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Fadi Abu Manneh - - ot -
Nidal Al-Farah
Nassar Khoury
Bassam Salman
Rashid Sweis
Luai Sweiss

Parish Ministries

Sunday School - Elizabeth Andoun
SOYO - Rachel Tadros

YAM - Murad Salman

Antiochian Women - Nihad Sweis
Fundraising - Rashid Sweis
Humanitarian - Shireen Salman
OClLife - Nancy Cannon

Fishers of Men - John Eannace
Athletics - Nidal Haddad

Choir - Angela Haddad

Chanters - Khaled Salman and Danny
Haddad

Webmaster - Sana Sweis

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss
Couples Ministry- Nader & Angela
Haddad

Office
May Sweis
office@stmaryoc.org
Church Hall Rental Weekly Schedule of Services:
Call or email the church office =
Saturday Great Vespers 5:00pm

Sunday Orthros 8:45am followed by Divine Liturgy 10:00am
Wednesday Morning Prayers followed by Arabic Bible Study 10:00am

Check our website for feast day services and all other services

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family.
If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's
house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.”
May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.




Changes in the Liturgy
Q) (A s

First Antiphon
Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised: in the city of our God and in His holy mountain.
Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.
God is known in her palaces for a refuge. As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the
Lord of hosts, in the city of our God.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.
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Second Antiphon

The Most High hath sanctified His tabernacle. Holiness and majesty are in His sanctuary.
Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

This is the gate of the Lord, the righteous shall enter in thereat.

Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Holy is Thy temple, and wonderful in righteousness.

Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of

ages.
O only-begotten son and word of God...
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Third Antiphon
Even the rich among the people shall entreat thy favor. The King’s daughter is all glorious
within: clothed in a robe of gold, adorned in varied colors. Virgins shall be brought to the
King after her: her companions shall be brought unto Thee.

Today the Virgin is the foreshadowing of the pleasure of God, and the beginning of the preaching of the sal-
vation of mankind. Thou hast appeared in the Temple of God openly and hast gone before, preaching Christ

to all. Let us shout with one thrilling voice, saying, Rejoice, O thou who art the fulfillment of the Creator's
dispensation.
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Entrance Hymn

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone One)

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body,
Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the
heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection O Christ,
glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind.
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Troparion of the Presentation of the Theotokos (Tone Four)

Today the Virgin is the foreshadowing of the pleasure of God, and the beginning of the
preaching of the salvation of mankind. Thou hast appeared in the Temple of God openly and
hast gone before, preaching Christ to all. Let us shout with one thrilling voice, saying,
Rejoice, O thou who art the fulfillment of the Creator's dispensation.
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Troparion of the St. Katherine (Tone Five)

Let us praise the all-lauded and noble bride of Christ, the godly Katherine, the guardian of
Sinai and its defense, who is also our support and succor and our help; for with the Holy
Spirit’s sword she hath silenced brilliantly the clever among the godless; and being crowned
as a Martyr, she now doth ask great mercy for us all.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Entrance of the Theotokos (Tone Four)

The all-pure temple of the Savior, the most precious bridal chamber and Virgin, the treasure-
house of the glory of God, today enters the Temple of the Lord, bringing with her the grace
which is in the Divine Spirit, whom also the angels of God do celebrate in song; for she is the
heavenly tabernacle.
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Epistle for St. Katherine
L sils duadl) At ALyl

God is wondrous in His saints!

Bless ye God in the congregations!

The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians (3:23; 4:5).

Brethren, before faith came, we were confined under the Law, kept under restraint until faith
should be revealed. So that the Law was our custodian until Christ came, that we might be
justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a custodian; for in
Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptized into
Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there
is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then
you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. | mean that the heir, as long as he is
a child, is no better than a slave, though he is the owner of all the estate; but he is under guard-
ians and trustees until the date set by the father. So with us; when we were children, we were
slaves to the elemental spirits of the universe. But when the time had fully come, God sent
forth His Son, to redeem those who were under the Law, so that we might receive adoption as
sons.
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Gospel for the Thirteenth Sunday of St. Luke
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The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (18:18-27).

At that time, a man came testing Jesus and asking, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life?” And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but God
alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery. Do not kill. Do not steal. Do
not bear false witness. Honor your father and mother.”” And the man said, “All these I have
observed from my youth.” And when Jesus heard it, he said to him, “One thing you still lack.
Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and
come, follow Me.” But when the man heard this he became sad, for he was very rich. Jesus,
seeing him sad, said, “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!
For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of God.” Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus said, “What is
impossible with men is possible with God.”
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Megalynarion for the Entrance of the Theotokos (Tone Four)

The Angels beholding the entrance of the all-pure one were overtaken by surprise; how hath
the Virgin entered into the Holy of Holies?
Since thou art a living temple of God, O Theotokos, no impure hand shall touch thee. But the
lips of believers, let them ceaselessly laud thee, crying unto thee joyfully with the voice of the
angels: Verily, O undefiled Virgin, thou art more exalted than all creatures.
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Koinonikon for the Entrance of the Theotokos (Tone Eight)
I will take the cup of salvation and call upon the Name of the Lord. Alleluia!
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Post-Communion Hymn
“We have seen the true light.”

Important: Mark your Calendars for Christmas Liturgy
Important! Please mark your calendars for the Christmas Liturgy.
Orthros will begin at 4:30pm followed by Liturgy at 6pm, Monday
December 24th. How can we truly celebrate Christmas if we skip
out on Christmas Liturgy? The Christmas season is a very busy
time, & we have plans to be with friends & family. But, we must
learn to set our priorities straight, so schedule your gatherings
around the Christmas Liturgy. Can you imagine having a
birthday party without the birthday boy?! That’s exactly what we
do when we don’t attend Christmas Liturgy. Let us begin to
change the secularization of Christmas & bring Christ back into
the picture by remembering the reason for the season. We look
forward to seeing you all at Christmas Liturgy. God bless!




PARISH NEWS

3= | Honoring your loved ones: Please consider
_Se/~__ signing up for one or more Sundays to
éf//(/m provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour.
It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-
pare communion and to share with our parishioners
at the end of the service. What better way to honor
your loved omes on their birthday, anniversary,
graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and
it encourages fellowship among our community.

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour

11/25: Hasan and Saeda Sweis & Family

12/02: Ghaleb and Rita Sweis & Family

12/09: Mousa and Huda Haddadin & Family

Toy Drive for the Mission
Church in Albania

St. Mary’s has been a partner with
a mission church in Albania for
many years. This year they are
asking for our help in sponsoring
gifts for Orthodox children in
Albania and if each YAM and
Teen SOYO members donates $20
we can reach out goal and help
these needy children have a
blessed Christmas.

Epistle Reading
11/25: Marian Fahmy & Nour Swaiss
12/02: Marram Salman & Danny Haddad

REMINDER

In an effort to eliminate distractions, collection baskets will not
be passed during the Divine Liturgy. Instead, we kindly ask you
to make your donation or pledge before or after
placing it in the donation box at the entrance of the church.
Envelopes are available on both sides of the donation
box. Please keep this in mind since we depend on your
contributions. Thank you for your generosity!

service by




Sat Nov 24

Sun Nov 25

Wed Nov 28

Thurs Nov 29
Fri Nov 30
Sat Dec 1

Sun Dec 2

Mon Dec 3
Wed Dec 5

Thurs Dec 6
Sat Dec 8

10:45am
5:00pm
8:45am
10:00am
11:30am

10:00am

10:30am
6:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
10:45am
5:00pm
8:45am
10:00am
10:00am
11:30am

11:30am
6:30pm
10:00am
10:30am
6:30pm
7:00pm
10:45am
1:00

5:00pm

Arabic School
Great Vespers
Orthros
Divine Liturgy

Sunday School Christmas Pageant Practice
for speaking roles only

Morning Prayers
Arabic Bible Study
SOYO Night
SOYO Parent Fellowship
Open Gym
Antiochian Women Meeting
Arabic School
Great Vespers

Orthros
Divine Liturgy
Sunday School

Sunday School Christmas Pageant Practice
for all students

Sunday School Christmas Card Event in Gym
Sunday School Staff Meeting
Morning Prayers
Arabic Bible Study
SOYO Night
Open Gym
Arabic School
Breakfast with St. Nicholas

Great Vespers



Supplies Needed for Homeless Shelters

The following items are needed by St. Luke’s Church for their homeless shelter as soon as
possible:

9" plates plastic forks

12 oz bowls latex gloves (not powdered)

8 oz cups vinyl gloves (for food prep and serving)
16 oz cups paper towels

plastic knives table napkins

Additional items needed (less urgently):

Plates - 4" Sugar Canisters Salt & Pepper

Ziploc Quart Bags Ziploc Quart Freezer Bags Flip-top Sandwich Bags

Brown Lunch Bags Spoons - plastic Hot Chocolate Packets

Coffee - Regular Coffee - Decaf Herbal Tea Bags - Chamomile,
Ginger, Fruit

Financial donations are also needed - BEDS provides those in need “shower
passes”. The cost to provide the passes is $3 each.

If you are interested in donating money towards the shower passes
or any of the items on the list above, please see Kh. Delia.




Christmas Fhots Shoot/
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Toddler Time Class

for children 2 and under

Toddler Time Class
1S a new
addition to the Sunday School
Program.
We have a room that will be cleaned
and furnished.
We have a teacher and two
assistances ready to begin this
new program.
We are raising funds to acquire
the proper furnishings and
materials suitable for

Toddlers.
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It is time to take ownership of your
Faith! No matter your age, learning
never stops. Join the fellow adults in
your community for a class just for
you! Orthodoxy 101 is an adult class
for anyone ages 18 years and older.
The class will go through the basics
of Orthodoxy to help you learn and
grow in your Faith and in your
relationship with Christ!

No Classes
Thanksgiving Break - Nov. 25th
Christmas Break - Dec. 23rd - Jan. 6th
Palm Sunday - Apr. 21st
Pascha - Apr. 28th
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Every Sunday
immediately after
Divine Liturgy

Meet in the
conference room
behind the narthex
(candle area)

Please contact
Fabiola Sweis at
fabiolasweis@gmail.com
or Dn. Saed at
saedrihanié@gmail.com
with any questions



Annual Winter
Food Drive

October, November, December

Remember...42 Ibs of food
will feed a family of 4 for 3
days!

1 out of 6 families are strug-
gling with hunger

Food Drive Grocery List:
Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Jelly, Peanut Butter, Rice,
Shelf Stable Milk, Soup, Tuna, Stew, Canned Vegetables Canned
Fruit, Mac & Cheese.

Remember to bring items for the Food Drive this Sunday.
EFach Sunday School class will compete to raise the most food.

The winning class will receive a Pizza Party!

Sunday School Students should drop off their food items 1n one of
the carts just outside of the Sunday School’s main entrance (in the
large hall way). Each cart will be labeled by grade.

Remembering the words of St. John Chrysostom: “It is a better thing to
feed the hungry than to raise the dead.”

13



CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!

Pageant practice schedule

For Speaking Roles:

Sunday November 11t
after Divine Liturgy

Sunday November 18
after Divine Liturgy

Sunday November 25t
after Divine Liturgy

For all students:

Sunday December 2"
after Divine Liturgy

Sunday December 9th
after Divine Liturgy

Saturday December 15t
(Dress Rehearsal) @ 1:30PM
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13th ANNUAL SOYO CHRISTMAS RETREAT - 2018
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N> “Do not be afraid because of your Orthodoxy; do not be afraid because, a

an Orthodox in the West, you will be often isolated and always in a small =¥
minority. Do not make compromises but do not attack other Christians; do
not be either defensive or aggressive; simply be yourself.” St. Amphilochios

SOYO MEMBERS ARE INVITED
TO OUR THIRTEENTH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS RETREAT!

&< ~Join us for inspiring sessions with our very own Father Mousa
O Haddad, Deacon Saed Rihani and Deacon Jacob Andoun

Who: SOYO Members 13 - 18 years old
When: Thursday, December 27th to Saturday, December 29th
Where: Dickson Valley Camp and Retreat Center
8250 Finnie Rd.
Newark, IL 60541
Cost: $§150.00
For Information Contact: Dn. Jacob Andoun, at 908-370-8632 or
youthpastor@stmaryoc.org

| // ‘Scholarship or Financial Assistance. Please Contact Fr. Mousa
e Haddad Directly

\
N

\\\,

N ." j , '/1 Registration Starts: October 28, 2018
) "%~ DEADLINE: December 16,2018
! / 350 Deposit Required to Reserve Spot

Teens will enjoy Outdoor Laser Tag, Gauntlet, Tubi;e%

& // Wall Climbing and many more fun activities. 777 =8
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OCF COLLEGE CONFERENCE

Orthodox Christian Fellowship
A pan-Orthodox college student organization

Orthodox students from across the country participate in College Conference
(a retreat over Christmas Break). This is an incredible opportunity where you
build friendships with Orthodox peers while learning about the Faith.

Where: St. lakovos Retreat Center
When: December 27-30, 2018

Register onlines
http://www.ocf.net/events/college-conference-midwest-2018/
Cost: $325
Use promo code ADTAMCCI8 to receive $75 off.

If you need further financial assistance, please contact Fr. Mousa

Further Questions? Contact Jenna Riadi, Helena Janinah, or Amanda Niqula

DECEMBER
27-30,2018 &y

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

COLLEGE CONFERENCE EAST
ANTIOCHIAN VILLAGE

COLLEGE CONFERENCE MIDWEST
ST. INKOVOS RETREAT CENTER

REGISTER AT OCF.NET/COLLEGE-CONFERENCE




Nmual General Assembly Meeting ang
Parish Council Nominations

If you are interested in nominating yourself or another
person for St. Mary’s Parish Council, please let any
member of the Parish Council know by Saturday,
December 15th. Nominations will not be considered
after that date.

Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will take
place Sunday, January 13timmediately following the
Divine Liturgy. Mark your calendars and make every
effort to attend.

Please make sure your 2018 pledge is paid in full by
Monday, December 31st, so that you can participate in
the General Assembly.

Thanks and God bless!
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2 15 Annual Midwest Basketball Tournament

Canton, Ohio January 18-20, 2019
*New this vear in Canton*
His Grace Bishop Anthony and the faithful of the Midwest Diocese most joyfully
welcome participation from churches of the Mid-Atlantic Diocese led by His Grace
Bishop Thomas

Division I: Ages 12-15 / Division Il: Ages 15-18 / Division lll: Ages 19+

Friday, January 18

/7 pm: Registration begins /Hotel Lobby)
8 pm: Pizza [Registration area)/
8:30pm: Retreat /Hotel Ballroorn)

Saturday, January 19

7/ am: Morning prayers/Light Breakfast /+Hotel Ballroom)
8 am: Basketball Tournament begins

12 pm: Lunch (at Basketball locations)

6 pm: Great Vespers

/ pm: Banquet/Awards Presentation/Hafli

Sunday, January 20

8:45 am: Matins
10 am: Hierarchical Divine Liturgy
Brunch and Farewell

Early Registration: $50 by January 11 Registration: $60
(Incluaes all meals and events)

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
1118 Cherry Ave. NE  Canton, OH 44704
330-455-8482 stgeorgecanton@sbcglobal.net

Hotel Information: Courtyard by Marriott
4375 Metro Circle NW N. Canton, OH 44720 330-494-6494
Group Rate: $89/night (mention St. George Basketball)
Our block of rooms will be reserved for us until Jan. 7
Click here to reserve your room online




Week]g Sgnaxarion

On November 25 1n the Holy Orthodox Church we give up the
Feast of the Entrance of the Most-holy Theotokos into the Tem-
ple, and we commemorate the holy and glorious Great-Martyr
Katherine the All-wise of Alexandria. Her mother was secretly
a Christian who, through her spiritual father, brought Katherine
to the Christian Faith. In a vision, Katherine received a ring
from the Lord Jesus Himself as a sign of her betrothal to Him.
Katherine was greatly gifted by God, well-educated and very
beautiful. When the iniquitous Emperor Maxentius offered sac-
rifices to the idols and ordered others to do the same, Katherine
boldly confronted the emperor and denounced his idolatrous er-
rors. The emperor, seeing that she was greater than he in wis-
dom and knowledge, summoned fifty of his wisest men to de-
bate with her on matters of faith and to put her to shame. Kathe-
rine outwitted them. In a rage, the emperor ordered all fifty men
be burned. By Katherine’s prayers, all fifty confessed the Name
of Christ and declared themselves Christians before their execu-
tions. During the torture of Katherine, an angel of God came to
her and destroyed the wheel on which the holy virgin was being
tortured. Afterward, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself appeared to
her and comforted her. After many tortures, Katherine was be-
headed at the age of eighteen, on November 25, 310. Her mira-
cle-working relics repose on Mount Sinai in Egypt. On this
day, we also commemorate the Great-Martyrs Mercurios of
Caesarea 1n Cappadocia; and Mercurios of Smolensk. By the
intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us.
Amen.
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