st. Mary Orthodox Church

Palos Heights, lllinois

Fr. Mousa Haddad, Fr. Malek Rihani, Fr. Danial Doss, Dn. Saed

and Dn. Jacob and their families wish you a Blessed Christmas
Celebration and a New Year filled with God’s Blessings!
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Christ is Born ! Glorify Him '
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Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm
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V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor
V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani

V. Rev. Fr.Danial Doss (0C4) The Nativity of our Lord and
Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani
Rev. Dn. Jacob Andoun S ° d

avior Jesus Christ
Parish Council
Fr. Mousa Haddad - Presiding Officer R . .
Isa Riadi - Chairman l 2 ! A ] ‘
Shireen Salman - Vice Chairman M‘ EM J J 4\ = ..w
Jason Haddad - Treasurer )
Scott Abdo - Financial Secretary
John Eannace - Secretary
Fadi Abu Manneh
Nidal Al-Farah V
Nassar Khoury g
Bassam Salman

Rashid Sweis
Luai Sweiss

Parish Ministries

Sunday School - Elizabeth Andoun
SOYO - Rachel Tadros

YAM - Murad Salman i Sk ‘ i,:!,/
Antiochian Women - Nihad Sweis e A 41?(—]5
Fundraising - Rashid Sweis N\ P—

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman
OClLife - Nancy Cannon

Fishers of Men - John Eannace
Athletics - Nidal Haddad

Choir - Angela Haddad

Chanters - Khaled Salman and Danny
Haddad

Webmaster - Sana Sweis

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss
Couples Ministry- Nader & Angela
Haddad
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office@stmaryoc.org

Church Hall Rental Weekly Schedule of Services:
el s il durelh ehies Saturday Great Vespers 5:00pm
Sunday Orthros 8:45am followed by Divine Liturgy 10:00am
Wednesday Morning Prayers followed by Arabic Bible Study 10:00am
Check our website for feast day services and all other services

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family.
If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's
house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.”
May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.
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Nativity 2018

CAVISE Is born, glorify Him!
ChYISt @s from fieaven, go to meet Him/!
CArist is on earth, e ye lifted up. Sing to the Lord, all the earthi’
Sing out with gladness, all ye people. For #e is glorified’
(First Ode of the Christmas Canon)

Beloved in Christ,

Today, as the fire from the cave of Christ’s birth burns deep witfin our hearts,
we rejoice with all the earth. Anticipation imbues the world as we celebrate the
burth of the One who willingly became Man for our salvation. Quiet, meeg,
guileless and patient, iow do we befiold and gaze upon the resplendent One who
draws us to Himself in pure love?

He comes prepared for victory to prepare us. He comes willingly that we be
willing. He comes courageous and strong to give us courage and strength. He
comes in Aumility to Aumble us. He comes in peace, that all men should (ive in

peace.
CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!

Yours in the service of Christ,

et Fosple

+JOSEPH
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all Norti America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
(201) 871-1355 T Archdiocese(@antiochian org (201) 871-7954 F
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Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
December 25, 2018

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
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hristmas 15 many things, which includes a story of two kings. One is from the world and the other
King comes from heaven.
The first king, Herod, was not confident. He thought his power had to be protected.

Although he was wealthy, sat on a throne, and looked down on others, he was afraid of everyone. Instead
of bringing smiles to people’s faces, he brought tears to their eyes. When he heard from the wise men
that a baby Boy was born of a Holy Woman in the countryside, a Savior who would serve and save the
people, Herod's fear got the best of him and he was in a “furious rage”. He looked everywhere to find
this newborn King.

Therefore, God hid the baby King, who was from heaven, and His very own Son, in a cave in the
country, under the stars, in the Holy arms of his Mother, while the animals, shepherds. and angels kept
watch over Him Unlike Herod, this baby Jesus would grow up to be the Perfect King. “He increased in
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.” (Luke 2:52) People loved Him. They were not
afraid of Him  Little children would mn up to Him. People were drawn to Him like metal to a magnet.
And though crowds were always with Him He made time with each person that needed Him FEveryone,
well almost everyone, loved him.

The worldly king sold his kingdom for his pleasure at a party. The heavenly King, Jesus Christ,
bought a Kingdom to give to His Father as a present. His purpose was His pleasure.

Herod loved making speeches. He gave speeches from his throne fo force people to do his will.
The fearful king wanted frightened subjects. He put on golden robes because he thought he was a god.
But just as his proud heart swelled to the cheers of the crowd, he died then and there (Acts 21).

Jesus never spoke like that He never sat on a throne; he was nailed to the Cross. And from the
Cross, He never spoke more powerfully than when He didn’t speak at all. And when this King died, the
Eing of Kings and the Lord of Lords gave life to evervone. (Bevelation 19:16 and 1 Timothy 6:13)

It does not matter what conditions we are given in life, whether we live in a palace and siton a
throne, or are born in a cave and lay in a manger, it is our love for God that makes us great, like Jesus
Christ, the heavenly King.

May He who was born in a cave and lay in a manger for our salvation bless vou always.

1= Biokep Mﬂt)«
+Bishop ANTHONY

Bishop of Toledo
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Anfioch” (Actr 71: 26)

2635 Manchester Blvd., Toledo, OH 43606-2825
(260) 615-8777 Cell



Changes in the Liturgy
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First Antiphon

I will praise Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart: I will speak of all Thy marvelous works. In
the assembly of the upright and in the congregation, the works of the Lord are great.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

They are sought out according to all His purposes. His work is honorable and glorious, and
His righteousness endureth forever.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto the ages
of ages. Amen.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.
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Second Antiphon

Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; that delighteth greatly in His commandments. His
seed shall be mighty upon earth; the generation of the upright shall be blessed.
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Glory and riches shall be in His house, and His righteousness endureth forever.
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: He is gracious, full of compassion and
righteous.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of
ages.
O only-begotten son and word of God...
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Third Antiphon

The Lord said unto my Lord: “Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy
footstool. The Lord shall send thee a rod of strength out of Zion. With thee is dominion in the
day of thy power, in the beauties of thy saints.

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they that

worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to know that from the east of
the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!
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Entrance Hymn

Out of the womb, before the morning star, have I begotten Thee. The Lord hath sworn and
will not change His mind: Thou art a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek. Save us,
O Son of God, who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four)

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for
they that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to
know that from the east of the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!
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Kontakion of the Nativity (Tone Three)

Today, the Virgin giveth birth to the transcendent in essence; the earth offereth the cave to the
unapproachable One; the angels with the shepherds glorify Him; and the Magi with the star
travel on their way; for a new child hath been born for our sakes; God before the ages.
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Instead of the Trisagion Hymn, the following is sung (Tone One):
“As many as have been Baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia!” (THRICE)
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Epistle for the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
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Let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to Thee!

Shout with joy to God, all the earth!

The Reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians (4:4-7).

Brethren, when the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under
the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.
And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying “Abba!

Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son then also an heir of God through
Christ.
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Gospel of the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
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The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (2:1-12).

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born king of the
Jews? For we have seen His star in the East, and have come to worship Him.” When Herod the
king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They
told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem,
in the land of Judea, are by no means least among the rulers of Judea; for from you shall come
a ruler who will govern My people Israel.”” Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and
ascertained from them what time the star appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,
“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found Him bring me word, that [
too may come and worship Him.” When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo,
the star which they had seen in the East went before them, until it came to rest over the place
where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and
going into the house they saw the child with Mary His mother, and they fell down and
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worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold and frankincense
and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own
country by another way.
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Megalynarion for the Nativity (Tone One)

Magnify, O my soul, her who is more honorable and more exalted in glory than the heavenly
hosts. 1 behold a strange and wonderful mystery: the cave a heaven, the Virgin a cherubic
throne, and the manger a noble place in which hath lain Christ the uncontained God. Let us,
therefore, praise and magnify Him .
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Koinonikon for the Nativity (Tone Eight)
The Lord hath sent redemption to his people. Alleluia!
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Instead of “We have seen the true light...”, sing:
Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four)
Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they
that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to know
that from the east of the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!
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PARISH NEWS

7 Honoring your loved ones: Please consider REMINDER

, 7, signing up for one or more Sundays to

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. L .
It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre- In an effort to eliminate distrac-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners tiOI’lS, collection baskets will not

at the end of the service. What better way to honor . .-
your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, be passed durlng the Divine

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and thurgy Instead, wE klndly ask
it encourages fellowship among our community. you to make your donation or

pledge before or after service by
‘7{06’ Bread and'Cq/j‘be Hour placing it in the donation box at

12/30: Jiries Salman & Family the entrance of the church. Enve-
lopes are available on both sides
1/06: Ghaleb and Rita Sweis & Famlly Of the donation bOX. Please keep

this in mind since we
depend on your contri-
Epistle Reading butions. Thank you for
your generosity!

1/13: Hasan and Saeda Sweis & Family

12/24: Fabiola Sweis & Rima Sleiman
12/30: Angela Haddad & Norma Tadros

4 ¢
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Pilgrimage to Greece

~

The cost of the trip is $3,690 per person and includes round trip economy airfare
from Chicago, 5 star hotels in Thessaloniki, Athens and Zakynthos, breakfast
and dinner daily, ferry to Zakynthos, luxury tour buses, English speaking tour
guides, entrance fees to museums and attractions, as well as all taxes. Departure
from other cities are available but may incur an additional cost.

The group will be limited to 30 people, and will be on a first come, first served basis. A
non-refundable $500 deposit is required immediately to reserve a spot on
the trip. All payments should be made by check, payable to Good Shepherd Travel,
bwith “Group Reference Number: G060719” in the memo. "




Mon Dec 24

Thurs Dec 27

Sat Dec 29

Sun Dec 30

Thurs Jan 3

Sat Jan 5

Sun Jan 6

Wed Jan 9

Thurs Jan 10

Sat Jan 12

Sun Jan 13

4:30pm
6:00pm
7:00pm
5:00pm
8:45am

10:00am
7:00pm

5:00pm

8:45am

10:00am
10:00am
10:30am
6:30pm

7:00pm

10:45am
5:00pm

8:45am
10:00am

10:00am

Orthros for the Feast of the Nativity of Christ

Liturgy for the Feast of the Nativity of Christ

Open Gym
Great Vespers
Orthros
Divine Liturgy
Open Gym
Great Vespers
Orthros
Divine Liturgy
Morning Prayers
Arabic Bible Study
SOYO Night
Open Gym
Arabic School
Great Vespers
Orthros

Divine Liturgy

Sunday School (starts with Divine Liturgy)
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? FEBRUARY 17

ST‘ MA RY Immediately
G OT after Liturgy

Join St. Mary’s

TA L E N T First ever

Talent Show!

FOR THE YOUNG AND -
Fun & entertaining

YOUNG AT HEART
for the entire family!

Do you Act? Sing? Dance? Play an
Instrument? Are you a Comedian?
Recite Poems? An excellent Cook?

Can you make the best Knafeh or the
best Chili¢ Bring your best dish to be
judged & win First Prize!

Lunch will be available for purchase. All
proceeds will go to the Sunday School.

Submit your registration forms by
January 13, 2019 to Elizabeth Andoun




Week]g Sgnaxarion

On December 25 in the Holy Orthodox
Church we celebrate the Nativity according to
the flesh of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus
Christ. Thus entered into the world He
Whose coming was foretold by the prophets,
and Who was born in the same manner in
which it had been prophesied: of a Most-holy
Virgin, in the town of Bethlehem, of the line-
age of David according to the flesh, at the
time when there was no king in Jerusalem of
the lineage of Judah, but rather when a
foreigner named Herod, who sought to kill the
infant Messiah, was reigning. After many
types and prefigurings, messengers and
heralds, prophets and righteous men, wise
men and kings, finally He appeared, the Lord
of the world and King of kings, to perform the
work of the salvation of mankind. Unto Him
be glory unto ages of ages. Amen.
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