
   
    

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH  
The Self -Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America  

  

òThe disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.ó (Acts 11:26) 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org) 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

  
St. Mary Parish Clergy 
V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Rev. Fr. Danial Doss (OCA) 

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani 

Subdn. John Andoun, Youth Director 
 
Parish Council 
Luai Sweiss - Chairman 

Isa Riadi - Vice Chairman 

Jason Haddad - Treasurer 

Scott Abdo - Financial Secretary 

John Eannace - Secretary 

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Magida Abudayyeh  

Nidal Al-Farah 

Natalie Salman 

Rashid Sweis 

 
Parish Ministries 
Sunday School - Philip Riske 

SOYO - Jehan Tadros 

YAM - Marram Salman 

Antiochian Women - Nihad Sweis 

Fundraising - Rashid Sweis 

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 

OCLife - Nancy Cannon 

Fishers of Men - John Eannace 

Athletics - Nidal Haddad 

Choir - Michael Rascia 

Chanters - Khaled Salman, Faris 

Samawi and Danny Haddad 

Webmaster - Sana Sweis 

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss 

 
Office 
May Sweis 
office@stmaryoc.org 
 
Church Hall Rental 
Call the church office or email our 
Office Administrator 

December 10th 2017 
Twenty-Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

& Tenth Sunday of Luke  

Ƒƽʕǁ xǄ ̠ƪƑƴǁä ̞ƟǓäĀ æ̠˴ ƴ˷ǁä ̞ƴȸ þĀ̠˳ ƴǁäĀ ƲȸƑ˲ǁä ̞ƟǓä  

 

Weekly Schedule of Services: 

Saturday Great Vespers 5:00pm 

(Confessions heard after Great Vespers) 

Sunday Orthros 8:45am followed by Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

Wednesday Morning Prayers followed by Arabic Bible Study 10:00am 

Check our website for feast day services and all other services 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a ñWelcome Packet.ò 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Changes in the Liturgy 

ðä˕ƾǁä Ǐƺ çä̠ ˹˹ƸƗ  

Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia. 

 .Ɠɂ˦ǄǄǋ :xǃ Ɇƙ̇˹ǃ Üèå˦ǆǙå ˥˻ƕ ˥ǆ þƓƿ ˥ǆ ƓȻ Ȱ ˥ƕå ƓȻ Ɠ˹˶ ǄƤ ÜƓ˹ǌǃåā Ɠ˹ḧǄǆ Ơ˻˴ Ǆ˸ǃ ƴḪ̇ǈā ̠˱ ˴˹ǃ ĈʕǄǋ 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Two) 

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou 
didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath 
the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life,  

glory to Thee.  

 ĄƓ˲ĉǈƓǆ ,̋ Ǆ˳˸ǃå Ɠǌŋǒá ĉ̟ǃƓ˰ǃå ĉþ˦˻ǃå ǑƼ ć̞ċ˸Ĉƿ ,̠ċ˹Ĉ˱ǃå ć˥ĉǆ ćɌĉƽĈơ ̇ǋƓɣǃå ćüć̠˴ƞā ,í˦ǌ˻ǃå ć˥ĉǆ ćʕĉ˯ĈƤ ƓŊ˸ǃ ć̇ć˱˲ǃå ćÿã
 ,ćxĉḧċǄĈ˸ĉǃ Ĉ̠Ĉ˱ć˸ǃå ,ĈƠ˻˴ ǃ˸å Ɠǌǒá xĉ˯ćǆƓ˻ǀǃ Ĉ̠Ĉ˱ć˸ǃå :çƓ˻˲ǃå ć̝ĉǋåā ƓȻ ćx˻ǃã å˦Ĉƽć˯ǋ èåāƓ˸˴ǃå Ĉèå˦ƿ ćxǃ̆ǃ .çƓ˻˲ǃå ćʕćǃƓƶǃå

 .ü̠ơā ĉ̇ˮ˵ǃå Ŋ̝˲Ĉǆ ƓȻ ,üĉ̇˻ƕċ̠ć˯ĉǃ Ĉ̠Ĉ˱ć˸ǃå 

Troparion of Sts. Menas, Eugraphos and Hermogenes (Tone Eight) 

Since they had slain through their abstinence and struggles the fiery ragings and fierce      
motions of the passions, the staunch Martyrs of Christ God laid hold on the graces to drive 
off the pains and illnesses of the sick and work wonders both while living and after death.  
Strange indeed is the miracle: that these bare bones should pour forth such overflowing 

streams of cures.  Glory be to our only God.  

 þƓǀƪá åāí̇ɣ ǃ˻ ĄƗ˸ƶǈ å˦ǃƓǈ ÜƓǌƙƓḪ̇ơā Ɨƿ̇˲ ǃ˸å ßå˦ǋǕå èƓˮƛā üƓ˴ǆǗƓȺ å˦ƙƓǆá ʕǌǈá îã ÜƠ˻˴ ǃ˸å ßå̠ǌƬ ÿã
 ˞ ƽ˻ƙ çíŊ̇˱ǆ ĄƓǆƓsƵ Ŋÿá Üąæ̇ƺ˯˴ǆ ̝ ƶ˱ǃ ĈǊǈá Ɨǀ˻ǀ˲ǃƓˮƼ Üè˦ ǃ˸å ̠ƶɁā ĄßƓ˻ơá ̝ƑƓ˱ƶǃå å˦ƶ˹˶ ɂā ÜǏư̇ ǃ˸å

.ǉ˗ơā Ɠ˹ǌǃǗ ˗˱˸ǃƓƼ ÜƗ˻ƽƬǕå  

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling 
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the   Mother 

of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.  

 Ǐǃã ĉ̞ċǄǀ˯ǈå ĉxǈǕ .ǊǃǗå ćç̠ǃåā ƓȻ ĉǊĉ˯Ḫ̇ƙā ćʕǃƓƶǃå ĉ̞ċǄć˸ǋá Ɠǆ ĉüĉíƓƿï ǑƼā Ɠǌĉ˯˹Ʈā ćƗ˻ǃ˦ˮ˯ǃå ĉ̞ċsĉƽơ ĉüĉíǚ˻ǆ ǑƼ
Ɠ˹ćƪ˦ƽǈ ĉè˦ ǃ˸å ˥ǆ ɏ̆ǀǈá ĉxĉƙƓƵƓƽ˵ˮƼ .çƓ˻˲ǃå ŋþá xǈá Ɠ˸Ⱥ çƓ˻˲ǃå.  
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Kontakion of the Forefeast of the Nativity (Tone Three) 

Today the Virgin cometh unto the cave to give birth to the Word who was born before all      
ages, begotten in a manner that defies description.  Rejoice, therefore, O universe if thou 
shouldst hear and glorify with the Angels and the shepherds. Glorify Him who by His will 

shall become a new-born Babe and who is our God before the ages.  

 Ɠǌ˯ǒá Ǒĉơć̇ƼƓƼ ÜƓǌƕ ɖćɣċ˹Ĉǒ Ǚā ̇Ŋ˴ćƽĈƙ Ǚ ĄçíǙā Üĉï˦Ĉǋŋ̠ǃå ćɆċˮƿ ɏ̆ǃå ÜƗ˸Ǆḧǃå ć̠ĉǄć˯ĉǃ  ÜçïƓƺ˸ǃå Ǐǃã ǑƙƋƙ ßåï̆ƶǃå ćþ˦˻ǃå
 ćɆċˮƿ ɏ̆ǃå ąǊǃǗå ˦ǋā Ąå̠ǒ̠ƞ Ąǚċƽ˟ ĉǊĉ˯ć˭˵˻ Ⱥ˸ Ĉ̇ćǌċsć˻ćƪ ɏ̆ǃå ÜçƓƵ̇ǃåā ĉƗḧƑǚ˸ǃå ćƴǆ ɏ̠Ċ˱ǆā Üĉ̞ċƶĉ˸ćƪ åîã Ɨǈ˦ɜ˴ ǃ˸å

 .ï˦Ĉǋŋ̠ǃå 
Epistle for Twenty Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  

æ̠ ˴˷ƴǁä ˕ƴȸ ˣɀ˗˳ƴǁäĀ ƲȸƑ˲ǁä ˕Ɵǔǁ ƕǁƑƨ˗ǁä 
The Lord is my strength and my song. 
The Lord has chastened me sorely. 
The Reading is from St. Paulôs Letter to the Ephesians (6:10-17). 
Brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.  Put on the whole armor of 

God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For we are not contending 

against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rul-

ers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.  

Therefore take the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 

having done all, to stand.  Stand, therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put 

on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the equipment of the gos-

pel of peace; besides all these, taking the shield of faith, with which you can quench all the 

flaming darts of the evil one.  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 

which is the word of God.  
 

.æ̇ǃå Ǒ˯˲ ĉˮ˴ƙā ǑƙŊ˦ƿ 
.æ̇ǃå Ǒ˹ƕŊíá ĄƓȺíá 

 ̇ ƺ˲à ĈɄĊǉà Ǎǁâ Ĉüʕƨ̠ǁä Ć̇ǁʕƓ Ĉ̇ȹ̞ƾǁä ĈƕǁƑƨî xǄ ĄɄ˴ƺ(đ:Čċ-ČĒ). 
Ǆ˻ƕã ĉ̠ĉǒƓɜǆ Ŋ̠ĉư å˦Ĉƽĉǀćƙ ċÿá å˦ƶ˻ɣ ć˯ċ˴ć˯ĉǃ ćɆĉǆƓḧǃå ĉȰ ćëǚƪ å˦Ĉ˴ćˮǃå * ĉǊĉƙï̠ƿ ĉçć̊ĉƵ ǑƼā ĉĊæ̇ǃå ǑƼ åāŊ˦ćǀćƙ Ĉç˦Ƥã ƓȻ* ˛  ŊÿƎƼ

 ĉ̇ǋ̠ǃå å̆ǋ ĉƗć˸ċǄĈl ĉʕćǃƓƵ ĉʕćǃƓƶǃå  ĉçǙĈā Ŋ̠ĉư ĉ˥˟˻ǚ˴ǃå Ŋ̠ĉư ĉèƓƪƓƑ̇ǃå Ŋ̠ĉư ċɆćƕ Ćʕċ˲ćǃćā Ćþćí Ŋ̠ĉư ċ̞ć˴ċ˻ǃ Ɠć˹ć˯ćƵïƓ˶ǆ ĉư  Ŋ̠
 Ǐ˯ơ ĉ̇ɂ̇˵ǃå ĉþ˦˻ǃå ǑƼ ĉƗćǆāƓǀ˸ǃå å˦ƶ˻ɣ ċ˴˯ć˯ĉǃ ĉɆĉǆƓḧǃå ĉȰ ćëǚƪ å˦Ǆĉ˸ơå ćxĉǃ̆ǄƼ * èåāƓ˸˴ǃå ǑƼ ĉƗŊ˻ơā̇ǃå ĉĊ̇ć˵ǃå ĉíƓ˹ċƞá
ƿ̠á å˦ĈǄćƶǈáā * Ċ̇ĉˮǃå ć÷ċïĉí ć˥˴˻ĉȺǙā ĉĊɖ˲ǃƓȺ ʕĈǂćßƓǀơá ˥ ǀ˻ĉɣċ˹ć˸Ĉǆ ċÿćîã å˦Ĉ˯ĈˮƛƓƼ * ÿ˦Ĉ˯Ĉˮċ˰ćƙ ĆßǑƬ ŊɆĈḪ ċʕĈ˯ċ˸Ŋ˸ćƙ åîã ćǆå ʕĈḧ

 ĉþƓǌĉƪ ćƴ˻˸ƞ å˦Ĉ˭ĉƽċɣĈƙ ċÿá ÿāïĉ̠ċǀćƙ ĉǊĉȺ ɏ̆ǃå ĉÿƓ˸ȻǗå ćñċ̇Ĉƙ ćxĉǃî ĉĊɆĈḪ ǏǄƵ ĄçāǚƵ å˦ĈǄĉ˸ơåā * þǚ˴ǃå ĉɆ˻˱ ǈã ĉíå̠ƶ˯ƪƓȺ
.Ɨ˸Ǆḧǃå ˦ǋ ɏ̆ǃå ĉëā̇ǃå ĉɄ˻ƪā ĉóǚ˳ǃå ćçćî˦Ƥ åāĈ̆ĉ˳ćƙåā * Ɨˮĉǌć˯ċǄĈ˸ċǃå ĉ̇ɂĉĊ̇ĉ˵ǃå  
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Gospel for the Tenth Sunday of St. Luke  

 Ƒƽˤǁ ˣǄ ˗ƪƑƴǁä ˕Ɵǔǁ Ʉ˹˯ǆǕä 
The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (13:10-17). 

At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And there was a 
woman who had had a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years; she was bent over and could not 
fully straighten herself. And when Jesus saw her, He called her and said to her, ñWoman, you 
are freed from your infirmity.ò And He laid His hands upon her, and immediately she was 
made straight, and she praised God. But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus 
had healed on the Sabbath, said to the people, ñThere are six days on which work ought to be 
done; come on those days and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day.ò Then the Lord           
answered him, ñYou hypocrite! Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his ass 
from the manger, and lead it away to water it? And ought not this woman, a daughter of   
Abraham, whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath 
day?ò As Jesus said this, all His adversaries were put to shame; and all the people rejoiced at 
all the glorious things that were done by Him.  

 Ċ̠ĈǉƑ˞ǁä Ĉ̟˶˹ǂ˭ǁä ÛĈ̠˳˹ ǁˬä Ǐǂ˹˯ǆǕä Ƒƽʕǁ Ĉ̇ȹ̞ƾǁä ĈæîƑ˳ȸ xǄ Ąˁɀ̠ƪ ĄɄ˴ƺ(ČĎ:Čċ-ČĒ)  . 
 ćç̇ù˵ćƵ ǑùǈƓù˸ùƛ ̆ù˹ùǆ Ćô ù̇ǆ Ĉëāï Ɠùǌùƕ Ćçćá̇ùǆƓùȺ åîåā *̞ ùˮù˴ǃå ćþ˦ǒ ƴǆƓ˱˸ǃå ̠ơå ǑƼ ʕĊǄƶȻ ÷˦˴ Ȼ ÿƓḪ ÿƓǆ̊ǃå xǃî ǑƼ
 *ĉxùĉư̇ùǆ ˥ùǆ ąƗùǀùćǄùċɣùćǆ ĉxùŊǈĉã Ɠùǌùǃ ýƓƿā ƓǋƓƵí ÷˦˴ Ȼ Ɠǋàï Ɠ˸ŊǄƼ *ƗŊ˯ˮǃå ć̝˶ ˯˹ƙ ÿå Ĉƴ˻ɣ ˯˴ƙ Ǚ ĄƗ˻˹˲˹ǆ ̞ǈƓḪā ĄƗ˹ƪ
 ǑùƼ ć÷˦ù˴Ȼ ĉßå̇ùƕĉǗ ąɋƓù˯ùċƺùĈǆ ˦ùǋā ƴù˸ù˱ù˸ùǃå ̨ ù˻ùƑï æƓùƞƓùƼ *Ȱ ĉèć̠ùŊ˱ùǆā ̞ćǆƓǀ˯ƪå ýƓ˲ǃå ǑƼā Ɠǌ˻ǄƵ ĉǊȻć̠ǒ ƴưāā
 ŋæ̇ùǃå æƓƞƓƼ *̞ ˮ˴ǃå þ˦ǒ ǑƼ Ǚ ÿ˦ƽċ˵ć˯˴ćƙā ÿ˦ƙƋȻ Ɠǌ˻ƽƼ .Ɠǌ˻Ƽ ĈɆ˸ƶǃå Ǒƺˮ˹ǒ ĆþƓŊȻå ĈƗŊ˯ƪ Ǒǋ ƴ˸˱ Ǆ˸ǃ ýƓƿā ĉ̞˴ˮǃå
 Ǒùǋā ĉǉ̆ùǋā *ĉǊù˻ùǀ˴˻Ƽ ĉǊȺ ĈɖĉǄɣ˹ɂā ĉíāć̆˸ǃå ć˥ĉǆ ĉ̞˴ˮǃå ǑƼ ĈǉćïƓ˸ơ āå Ĉǉćï˦ƛ ĈɆĈ˲ćȻ ʕḧ˹ǆ Ć̠ơåā ŋɆḪ ̨ ǃ˻ćá ǑƑå̇Ĉǆ ƓȻ ýƓƿā
 *̞ ùˮù˴ǃå ćþ˦ùǒ ĉɉƓùɁ̇ùǃå å̆ǋ ć˥ĉǆ ćɖćǄɣĈƙ ċÿćá Ǒƺˮċ˹ćǒ ÿƓḪ Ɠćǆćá ĄƗ˹ƪ ćçć̇ċ˵ćƵ ǑǈƓ˸ƛ ̆˹ǆ ĈÿƓɣ˻ ǃ˵å ƓǌćɣćɁï Ǒ˯ǃå ćʕ˻ǋå̇ƕĉã ĈƗ˹ƕå

.ĈǊ˹ǆ ćïĈ̠˶ćƙ ̞ǈƓḪ Ǒ˯ǃå ĉçć̠˱˻ ǃ˸å ï˦ǆǙå ƴ˻˸ Ⱥ˱ Ĉƴċ˸˱ǃå ë̇Ƽā ǊćǆĉāƓǀĈȻ ÿƓḪ ˥ǆ ōɆḪ ćɏĉ̊ćƤ å̆ǋ ýƓƿ Ɠ˸Ŋǃā  

REMINDER 
 

 

In an effort to eliminate distractions, collection baskets will not be passed 
during the Divine Liturgy. Instead, we kindly ask you to make your     
donation or pledge before or after  service by placing it in the 
donation box at the entrance of the church.  Envelopes are 
available on both sides of the  donation box. Please keep this 
in mind since we depend on your contributions. Thank you for 
your generosity! 



Epistle Reading 
 

12/10:  Marian Fahmy & Joleat Samawi 

12/17:  Fabiola Sweis & Norma Tadros 

 

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 

12/10:  Emile and Eideh Haddad& Family 

12/17:  Mansour Tadros & Family   

12/24:  Rudiana Swais & Family 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 

signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. 

Itôs this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners 

at the end of the service. What better way to honor 

your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,          

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and 

it encourages fellowship among our community. 

Winter Food Drive 2017 
Food  Drive Grocery List: 

Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Jelly, Peanut Butter, Rice, Soup, Tuna, Stew, 

Canned Vegetables Canned Fruit, Mac & Cheese. 
 

Remember to bring items for the Food Drive this Sunday.         

Each Sunday School class will compete to raise the most food. 

The winning class will receive a Pizza Party! 

Sunday School Students should drop off their food items in one of the carts just outside 

of the Sunday Schoolõs main entrance (in the large hall way).  Each cart will be labeled by 

grade. 

Remembering the words of St. John Chrysostom: òIt is a  better thing to feed the hungry 
than to raise the dead.ó 

Graduation 
 

Marram Salman 
Bachelor Degree in Psychology 

Minor in Education Studies 

Trinity Christian College 
 

Congratulations! 

Graduation 
 

Mervat Mansour 
Bachelor Degree in Finance 

Purdue University 
 

Congratulations! 
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Thurs Dec 7 7:00pm Open Gym 

Fri Dec 8 6:30pm 3rd-8th BB Open Gym - St. Spyridon  

 6:30pm Nativity Compline 

Sat Dec 9 10:45am Arabic School 

 1:00pm Lunch with St. Nicholas 

 5:00pm Great Vespers (followed by confession) 

Sun Dec 10 8:45am Orthros 

 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

 10:00am Sunday School 

 1:00pm Bible Bowl Meeting 

Mon Dec 11 7:00pm Great Vespers for St. Spyridon  

St. Spyridon Greek Church 

12307 S. Ridgeland Ave. 

Tues Dec 12 8:00am Orthros for St. Spyridon  

St. Spyridon Greek Church 

12307 S. Ridgeland Ave. 

 9:00am Liturgy for St. Spyridon  

St. Spyridon Greek Church 

12307 S. Ridgeland Ave. 

Wed Dec 13 10:00am Morning Prayers 

 10:30am Arabic Bible Study 

 6:00pm Nativity Compline 

 6:30pm SOYO Night 

 7:00pm Adult Christian Education Class 

The Symbol of Faith: Nicaean Creed 

Thurs Dec 14 7:00pm Open Gym 

Fri Dec 15 6:30pm 3rd-8th BB Open Gym - St. Spyridon  

 6:30pm Nativity Compline  
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Wed Dec 13 6:30pm Teen SOYO Christmas Gathering 

(last SOYO meeting for 2017) 

 8:00pm Parent Orientation for SOYO Christmas Retreat 

Sun Dec 17 1:00pm CPR Training for SOYO Advisors 

Thurs - Sat 

Dec 28-30 
All Day SOYO Christmas Retreat 

Tues Jan 23 
6:30pm Teen SOYO Resumes 

 

Important: Mark your Calendars for Christmas Liturgy  
Important! Please mark your calendars for the Christmas Liturgy. Orthros 
will begin at 5pm followed by Liturgy at 6pm, Sunday  December 24th. How 
can we truly celebrate Christmas if we skip out on Christmas Liturgy? The 
Christmas season is a very busy time, & we have plans to be with friends & 
family. But, we must learn to set our priorities straight, so schedule your 
gatherings around the Christmas Liturgy. Can you imagine having a birth-
day party without the birthday boy?! Thatõs exactly what we do when we 
donõt attend Christmas Liturgy. Let us begin to change the secularization of 
Christmas & bring Christ back into the picture by remembering the reason 
for the season. We look forward to seeing you all at Christmas Liturgy. God 
bless! 
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John 12:26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant 

be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 

 

December 10 Team A: Murad Salman, David Sweiss, Michael Sweiss, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph 
Haddad, Rami Sweis, Saleem Swaiss, Samer Sweis, Christian Sweis, Charlie Sayeg, Malik 
Tadros, Ameer Tadros, Faris Makhamreh, Issa Khoury, Philip Haddad, Yazen Swaiss, Yanal 
Swaiss, Joseph  Fallouh, Abdallah Sweis, Jordan Haddad. 

ATTENTION ALL ALTAR SERVERS  

and PARENTS of ALTAR SERVERS 
 PARENTS PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE BELOW, AND INFORM 

YOUR CHILDREN WHO ARE SERVING  

(NOTE the new entrance to the  Holy Altar, and arrival time) 
 

ENTERING THE HOLY ALTAR:  
When entering the Holy Altar, no one is allowed to enter through the curtains of the Icono-
stas.  You MUST enter through the walkway BEHIND the Chanters/Choir to the far left of 
the church.  No one is allowed to enter through the Curtains of the Iconostas. 

ARRIVAL TIME:  The Divine Liturgy begins at 10am;  All Altar Boys MUST be in the 
Altar BEFORE 10am;  if you arrive late, you will be sent back to sit with your family. 

TEAMS: 
All Altar boys must follow the schedule of their Team.  Please only serve on those desig-

nated dates for your Team.  If thereôs a need for additional Altar Servers, the SubDeacons 

will ask you to serve. 

DRESSING for the Altar: 

Gym/Running shoes are not appropriate for the Holy Altar.  You must wear dress/casual 

shoes.  Also, no shorts or T-shirts are allowed. 

 

December 17 Team B: Sharbel Samawi, Anthony Haddad, Hashem Tadros, Yousef A. 
Tadros, Jacob Tadros, Yousef R. Tadros, Faris Tadros, Basil Tadros, David Alnemri,  Daniel 
Alnemri, Jaisingh Riske, Sharbel Alafnan, Michael Galuszynski, Nicholas Abu-Manneh, 
Sleman Shaheen, Gus Bousheh, Nicholas Bousheh, Abraham Sweis, Ryan Alhourani, Adrian          
Alhourani, Nicholas Alsweis, Mark Salman, Michael Salman. 
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ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE 
OF NORTH AMERICA 

 
 

December 10, 2017 
 
 

Choir and Chanter Appreciation Sunday 
 
 
Beloved Brother Hierarchs, Reverend Clergy, and Christ-loving Faithful of Our            
God-protected Archdiocese: 

 
 

Blessings and greetings to all of you in the Name of Our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ! 
 

 
One of the hallmarks of our Orthodox Christian faith is the beauty of our worship. Our 

ecclesiastical music, when done with prayer and skill, can elucidate the rich theology of 

our hymnography in such a way that worshippers can exclaim ï as did the emissaries 

sent by Saint Vladimir ï ñwe know not whether we are in heaven or on earth!ò 
 
Because we owe such a tremendous amount of gratitude to our choirs and our chanters, 

we set aside the second Sunday of December to honor them for the key role they play in 

our liturgical life. I offer thanks especially for the work of the Department of Sacred  

Music in working so diligently to expand the repertoire of music and to make it            

accessible to all. In addition, the department offers the Sacred Music Institute to help our 

choir members and chanters learn more about this sacred art and fine tune their          

God-given talents. 
 
To support this work, which is so vital our Orthodox Christian liturgical lives, I ask each 

parish of this Archdiocese to offer a second collection on December 10, 2017 and to of-

fer special recognition to those who are fulfilling this sacred ministry. 
 
Wishing you all a holy and grace-filled continuation of the fast and joyous feast of the 
Nativity, I remain, 

 
Your Father in Christ, 

+JOSEPH 
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America 

 
ñThe disciples were first called Christians in Antiochò (Acts 11: 26) 

 
358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238 

(201) 871-1355 T Archdiocese@antiochian.org (201) 871-7954 F 
 

                  His Eminence Archbishop of New York and 

The Most Reverend Metropolitan of 

Metropolitan JOSEPH All North America 
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 .ÅØÔ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ΤΩȟ ΤΡΣΩ 
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St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights  
 

Adult Christian Education Series  
 

Fall 2017 and Spring 2018 

 

Session and dates (Wed. evenings)              Topic 
 
Fall Session I:  Sep. 20 through Oct. 25   Sources of Christian Doctrine 
 
Fall Session  II:  Nov. 8 through Dec.13  The Symbol of Faith: Nicaean Creed 
 
Spring Session I:  Jan. 10 through Feb. 14  The Holy Trinity / Salvation History 
 
Spring Session II:  April 18 through May 23   The Bible: Old & New Testaments 

 
 

ñKNOWLEDGE IS POWER!ò 
Whoever has will be given more, and they 
will have an abundance. Whoever does not 
have, even what they have will be taken 

from themò   -Matt 13:12 

 

Everyone age 18 and older is invited to enrich their faith and knowledge 
of the Orthodox Church. Class begins promptly at 7:00pm and will     
conclude at 8:30pm. 
 

THE CLASSES ARE FREE. Materials will be provided to all attendees.   
See schedule below. 
 

Itôs never too late to sign-up and attend any session. 

If you have any questions please email Fr. Mousa at fr.mousa@gmail.com. 
Register at https://form.jotformpro.com/72574628845974  

https://form.jotformpro.com/72574628845974


 

13 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9th, 2017  
1:00PM-3:00pm 

This event is complimentary 

 

1:00pm - 1:30pm: Arrival of St. Nicholas to Church  

1:30am - 2:15pm: Lunch and Crafts 

2:15pm - 3:00pm: Photos with St. Nicholas 
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The  Young Adult Ministry  invites you to  

Christmas  Gathering  
 

Saturday, December 16th, 2017 

6:30 p.m. in the Nadi 
 

It is finally that time of year!  

Wear your ugliest Christmas sweater & bring your favorite Lenten dish 

to share.  

 

There will be tons of fun games, Ugly Christmas Sweater contest, and 

yummy Lenten food!  

 
This year we will not have a grab bag, but instead we would like you to bring a 

$10 donation! All proceeds from this event will be donated to the IOCC!  
 

Please bring a potluck dish!  

Ages 18 and older are welcome to join us!   

 
Questions? Please contact Marram Salman at (708)307-7473. 

 
òAnd the angel said unto them, ôFear not: behold I bring you good tidings of great joy which will 

be to all people, unto you is born this day a Savior which is Christ the Lord.õó Luke 2:11 
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St. Mary and St. Spyridon will be hosting  
Open Gym Night and invite all 3rd thru 8th graders to 
come out and play.  Open Gym will start Friday,  

November 10th through February 16th. Starting from 
6:30pm to 8:00pm. Please call Subdn. John at  

908-370-8632 to sign up.  This is a great way to have fun 
and meet new people.  
 See schedule below.  

St. Spyridon 
Hosting the following dates: 

 
Friday, December 8 

Friday, December 15 

Friday, January 12 

Friday, January 19 

Friday, February 16 

St. Mary 
Hosting the following dates: 

 
Friday, January 5 

Friday, January 26 

Friday, February 9 

 

Basketball Open Gym  
3rd-8th Grade  
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Basketball League  
When: Every Saturday  

(January 27 - March 10, 2018) 
 

Where: St. Maryõs Gym 
 

Time: 1:30 - 3:30 
 

Cost: $50/per person 
 

Ages: 8 -14 years old 
 

Registration will begin December 17, 2017. 

If you have any questions please contact Subdn. John Andoun at  
youthpastor@stmaryoc.org or Nidal Haddad at atlethics@stmaryoc.org. 
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If you are interested in nominating yourself or another 
person for St. Maryõs Parish Council, please let any 
member of the Parish Council know by Sunday,       
December 17th. Nominations will not be considered  
after that date.  
 

Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will take 
place Sunday, January 14th immediately following the 
Divine Liturgy. Mark your calendars and make every 
effort to attend.  
 

Please make sure your 2017 pledge is paid in full by 
Sunday, December 17th, so that you can participate in 
the General Assembly.  
 

Thanks and God bless!  
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