St. Mary Parish Clergy

V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor
V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani

Rev. Fr. Danial Doss (OCA)

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani

Rev. Dn. Jacob Andoun

Parish Council

Isa Riadi - Chairman

Shireen Salman - Vice Chairman
Jason Haddad - Treasurer

Scott Abdo - Financial Secretary
John Eannace - Secretary

Fadi Abu Manneh

Nidal Al-Farah

Bassam Salman

Feras Sweis

Rashid Sweis

Luai Sweiss

Parish Ministries

Sunday School - Philip Riske
SOYO - Rachel Tadros

YAM - Murad Salman

Antiochian Women - Nihad Sweis
Fundraising - Rashid Sweis
Humanitarian - Shireen Salman
OClLife - Nancy Cannon

Fishers of Men - John Eannace
Athletics - Nidal Haddad

Choir - Michael Rascia

Chanters - Khaled Salman, Faris
Samawi and Danny Haddad
Webmaster - Sana Sweis

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss
Couples Ministry- Nader & Angela
Haddad

Office
May Sweis
office@stmaryoc.org

Church Hall Rental
Call the church office or email our
Office Administrator

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL. 60463
Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org)
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

June 24, 2018

The Nativity of the Forerunner and Baptist John
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Weekly Schedule of Services:
Saturday Great Vespers 5:00pm
(Contfessions heard after Great Vespers)
Sunday Orthros 8:45am followed by Divine Liturgy 10:00am
Wednesday Morning Prayers followed by Arabic Bible Study 10:00am
Check our website for feast day services and all other services

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family.

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's
house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.”
May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.
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Changes in the Liturgy
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Entrance Hymn

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Three)

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His
own arm, He hath trampled down death by death and became the first-born from the dead; He
hath delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the great mercy.
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Troparion of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist (Tone Four)

O prophet and Forerunner of Christ God’s coming to us, all we who with longing now extol
thee are at a loss to honor thee worthily. For thy mother’s barrenness and father’s long silence,
by thine all-renowned and hallowed birth, were both ended, and the Incarnation of the Son of

God is preached unto all the world.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone Two)

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most
constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O
good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed
thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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Epistle For the Nativity of St. John the Baptist

The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord!

O God, hear my voice when I cry unto Thee!

The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans (13:11-14:4).

Brethren, salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed; the night is far gone, the
day is at hand. Let us then cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us
conduct ourselves becomingly as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauch-
ery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. As for the man who is weak in faith,
welcome him, but not for disputes over opinions. One believes he may eat anything, while the
weak man eats only vegetables. Let not him who eats despise him who abstains, and let not
him who abstains pass judgment on him who eats; for God has welcomed him. Who are you
to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls.
And he will be upheld, for the Master is able to make him stand.
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Gospel For the Nativity of St. John the Baptist
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The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (1:1-25, 57-68, 76, 80).

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things which have been ac-
complished among us, just as they were delivered to us by those who from the beginning were
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, it seemed good to me also, having followed all things
closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus,
that you may know the truth concerning the things of which you have been informed. In the
days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah;
and he had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. And they were both
righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blame-
lessly. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years.

Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, according to
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the custom of the priesthood, it fell to him by lot to enter the Temple of the Lord and burn in-
cense. And the whole multitude of the people was praying outside at the hour of incense.
And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of in-
cense. And Zacharias was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. But the angel
said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard, and your wife Elizabeth
will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. And you will have joy and gladness,
and many will rejoice at his birth; for he will be great before the Lord, and he shall drink nei-
ther wine nor strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s
womb. And he will turn many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God, and he will go be-
fore Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and
the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” And
Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is ad-
vanced in years.” And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of
God; and I was sent to speak to you, and to bring you this good news. And behold, you will
be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things come to pass, because you did not
believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” And the people were waiting for
Zacharias, and they wondered at his delay in the temple. And when he came out, he could not
speak to them, and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple; and he made signs
to them and remained dumb. And when his time of service was ended, he went to his home.
After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she hid herself, saying,
“Thus the Lord has done to me in the days when He looked on me, to take away my reproach
among men.” Now the time came for Elizabeth to be delivered, and she gave birth to a son.
And her neighbors and kinsfolk heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they
rejoiced with her. And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and they would
have named him Zacharias after his father, but his mother said, “Not so; he shall be called
John.” And they said to her, “None of your kindred is called by this name.” And they made
signs to his father, inquiring what he would have him called. And he asked for a writing tab-
let, and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all marveled. And immediately his mouth was
opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. And fear came on all their neigh-
bors. And all these things were talked about through all the hill country of Judea; and all who
heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying “What then will this child be?” For the hand
of the Lord was with him. And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and
prophesied, saying, “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited and redeemed His
people. “And you, child, will be called the Prophet of the Most High; for you will go before
the Lord to prepare His ways.” And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in
the wilderness until the day of his manifestation to Israel.
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Koinonikon (Communion Hymn) for the Saint (Tone Eight)
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In everlasting remembrance shall the righteous be; he shall not be afraid of evil tidings.
Alleluia.
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PARISH NEWS

7 Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 3rd & 9th Day Memorial
signing up for one or more Sundays to Nayef Wakim Sweis

——=n77>

éﬁf/ﬁm provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. M Et I!
It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre- cmory ricrnal.

pare communion and to share with our parishioners

at the end of the service. What better way to honor 1 Year Memorial

your loved omes on their birthday, anniversary, Ibrahim Swais

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and
it encourages fellowship among our community.

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour oy Churching

Memory Eternal!

Lazzaro
06/24: Rudaina Swais and Family Parents: Issa and Nermin Sweis
ions!
07/01: Munther and Shireen Salman & Family Congratulations!
07/08: Haitham and Jaklin Sweis & Family ﬂ Graduation
| Leah Issa Haddad
. . Galileo Scholastic Academy
Lpistle Reading Congratulations!
06/24: Fabiola Sweis & Joleat Samawi
07/01: Kh. Delia Haddad & Lily Sweis St. Mary’s Men’s Basketball League
REMINDER Join us every Sunday at Spm in St.

Mary’s Gymnasium to watch the
Men’s Basketball League Games!

In an effort to eliminate distractions,
collection baskets will not be passed during Bring your friends and family to
the Divine Liturgy. Instead, we kindly ask watch and cheer on St. Mary’s!

you to make your donation or pledge before

or after service by placing it in the donation
box at the entrance of the church. Envelopes
are available on both sides of the donation
box. Please keep this in
mind since we depend on
your contributions. Thank
you for your generosity!




Thurs Jun 21
Fri Jun 22
Sat Jun 23

Sun Jun 24

Wed Jun 27

Thurs Jun 28
Sat Jun 30

Sun Jul 1

Thurs Jul 5

Sat Jul 7
Sun Jul 8

Wed Jul 11

Thurs Jul 12
Sat Jul 14

All Day
All Day
5:00pm
All Day
All Day
8:45am
10:00am
5:00pm
10:00am
10:30am
7:00pm
4:00pm
5:00pm
8:45am
10:00am
5:00pm
7:00pm
5:00pm
8:45am
10:00am
11:30am
5:00pm
10:00am
10:30am
7:00pm
5:00pm

Parish Life Conference - St. Elias, Sylvania, OH.
Parish Life Conference - St. Elias, Sylvania, OH.
Great Vespers (followed by confession)
Parish Life Conference - St. Elias, Sylvania, OH.
Parish Life Conference - St. Elias, Sylvania, OH.
Orthros
Divine Liturgy
Men’s Basketball League
Morning Prayers
Arabic Bible Study
Basketball Open Gym
Great Vespers (followed by confession)
YAM Annual Summer Softball Game
Orthros
Divine Liturgy
Men’s Basketball League
Basketball Open Gym
Great Vespers (followed by confession)
Orthros
Divine Liturgy
YAM Sale
Men’s Basketball League
Morning Prayers
Arabic Bible Study
Basketball Open Gym

Great Vespers (followed by confession)



Direct Debit Program

At St. Mary, we created a system to financially support our parish using the
teachings of Jesus Christ on giving. That is, we give secretly, regularly and
generously. We no longer pass around a collection basket during Church Services,
because that it interferes with our goal of a solemn, prayerful and holy
environment, as God deserves nothing less. Instead, we offer our beloved
parishioners two ways to support St. Mary financially: You may deposit your
donation in the Donation Box either before or after Church Services. This
Donation Box is located at the entrance of the church. The preferred method is
using our Direct Debit Program (the same way you pay your utility bills, cell
phone, etc...). This secure and safe system helps us better plan and budget for
future programs, as we are constantly expanding our ministries to accommodate
the spiritual needs of all segments of our parish, especially our youth. We
currently have 78 people on Direct Debit. THANK YOU! Our goal is to have 100
people enrolled. To sign up, please follow the instructions below:

1. Go to stmaryoc.org
2. Click on “Stewardship”

-l Ministries | -

3. Click on “Direct Debit”

- | OurFaith :

4. This will take you to a page that explains how direct debit works and gives you
two options to enroll: Either through a secure electronic form or you can print a
hardcopy to fill out and bring to church.

We also highly encourage the faithful to consider the Biblical teaching on
“Tithing’ (or 10% of income) when considering your regular donation to St. Mary.
Whether you choose 1% or 10%, it’s an acknowledgment that all that we have is a
gift from God, and we’re simply returning a portion of it in gratitude and for the
glory of His name. Thank you for your past and continued support of our parish,
as we grow together in our love for Jesus Christ and for each other. May God
bless you and reward you as only He can.

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops.” Prov 3.9
Thank you for your generosity and support of our parish!
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Annual Summer Softball Game

Beginning with Great Vespers al 4:00pm
Games begin at 5:00pm
7lges 18 and older

7’alod ‘Haghta Tecreatior Cenler
L 6601 W2 7th 8f0 A
’Patoa Heighls, ’I'L 60463

Young Adult Ministry

Upcoming Events

Parish Life Conference

Wednesday, June 20- Sunday, June 24, 2018
St. Elias Antiochian Orthodox Church
Sylvania, Ohio

*Details coming soon!

Orthodox Young Professionals Conference
Thursday, August 16 - Sunday, August 19, 2018
Denver, Colorado
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Admission: $3
Children under 12 free

Friday: 2pm-11pm,
Saturday 11am-11pm, Sunday: 11:30am-8pm

* Food * Drinks * Music * Petting Zoo * Games * Vendors *
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SAVE A LIFE
BLOOD DRIVE

ST. MARY ORTHCDOX CHURCH
ALONGSIDE

LIFESOURCE

INVITE EVERYONE TO DONATE

SUNDAY AUGUST 5, 2018
3AM - 2PM

SIGN-UP AT WITH ANGELA HADDAD AT THE BOOKSTORE
OR. AT ANGELAHADDADM@GMAIL.COM
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Vacation Church School

Auguath- 1@ h2018
PH0n8 : POn
Al I Chi |l cbr-& 8 eAdges

The theme forTheiFamielay. aRd aCmrn osw
your children for a week of fe

VCS chil dren explore the |ife
the Church, and the Ol d & New
crafts, games, -ahtl FTnemraaot Oohhc

There is NO fee, but any do
Registration Forms3amegodas
GoHEREo this I|link to

Il f you have any questions or
Dena Taotasros@gmail . com

El'i zabethl@&hidponahet h@gmai | .
St. Mary'osf fOfde @t mar yoc.
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Vacation Church School
VOLUNTEERS

Auguath- 1@ h2018
5: P88 : HOn

The theme forTHe iFsamielay. afs Chr

Volunteer Positions: Junior Volunteer
Leader Junior Leader As
Leader Assistant
Agels&and up Agelsb1Aears
To volunteer, pl eas edactoand racst @@Pmeanial .Tcs
Andordi®l i zabet h@ymail.com with your n

Jun3® h2018
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Annunciation (Gift Shop & Pookstore
p

Open every Sunday after Liturgy.
Monday -Friday
11:00am - 2:00pm
Please email Angela Haddad at
angelahaddad14@gmail.com or
Nader Haddad at
naderemile3@yahoo.com
with any requests.

Come and check out our selection of new items.
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— St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights

oth Antwal Humastarian Walk

Saturday, August 25th, 2018
8:00am - 12:00pm

Registration: $20 Adults Children: $10 (10 & under)

Lake Katherine Nature Center and Botanic Gardens

V KATHERINE 7402 Lake Katherine Dr. Palos Heights, IL 60463

Participant Name(s):

Phone: Email address:

Please Circle Adult Shirt Size: S M L XL XXL XXXL
Please Circle Youth Shirt Size: S M L XL XXL XXXL

Checks payable to St. Mary Orthodox Church

Please complete form and return to Shireen Salman or mail to:
St. Mary Orthodox Church
6330 W 127th Street. Palos Heights , IL 60463

Any questions or comments please contact the church office at (708) 239-0004 or
Shireen Salman at (708) 717-9640

Have Faith. Give generously. Spread hope. Laugh frequently.
Love unconditionally Live fully
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Palos Heights, I1.

AN-I]RTI-II]III]X MIIIWES
3ASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

(5 Year Auwnivensany Founders’ Day Weekend,

l\llGllS'I' 24 - 26.

Book your hetel /

\ “St. Mary - Midwest Pan Orthodox Basketball Tou
AGES 14 - 18 Call (630) 986-4100

Hotel Block Rate: $109

(hicago Marmioit Southwest at Burr
1200 Burr Ridge Pkwy.

DIVISION II:

CONTACT USs:
f @ @SaintMaryYAM yam@stmaryoc.org <
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Weekly Synaxarion

On June 24 in the Holy Orthodox Church we celebrate the
Nativity of the venerable and glorious Prophet, Forerunner
and Baptist John. Six months before his appearance in
Nazareth to the All-holy Virgin Mary, the great archangel of
God, Gabriel, appeared to Zacharias the high priest in the
Temple at Jerusalem. The archangel announced the
miraculous conception to the childless old woman Elizabeth.
Zacharias did not immediately believe the words of the
herald of God and this 1s why his tongue was tied with
dumbness and remained as such until eight days after the
birth of John. On that day, the relatives of Zacharias and
Elizabeth gathered for the young child’s circumcision and
for the sake of giving him a name. When they asked the
father what name he wishes to give to his son and being
dumb, he wrote on a tablet: “John.” At that moment he could
speak again. Herod heard of this news and sent soldiers to
slay the children throughout Bethlehem, including the
Forerunner. Herod’s executioners killed Zacharias between
the court and the temple; his blood coagulated and petrified
on the stone pavers and remained a perpetual witness against
Herod. Elizabeth hid with the child in a cave where she died
soon after. The young child John remained in the wilderness
alone under the care of God and God’s angels. On this day,
we also commemorate the New-martyr Panayiotis of
Caesarea in Cappadocia. By their intercessions, O God, have
mercy on us. Amen.
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All proceeds from advertisements support St. Mary Church
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BUSINESS BUSINESS
HERE HERE
Please support all sponsors who appear in this bulletin



http://www.ramallahjewelry.com/

All proceeds from advertisements support St. Mary Church

6417 W, 127th St.
ROYALBERRY  %g3 338 6200

Open for Dinner ¢ Cocktails
HOURS: 7:00am-8:30pm

Waffle House & Restaurant

www.Royalberryrestaurant.com
FREE DELIVERY

$2'00 Off 2 Mile Radius

I
Purchase of $15.00 i Delivery Starts
1

or more 9am to 7:30pm
Must present coupon, Exp. 3-31-18 Must present coupon. Exp. 3-31-19

i JWL3053JFM

H Al R REMOVAL

Quick, Inexpensive, Permanent
7708 599 .-20-05

8080 W. 95th. Unit 104
HelFerkfoiry NHAFIRIFs Sl L6 074" 5 27,

www.elitelaseronline.com mllaser@yahoo.com

708-496-3344 HAN N 866-912-9802

FUNERAL HOME

@ /3// réal - ,//'ﬂ(ﬁ'//'w 25

8230 S. Harlem Avenue - Bridgeview, IL 60455
John F. Hann Sr - Owner

johnsr@hannfuneralhome.com

Burial _A Pre-Planning éShipping Services

4 HUGHES SOCOL
PIERS RESNICK DYM, um.

Call our Personal Injury Attorney

Mark Dym at 312.604.2610

hsplegal.com

& Haircut H IAMIS

@ Blow dry & style
@ Updo's & Upstyles
@ Highlight

@ Color

@ Keratin Treatment S
@ Threading i 16719 S. 80th Ave |n|f)l602;7,

® Wax E PH: 708.429.4949
@ Makeup 1 CELL: 708.692.3043

@ Bridal package L
@ Makeover _(& % 4 Q" X ‘Q‘ ?
] & N

Hair stylist Cosmetologist

THE LAW OFFICES OF

JoHN J. EANNACE

The defense of Federal & State criminal cases &
The prosecution of significant personal injury matters

708.361.2200 www.EannaceLaw.com

Robert ). Sweiss
Financial Representative

robert.sweiss@countryfinancial.com

" COUNTRY

FINANCIAL:

AUTO | HOME | LIFE | BUSINESS | RETIREMENT

tel (773) 498-7339

fax (773) 498-4897

cell (708) 945-6969

woll free 24 br. (B88) 211-2555

6415 W. 63rd St.
Chicago, IL 60638

12286 Harl em Pal os6 OHle6i3ght s,

f} Dresses for all
o your special occasions

l\ (7078682

C 4T
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@ ElegantCoutureBoutique '! Elegant Couture ~ www.ElegantCouture.com

Hl /AID TANNOUS

Professional Hair Stylist

U 12330 South Harlem
15587 $tCt. Palos Heights IL 60463
Orland Park ,1 6 046 2 www.utbhome.com
(33)64-834438 United Trust (708) 728-9900
zaid.salon@yahoo.com ( Bank

BcwHina AR \ .

Byl AR ¢l yy2 dza’fﬁ I A J {T(f‘y lYourCommumtyBank I & )
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Please support all sponsors

who appear in this bulletin
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