
   
    

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH  
The Self -Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America  

  

òThe disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.ó (Acts 11:26) 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org) 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

  
St. Mary Parish Clergy 
V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Rev. Fr. Danial Doss (OCA) 

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani 

Subdn. John Andoun, Youth Director 
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Luai Sweiss - Chairman 
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Jason Haddad - Treasurer 

Scott Abdo - Financial Secretary 

John Eannace - Secretary 

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Magida Abudayyeh  

Nidal Al-Farah 

Natalie Salman 

Rashid Sweis 

 
Parish Ministries 
Sunday School - Philip Riske 

SOYO - Jehan Tadros 

YAM - Marram Salman 

Antiochian Women - Nihad Sweis 

Fundraising - Rashid Sweis 

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 

OCLife - Nancy Cannon 

Fishers of Men - John Eannace 

Athletics - Nidal Haddad 

Choir - Michael Rascia 

Chanters - Khaled Salman, Faris 

Samawi and Danny Haddad 

Webmaster - Sana Sweis 

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss 

 
Office 
May Sweis 
office@stmaryoc.org 
 
Church Hall Rental 
Call the church office or email our 
Office Administrator 

December 17th 2017 
Sunday of the Forefathers (Ancestors) of Christ  

  ˣ˹˲ȹ˕ƾǁä ìä˕ƜǓä ˕Ɵà 

 

Weekly Schedule of Services: 

Saturday Great Vespers 5:00pm 

(Confessions heard after Great Vespers) 

Sunday Orthros 8:45am followed by Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

Wednesday Morning Prayers followed by Arabic Bible Study 10:00am 

Check our website for feast day services and all other services 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a ñWelcome Packet.ò 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Changes in the Liturgy 

ðä˕ƾǁä Ǐƺ çä̠ ˹˹ƸƗ  
Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia. 

 .Ɠɂ˦ǄǄǋ :xǃ Ɇƙ̇˹ǃ Üèå˦ǆǙå ˥˻ƕ ˥ǆ þƓƿ ˥ǆ ƓȻ Ȱ ˥ƕå ƓȻ Ɠ˹˶ ǄƤ ÜƓ˹ǌǃåā Ɠ˹ḧǄǆ Ơ˻˴ Ǆ˸ǃ ƴḪ̇ǈā ̠˱ ˴˹ǃ ĈʕǄǋ 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Three) 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His 
own arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and become the first-born from the dead. 
He hath delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.  

 ć̇ċɜĉȺ ćïƓƮā ĉè˦ ǃ˸ƓȺ ćè˦ ǃ˸å ćƐĉ˟āā Üĉǉĉ̠ƵƓ˴ĉȺ Ąå̊ĉƵ ćƴć˹Ʈ Ŋæ̇ǃå ŊÿǕ .èƓ˻ưïǕå ĈƝĉǌ˯ˮƙā ĈèƓɂāƓ˸˴ǃå ĉë̇ċƽć˯ĉǃ
.Ǐ˸ ƶsǃå ćƗ˸ơ̇ǃå ćʕǃƓƶǃå ćƠć˹ćǆā .ĉʕ˲˻ ǃ˱å ĉúċ˦ćƞ ċ˥ĉǆ Ɠǈć̆ćǀǈáā .ĉèå˦ǆǕå 

Troparion of the Forefathers (Tone Two) 

Thou hast justified by faith the ancient Forefathers, and through them Thou hast gone before 
and betrothed unto Thyself the Church of the Gentiles. Let the saints, therefore, take pride in 
glory; for from their seed sprouted forth a noble fruit, and she it was who gave birth to Thee 

without seed. Wherefore, by their pleadings, O Christ God, save our souls.  

ǃå ć̞ċˮćɣć˳Ƽ ć̞ċǀćˮƪ ċʕĉǌĉɁā ,ßƓǆ̠ǀǃå ćßƓȺǓå ĉÿƓ˸ȻǗƓȺ ć̞˻Ḫð ̠ǀǃƗ˴˻˹ḧ  ,ĉ̠˸˱ǃƓȺ ćÿ˦ Ȼ˴̠ǀǃå ĉ̇ĉ˳ć˯ċƽć˻ċǄƼ .ʕǆǕå ˥ǆ Ǒ˯ǃå
 ċ̋ĉĊǄćƤ ǊǃǗå ĈƠ˻˴ ǃ˸å Ɠǌŋǒá ʕĉǌĉƙǚĈƪć˦ć˯ˮƼ  .Ć÷ċïð ĉ̇˻ƺȺ ćxċƙć̠ǃā Ǒ˯ǃå ŋþǕå ˦ǋā  .ą̝˴˻ơ ą̇˸ƛ ćƴć˹ǒá ċʕĉǌĉƵċïð ˥ǆ ŊÿǕ

 .Ɠ˹ƪ˦ƽǈ 

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling 
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the   Mother 

of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.  

 Ǐǃã ĉ̞ċǄǀ˯ǈå ĉxǈǕ .ǊǃǗå ćç̠ǃåā ƓȻ ĉǊĉ˯Ḫ̇ƙā ćʕǃƓƶǃå ĉ̞ċǄć˸ǋá Ɠǆ ĉüĉíƓƿï ǑƼā Ɠǌĉ˯˹Ʈā ćƗ˻ǃ˦ˮ˯ǃå ĉ̞ċsĉƽơ ĉüĉíǚ˻ǆ ǑƼ
Ɠ˹ćƪ˦ƽǈ ĉè˦ ǃ˸å ˥ǆ ɏ̆ǀǈá ĉxĉƙƓƵƓƽ˵ˮƼ .çƓ˻˲ǃå ŋþá xǈá Ɠ˸Ⱥ çƓ˻˲ǃå.  
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Kontakion of the Forefeast of the Nativity (Tone Three) 

Today the Virgin cometh unto the cave to give birth to the Word who was born before all      
ages, begotten in a manner that defies description.  Rejoice, therefore, O universe if thou 
shouldst hear and glorify with the Angels and the shepherds. Glorify Him who by His will 

shall become a new-born Babe and who is our God before the ages.  

 Ɠǌ˯ǒá Ǒĉơć̇ƼƓƼ ÜƓǌƕ ɖćɣċ˹Ĉǒ Ǚā ̇Ŋ˴ćƽĈƙ Ǚ ĄçíǙā Üĉï˦Ĉǋŋ̠ǃå ćɆċˮƿ ɏ̆ǃå ÜƗ˸Ǆḧǃå ć̠ĉǄć˯ĉǃ  ÜçïƓƺ˸ǃå Ǐǃã ǑƙƋƙ ßåï̆ƶǃå ćþ˦˻ǃå
 ćɆċˮƿ ɏ̆ǃå ąǊǃǗå ˦ǋā Ąå̠ǒ̠ƞ Ąǚċƽ˟ ĉǊĉ˯ć˭˵˻ Ⱥ˸ Ĉ̇ćǌċsć˻ćƪ ɏ̆ǃå ÜçƓƵ̇ǃåā ĉƗḧƑǚ˸ǃå ćƴǆ ɏ̠Ċ˱ǆā Üĉ̞ċƶĉ˸ćƪ åîã Ɨǈ˦ɜ˴ ǃ˸å

 .ï˦Ĉǋŋ̠ǃå 
Epistle for the Sunday of the Forefathers  

 ˣ˹˲ȹ˕ƾǁä ìä˕ƜǓä ˕ƟǓ ƕǁƑƨ˗ǁä 
Blessed are thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers! 
For Thou are just in all that Thou hast done to us! 
The Reading is from Saint Paul's Letter to the Colossians (3:4-11). 
Brethren, when Christ, who is our life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 

covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these, the wrath of God is coming upon the 

sons of disobedience. In these you once walked, when you lived in them.  But now put them 

all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth.  Do not lie to one      

another, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its practices and have put on the new 

nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its Creator.  Here there cannot 

be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but 

Christ is all, and in all.  

!Ɠ˹ĉƑƓȺá ĈǊǃå ŋæïƓȻ ć̞ǈá ąüïƓˮǆ 

!Ɠć˹ĉƕ ć̞ċƶć˹Ʈ Ɠǆ ĉĊɆĈḪ ǑƼ ąýċ̠Ƶ ćxǈǕ   
 Ǐĉ˲ćǁʕḨ ĈɄǉà Ǎǁâ Ĉüʕƨ̠ǁä Ć̇ǁʕƓ Ĉ̇ȹ̞ƾǁä ĈƕǁƑƨî xǄ ĄɄ˴ƺ(̺ :̻-̸)̸. 

 Ǒ˯ǃå ʕǂćßƓ˷Ƶá å˦˻˯ǆƋƼ *ĉ̠˸˱ǃå ǑƼ ĈǊćƶǆ Ć̆˻˹˭ơ ćÿā̇ćǌċsćƙ ĄƓ˷Ȼá ʕĈ˯ǈƋƼ Ɠ˹ĈƙƓ˻ơ ˦ǋ ɏ̆ǃå ĈƠ˻˴ ǃ˸å ć̇ćǌl Ǐ˯ǆ Ĉç˦Ƥå ƓȻ
 ǑƙƋȻ ĉǉĉ̆ǋ ĉɆċƞǕ ĈǊŊǈǕ *Ć˥ćƛćā ĈçíƓˮƵ ˦ǋ ɏ̆ǃå ćƴć˸ɣǃåā ćƗć˭ǒí̇ǃå ćçć˦ċǌ˵ǃåā Ɏ˦ǌǃåā ćƗƪƓ˱Ŋ˹ǃåā Ǐćǈĉ̊ǃå ĉôïǕå ǏǄƵ

 ĈʕĈ˯˹Ḫ ċîã ĄƓ˹˻ơ ʕĈ˯ċḧćǄƪ ĄƓ˷ċȻá ʕ˯ǈá ĉǉĉ̆ǋ ǑƼā *ĉÿƓ˻ċ˶ĉƶǃå ĉßƓ˹ƕá ǏǄƵ ĉȰ Ĉ̝ć˷ƹ   ĄƓ˷Ȼá ʕĈ˯ǈƋƼ ćÿǓå ƓŊǆá *Ɠǌ˻Ƽ ć˥˵˻ƑƓƵ
 ĉɆƕ ĄƓ˷ƶȺ ʕĈɜĈ˷ƶȺ Ĉæĉ̆ɜȻ Ǚā *ʕĈɜĉǋå˦Ƽá ˥ǆ ćƠ˻ˮǀǃå ćþǚḧǃåā ć˃Ȼ̠˱ ǃ˯åā ć̟ċˮĈ˳ċǃåā ćɊċ˳Ĉ˴ǃåā ć̝ć˷ƺǃå ŊɆĈḧǃå å˦Ĉơć̇˟å
 ć̨ċ˻ǃ Ĉ̟˻ơ *ĉǊĉǀĉǃƓƤ ĉçï˦Ʈ ǏǄƵ ĉƗƼ̇ƶ˸Ǆǃ ĈíŊ̠˯˱ǒ ɏ̆ǃå ć̠ǒ̠˱ǃå ćÿƓ˴ǈǗå å˦Ĉ˴ćˮǃåā *ĉǊĉǃƓ˸Ƶá ƴǆ ćɖ˻˯ƶǃå ćÿƓ˴ǈǗå å˦ĈƶćǄƤå
 ǑƼā ĆßǑƬ ŋɆḪ ˦ǋ ĈƠ˻˴ ǃ˸å ĉɆƕ ō̇Ĉơ Ǚā ą̠ˮƵ Ǚ ōǑ˰˻ɜƪå Ǚā ōɏ̇Ɂ̇ƕ Ǚ ąɄćǄćƿ Ǚā ąÿƓ˯ĉƤ Ǚ ōɏí˦ǌǒ Ǚā ōǑǈƓǈ˦ǒ

.ĉƴ˻˸ ǃ˱å  



 

4 

Gospel for the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers   

  ˣ˹˲ȹ˕ƾǁä ìä˕ƜǓä ˕Ɵǔǁ Ʉ˹˯ǆǕä 
The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (14:16-24).  
The Lord spoke this parable: ñA man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and at the 
time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, óCome; for all is 
now ready.ô  But, one by one, they all began to make excuses. The first said to him, óI have 
bought a field, and I must go out and see it; I pray you, have me excused.ô  And another said, 
óI have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.ô  
And another said, óI have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.ô So the servant came 
and reported this to his master. Then the householder in anger said to his servant, óGo out 
quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and blind and 
lame.ô And the servant said, óSir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.ô 
And the master said to the servant, óGo out to the highways and hedges, and compel people to 
come in, that my house may be filled.  For I tell you, none of those men who were invited 
shall taste my banquet.ô For many are called, but few are chosen.ò   

 Ĉ̠˳˹ ǁˬä ĈĉǏǂ˹˯ǆǕä Ƒƽʕǁ Ĉ̇ȹ̞ƾǁä ĈæîƑ˳ȸ xǄ Ąˁɀ̠ƪ ĄɄ˴ƺ Û) ̠ǉƑ˞ǁä Ĉ̟˶˹ǂ˭ǁäČď:Čđ-čď.(   
 Ĉý˦ùùǀùȻ ĉßƓù˵ùƶùǃå ĉƗùùƵƓùƪ ǑùƼ Ĉǉć̠ùċˮùƵ ɆùùćƪïƋùƼ *˥ùɂ̇ù˻ù˰ùḪ ƓùùćƵćíā ĄƓù˸ù˻ùĉsùćƵ ĄßƓùù˵ćƵ ćƴùć˹ùćƮ ąÿƓù˴ǈã .Ɇùć˰ùùć˸ùċǃå å̆ùǋ ŋæ̇ùǃå ćýƓùƿ

Ƭå ̠ƿ ĈýāǕå ĈǊćǃ ćýƓǀƼ .ÿ˦Ĉƽċƶć˯ċ˴ćȻ ą̠ĉơå˦Ƽ ą̠ĉơåā ʕĈǌŋǄĈḪ ćɖĉƽćɣćƼ *Ŋ̠ĉƵĈá ̠ćƿ ĆßǑƬ ŊɆĈḪ ŊÿƎƼ åĈ˦ĈǃƓƶƙ ć˥ɂĊ˦ĈƵċ̠ć˸ċǄĉǃ ċɂ̇˯ Ǚā Ąǚùċǀùćơ Ĉ̞
 ĉĊ̇ùćƞĈǕ ĆôƓùǆ Ɠùǈáā Ć̇ùćǀùćȺ ĉ˥ùǒíå̠ùƼ ćƗùć˴ùċ˸ùćƤ Ĉ̞ùċɂ̇ù˯Ƭå ĉ̠ćƿ Ĉ̇ćƤǓå ćýƓƿā *Ǒ˹ć˻ĉƽċƶćƙ ċÿá ćxĈǃƋƪƋƼ Ĉǉć̇Ĉsǈáā ćêĈ̇ċƤćá ċÿá Ǒǃ Ŋ̠ĈƕùćɁ Ɠùǌ
 ćxùĉǃ̆ùƕ Ĉǉć̠ĉĊ˻ƪ ć̇ćˮƤáā Ĉ̠ċˮćƶǃå ǏćƙćƋƼ *ćßǑƞá ċÿá Ĉƴ˻ɣ ć˯ƪá Ǚ ćxĉǃ̆ǄƼ Ąçá̇ǆå Ĉ̞ċƞā̊ƙ ̠ƿ Ĉ̇ćƤǓå ýƓƿā *Ǒ˹ć˻ĉƽċƶćƙ ċÿá ćxĈǃƋƪƋƼ *
 ċ̠ùĈ˱ùċǃåā ć˥ù˻ùǂƓù˴ù˸ùǃå ĉɆùĉƤċíćáā Ɠùǌùĉ˯ùŊƿĉðáā ĉƗù˹ùǒ̠ù˸ùǃå ĉ÷ĉïå˦ùƬ Ǐùǃã ĄƓùƶùɂ̇ùćƪ ċêĈ̇ùċƤĈá ĉǉĉ̠ùċˮùćƶùĉǃ ćýƓùƿā ĉ̞ùċ˻ùˮùǃå ŋæćï ć̝ĉ˷ćƹ Ć̆ĉ˭˲˻˹Ƽ ć÷
 ĉ̠ùċˮùƶùǄùǃ Ĉ̠ùĉĊ˻ù˴ǃå ćýƓùǀùƼ *ōɆùć˲ùćǆ ĄƓù˷Ȼá Ǐùǀùˮùɂā ǊùȺ ćèċ̇ćǆá Ɠǆ ćǑĉ˷Ĉƿ ̠ƿ Ĉ̠ĉĊ˻ćƪ ƓȻ Ĉ̠ċˮƶǃå ćýƓǀƼ *Ɠć˹Ĉǌćǋ Ǐǃã ćêċ̇Ĉƶǃåā ćÿƓ˻˸Ĉƶǃåā 
 ǑùĉƑƓù˵Ƶ Ĉûā̆ùǒ Ǚ ĈǊùŊǈã ċʕùĈḧùćǃ Ĉý˦ùƿá ǑùĉĊǈĉƎùƼ*Ǒùĉ˯ùċ˻ùƕ ƐùĉǄć˯ċ˸ćȻ Ǐ˯ơ ĉý˦Ƥ̠ǃå Ǐǃã ʕĈǋċïĉ̇ćɣưåā ĉƗć˱ĉ˻ƪǕåā ĉûĈ̇Ĉɣǃå Ǐǃã ċêĈ̇ċƤĈá

.ÿ˦ĈǄ˻ĉǄćƿ ć˥ɂïƓ˯˳Ĉ˸ċǃåā ćÿā̇˻ Ḫ˰ ć˥ɂĉĊ˦Ƶ̠ ǃ˸å ŊÿǕ *˥ɂĉĊ˦Ƶ̠ ǃ˸å ĉýƓćƞĉ̇ǃå ćxĉ˭ǃāá ċ˥ĉǆ ą̠ćơá  

REMINDER 
 

 

In an effort to eliminate distractions, collection baskets will not be passed 
during the Divine Liturgy. Instead, we kindly ask you to make your     
donation or pledge before or after  service by placing it in the 
donation box at the entrance of the church.  Envelopes are 
available on both sides of the  donation box. Please keep this 
in mind since we depend on your contributions. Thank you for 
your generosity! 



Epistle Reading 
 

12/17:  Fabiola Sweis & Nour Swaiss 

12/24:  Elaine Riadi & Rima Sleiman (morning) 

12/24: Majed Makhamreh & Nicholas AlSweis 
(evening) 

 

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 

12/17:  Mansour Tadros & Family   

12/24:  Rudiana Swais & Family 

12/31: Karim and Isberans Hadwah & Family 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 

signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. 

Itôs this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners 

at the end of the service. What better way to honor 

your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,          

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and 

it encourages fellowship among our community. 

Winter Food Drive 2017 
Food  Drive Grocery List: 

Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Jelly, Peanut Butter, Rice, Soup, Tuna, Stew, 

Canned Vegetables Canned Fruit, Mac & Cheese. 
 

Remember to bring items for the Food Drive this Sunday.         

Each Sunday School class will compete to raise the most food. 

The winning class will receive a Pizza Party! 

Sunday School Students should drop off their food items in one of the carts just outside 

of the Sunday Schoolõs main entrance (in the large hall way).  Each cart will be labeled by 

grade. 

Remembering the words of St. John Chrysostom: òIt is a  better thing to feed the hungry 
than to raise the dead.ó 

Get Your Christmas 
Cookies Today! 

 
 
 
 
 
The Antiochian Women are 
having a Ghribeh Sale this 

Sunday, December 17th 

Immediately after Liturgy 

1 Year Memorial 

Nahil Tadros  

Memory Eternal! 
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Thurs Dec 14 7:00pm Open Gym 

Fri Dec 15 6:30pm 3rd-8th BB Open Gym - St. Spyridon  

 6:30pm Nativity Compline  

Sat Dec 16 10:45am Arabic School 

 5:00pm Great Vespers (followed by confession) 

 6:00pm Marching Band Practice 

Sun Dec 17 8:45am Orthros 

 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

 10:00am Sunday School 

 11:30am Basketball League Registration (ages 8-14) 

 11:30am Ghribeh Sale  

Wed Dec 20 9:00am Orthros for St. Ignatius of Antioch 

 10:00am Liturgy for St. Ignatius of Antioch 

 11:00am Arabic Bible Study 

Thurs Dec 21 7:00pm Open Gym 

Fri Dec 22 10:00am Royal Hours for the Nativity 

Sat Dec 23 5:00pm Great Vespers (followed by confession) 

Sun Dec 24 8:45am Orthros 

 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

 5:00pm Othros for the Feast of the Nativity of Christ 

 6:00pm Liturgy for the Feast of the Nativity of Christ 

Wed Dec 27 9:00am Orthros for St. Stephen the First-Martyr  

 10:00am Liturgy for St. Stephen the First-Martyr  

 11:00am Arabic Bible Study 

 7:00pm Mentorship Program 
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Sun Dec 17 1:00pm CPR Training for SOYO Advisors 

Wed Dec 20 6:30pm Parent Orientation for SOYO Christmas Retreat 

Thurs - Sat 

Dec 28-30 
All Day SOYO Christmas Retreat 

Tues Jan 23 6:30pm Teen SOYO Resumes 

 

Important: Mark your Calendars for Christmas Liturgy  
Important! Please mark your calendars for the Christmas Liturgy. Orthros 
will begin at 5pm followed by Liturgy at 6pm, Sunday  December 24th. How 
can we truly celebrate Christmas if we skip out on Christmas Liturgy? The 
Christmas season is a very busy time, & we have plans to be with friends & 
family. But, we must learn to set our priorities straight, so schedule your 
gatherings around the Christmas Liturgy. Can you imagine having a birth-
day party without the birthday boy?! Thatõs exactly what we do when we 
donõt attend Christmas Liturgy. Let us begin to change the secularization of 
Christmas & bring Christ back into the picture by remembering the reason 
for the season. We look forward to seeing you all at Christmas Liturgy. God 
bless! 

Starting January 16, 2018 Teen SOYO nights will take 
place Tuesday Evening. 
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John 12:26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant 

be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 

 

December 24 Team A: Murad Salman, David Sweiss, Michael Sweiss, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph 
Haddad, Rami Sweis, Saleem Swaiss, Samer Sweis, Christian Sweis, Charlie Sayeg, Malik 
Tadros, Ameer Tadros, Faris Makhamreh, Issa Khoury, Philip Haddad, Yazen Swaiss, Yanal 
Swaiss, Joseph  Fallouh, Abdallah Sweis, Jordan Haddad. 

ATTENTION ALL ALTAR SERVERS  

and PARENTS of ALTAR SERVERS 
 PARENTS PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE BELOW, AND INFORM 

YOUR CHILDREN WHO ARE SERVING  

(NOTE the new entrance to the  Holy Altar, and arrival time) 
 

ENTERING THE HOLY ALTAR:  
When entering the Holy Altar, no one is allowed to enter through the curtains of the Icono-
stas.  You MUST enter through the walkway BEHIND the Chanters/Choir to the far left of 
the church.  No one is allowed to enter through the Curtains of the Iconostas. 

ARRIVAL TIME:  The Divine Liturgy begins at 10am;  All Altar Boys MUST be in the 
Altar BEFORE 10am;  if you arrive late, you will be sent back to sit with your family. 

TEAMS: 
All Altar boys must follow the schedule of their Team.  Please only serve on those desig-

nated dates for your Team.  If thereôs a need for additional Altar Servers, the SubDeacons 

will ask you to serve. 

DRESSING for the Altar: 

Gym/Running shoes are not appropriate for the Holy Altar.  You must wear dress/casual 

shoes.  Also, no shorts or T-shirts are allowed. 

 

December 17 Team B: Sharbel Samawi, Anthony Haddad, Hashem Tadros, Yousef A. 
Tadros, Jacob Tadros, Yousef R. Tadros, Faris Tadros, Basil Tadros, David Alnemri,  Daniel 
Alnemri, Jaisingh Riske, Sharbel Alafnan, Michael Galuszynski, Nicholas Abu-Manneh, 
Sleman Shaheen, Gus Bousheh, Nicholas Bousheh, Abraham Sweis, Ryan Alhourani, Adrian          
Alhourani, Nicholas Alsweis, Mark Salman, Michael Salman. 
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St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights  
 

Adult Christian Education Series  
 

Fall 2017 and Spring 2018 

 

Session and dates (Wed. evenings)              Topic 
 
Fall Session I:  Sep. 20 through Oct. 25   Sources of Christian Doctrine 
 
Fall Session  II:  Nov. 8 through Dec.13  The Symbol of Faith: Nicaean Creed 
 
Spring Session I:  Jan. 10 through Feb. 14  The Holy Trinity / Salvation History 
 
Spring Session II:  April 18 through May 23   The Bible: Old & New Testaments 

 
 

ñKNOWLEDGE IS POWER!ò 
Whoever has will be given more, and they 
will have an abundance. Whoever does not 
have, even what they have will be taken 

from themò   -Matt 13:12 

 

Everyone age 18 and older is invited to enrich their faith and knowledge 
of the Orthodox Church. Class begins promptly at 7:00pm and will     
conclude at 8:30pm. 
 

THE CLASSES ARE FREE. Materials will be provided to all attendees.   
See schedule below. 
 

Itôs never too late to sign-up and attend any session. 

If you have any questions please email Fr. Mousa at fr.mousa@gmail.com. 
Register at https://form.jotformpro.com/72574628845974  

https://form.jotformpro.com/72574628845974
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The  Young Adult Ministry  invites you to  

Christmas  Gathering  
 

Saturday, December 16th, 2017 

6:30 p.m. in the Nadi 
 

It is finally that time of year!  

Wear your ugliest Christmas sweater & bring your favorite Lenten dish 

to share.  

 

There will be tons of fun games, Ugly Christmas Sweater contest, and 

yummy Lenten food!  

 
This year we will not have a grab bag, but instead we would like you to bring a 

$10 donation! All proceeds from this event will be donated to the IOCC!  
 

Please bring a potluck dish!  

Ages 18 and older are welcome to join us!   

 
Questions? Please contact Marram Salman at (708)307-7473. 

 
òAnd the angel said unto them, ôFear not: behold I bring you good tidings of great joy which will 

be to all people, unto you is born this day a Savior which is Christ the Lord.õó Luke 2:11 
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St. Mary and St. Spyridon will be hosting  
Open Gym Night and invite all 3rd thru 8th graders to 
come out and play.  Open Gym will start Friday,  

November 10th through February 16th. Starting from 
6:30pm to 8:00pm. Please call Subdn. John at  

908-370-8632 to sign up.  This is a great way to have fun 
and meet new people.  
 See schedule below.  

St. Spyridon 
Hosting the following dates: 

 
Friday, December 15 

Friday, January 12 

Friday, January 19 

Friday, February 16 

St. Mary 
Hosting the following dates: 

 
Friday, January 5 

Friday, January 26 

Friday, February 9 

 

Basketball Open Gym  
3rd-8th Grade  
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Basketball League  
When: Every Saturday  

(January 27 - March 10, 2018) 
 

Where: St. Maryõs Gym 
 

Time: 1:30 - 3:30 
 

Cost: $50/per person 
 

Ages: 8 -14 years old 
 

Registration will begin December 17, 2017. 

If you have any questions please contact Subdn. John Andoun at  
youthpastor@stmaryoc.org or Nidal Haddad at atlethics@stmaryoc.org. 
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If you are interested in nominating yourself or another 
person for St. Maryõs Parish Council, please let any 
member of the Parish Council know by Sunday,       
December 17th. Nominations will not be considered  
after that date.  
 

Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will take 
place Sunday, January 14th immediately following the 
Divine Liturgy. Mark your calendars and make every 
effort to attend.  
 

Please make sure your 2017 pledge is paid in full by 
Sunday, December 17th, so that you can participate in 
the General Assembly.  
 

Thanks and God bless!  
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Weekly Synaxarion 

On December 17 in the Holy Orthodox Church we         
commemorate the holy Prophet Daniel and the Three Holy 
Youths Ananias, Azarias and Mishael; Dionysios of Zakyn-
thos, the wonderworker; and the New Martyrs Paisios the   
hieromonk and his disciple Habakkuk the deacon of        
Belgrade. On this day we celebrate the Sunday of the Holy 
Forefathers (Ancestors) of our Lord Jesus. We remember all 
the holy Patriarchs of the Old Testament who prefigured or 
foretold Christ: Adam the first Father, Enoch, Melchizedek, 
Abraham, the friend of God, Isaac, the fruit of the Promise, 
Jacob and the twelve patriarchs. We then commemorate 
those who lived under the Law: Moses, Aaron, Joshua,  
Samuel, David, and the Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, and   
Ezekiel; the twelve minor prophets; Elijah, Elisha, Zachari-
ah, and John the Baptist; and finally the Virgin Mary, the   
intermediary between mankind and her divine Son. Indeed, 
the Lord Jesus did not come to abolish the Law and the 
Prophets, but to redeem humanity which bemoaned the 
weight of evil since Adam; to realize the promise made to 
Abraham; to change the Law of Fear into the Law of Love; 
and to give Resurrection and Life to mankind. This feast  
prepares us for the Nativity of Jesus Christ, placing before 
us the anticipation and hope for His coming among us. By 
the intercessions of Thy Saints, O God, have mercy upon us. 
Amen. 


