St. Mary Parish Clergy

V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor
V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani

V. Rev. Fr. Danial Doss (OCA)
Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani

Rev. Dn. Jacob Andoun

Parish Council

Fr. Mousa Haddad - Presiding Officer
Isa Riadi - Chairman

Shireen Salman - Vice Chairman
Jason Haddad - Treasurer

Scott Abdo - Financial Secretary
John Eannace - Secretary

Fadi Abu Manneh

Nidal Al-Farah

Nassar Khoury

Bassam Salman

Rashid Sweis

Luai Sweiss

Parish Ministries

Sunday School - Elizabeth Andoun
SOYO - Rachel Tadros

YAM - Murad Salman

Antiochian Women - Nihad Sweis
Fundraising - Rashid Sweis
Humanitarian - Shireen Salman
OClLife - Nancy Cannon

Fishers of Men - John Eannace
Athletics - Nidal Haddad

Choir - Angela Haddad

Chanters - Khaled Salman and Danny
Haddad

Webmaster - Sana Sweis

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss
Couples Ministry- Nader & Angela
Haddad

Office
May Sweis
office@stmaryoc.org

Church Hall Rental
Call or email the church office
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6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org)
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

December 274 2018
Twenty-Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Fourteenth Sunday of Luke
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Weekly Schedule of Services:
Saturday Great Vespers 5:00pm
Sunday Orthros 8:45am followed by Divine Liturgy 10:00am
Wednesday Morning Prayers followed by Arabic Bible Study 10:00am
Check our website for feast day services and all other services

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family.

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's
house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.”
May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.




Changes in the Liturgy
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Entrance Hymn

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Two)

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou
didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath
the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life,
glory to Thee.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Forefeast of the Nativity (Tone Three)

Today the Virgin cometh unto the cave to give birth to the Word who was born before all
ages, begotten in a manner that defies description. Rejoice, therefore, O universe if thou
shouldst hear and glorify with the Angels and the shepherds. Glorify Him who by His will
shall become a new-born Babe and who is our God before the ages.
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Epistle for Twenty Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Baaial) day (i pdiadly aaleall asSU Adlg )

The Lord is my strength and my song.

The Lord has chastened me sorely.

The Reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians (6:10-17).

Brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of
God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we are not contending
against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world
rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.
Therefore, take the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand. Stand, therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put
on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the equipment of the
gospel of peace; besides all these, taking the shield of faith, with which you can quench all the
flaming darts of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,

which i1s the word of God.
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Gospel for the Fourteenth Sunday of St. Luke
Bsl G s gl 2230 Jaaiy)

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (18:35-43).

At that time, when Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside
begging; and hearing a multitude going by, he inquired what this meant. They told him, “Jesus
of Nazareth is passing by.” And he cried, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” And those
who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the more, “Son of
David, have mercy on me!” And Jesus stopped, and commanded him to be brought to him;
and when he came near, Jesus asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?” He said,
“Lord, let me receive my sight.” And Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has
made you well.” And immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, glorifying God;
and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.
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Important: Mark vour Calendars for Christmas Liturgy
Important! Please mark your calendars for the Christmas Liturgy. Orthros
will begin at 4:30pm followed by Liturgy at 6pm, Monday December 24th.
How can we truly celebrate Christmas if we skip out on Christmas
Liturgy? The Christmas season is a very busy time, & we have plans to be
with friends & family. But, we must learn to set our priorities straight, so
schedule your gatherings around the Christmas Liturgy. Can you imagine
having a birthday party without the birthday boy?! That’s exactly what we
do when we don’t attend Christmas Liturgy. Let us begin to change the
secularization of Christmas & bring Christ back into the picture by
remembering the reason for the season. We look forward to seeing you all
at Christmas Liturgy. God bless!




PARISH NEWS

3= | Honoring your loved ones: Please consider lieWbOl';ll
A = >, signing up for one or more Sundays to Luka Jonathan

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. Parents: Randy & Meghan Sweis
It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre- C ongratulations!

pare communion and to share with our parishioners
at the end of the service. What better way to honor

your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, Newborn
graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and Gianna Lena
it encourages fellowship among our community. Parents: William & Christina Sweis
Congratulations!
Holy Bread and Coffee Hour
12/02: Ghaleb and Rita Sweis & Family Every()ne 1S invited

to come help the
, , Sunday School children
12/16: Feras and Jackie Salman & Family make Christmas cards for
hospitalized children on
Sunday, December 2nd at
11:45am in the Gym.

12/09: Mousa and Huda Haddadin & Family

Epistle Reading
12/02: Marram Salman & Danny Haddad
12/09: Elaine Riadi & Norma Tadros

REMINDER

In an effort to eliminate distractions, collection baskets will not
be passed during the Divine Liturgy. Instead, we kindly ask you
to make your donation or pledge before or after service by
placing it in the donation box at the entrance of the church.
Envelopes are available on both sides of the donation
box. Please keep this in mind since we depend on your
contributions. Thank you for your generosity!




Thurs Nov 29

Fri Nov 30
Sat Dec 1

Sun Dec 2

Mon Dec 3
Tues Dec 4
Wed Dec 5

Thurs Dec 6

Sat Dec 8

Sun Dec 9

6:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
10:45am
5:00pm
8:45am
10:00am
10:00am
11:30am

11:30am
6:30pm
6:00pm
10:00am
10:30am
6:30pm
6:00pm
7:00pm
10:45am
1:00
5:00pm
8:45am
10:00am
10:00am
11:30am

Nativity Compline
Open Gym
Antiochian Women Meeting
Arabic School
Great Vespers
Orthros
Divine Liturgy
Sunday School

Sunday School Christmas Pageant Practice
for all students

Sunday School Christmas Card Event in Gym
Sunday School Staff Meeting
Nativity Compline
Morning Prayers
Arabic Bible Study
SOYO Night
Nativity Compline
Open Gym
Arabic School
Breakfast with St. Nicholas
Great Vespers
Orthros
Divine Liturgy
Sunday School

Sunday School Christmas Pageant Practice
for all students



Supplies Needed for Homeless Shelters

The following items are needed by St. Luke’s Church for their homeless shelter as soon as
possible:

9" plates plastic forks

12 oz bowls latex gloves (not powdered)

8 oz cups vinyl gloves (for food prep and serving)
16 oz cups paper towels

plastic knives table napkins

Additional items needed (less urgently):

Plates - 4" Sugar Canisters Salt & Pepper

Ziploc Quart Bags Ziploc Quart Freezer Bags Flip-top Sandwich Bags

Brown Lunch Bags Spoons - plastic Hot Chocolate Packets

Coffee - Regular Coffee - Decaf Herbal Tea Bags - Chamomile,
Ginger, Fruit

Financial donations are also needed - BEDS provides those in need “shower
passes”. The cost to provide the passes is $3 each.

If you are interested in donating money towards the shower passes
or any of the items on the list above, please see Kh. Delia.




"Liturgy { after the Liturgy”
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{‘i Annual Christmas Toy Drive @
(‘:% THANK YOU! &
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#%= We would like to thank all the generous donors who
{fi fulfilled the Christmas wishes of foster children this
((& year. All the gifts for the 80 foster children were turned {‘
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s in, and have been delivered to DCFS. 30 My
(fl Thank you for your support and generosity! May God ﬁi
((§ bless you always! | {‘%
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2018/2019
Sunday School
Shirts

Fundraiser

%
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Phil 4:13

Long Sleeve Shirts Available for the whole
family to order!
These are long sleeve cotton shirts with a
pocket logo.

Turn 1n your orders along with
$15.00 for each shirt to Elizabeth Andoun
by December 9th 2018.

Make checks out to St. Mary’s Orthodox Church, write in memo “Sunday School Shirts”
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(ﬁl Saturday, December 8th (‘1
o 1pm — Spm &
{‘l ., Join us for breakfast and stay to meet (‘1
(‘1 St Nicholas, make crafts and play games. If you have any {ﬁ
(&1 questions or would like to volunteer please contact {ﬁl
{‘l Elizabeth Andoun at Sundayschool@stmaryoc.org or (‘1
(‘1 May Sweis at office(@stmaryoc.org. «1
.. X
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Christmas Fhoto Shoot!

On December 8th and 9th professional photagrapher Michael Kasera
witl be at SZ. /%/7&’ Churoh to lake your families memorable
Christnas Photos! Be sure o schedule your fomities shoot tine!
for a swal fee of £20.00 each fam/% witl recerve a /ﬁofe&@/b/m/@
edited digital fite of their photss,

Come and fcﬁw/‘t St /%/7 8§
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CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!

Pageant practice schedule

For Speaking Roles:

Sunday November 11t
after Divine Liturgy

Sunday November 18
after Divine Liturgy

Sunday November 25t
after Divine Liturgy

For all students:

Sunday December 2"
after Divine Liturgy

Sunday December 9th
after Divine Liturgy

Saturday December 15t
(Dress Rehearsal) @ 1:30PM




13th ANNUAL SOYO CHRISTMAS RETREAT - 2018
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N> “Do not be afraid because of your Orthodoxy; do not be afraid because, a

an Orthodox in the West, you will be often isolated and always in a small =¥
minority. Do not make compromises but do not attack other Christians; do
not be either defensive or aggressive; simply be yourself.” St. Amphilochios

SOYO MEMBERS ARE INVITED
TO OUR THIRTEENTH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS RETREAT!

&< ~Join us for inspiring sessions with our very own Father Mousa
O Haddad, Deacon Saed Rihani and Deacon Jacob Andoun

Who: SOYO Members 13 - 18 years old
When: Thursday, December 27th to Saturday, December 29th
Where: Dickson Valley Camp and Retreat Center
8250 Finnie Rd.
Newark, IL 60541
Cost: $§150.00
For Information Contact: Dn. Jacob Andoun, at 908-370-8632 or
youthpastor@stmaryoc.org

| // ‘Scholarship or Financial Assistance. Please Contact Fr. Mousa
e Haddad Directly

\
N

\\\,

N ." j , '/1 Registration Starts: October 28, 2018
) "%~ DEADLINE: December 16,2018
! / 350 Deposit Required to Reserve Spot

Teens will enjoy Outdoor Laser Tag, Gauntlet, Tubi;e%

& // Wall Climbing and many more fun activities. 777 =8
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OCF COLLEGE CONFERENCE

Orthodox Christian Fellowship
A pan-Orthodox college student organization

Orthodox students from across the country participate in College Conference
(a retreat over Christmas Break). This is an incredible opportunity where you
build friendships with Orthodox peers while learning about the Faith.

Where: St. lakovos Retreat Center
When: December 27-30, 2018

Register onlines
http://www.ocf.net/events/college-conference-midwest-2018/
Cost: $325
Use promo code ADTAMCCI8 to receive $75 off.

If you need further financial assistance, please contact Fr. Mousa

Further Questions? Contact Jenna Riadi, Helena Janinah, or Amanda Niqula

DECEMBER
27-30,2018 &y

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

COLLEGE CONFERENCE EAST
ANTIOCHIAN VILLAGE

COLLEGE CONFERENCE MIDWEST
ST. INKOVOS RETREAT CENTER

REGISTER AT OCF.NET/COLLEGE-CONFERENCE




Nmual General Assembly Meeting ang
Parish Council Nominations

If you are interested in nominating yourself or another
person for St. Mary’s Parish Council, please let any
member of the Parish Council know by Saturday,
December 15th. Nominations will not be considered
after that date.

Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will take
place Sunday, January 13timmediately following the
Divine Liturgy. Mark your calendars and make every
effort to attend.

Please make sure your 2018 pledge is paid in full by
Monday, December 31st, so that you can participate in
the General Assembly.

Thanks and God bless!
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2 15 Annual Midwest Basketball Tournament

Canton, Ohio January 18-20, 2019
*New this vear in Canton*
His Grace Bishop Anthony and the faithful of the Midwest Diocese most joyfully
welcome participation from churches of the Mid-Atlantic Diocese led by His Grace
Bishop Thomas

Division I: Ages 12-15 / Division Il: Ages 15-18 / Division lll: Ages 19+

Friday, January 18

/7 pm: Registration begins /Hotel Lobby)
8 pm: Pizza [Registration area)/
8:30pm: Retreat /Hotel Ballroorn)

Saturday, January 19

7/ am: Morning prayers/Light Breakfast /+Hotel Ballroom)
8 am: Basketball Tournament begins

12 pm: Lunch (at Basketball locations)

6 pm: Great Vespers

/ pm: Banquet/Awards Presentation/Hafli

Sunday, January 20

8:45 am: Matins
10 am: Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
Brunch and Farewell

Early Registration: $50 by January 11 Registration: $60
(Incluaes all meals and events)

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
1118 Cherry Ave. NE  Canton, OH 44704
330-455-8482 stgeorgecanton@sbcglobal.net

Hotel Information: Courtyard by Marriott
4375 Metro Circle NW N. Canton, OH 44720 330-494-6494
Group Rate: $89/night (mention St. George Basketball)
Our block of rooms will be reserved for us until Jan. 7
Click here to reserve your room online




Week]g Sgnaxarion

On December 2 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commemo-
rate the Holy Prophet Habakkuk. Habakkuk was the son of
Asaphat from the tribe of Simeon. He prophesied the coming
of Christ 600 years His Nativity, during the time of King
Manasseh, and foretold the destruction of Jerusalem. When
Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, attacked Jerusalem,
Habakkuk sought refuge in the land of the Ishmaelites. From
there he returned to Judea, where he lived as a farmer. One
day he was carrying lunch to the workers in the fields, when
suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared to him and said: Go
carry the dinner that thou hast into Babylon unto Daniel, who
is in the lion’s den. But Habakkuk responded: Lord, I never
saw Babylon; neither do I know where the den 1s. Then the
angel took him by the hair and instantly brought him to Baby-
lon, to the lion’s den, where Daniel had been cast by King
Cyrus as a punishment for not worshiping the idols. Daniel
took and the dinner which God had sent him (Daniel 14:34-
37). Then the angel of God again took Habakkuk back to his
field in Judea. He died at an old age. His relics were discov-
ered in Palestine during the reign of Theodosius the Great. On
this day, we also commemorate the Martyr Habib the New;
Martyr Myrope of Chios; Venerable John, Heraclemon,
Theophilos and Andrew of Egypt; Martyr Stephen Urosh, the
Serbian king; and Venerable Ioannikios of Devitch. By the
intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon
us. Amen.
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