
Lazarus Saturday Liturgy el o (yuladl) 10:00am Wlua
Great Vespers for Palm Sunday w/ Artoklasia (sl del (g2l 85ba 5:00pm ¢lusa
April 21 Gl Sunday: Palm Sunday Liturgy —(uiledl) sel (ulaell dadd 12aY) 10:00am alua
1st Bridegroom Service _;i\ caald) 7:00pm ¢luse
April 22 b Monday: 2nd Bridegroom Service 4xlll pall @ uiy) 7:00pm &lusa
April 23l Tuesday: 3rd Bridegroom Service Gl (pall @ DA 7:00pm slua
April 24 Hlu Wednesday: Holy Unction Service (el cujll $3a ¢ ela N 7:00pm slua
April 25 Hlud Thursday: Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil adaall (ugalisls (uld8 2 el 10:00am Wslua
Twelve Passion Gospels e Y1 2¥Y) Gaalil daaa 7:00pm ¢lose
April 26 (b Friday: Royal Hours ilelall da0a tdzaall 10:00am slbua
Taking Down From the Cross < shaall J3l daaa 3:00pm ¢bua
Lamentations C‘J‘“““ BIEEN 7:00pm ¢lua
(HOLY FRIDAY All-Night VIGIL to follow Zasksall daeal) i) yens)
April 27 Gl Saturday: Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil il s (el sl 10:00am Wlua
Rush Procession & Matins followed by Paschal Liturgy 10:00pm slse
Al 355 Leng) casell Aoy
April 28 (b Sunday: Agape Vespers <aselll $5a aaY) 1:30pm )yl

12
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SPRING REGIONAL RETREAT
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FR. JOHN & PRESBYTERA IRENE RALLIS

FEBRUARY 22-24
EAKUVUS RETREAT CENTER REGISTER OCF.NET/EVENTS

QUESTIONS MIDWESTSTUDENT@OCF.NET

COLLEGE STUDENTS AGES 18-25

Q000 cocrminisTrY

E $30
Let's Stuite Up Some Fun
TEEN S0Y0
BOWLING OUTING

Join ws Februany E7* ar 6:30

Centennial Lanes
16050 Centennial Cir,
Tinley Park, IL 60477

$10 for 3 games and bowling shoes
Send extra money if your child
plans on eating there.
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Pan-Orthodox Presanctified Liturgies
of the Southwest Churches 2019

Sts. Peter & Paul
Ukrainian Orthodox Church
8410 W. 131st St.
Palos Park, IL 60464

Sts. Peter & Paul
Orthodox Church (OCA)
6980 S. County Line Rd.

Burr Ridge, IL 60527

The Orthodox churches of the Southwest'v'vill St. Luke Orthodox
come 'together to celebrate the Presanctified Church (OCA)
Liturgies of the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th

Wednesdays of Lent at 7:00pm. Each parish 10700 S. Kean Ave
will take turns to welcome local Orthodox Palos Hills, IL 60465
clergy and laity and provide a Lenten Potluck
dinner following the Liturgy. Also, a brief
Lenten reflection will be offered by one of our St. Mary Antiochian
priests. Please mark your calendars with the Orthodox Church

schedule below. 6330 W. 127th St.
“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for Palos Heights, IL 60463
9

brethren to dwell together in unity.” Psalm 133:1

Date (at 7:00pm) Host Parish Reflection
Wed, March 20th  Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Fr. Herman Kincaid

Wed, March 27th Sts. Peter & Paul OCA Fr. Mousa Haddad
Wed, April 3rd St. Luke OCA Fr. Vasyl Sendeha

Wed, April 10th St. Mary AOCA Fr. Paul Jannakos




Bishop Anthony invites our Diocesan Delegates to the
2019 Midwest Diocesan Spring Gathering
March 15— 3+

Hosted by St. George-FIint, Mi

- >

Weekend Schedule

Date Time Event Notes
Friday, March 1=t 7 -9pm Registration and Hospitality at St. George

9pm Ask Sayidna at St. George
Saturday, March 2" Breakfast at Hotel Included with room
9am Matins at St. George
10am Antiochian Women, Teen SOYO, | at St. George
Young Adult Ministry meetings
1pm Lunch at St. George
2pm Teen Community Service Activity

5pm Great Vespers At St. George
Church

6pm Dinner and Evening Activity At St. George Hall
Sunday, March 3 8:50am/10am | Matins/Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
12pm Coffee Fellowship |

Best Western Plus Airport Inn and Suites
810-233-9000
Special Group Rate Name 1s Midwest Diocese
Rate of $79.99 and tax
Cut Off Date 1s February 1% ~ call TODAY!




TRIUMPH OF ORTHODOXY
PAN ORTHODOX VESPERS

Sponsored by
THE ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CLERGY ASSOCIATION OF GREATER CHICAGO

HNASHAGCIC TON &iu EIKONGN

Sunday, March 17, 2019

St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church
5649 North Sheridan Road
Chicago, Illinois

Homilist:

His Eminence, Metropolitan NATHANAEL
Metropolitan of Chicago (GOA)

Responses offered by

Pan Orthodox Choir of Greater Chicago
Gordana Trbuhovich, Director




All adults are welcome to attend our weekly Arabic Bible
Study, where we will be studying the Epistles of St. John 1, 2
and 3. The class will be given by Fr. Danial Doss.

Morning Pravers
Every Wednesday at
10:00am

Arabic Bible Study
Every Wednesday at
10:30am

Volunteering Information

L
Location: 555 Exchange Ct. !
Aurora, IL 60504

FEED|MY|STARVING|CHILDREN}IS
LOOKING|FOR|VOLUNTEERS

Time: 11:30am - 1:30pm

Dates: Saturday, March 30, 2019
Saturday, May 18, 2019

Saturday, August 3, 2019

“The King will reply, Truly I tell

Saturday, October 26, 2019

you, whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers and
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June 07 - June 18, 2019

Package Price! $3,690.00 From Chicago, IL
Other Cities Available
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Week]g Sgnaxarion

On February 24 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commemorate the First and
Second Discoveries of the Honorable Head of the holy Prophet, Forerunner
and Baptist John. When John was beheaded, Herodias—the wicked wife of
Herod—ordered that his head not be buried with his body for she feared that
this awesome prophet, somehow, would resurrect. Therefore, she took his
head and buried it deep in the ground in a secluded and dishonorable place.
Her maidservant, the good and devout Johanna, could not tolerate this. Secret-
ly she unearthed it, translated it to Jerusalem and buried it on the Mount of
Olives. After a considerable period of time, the monk Innocent took up abode
there, exactly in the place where the head of the Baptist was buried. Wanting
to build himself a cell for himself, he dug deep and discovered an earthen
vessel and in it a head, which was mysteriously revealed to him to be the head
of the Baptizer. He reverenced it and reburied it in the same spot. Later,
according to God’s Providence, this miracle-working head of St. John
traveled from place to place, sunk into the darkness of forgetfulness and again
was rediscovered. Finally, during the reign of the pious Empress Theodora, it
was translated to Constantinople. It now rests in the Omayyad Mosque in
Damascus, Syria near the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Patriarchate. On this
day, we make remembrance of the Parable of the Prodigal Son, which occurs
in the noble Gospel and which our deified Fathers reinstituted in the Triodion.
In the parable our Savior tells, Jesus illustrates three things: the condition of
the sinner, the canon of repentance and the knowledge of God’s compassion.
For in the person of the prodigal son, we view the wretched condition that sin
creates for us, distant from God and His Sacraments. However, we become
aware of ourselves and awaken, hastening with hope to return to Him through
repentance. Our Savior wants to call back to His mansions all those who have
been overtaken by despair, lacking hope of forgiveness for their grave sins.
The Father encourages all of his lost children to remove the desperation from
their hearts, and revive their energies for virtuous deeds. Through Thine
ineffable love for mankind, O Christ our God, have mercy upon us. Amen.
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