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January 28th, 2018 

 Sunday of the Pharisee and the Publican 
 îƑ˳ƴǁäĀ Ǐ˲ɀ˗ƻǁä ˕Ɵà 

 

Weekly Schedule of Services: 

Saturday Great Vespers 5:00pm 

(Confessions heard after Great Vespers) 

Sunday Orthros 8:45am followed by Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

Wednesday Morning Prayers followed by Arabic Bible Study 10:00am 

Check our website for feast day services and all other services 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a ñWelcome Packet.ò 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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ðä˕ƾǁä Ǐƺ çä̠ ˹˹ƸƗ 
Changes in the Liturgy 

Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!  

 :xǃ Ɇƙ̇˹ǃ Üèå˦ǆǙå ˥˻ƕ ˥ǆ þƓƿ ˥ǆ ƓȻ Ȱ ˥ƕå ƓȻ Ɠ˹˶ ǄƤ ÜƓ˹ǌǃåā Ɠ˹ḧǄǆ Ơ˻˴ Ǆ˸ǃ ƴḪ̇ǈā ̠˱ ˴˹ǃ ĈʕǄǋ
!Ɠɂ˦ǄǄǋ 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone One)  

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure 
body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which 
cause the heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy       

Resurrection O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who 
alone art the lover of mankind. 

 ,̋ Ǆ˳˸ǃå Ɠǌŋǒá ĉ̟ǃƓ˰ǃå ĉþ˦˻ǃå ǑƼ ć̞ċ˸Ĉƿ ,̠ċ˹Ĉ˱ǃå ć˥ĉǆ ćɌĉƽĈơ ̇ǋƓɣǃå ćüć̠˴ƞā ,í˦ǌ˻ǃå ć˥ĉǆ ćʕĉ˯ĈƤ ƓŊ˸ǃ ć̇ć˱˲ǃå ćÿã
 ,ĈƠ˻˴ ǃ˸å Ɠǌǒá xĉ˯ćǆƓ˻ǀǃ Ĉ̠Ĉ˱ć˸ǃå :çƓ˻˲ǃå ć̝ĉǋåā ƓȻ ćx˻ǃã å˦Ĉƽć˯ǋ èåāƓ˸˴ǃå Ĉèå˦ƿ ćxǃ̆ǃ .çƓ˻˲ǃå ćʕćǃƓƶǃå ĄƓ˲ĉǈƓǆ

ü̠ơā ĉ̇ˮ˵ǃå Ŋ̝˲Ĉǆ ƓȻ ,üĉ̇˻ƕċ̠ć˯ĉǃ Ĉ̠Ĉ˱ć˸ǃå ,ćxĉḧċǄĈ˸ĉǃ Ĉ̠Ĉ˱ć˸ǃå  . 

 Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy  
falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being 
the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.  

 ĉ̞ċǄǀ˯ǈå ĉxǈǕ .ǊǃǗå ćç̠ǃåā ƓȻ ĉǊĉ˯Ḫ̇ƙā ćʕǃƓƶǃå ĉ̞ċǄć˸ǋá Ɠǆ ĉüĉíƓƿï ǑƼā Ɠǌĉ˯˹Ʈā ćƗ˻ǃ˦ˮ˯ǃå ĉ̞ċsĉƽơ ĉüĉíǚ˻ǆ ǑƼ
Ɠ˹ćƪ˦ƽǈ ĉè˦ ǃ˸å ˥ǆ ɏ̆ǀǈá ĉxĉƙƓƵƓƽ˵ˮƼ .çƓ˻˲ǃå ŋþá xǈá Ɠ˸Ⱥ çƓ˻˲ǃå Ǐǃã.  

Kontakion of the Presentation of our Lord to the Temple (Tone One) 

Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virginôs womb, and, as is 
meet, didst bless Simeonôs arms, and didst also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in 
peace, and confirm them whom Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the Lover of    

mankind.  

 Ɠ˹ǃā Ü̞ḪïƓȺ ćûǙ Ɠ˸Ḫ ÿƓƶ˸ƪ ċɏć̠ć˻ĉǃā Üć̞ƪŊ̠ƿ Ǒǃ˦ˮ˯ǃå ć÷ćíċ˦ć˯ċ˴Ĉ˸ǃå ÜĈǊǃǗå ĈƠ˻˴ ǃ˸å Ɠǌǒá Üćüĉ̠ǃ˦˸Ⱥ ˥ćǆ ƓȻ
.̇˵ Ǆˮǃ ō̝˲ǆ ćü̠ơā ćxŊǈá Ɠ˸Ⱥ ÜʕĈǌć˯ċˮćˮċơćá ˥ǒ̆ǃå ĉ̠ĉĊǒćáā Ćþǚ˴Ⱥ ćxć˯Ŋ˻ĉƵćï ċɌćƽơã .ć̞˶ ŊǄƤā ć̞Ḫïíá ÿǓå  
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Epistle for Sunday of the Pharisee and Publican  

îƑ˳ƴǁäĀ Ǐ˲ɀ˗ƻǁä ˕ƟǓ ƕǁƑƨ˗ǁä   
Make vows to the Lord thy God, and perform them! 
In Judah God is known; His Name is great in Israel! 
The Reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy (3:10-15). 
Timothy my son, you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, 
my patience, my love, my steadfastness, my persecutions, and my sufferings, and what 
befell me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra. What persecutions I endured; yet from 
them all, the Lord rescued me. Indeed all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 
will be persecuted, while evil men and impostors will go on from bad to worse,          
deceivers and deceived. But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have 
firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have 
been acquainted with the sacred writings which are able to instruct you for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus .  

ĈʕǂćïāĈ̆Ĉǈ Ɠć˹ćǌǃã Ŋæ̇ǃå å˦ĈƼċāáā å˦ŋǄćƮ! 
!Ɇ˻Ƒå̇ƪã ǑƼ ąʕs˻ Ƶ Ǌ˸ƪåā ,åî˦ǌǒ ĉôïá ǑƼ ąúā̇ƶǆ ĈȰ 

Ǎǁâ Ĉƕ˹ǆƑˮǁä Ĉüʕƨ̠ǁä Ć̇ǁʕƓ Ĉ̇ȹ̞ƾǁä ĈƕǁƑƨî xǄ ĄɄ˴ƺ  ðĀƑƙˤ˶˹Ɨ(̺ :̸̷-̸)̼. 
 *ɏ̇ùˮùćƮā Ǒù˯ùŊˮù˲ùćǆćā ǑùĉƙƓùćǈáā ǑùǈƓù˸ùȻɀā ɏĉ̠ùċ˶ćƿā Ǒùƙć̇ù˻ùĉƪā Ǒù˸ù˻ùǄùƶùćƙ ć̞ùɂć̇ùǀù˯ƪå ĉ̠ƿ ćxŊǈã ćñāƓƛ˦˸ ƙ˻ ɏ̠ǃā ƓȻ
 Ǒùǈ̆ùǀùǈá ̠ùƿā Ĉ̞ùǄù˸ùć˯ùơå ĆèåíƓǌɣưå ćƗŊȻáā .ćçć̇˴˯ĉǃā ćƗ˻ǈ˦ǀȻáā Ɨć˻ĉǂƓɣǈá ǑƼ Ǒ˹ƕƓćƮá Ɠǆā ǑǆǙàā ǑƙåíƓǌɣưåā
 Ĉïå̇ùƬǕå Ɠǆá *ćÿā̠ćǌćɣ˷ ĈȻ ć÷˦˴ Ȼ ĉƠ˻˴ ǃ˸å ǑƼ Ɏ˦ǀ˯ǃƓȺ å˦˵ ƶ˻ćȻ ÿá ćÿā̠ɂ̇Ĉǒ ć˥ǒ̆ǃå Ĉƴ˻˸ƞā *Ɠǌĉƶ˻ĉ˸ƞ ˥ǆ ŋæ̇ǃå
 ĄƓù˸ùǃƓùƵ ĉǊùȺ ć̞ù˹ùǀùȻáā ĈǊùć˯ùċ˸ùŊǄùƶùƙ Ɠùǆ ǏǄƵ ć̞ǈá Ŋ̇ĉ˸ć˯ƪƓćƼ *ć˥˻ŊǄć˷Ĉǆā ć˥˻ĉĊǄĉ˷Ĉǆ Ąå̇ćƬ ćÿāíåí̊ć˻ćƼ ĉñƓ˹ǃå ˥ǆ ćÿāĈ˦Ĉƺ˸ǃåā

*ć̞ċ˸ŊǄćƶćƙ ˥Ŋ˸ĉǆ   ĉÿƓù˸ùȻǗƓùȺ ĉóǚù˳ùǄùǃ ĄƓù˸ù˻ùɜùơ ćüć̇ùĉĊ˻ù˶Ĉƙ ÿá ćçćïĉíƓǀǃå ćƗćƪŊ̠ćǀĈ˸ǃå ć̝Ĉ˯Ĉḧǃå Ĉúĉ̇ċƶćƙ ĉƗŊ˻ǃ˦ƽɣǃå Ĉ̆ċ˹Ĉǆ ćxŊǈáā
÷˦˴ Ȼ ĉƠ˻˴ ǃ˸ƓȺ .  

Gospel for Sunday of the Pharisee and Publican  

îƑ˳ƴǁäĀ Ǐ˲ɀ˗ƻǁä ˕ƟǓ Ʉ˹˯ǆǕä  
The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (18:10-14). 
The Lord spoke this parable: ñTwo men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 
and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, óGod, I 
thank Thee that I am not like other men, extortionists, unjust, adulterers, or even like 
this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.ô But the tax collector, 
standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 
óGod, be merciful to me a sinner!ô I tell you, this man went down to his house justified 
rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who 
humbles himself will be exalted.ò  
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REMINDER 
 

 

In an effort to eliminate distractions, collection baskets will not be passed 
during the Divine Liturgy. Instead, we kindly ask you to make your     
donation or pledge before or after  service by placing it in the 
donation box at the entrance of the church.  Envelopes are 
available on both sides of the  donation box. Please keep this 
in mind since we depend on your contributions. Thank you for 
your generosity! 

 Ĉ̠˳˹ ǁˬä ĈĉǏǂ˹˯ǆǕä Ƒƽʕǁ Ĉ̇ȹ̞ƾǁä ĈæîƑĆ˳Ĉȸ xǄ Ąˁɀ̠ƪ ĄɄ˴ƺ , Ĉ̠ǉƑ˞ǁä Ĉ̟˶˹ǂ˭ǁä(̸ ̿:̸̷-̸)̻. 
 ŋǑù˴ɂ̇ùƽùǃå ćÿƓḧƼ *ąïƓŊ˵Ƶ Ĉ̇ƤǓåā ōǑ˴ɂĊ̇Ƽ Ɠ˸ĈǋĈ̠ơá Ɠ˻ĊǄć˶Ĉ˻ǃ ĉɆɜ˻ǌǃå Ǐǃã å̠ĉƶćƮ ĉÿƓǈƓ˴ǈã ,Ɇć˰˸ǃå å̆ǋ ŋæ̇ǃå ýƓƿ
 Ǚā ć˥ù˻ùǀùƪƓùƽùǃå ć˥ù˻ù˸ùǃƓùsǃå ĉƗćƽćɣć˳ǃå ĉñƓ˹ǃå ĉ̇ƑƓ˴Ḫ Ĉ̞˴ǃ ǑĊǈǕ ćüĈ̇ĈɜƬá ǑĊǈã ŊʕĈǌŊǄǃå å̆ɜǋ ĉǊĉ˴ċƽćǈ ǑƼ ǑĊǄć˶ĈȻ ĄƓƽƿåā
 Ć̠ùƶùĈȺ ˥ùƵ ćɄùćƿ˦ùƼ ĈïƓù˵ùƶùǃå ƓŊǆá *Ǒǃ ˦ǋ Ɠǆ ŊɆĈḪ ̇ĉĊ˵ćƵĈáā ĉ˥˻ƙŊ̇ǆ ĉ÷˦ˮƪǕå ǑƼ Ĉþ˦ĈƮćá ǑǈƎƼ *ïƓŊ˵ƶǃå å̆ǋ ćɆċ˰ĉǆ
 Ŋÿã ʕùḧùǃ Ĉý˦ùƿá *ćƐùĉ˟Ɠù˳ǃå Ɠǈá Ǒ˹˸ơïå ŊʕĈǌŊǄǃå ĄǚƑƓƿ Ĉǉćïċ̠ćƮ Ĉ÷ć̇ċǀćȻ ćÿƓḪ Ɇƕ ĉßƓ˸˴ǃå Ǐǃã ĉǊ˻ć˹˻Ƶ ćƴćƼ̇ǒ ÿá ċíĉ̇Ĉǒ ʕǃā

 ćƴćƽćƙïå ĈǊć˴ċƽćǈ ćƴćưćā ˥ćǆā ćƴć˷Ŋƙå ĈǊć˴ċƽćǈ ćƴćƼćï ˥ćǆ ŊɆĈḪ ŊÿǕ .ćüåî ćÿāí ĄåïŊ̇ćˮĈǆ ĉǊĉ˯˻ƕ Ǐǃã ćýć̊ǈ å̆ǋ .  

 

Upcoming Services 

Thursday, February 1, 2017 

 7:00pm - Great Vespers for the Feast of the  
                  Presentation of Christ 
         (with Artoklasia)              
 

Friday, February 2, 2017 
  9:00am - Orthros for the Feast of the  
                  Presentation of Christ  
10:00am - Liturgy for the Feast of the  
                  Presentation of Christ  



 

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 

1/28: Khaled and Sameera Tadros & Family 

2/04: Rouzin Sweiss & Family 

2/11:  Emad and Nabila Haddad & Family 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 

signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. 

Itôs this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners 

at the end of the service. What better way to honor 

your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,          

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and 

it encourages fellowship among our community. 

3rd & 9th Day Memorial 

Osama Jeries Abudayyeh  

Memory Eternal! 

Epistle Reading 
 

1/28: Marram Salman & Khaled Salman 

2/04:  Marian Fahmy & Lamees Ammari 

St. Mary and St. Spyridon will be hosting Open Gym Night and invite all 3rd 
thru 8th graders to come out and play.  Open Gym will start Friday,  

November 10th through February 16th. Starting from 6:30pm to 8:00pm. 
Please call Subdn. John at 908-370-8632 to sign up.  This is a great way to 

have fun and meet new people.  
 See schedule below.  

St. Spyridon 
Hosting the following dates: 

 
Friday, February 16 

St. Mary 
Hosting the following dates: 

 
Friday, January 26 

Basketball Open Gym  
3rd-8th Grade  

Newborn 

Jayden 

Parents: Jason & Katia Haddad 

Congratulations! 
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Thurs Jan 25 7:00pm Open Gym 

Fri Jan 26 6:30pm 3rd-8th Grade - BB Open Gym  

 7:00pm Antiochian Women Meeting 

Sat Jan 27 10:45am Arabic School 

 1:30am Basketball League 

 5:00pm Great Vespers (followed by confession) 

 6:00pm Marching Band Practice 

Sun Jan 28 8:45am Orthros 

 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

 10:00am Sunday School  

 3:30pm Volleyball League Game 

Wed Jan 31 10:00am Morning Prayers 

 10:30am Arabic Bible Study 

 6:30pm Teen SOYO Night 

 7:00pm Adult Christian Education Class 

The Holy Trinity/Salvation History  

 7:00pm Mentorship Program 

Thurs Feb 1 7:00pm Great Vespers for the Feast of the Presentation of 
Christ (with Artoklasia)  

 8:00pm Open Gym 

Fri Feb 2 9:00am Orthros for the Feast of the Presentation of Christ  

 10:00am Liturgy for the Feast of the Presentation of Christ  

Sat Feb 3 10:45am Arabic School 

 5:00pm Great Vespers (followed by confession) 
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John 12:26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant 

be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 

 

February 4 Team A: Murad Salman, David Sweiss, Michael Sweiss, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph 
Haddad, Rami Sweis, Saleem Swaiss, Samer Sweis, Christian Sweis, Charlie Sayeg, Malik 
Tadros, Ameer Tadros, Faris Makhamreh, Issa Khoury, Philip Haddad, Yazen Swaiss, Yanal 
Swaiss, Joseph  Fallouh, Abdallah Sweis, Jordan Haddad.  

ATTENTION ALL ALTAR SERVERS  

and PARENTS of ALTAR SERVERS 
 PARENTS PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE BELOW, AND INFORM 

YOUR CHILDREN WHO ARE SERVING  

(NOTE the new entrance to the  Holy Altar, and arrival time) 
 

ENTERING THE HOLY ALTAR:  
When entering the Holy Altar, no one is allowed to enter through the curtains of the Icono-
stas.  You MUST enter through the walkway BEHIND the Chanters/Choir to the far left of 
the church.  No one is allowed to enter through the Curtains of the Iconostas. 

ARRIVAL TIME:  The Divine Liturgy begins at 10am;  All Altar Boys MUST be in the 
Altar BEFORE 10am;  if you arrive late, you will be sent back to sit with your family. 

TEAMS: 
All Altar boys must follow the schedule of their Team.  Please only serve on those desig-

nated dates for your Team.  If thereôs a need for additional Altar Servers, the SubDeacons 

will ask you to serve. 

DRESSING for the Altar: 

Gym/Running shoes are not appropriate for the Holy Altar.  You must wear dress/casual 

shoes.  Also, no shorts or T-shirts are allowed. 

January 28 Team B: Sharbel Samawi, Anthony Haddad, Hashem Tadros, Yousef A. Tadros, 
Jacob Tadros, Yousef R. Tadros, Faris Tadros, Basil Tadros, David Alnemri,  Daniel Alnemri, 
Jaisingh Riske, Sharbel Alafnan, Michael Galuszynski, Nicholas Abu-Manneh, Sleman   
Shaheen, Gus Bousheh, Nicholas Bousheh, Abraham Sweis, Ryan Alhourani, Adrian         
Alhourani, Nicholas Alsweis, Mark Salman, Michael Salman. 



 

8 

 

 .ÅØÔ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ΥΣȟ ΤΡΣΪ 

If you have any questions please see Fabiola Sweis, 
Elaine Riadi, or Subdn. John 
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HOUSE BLESSINGS 

Traditionally, at the feast of our Lordôs Theophany on January 
6th, we bless water which is used to sanctify the homes of all 
the faithful. In bringing the blessed water to our homes, and 
sprinkling it in each room, we rid our house of any evil        
influence, and rededicate it to God in a special way. As we 
were once renewed by the waters of our own baptism into 
Christ, so too our home, and our entire lives, are re-dedicated 
and renewed unto Christ our God each year at this time. 
Please contact Fr. Mousa at 708-979-3222, Fr. Malek at      
708-516-6417 or Fr. Danial at 630-888-0497  if you would 
like your home blessed this year. 

For tickets please call Suhair Sweis at (708)543-7868, Muna Salman 708-769-5105 or  
any of the Antiochian.  
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St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights  
 

Adult Christian Education Series  
 

Fall 2017 and Spring 2018 

 

Session and dates (Wed. evenings)              Topic 
 
Fall Session I:  Sep. 20 through Oct. 25   Sources of Christian Doctrine 
 
Fall Session  II:  Nov. 8 through Dec.13  The Symbol of Faith: Nicaean Creed 
 
Spring Session I:  Jan. 10 through Feb. 14  The Holy Trinity / Salvation History 
 
Spring Session II:  April 18 through May 23   The Bible: Old & New Testaments 

 
 

ñKNOWLEDGE IS POWER!ò 
Whoever has will be given more, and they 
will have an abundance. Whoever does not 
have, even what they have will be taken 

from themò   -Matt 13:12 

 

Everyone age 18 and older is invited to enrich their faith and knowledge 
of the Orthodox Church. Class begins promptly at 7:00pm and will     
conclude at 8:30pm. 
 

THE CLASSES ARE FREE. Materials will be provided to all attendees.   
See schedule below. 
 

Itôs never too late to sign-up and attend any session. 

 

If you have any questions please email Fr. Mousa at fr.mousa@gmail.com. 
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YAM Chili Sale  
One in six Americans go hungry each day. Please join our Young Adult Ministery as they 

ñScore a Souper Bowl Victory Against Hunger!ò Your support will go a long way. Please 

see any YAM officer to make an additional donation for Souper Bowl Sunday. All proceeds 

go to IOCC Thank you and God bless! 

Sunday, February 4th, 2018 
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St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights 
 

YAM (Young Adult Ministry) 
 

-ELECTIONS- 
 

Sunday, February 4th 2018 
4:30pm in the Nadi 

 

President-Vice President-Treasurer-Secretary 
 

To submit a nomination or to have your name listed on the ballot 
please contact Marram Salman, Dn. Saed, or Subdn. John by  

January 28, 2018.  
 

Make your voice heard and VOTE! 

 

Sunday, February 4th, 2018 
Kickoff starts at 5pm 

 

General Information 
We are pleased to present Superbowl 52 which will take place in the Nadi.   

This event will consist of family, friends, food, and drinks.   

Must be 18 and older to attend 

Potluck Event please bring a dish to share. 

For more information please contact one of  the Young Adult Ministry officers. 

SUPERBOWL PARTY 
Presented by: 

Young Adult Ministry 
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Basketball League  
When: Every Saturday  

(January 27 - March 24, 2018) 
 

Where: St. Maryõs Gym 
 

Time: 1:30 - 3:30 
 

Cost: $50/per person 
 

Ages: 8 -14 years old 
 

Registration will begin December 17, 2017. 

If you have any questions please contact Subdn. John Andoun at  
youthpastor@stmaryoc.org or Nidal Haddad at atlethics@stmaryoc.org. 
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Do you have first graders through 12th graders who can express themselves 
through poetry, writing, art or photography? 
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ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦŀƴǝƻŎƘƛŀƴΦƻǊƎκŦŜǎǝǾŀƭǎκŎŦκŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ 

 

aŀǊŎƘ у
ǘƘ

   tŀǊƛǎƘ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ !ǊǘΣ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ tƻŜǘǊȅΣ                        

ŀƴŘ /ǊŜŀǝǾŜ ²ǊƛǝƴƎΦ 

CƻǊ vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ tƘƛƭƛǇ wƛǎƪŜ 

http://www.antiochian.org/festivals/cf/eligibility
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Weekly Synaxarion 

On January 28 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we com-
memorate of our Venerable and God-bearing Fathers 
Ephraim and Isaac the Syrians; Venerable Palladios of 
Antioch; Martyr Charita; and Venerable Theodosios of 
Totma in Vologda.  On this day, we make remembrance 
of the Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican, which 
occurs in the Holy Gospel according to Luke the Evan-
gelist.  In our Saviorôs parable, Jesus uses a Pharisee, a 
leader of the synagogue, who was regarded in public 
opinion as virtuous; and a publican, a tax collector, who 
was regarded as oppressive, greedy and a sinner. In their 
prayers to God, we discover the real hearts of these two 
men. We thus learn of the harm that comes from pride 
and the good that comes from humility. The divine 
Church Fathers sought to alert and prepare the Christ-
loving clergy and laity for the upcoming period of the 
Great Fast. Therefore, on this Sunday we are reminded 
that humility is the greatest weapon against pride, as we 
imitate the humility of the publican to ascend to the di-
vine heights.  Through the intercessions of the wonder-
working Saints, O Christ our God, have mercy upon us 
and save us. Amen.  


