
   
    

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH  
The Self -Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America  

  

òThe disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.ó (Acts 11:26) 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org) 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

  
St. Mary Parish Clergy 
V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Rev. Fr. Danial Doss (OCA) 

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani 

Subdn. John Andoun, Youth Director 
 
Parish Council 
Luai Sweiss - Chairman 

Isa Riadi - Vice Chairman 

Jason Haddad - Treasurer 

Scott Abdo - Financial Secretary 

John Eannace - Secretary 

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Magida Abudayyeh  

Nidal Al-Farah 

Natalie Salman 

Rashid Sweis 

 
Parish Ministries 
Sunday School - Philip Riske 

SOYO - Jehan Tadros 

YAM - Marram Salman 

Antiochian Women - Nihad Sweis 

Fundraising - Rashid Sweis 

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 

OCLife - Nancy Cannon 

Fishers of Men - John Eannace 

Athletics - Nidal Haddad 

Choir - Michael Rascia 

Chanters - Khaled Salman, Faris 

Samawi and Danny Haddad 

Webmaster - Sana Sweis 

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss 

 
Office 
May Sweis 
office@stmaryoc.org 
 
Church Hall Rental 
Call the church office or email our 
Office Administrator 

December 31th 2017 
Sunday before the Theophany of Christ, Which Falls on the 

Apodosis  (Leave-Taking) of the Nativity of Christ  

 (ðƑ˞Ƹǁä ̞˹Ƴ) ǏǊǁĈǕä îʕǊɣǁä ̞˹Ƴ Ʉˬƽ ɍ̟ǁä ̞ƟǓä 

 

Weekly Schedule of Services: 

Saturday Great Vespers 5:00pm 

(Confessions heard after Great Vespers) 

Sunday Orthros 8:45am followed by Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

Wednesday Morning Prayers followed by Arabic Bible Study 10:00am 

Check our website for feast day services and all other services 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a ñWelcome Packet.ò 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  

 Christ is Born!  Glorify Him! 
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Changes in the Liturgy  
ðä˕ƾǁä Ǐƺ çä̠ ˹˹ƸƗ 

First Antiphon 

I will praise Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart: I will speak of all Thy marvelous works. In 
the   assembly of the upright and in the congregation, the works of the Lord are great. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 

They are sought out according to all His purposes. His work is honorable and  glorious, and 
His righteousness endureth forever. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and unto the ages 
of  ages.  Amen. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.  

ǑˮǄƿ ɆḪ ˥ǆ æïƓȻ ˣǃ ú̇ ˯Ƶå ýƓ˸Ƶá ąƗ˸˻ Ƶs .ʕǌƶ˸˱ ǆ ǑƼā ˥˸˻ǀ˯˴ ǃ˸å ̨ Ǆ˱ǆ ǑƼ x ƑˮƓ˱Ƶ ƴ˻˸ Ⱥ˱ éĊ̠ơáā Ü
.æ̇ ǃå 

.Ɠ˹˶ ǄƤ Ĉ̋Ǆ˳ǆ ƓȻ ĉǊǃǗå ĉç̠ǃåā ĉèƓƵƓƽ˵Ⱥ 
Ɠǌƕ ĉǉíå̇ǆ ĊɆḧǃ ĄƓǀˮ˟ ąç̇Ŋƕ̠ǆ ..˥ɂ̇ǋå̠ǃå ̇ǋí Ǐǃã þā̠ǒ ĈǊǃ̠Ƶā .ýǚ˱ǃå ʕs ĈƵā úå̇˯ƵǕå ĈǊƶ˹ĈƮ 

.Ɠ˹˶ ǄƤ Ĉ̋Ǆ˳ǆ ƓȻ ĉǊǃǗå ĉç̠ǃåā ĉèƓƵƓƽ˵Ⱥ 

ñ˗ǀǃå ëā˙ǃåā ˥ƕǗåā æǔǃ ˗˱˸ǃå Ü˥˻ǆà .˥ɂ̇ ǋå˗ǃå ˙ǋí Ǐǃɀā ÿåāá ɆḪā ÿǓå. 
.Ɠ˹˶ ǄƤ Ĉ̋Ǆ˳ǆ ƓȻ ĉǊǃǗå ĉç̠ǃåā ĉèƓƵƓƽ˵Ⱥ  

Second Antiphon 

Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; that delighteth greatly in His commandments. His 
seed shall be mighty upon earth; the generation of the upright shall be blessed. 
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Glory and riches shall be in His house, and His righteousness endureth forever.  
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: He is gracious, full of compassion and 
righteous.  
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and unto ages of 
ages. 
O only-begotten son and word of Godé  

ǃå Ɇƞ̇ Ǆǃ ǏɁ˦˟ǑǀŊ˯ǒ ɏ̆  Ŋæ̇ǃå.çï̠˯ǀǆ ôïǕå ǑƼ Ǌ˯ŊɂĊïî ÿ˦ḧƙ .å̠ƞ ĈǉƓȻƓƮā Ɏć˦ǌɂā  
 ÜȰ ˥ƕå ƓȻ Ɠ˹˶ǄƤý˦˯ˮǃå ˥ǆ ˗ǃā ˥ǆ ƓȻ!Ɠɂ˦ǄǄǋ Üˣǃ Ɇƙ̇ ˹ǃ Ü 

 .˥ɂ̇ǋå̠ǃå ̇ǋí Ǐǃå þā̠ǒ ĈǉŊ̇Ɂā .ĉǊ˯˻ƕ ǑƼ Ǐ˹ƺǃåā ̠˱ ǃ˸å ÿ˦ɜȻ 
 ÜȰ ˥ƕå ƓȻ Ɠ˹˶ǄƤý˦˯ˮǃå ˥ǆ ˗ǃā ˥ǆ ƓȻ!Ɠɂ˦ǄǄǋ Üˣǃ Ɇƙ̇ ˹ǃ Ü 

.˥˻˸˻ǀ˯˴ Ǆ˸ǃ Ɨ˸Ǆsǃå ǑƼ ï˦˹ǃå û̇Ƭå 
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 ÜȰ ˥ƕå ƓȻ Ɠ˹˶ǄƤý˦˯ˮǃå ˥ǆ ˗ǃā ˥ǆ ƓȻ!Ɠɂ˦ǄǄǋ Üˣǃ Ɇƙ̇ ˹ǃ Ü 
.˥˻ǆà Üć˥ɂ̇ǋà̠ǃå ĉ̇ǋí Ǐǃɀā Ćÿåāá ŊɆḪā ćÿǓå Üñ̠ǀǃå ĉëā̇ǃåā ĉ˥ƕǗåā ĉæǔǃ Ĉ̠˸˱ǃå 

˗˻ơ˦ǃå ĉ˥ƕǙå ĉȰ ćƗ˸ǄḪ ƓȻé  

Third Antiphon 

The Lord said unto my Lord: ñSit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy   
footstool. The Lord shall send thee a rod of strength out of Zion. With thee is dominion in the 
day of thy    power, in the beauties of thy saints. 

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they that          
worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to know that from the east of 
the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!  

 ˥ǆ æ̇ǃå xǃ Ɇƪ̇ǒ xƙ˦ƿ Ɠ˶Ƶ .x ǆ˻̠ǀǃ ĄƓ˭˟ ǆ˦ üßå̠Ƶá Ɇƶƞå Ǐ˯ơ Ǒ˹˻ Ȼ˸ ˥Ƶ ̨ Ǆƞå ǑɁ̇ǃ æ̇ǃå ýƓƿ
.x˻˴Ȼ̠ƿ ßƓǌƕ ǑƼ xƙ˦ƿ þ˦ǒ ǑƼ ƗƪƓƑ̇ǃå xƶǆ .ÿ˦ǌ˻Ʈ 

 ƓȻ xǃ í˦˱ ǃ˴å ̝Ḫ˦ḧǃå ˥ǆ å˦˸Ǆƶƙ ǊȺ ̝ǂå˦ḧǄǃ ˥ǒ̠ƞƓ˴ǃå ÿǕ .ʕǃƓƶǃå ǑƼ ƗƼ̇ƶ˸ǃå ï˦ǈ û̇Ƭå ̠ƿ Ɠ˹ǌǃã Ơ˻˴ ǃ˸å Ɠǌǒá üíǚ˻ǆ
!xǃ̠˱ ǃ˸å æïƓȻ .̞ ƙ˻á ˦Ǆƶǃå ûïƓ˵ǆ ˥ǆ xǈá å˦Ƽ̇ƶȻ ÿáā .ý̠ƶǃå ̨ Ƭ˸ 

Entrance Hymn 

Out of the womb, before the morning star, have I begotten Thee. The Lord hath sworn and 
will not change His mind: Thou art a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.  Save us, 

O Son of God, who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 

 ̝ ƙ˻̇ƙ ǏǄƵ ̠ƕǕå Ǐǃå Ĉ˥ǋƓḧǃå ̞ǈćá xǈćá ,þ̠˹ǒ ˥ćǃā ŋæ̇ǃå ɄǄơ .xƙ̠ǃā Ơˮ˶ ǃå ̝Ḫ˦Ḫ Ɇˮƿ ˥ɣ ǃˮå ˥ǆ
 ,Ȱ ˥ƕå ƓȻ Ɠ˹˶ǄƤ .ûíƓ˶ɜ˻ǄǆƓȻ ý˦˯ˮǃå ˥ǆ ˗ǃā ˥ǆ!Ɠɂ˦ǄǄǋ :ˣǃ Ɇƙ̇ ˹ǃ Ü  

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Five) 
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born 
of the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to 

suffer death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.  
  ĉßåï̆ƶǃå ˥ǆ ĉí˦ǃ˦˸ǃå .ßå̠˯ƕǙå ĉþ̠Ƶā ĉƗŊ˻ǃðǙå ǑƼ ĉëā̇ǃåā ĉæǔǃ ɏāƓ˴˸ǃå .ċƗ˸ǄḧǄǃ ċ̠˴˱ ǈā ˥˻ ǆ˹˸˓ǃå ˥˲ ǈ ċƠĉĊˮ˴Ĉ˹ĉǃ

 ĉǊĉ˯ćǆƓ˻ǀȺ Ǐƙ˦˸ǃå ć˞ǌ˹ɂā ćè˦ ǃ˸å ćɆĉ˸˲˯ɂā .ĉ̝˻Ǆ˶ǃå ǏǄƵ ć˦ǄƶȻ ÿá ĉ̠˱˴ ǃƓȺ Ǐ˷ ƙïåā Ŋ̇Ĉƪ ĈǊćǈǕ .Ɠ˹ĉƮǚ˳ǃ
.ç˗˻˱˸ǃå 

Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four) 

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for 
they that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of Justice, and to 

know that from the east of the Highest Thou didst come, O Lord, glory to Thee! 

 ̝Ḫ˦ḧǃå ˥ǆ å˦˸Ǆƶƙ ǊȺ ̝ǂå˦ḧǄǃ ˥ǒ̠ƞƓ˴ǃå ÿǕ .ʕǃƓƶǃå ǑƼ ƗƼ̇ƶ˸ǃå ï˦ǈ û̇Ƭå ̠ƿ Ɠ˹ǌǃã Ơ˻˴ ǃ˸å Ɠǌǒá üíǚ˻ǆ
!xǃ ̠˱ ǃ˸å æïƓȻ .̞ ƙ˻á ˦Ǆƶǃå ûïƓ˵ǆ ˥ǆ xǈá å˦Ƽ̇ƶȻ ÿáā .ý̠ƶǃå ̨ Ƭ˸ ƓȻ xǃ í˦˱ ǃ˴å  
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Troparion for the Sunday after the Nativity (Tone Two) 

Proclaim, O Joseph, to David, the grandparent of God, the amazing wonders; for thou hast 
seen a Virgin great with child. With the shepherds thou didst give glory; with the Magi thou 
didst worship; and by the angel it was revealed to thee. Wherefore, plead thou with Christ 

God to save our souls. 

 ñ˦ ˱˸ǃå ƴǆā è̠ ǆ˱ çƓƵ̇ǃå ƴ˸Ƽ .ǚǆƓơ Ǚ˦˯ƕ ̞ǒáï ̠ƿ xǈǕ ç̇ǋƓˮǃå ̝ƑƓ˱ƶǃƓȺ ǊǃǗå Ċ̠ƞ íāåí ̇˵ Ⱥ Ʉƪ˦ǒ ƓȻ
.Ɠ˹ƪ˦ƽǈ ˝Ǆ˳Ȼ ÿá ǊǃǗå Ơ˻˴˸ǃå Ǐǃã Ɇǌ˯ƕƓƼ .ˣ˻ǃã Ǒơāá üǚ˸ǃƓɁā è˗˱ƪ  

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling 
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of 

Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.  

 Ǐǃã ĉ̞ċǄǀ˯ǈå ĉxǈǕ .ǊǃǗå ćç̠ǃåā ƓȻ ĉǊĉ˯Ḫ̇ƙā ćʕǃƓƶǃå ĉ̞ċǄć˸ǋá Ɠǆ ĉüĉíƓƿï ǑƼā Ɠǌĉ˯˹Ʈā ćƗ˻ǃ˦ˮ˯ǃå ĉ̞ċsĉƽơ ĉüĉíǚ˻ǆ ǑƼ
Ɠ˹ćƪ˦ƽǈ ĉè˦ ǃ˸å ˥ǆ ɏ̆ǀǈá ĉxĉƙƓƵƓƽ˵ˮƼ .çƓ˻˲ǃå ŋþá xǈá Ɠ˸Ⱥ çƓ˻˲ǃå.  
Kontakion of the Nativity (Tone Three) 

Today, the Virgin giveth birth to the transcendent in essence; the earth offereth the cave to the 
unapproachable One; the angels with the shepherds glorify Him; and the Magi with the star 
travel on their way; for a new child hath been born for our sakes; God before the ages. 

 çƓƵ̇ǃå ƴǆ ƗḧƑǚ˸ǃå .Ǌ˻ǃã Ćæ̇ ǀ˯ǆ ̇˻ƹ ˦ǋ ˥˸ǃ ,çïƓƺ˸ǃå ĈæĊ̇ǀƙ ĈôïǕåā ,̇ǋ˦˱ ǃå ćɖƑƓƽǃå Ĉ̠Ǆƙ ý˦˯ˮǃå ćþ˦˻ǃå
 Ɇˮƿ ɏ̆ǃå ǊǃǗå ˦ǋā ,ą̠ǒ̠ƞ ąǑˮƮ Ɠ˹ǃ ̠ǃā ̠ƿ ĈǊǈǕ .ÿā̇˻ Ȼ˴ ĉɖɂ̇ɣǃå ǑƼ ̝Ḫ˦ḧǃå ƴǆ ñ˦ ˱˸ǃåā ,ÿā̠˱ Ȼ˸

.ï˦ǋ˗ǃå 

Epistle for the Sunday before the Theophany of Christ  

 ˕˹Ƴ Ʉˬƽ ɍ˖ǁä ˕Ɵǔǁ ƕǁƑƨ˗ǁäǏǊǁĈǕä îʕǊɣǁä  
O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance! 
To you, O Lord, have I cried, O my God!  
The Reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy (4:5-8). 
Timothy, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil your 
ministry. For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my departure has 
come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth 
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 
award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.  

ˣƛå̇ ˻ǆ üïƓɁā ˣˮƶƬ æïƓȻ ˝ǄƤ!  
!Ǒǌǃã ƓȻ ,Ĉì̇Ʈá ŋæï ƓȻ ćx˻ǃã 

 ðĀƑƙʕ˶ Ɨ˹ Ǎǁâ Ĉƕ˹ǆƑˮǁä üʕƨ̠ǁä Ć̇ǁʕƓ Ĉ̇ȹ̞ƾǁä ĈƕǁƑƨî xǄ ĄɄ˴ƺ(ď:Đ-ē)           . 
 ćñāƓƛ˦˸ ƙ˻ ɏ̠ǃā ƓȻ,  ̠ǀƼ Ɠǈá ƓŊǆá *ćxć˯ćǆ̠Ƥ ĉúāáā ĉ̇ĉĊ˵˸ˮǃå ćɆć˸ćƵ ċɆ˸Ƶåā ćèƓŊǀ˵˸ǃå ĉɆ˸ơ˯åā ĆßǑƬ ĉĊɆḪ ǑƼ ċɌŊǀ˻ƙ 
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 *ćÿƓ˸ȻǗå Ĉ̞ċsĉƽćơā Ǒ˟ Ƭ˦ Ĉ̞ċ˸˸ƙáā ć˥ć˴ć˲ǃå ćíƓǌĉ˱ǃå Ĉèċ̠ǋƓƞ ̠ƿā *ćæ̇ ƿ˯å ĉ̠ƿ Ǒǃǚ˲ǈå Ĉ̞ƿāā ŊǑǄƵ Ĉ̝˻ɜŊ˴ǃå ćɖɂïĈá
 ćƴ˻˸ƞ Ɇƕ ɊǀƼ ɏƓȻã Ǚ ýíƓƶǃå ĈÿƓĊȻ̠ǃå ŋæ̇ǃå ĉþ˦˻ǃå ćxǃî ǑƼ ĉǊȺ Ǒ˹ɂ̊˱ćȻ ɏ̆ǃå ĉýċ̠ƶǃå ĈɆ˻Ǆǂã Ǒǃ ĄƓl˦ ƽ˲ǆ Ǐǀˮǒ Ɠ˸ǈɀā

.ĄƓ˷Ȼá ǉćï˦ǌĈl ćÿ˦ŋˮĉ˲ĈȻ ć˥ǒ̆ǃå  

Gospel for the Sunday before the Theophany of Christ  

 ̞˹Ƴ Ʉˬƽ ɍ̟ǁä ̞Ɵǔǁ Ʉ˹˯ǆĈǕäǏǊǁĈǕä îʕǊɣǁä  
The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark (1:1-8). 
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  As it is written in the prophets, 
ñBehold, I send my messenger before thy face, who shall prepare thy way; the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness:   Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.ò  John the 
Baptizer appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins.  And there went out to him all the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and 
they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  Now John was clothed 
with camelôs hair, and had a leather girdle around his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey.  
And he preached, saying, ñAfter me comes he who is mightier than I, the thong of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.  I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.ò  

 ̠ǉƑ˞ǁä Ĉ̟˶˹ǂ˭ǁä ,Ĉ̠˳˹ ǁˬä Ǐǂ˹˯ǆǕä ̇ ƽ̠Ǆ Ĉ̇ȹ̞ƾǁä ĈæîƑ˳ȸ xǄ Ąˁɀ̠ƪ ĄɄ˴ƺ(̸ :̸- )̿. 
 ćxćǀɂ̇˟ ĈƐĊ˻ǌĈǒ ćxĉǌƞā ćþƓǆá Ǒǂǚǆ ąɆĉƪ̇Ĉǆ å̆ǈćßƓǋ ĉßƓ˻ˮǈǕå ǑƼ ąæ˦ ɜ˯ǆ ˦ǋ Ɠ˸Ḫ .Ȱ ĉ˥ƕå ĉƠ˻˴ ǃ˸å ć÷˦˴ Ȼ ĉɆ˻˱ ǈã Ĉß̠ƕ
 Ĉð̇ḧćɂā ĉƗĊɂĉĊ̇ćˮǃå ǑƼ Ĉ̠ĉĊ˸ƶĈȻ Ɠ˹ơ˦ǒ ÿƓḪ *ĄƗ˸ɂ˦ƿ ĈǊćǄĈˮƪ å˦Ǆƶƞåā ĉĊæ̇ǃå ćɖɂ̇˟ åāŋ̠Ƶá ĉƗɂ̇ˮǃå ǑƼ ĆìïƓƮ Ĉè˦Ʈ *ćxćǆåŊ̠Ĉƿ
 ǑƼ Ǌ˹ǆ ʕĈǌĈƶ˻˸ƞ ćÿā̠˸ ƶ˯˻Ƽ ćʕ˻ǄƬïāáā ĉƗȻí˦ǌ˻ǃå ĉ̠Ǆƕ ĉɆǋá Ĉƴ˻˸ƞ ĉǊ˻ǃã Ĉê̇˳ Ȼ ćÿƓḪā *ƓȻƓɣ˳ ǃå ĉÿå̇ƽƺǃ ĉƗɁ˦˯ǃå ĉƗȻí˦˸ƶ˸Ⱥ
 Ąåíå̇ƞ ĈɆǂƋɂā Ć̠Ǆƞ ˥ǆ ąƗćǀćɣ˹ĉǆ ĉǊɂ˦ǀćơ ǏǄƵā ĉɆƕǗå ć̇ćɁā Ĉ̨ćˮǄćǒ Ɠ˹ơ˦ǒ ćÿƓḪā *ʕǋƓȻƓɣ˳ Ⱥ ć˥˻Ƽ̇˯ƶĈǆ ĉĊÿíïǕå ĉ̇ǌćǈ
 ć̇˻ćƪ ŊɆĈơáā ćǑ˹˲ ǈá ÿá ŋɖ˲ ƪ˯á Ǚ Ɠǈáā ǑĊ˹ǆ Ɏ˦ƿá ˦ǋ ˥ǆ ɏ̠ƶȺ ǑƙƋȻ ĈǊŊǈã ĄǚƑƓƿ Ĉð̇ḧćȻ ÿƓḪā *ĄƓɂĉĊ̇ƕ Ąǚ˴Ƶā

.ñ̠ǀǃå ĉëā̇ǃƓȺ ʕǂĊ̠ĉ˸ćƶĈ˻Ƽ ˦ǋ ƓŊǆáā ĉßƓ˸ǃƓȺ ʕĈḧĈƙ̠Ŋ˸Ƶ Ɠǈá *ĉǊĉƑå̆ĉơ 

Megalynarion of the Leave-Taking of the Nativity (Tone One) 

Magi and shepherds came to worship Christ Who was born in the city of Bethlehem. 
Verily it is easier for us to endure silence since there is no dread danger therefrom for us. But 
because of our strong desire, O Virgin, and Mother of sameness, to indite well-balanced songs 
of praise, this becometh indeed onerous to us. Wherefore, grant us power to equal our natural 

inclination. 

.ʕċ˲ćǃ ć̞ċ˻ćƕ ǑƼ ĉí˦ǃċ˦ć˸ǃå ĉƠ˻˴ ć˸ċǄĉǃ åā̠Ĉ˱˴ć˻ĉǃ å˦ćƙá ċ̠ćƿ ĆçƓƵĈï ƴćǆ ąñ˦ ć˱ǆ 
 ć˳ǃå ŊÿǕ ÜĆ̇Ĉƙå˦ć˯ĉƕ ĄƗćǀĉƑǙ ćƠ˻ƕƓ˴ćƙ ĉxćǃ ćʕĈsċ˹ćǈ ċÿćá Ąå̠ĉƞ Ɠ˹ċ˻ćǄćƵ Ĉ̇Ĉ˴ċƶć˻ćǃ ĈǊŊǈã ÜĄƓƶćǆ ōþĈáā ąý˦ć˯ƕ ćǑǋ ċ˥ćǆ ƓȻ ćúċ˦ ĈïƓ˯ċ˳ćǈ Ɠ˹ĈǄćƶċ˱ćȻ 

Ɠ˹ĉǄċ˻ćǆ ĉïå̠ċǀĉ˸ĉȺ ĄçŊ˦Ĉƿ Ɠ˹˲˻ ć˹ċǆƓƼ ÜĄƓ˟Ɠ˵ćǈ Ɠ˹˻ǃċ˦Ĉ˻ćƼ ÜĈûċ˦Ŋ˵ǃå ƓĊǆáā ÜĉǊ˻Ƽ ć̇ćɣćƤ Ǚ Ĉ̟ċ˻ćơ Ĉ̇ć˴ċȻá ć˦ǋ ċîã Üć̞ċ˸Ŋ˶ǃå ǃã.ĉx˻  
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REMINDER 
 

 

In an effort to eliminate distractions, collection baskets will not be passed 
during the Divine Liturgy. Instead, we kindly ask you to make your     
donation or pledge before or after  service by placing it in the 
donation box at the entrance of the church.  Envelopes are 
available on both sides of the  donation box. Please keep this 
in mind since we depend on your contributions. Thank you for 
your generosity! 

Koinonikon for the Nativity (Tone Eight) 
The Lord hath sent redemption to his people.  Alleluia! 

!Ɠɂ˦ǄǄǋ . Ǌˮƶ˵ǃ ƓƮǚƤ æ̇ ǃå Ɇƪïá  

Instead of ñWe have seen the true lightéò, sing the Troparion of the Nativity  
(Tone Four) 

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they 
that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to know 

that from the east of the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!  

 ̝Ḫ˦ḧǃå ˥ǆ å˦˸Ǆƶƙ ǊȺ ̝ǂå˦ḧǄǃ ˥ǒ̠ƞƓ˴ǃå ÿǕ .ʕǃƓƶǃå ǑƼ ƗƼ̇ƶ˸ǃå ï˦ǈ û̇Ƭå ̠ƿ Ɠ˹ǌǃã Ơ˻˴ ǃ˸å Ɠǌǒá üíǚ˻ǆ
!xǃ̠˱ ǃ˸å æïƓȻ .̞ ƙ˻á ˦Ǆƶǃå ûïƓ˵ǆ ˥ǆ xǈá å˦Ƽ̇ƶȻ ÿáā .ý̠ƶǃå ̨ Ƭ˸ ƓȻ xǃ í˦˱ ǃ˴å  

Join us on                     

Saturday, January 6th for 

The Feast of Theophany 

with the Blessing of Water 

8:45 am - Orthros 

10:00 am - Liturgy  



Epistle Reading 
 

12/31:  Delia Haddad & John Andoun 

1/7:  Subdn. Matthew & Lamees Ammari 

 

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 

12/31: Karim and Isberans Hadwah & Family 

1/7:  Ghaleb and Rita Sweis & Family 

1/14:  Feras and Jackie Salman & Family 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 

signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. 

Itôs this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners 

at the end of the service. What better way to honor 

your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,          

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and 

it encourages fellowship among our community. 

Winter Food Drive 2017 
Food  Drive Grocery List: 

Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Jelly, Peanut Butter, Rice, Soup, Tuna, Stew, 

Canned Vegetables Canned Fruit, Mac & Cheese. 
 

Remember to bring items for the Food Drive this Sunday.         

Each Sunday School class will compete to raise the most food. 

The winning class will receive a Pizza Party! 

Sunday School Students should drop off their food items in one of the carts just outside 

of the Sunday Schoolõs main entrance (in the large hall way).  Each cart will be labeled by 

grade. 

Remembering the words of St. John Chrysostom: òIt is a  better thing to feed the hungry 
than to raise the dead.ó 

Pledge Envelopes & Calendars 
 

Please pick up your 2018 pledge    

envelope  and 2018 church calendar 

after Liturgy today. 

Teen SOYO Nights  
 

Starting January 16, 2018  
Teen SOYO Nights  
will take place Tuesday    

Evening. 
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Thurs Dec 28 7:00pm Open Gym 

Sat Dec 30 5:00pm Great Vespers (followed by confession) 

Sun Dec 31 8:45am Orthros 

 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

 5:00pm Orthros for the Circumcision and St. Basil  

 6:00pm Liturgy for the Circumcision and St. Basil  

 6:00pm Liturgy for the New Year 

Wed Jan 3 7:00pm Antiochian Women Meeting 

Thurs Jan 4 7:00pm Open Gym 

Fri Jan 5 8:45am Royal Hours for Theophany  

 10:00am Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil  

 6:30pm 3rd-8th Grade - BB Open Gym  

St. Mary Church 

Sat Jan 6 8:45am Orthros for Theophany  

 10:00am Liturgy for Theophany w/ the Blessing of Water  

 10:45am Arabic School 

 5:00pm Great Vespers (followed by confession) 

Sun Jan 7 8:45am Orthros 

 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

 11:30am Christian College Class 

Wed Jan 10 10:00am Morning Prayers 

 10:30am Arabic Bible Study 

 7:00pm Adult Christian Education Class 

The Holy Trinity/Salvation History  
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 ATTENTION ALL ALTAR SERVERS  

and PARENTS of ALTAR SERVERS 
 PARENTS PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE BELOW, AND INFORM 

YOUR CHILDREN WHO ARE SERVING  

(NOTE the new entrance to the  Holy Altar, and arrival time) 
 

ENTERING THE HOLY ALTAR:  
When entering the Holy Altar, no one is allowed to enter through the curtains of the Icono-
stas.  You MUST enter through the walkway BEHIND the Chanters/Choir to the far left of 
the church.  No one is allowed to enter through the Curtains of the Iconostas. 

ARRIVAL TIME:  The Divine Liturgy begins at 10am;  All Altar Boys MUST be in the 
Altar BEFORE 10am;  if you arrive late, you will be sent back to sit with your family. 

TEAMS: 
All Altar boys must follow the schedule of their Team.  Please only serve on those desig-

nated dates for your Team.  If thereôs a need for additional Altar Servers, the SubDeacons 

will ask you to serve. 

DRESSING for the Altar: 

Gym/Running shoes are not appropriate for the Holy Altar.  You must wear dress/casual 

shoes.  Also, no shorts or T-shirts are allowed. 

Morning - December 31 Team B: Sharbel Samawi, Anthony Haddad, Hashem Tadros, 
Yousef A. Tadros, Jacob Tadros, Yousef R. Tadros, Faris Tadros, Basil Tadros, David          
Alnemri,  Daniel Alnemri, Jaisingh Riske, Sharbel Alafnan, Michael Galuszynski, Nicholas 
Abu-Manneh, Sleman Shaheen, Gus Bousheh, Nicholas Bousheh, Abraham Sweis, Ryan   
Alhourani, Adrian Alhourani, Nicholas Alsweis, Mark Salman, Michael Salman. 

Evening - December 31 Team A & B: Murad Salman, David Sweiss, Michael Sweiss, Kyse 
Dahdal, Joseph Haddad, Rami Sweis, Saleem Swaiss, Samer Sweis, Christian Sweis, Charlie 
Sayeg, Malik Tadros, Ameer Tadros, Faris Makhamreh, Issa Khoury, Philip Haddad, Yazen 
Swaiss, Yanal Swaiss, Joseph Fallouh, Abdallah Sweis, Jordan Haddad, Sharbel Samawi, 
Anthony Haddad, Hashem Tadros, Yousef A. Tadros, Jacob Tadros, Yousef R. Tadros, Faris 
Tadros, Basil Tadros, David Alnemri,  Daniel Alnemri, Jaisingh Riske, Sharbel Alafnan,   
Michael  Galuszynski, Nicholas Abu-Manneh, Sleman Shaheen, Gus Bousheh, Nicholas 
Bousheh, Abraham Sweis, Ryan Alhourani, Adrian Alhourani, Nicholas Alsweis, Mark    
Salman, Michael Salman. 
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St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights  
 

Adult Christian Education Series  
 

Fall 2017 and Spring 2018 

 

Session and dates (Wed. evenings)              Topic 
 
Fall Session I:  Sep. 20 through Oct. 25   Sources of Christian Doctrine 
 
Fall Session  II:  Nov. 8 through Dec.13  The Symbol of Faith: Nicaean Creed 
 
Spring Session I:  Jan. 10 through Feb. 14  The Holy Trinity / Salvation History 
 
Spring Session II:  April 18 through May 23   The Bible: Old & New Testaments 

 
 

ñKNOWLEDGE IS POWER!ò 
Whoever has will be given more, and they 
will have an abundance. Whoever does not 
have, even what they have will be taken 

from themò   -Matt 13:12 

 

Everyone age 18 and older is invited to enrich their faith and knowledge 
of the Orthodox Church. Class begins promptly at 7:00pm and will     
conclude at 8:30pm. 
 

THE CLASSES ARE FREE. Materials will be provided to all attendees.   
See schedule below. 
 

Itôs never too late to sign-up and attend any session. 

If you have any questions please email Fr. Mousa at fr.mousa@gmail.com. 
Register at https://form.jotformpro.com/72574628845974  

https://form.jotformpro.com/72574628845974
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St. Mary and St. Spyridon will be hosting  
Open Gym Night and invite all 3rd thru 8th graders to 
come out and play.  Open Gym will start Friday,  

November 10th through February 16th. Starting from 
6:30pm to 8:00pm. Please call Subdn. John at  

908-370-8632 to sign up.  This is a great way to have fun 
and meet new people.  
 See schedule below.  

St. Spyridon 
Hosting the following dates: 

 
Friday, January 12 

Friday, January 19 

Friday, February 16 

St. Mary 
Hosting the following dates: 

 
Friday, January 5 

Friday, January 26 

Friday, February 9 

 

Basketball Open Gym  
3rd-8th Grade  
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Basketball League  
When: Every Saturday  

(January 27 - March 10, 2018) 
 

Where: St. Maryõs Gym 
 

Time: 1:30 - 3:30 
 

Cost: $50/per person 
 

Ages: 8 -14 years old 
 

Registration will begin December 17, 2017. 

If you have any questions please contact Subdn. John Andoun at  
youthpastor@stmaryoc.org or Nidal Haddad at atlethics@stmaryoc.org. 
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Weekly Synaxarion 

On December 31 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we take leave 
of the Nativity of Christ, and we commemorate our Venerable 
Mother Melania the Younger of Rome; Hieromartyr Zotikos 
of Rome, the friend of orphans; and Blessed Theophylact, 
Archbishop of Ochrid.  On the Sunday after the Nativity of 
Christ, we commemorate the holy and just Ancestors of God: 
Joseph the Betrothed of the Holy Virgin, our Lady the Theoto-
kos; James the Brother of the Lord and the First Bishop of   
Jerusalem; and  David the Prophet and King. David commit-
ted adultery and murder, yet God forgave him and glorified 
him above all the kings of Israel. He gave him the great grace 
to compose the most beautiful penitential prayers (the Psalms) 
and to prophesy the coming of Christ. Thus, God was not 
ashamed to take upon Himself flesh from Davidôs seed. God 
designated Joseph to protect the Most-holy Virgin, and        
imparted to him great honor in the plan of the salvation of 
mankind. Although Joseph was of the royal lineage of David, 
he was a humble carpenter in Nazareth.  At the age of 80,    
Joseph took the Most-holy Virgin from the Temple in           
Jerusalem and into his home. He entered into rest at the age of 
110. The Apostle James is called the ñBrother of the Lordò  
because he was the son of the righteous Joseph the Betrothed. 
James greatly loved Jesus and, according to tradition, he   
traveled to Egypt with the Most-holy Virgin and Joseph, when 
Herod sought to slay the newborn King. By their holy          
intercessions, O God, have mercy upon us and save us. Amen. 
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 All proceeds from advertisements support St. Mary Church 
  

  

  

  

  

Please support all sponsors who appear in this bulletin 

Call us at (708)430-7008 or visit http://ramallahjewelry.com/ 

http://www.ramallahjewelry.com/
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 All proceeds from advertisements support St. Mary Church 

Please support all sponsors who appear in this bulletin 

  

  

  

  

 http://www.utbhome.com 

  снлȊŀƛŘ 
½ŀƛŘ ¢ŀƴƴƻǳǎ IŀƛǊ {ŀƭƻƴ 

  15547 S. 71st Ct.  

Orland Park , IL 60462 

(331) 645-3448 

zaid.salon@yahoo.com  

 

Professional Hair Stylist 

   

708-496-3344  866-912-9802  

8230 S. Harlem Avenue - Bridgeview, IL 60455   

  

John F. Hann Sr - Owner 
johnsr@hannfuneralhome.com  

Burial  Pre-Planning Shipping Services Å Å 

3-31-17 3-31-18 

 

The defense of Federal & State criminal cases & 
The prosecution of significant personal injury matters 

 
708.361.2200   www.EannaceLaw.com 

  

 Dresses for all  
your special occasions  
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ElegantCoutureBoutique  Elegant_Couture www.ElegantCouture.com  

http://www.utbhome.com
mailto:zaid.salon@yahoo.com
mailto:zaid.salon@yahoo.com
mailto:zaid.salon@yahoo.com
http://www.hsplegal.com/
http://www.royalberryrestaurant.com/
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com/
mailto:johnsr@hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
mailto:johnsr@hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
mailto:www.johnsr@hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
mailto:johnsr@hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
mailto:johnsr@hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
mailto:www.johnsr@hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.countryfinancial.com/robert.sweiss

