
   
    

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH  
The Self -Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America  

  

òThe disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.ó (Acts 11:26) 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org) 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

  
St. Mary Parish Clergy 
V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Rev. Fr. Danial Doss (OCA) 

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 

 
Parish Council 
Luai Sweiss - Chairman 

Isa Riadi - Vice Chairman 

Fadi Abu Manneh - Treasurer 

Scott Abdo - Financial Secretary 

John Eannace - Secretary 

Magida Abudayyeh  

Nidal Al-Farah 

Jason Haddad 

Natalie Salman 

Rashid Sweis 

 
Parish Ministries 
Sunday School - Philip Riske 

SOYO - Jehan Tadros 

YAM - Marram Salman 

Antiochian Women - Nihad Sweis 

Fundraising - Rashid Sweis 

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 

OCLife - Nancy Cannon 

Fishers of Men - John Eannace 

Athletics - Nidal Haddad 

Choir - Michael Rascia 

Chanters - Khaled Salman, Faris 

Samawi and Danny Haddad 

Webmaster - Sana Sweis 

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss 

 
Office 
May Sweis 
office@stmaryoc.org 
 
Church Hall Rental 
Call the church office or email our 
Office Administrator 

August 20th 2017 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost  
& Eleventh Sunday of Matthew 

After-feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos  

 

Weekly Schedule of Services: 

Saturday Great Vespers 5:00pm 

(Confessions heard after Great Vespers) 

Sunday Orthros 8:45am followed by Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

Wednesday Morning Prayers followed by Arabic Bible Study 10:00am 

Check our website for feast day services and all other services 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a ñWelcome Packet.ò 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  

We Welcome His Grace 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bishop NICHOLAS  
Bishop of  Miami and the Southeast 
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Changes in the Liturgy 
 

First Antiphon 
 

Shout with joy to God, all the earth, give thanks unto the Lord and call upon His 
name; declare among the nations His works. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Savior, save us! 

In the city of our God, in His holy mountain, His place has been made in peace, 
and His dwelling in Zion. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Savior, save us! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and  
unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us!  

Second Antiphon 
 

The Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.  Glorious 
things are spoken of thee, O city of God. 
Save us, O Son of God, Who art Risen from the dead, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

God has laid her foundation unto eternity.  We have thought, O God, of Thy    
mercy in the midst of Thy people. 
Save us, O Son of God, Who art Risen from the dead, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

The most-high has hallowed His tabernacle. 
Save us, O Son of God, Who art Risen from the dead, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and  
unto ages of ages. Amen. 
O only-begotten son and word of Godé   

Third Antiphon 
 

Ready is my heart, O God, ready is my heart; I will sing and chant in my glory. 
What shall I render unto the Lord for all that He hath given me? I will receive the 
cup of salvation, and I will call upon the Name of the Lord. 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling 
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother 
of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.  
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Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!  

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Two) 

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal 
One, then Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst 
raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto 

Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.  

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in 
thy falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into 
life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls 

from death.  

Kontakion of the Dormition of our Lady the Theotokos (Tone Two) 

Verily, the Theotokos, who is ever watchful in intercessions, who is never          
rejected, neither tomb nor death could control.  But being the Mother of Life, He 

who dwelt in her ever-Virgin womb did translate her to life.  

Epistle for the Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost  

The Lord is my strength and my song! 
The Lord has chastened me sorely! 
The Reading is from Saint Paulôs First Letter to the Corinthians (9:2-12). 
Brethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This is my defense to 
those who would examine me.  Do we not have the right to our food and drink?  
Do we not have the right to be accompanied by a wife, as the other apostles and 
the brothers of the Lord and Cephas?  Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no 
right to refrain from working for a living?  Who serves as a soldier at his own    
expense?  Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its fruit?  Who tends a 
flock without getting some of the milk? Do I say this on human authority?  Does 
not the law say the same?  For it is written in the law of Moses, "You shall not 
muzzle an ox when it is treading out the grain."  Is it for oxen that God is         
concerned?  Does he not speak entirely for our sake?  It was written for our sake, 
because the plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of a 
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Gospel of the Eleventh Sunday of Matthew  

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (18:23-35). 
The Lord spoke this parable:  "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who wished to settle accounts with his servants.  When he began the       
reckoning, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents; and as he 
could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all 
that he had, and payment to be made.  So the servant fell on his knees, imploring 
him, 'Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.'  And out of 
pity for him the lord of that servant released him and forgave him the debt.  But 
that same servant, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow servants who 
owed him a hundred denari; and seizing him by the throat he said, 'Pay me what 
you owe.'  So his fellow servant fell down and besought him, 'Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you.'  He refused and went and put him in prison till he should 
pay the debt.  When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were 
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 
place.  Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked servant!  I   
forgave you all that debt because you besought me; and should not you have had 
mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?'  And in anger his lord    
delivered him to the jailers, till he should pay all his debt.  So also my heavenly 
Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your 
heart."  

share in the crop.  If we have sown spiritual good among you, is it too much if we 
reap your material benefits?  If others share this rightful claim upon you, do not 
we still more?  Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure 
anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ.  

REMINDER 
 

 

In an effort to eliminate distractions, collection baskets will 
not be passed during the Divine Liturgy. Instead, we kindly 
ask you to make your donation or pledge before or after  
service by placing it in the donation box at the entrance of 
the church. Envelopes are available on both sides 
of the donation box. Please keep this in mind since 
we depend on your contributions. Thank you for 
your generosity! 



Epistle Reading 
 

8/20:  Monita Hadweh & Lily Sweiss 
8/27:  Scott Abdo & Lamees Ammari 

 

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 

8/20: Refqa Sweis & Family 

Bishara Sweis & Family 

8/27: Ghaleb and Rita Sweis & Family 

9/03: Ziad and Magida Abudayyeh & Family 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 

signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. 

Itôs this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners 

at the end of the service. What better way to honor 

your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,          

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and 

it encourages fellowship among our community. 

 

Win a New  
2017 Toyota Camry SE  
or $15,000 cash 
$100 per ticket 

Winner will be announced on 
Sunday, 9/24/2017 

 

St. Mary Orthodox Church 
6330 W 127th St., Palos Heights, IL  

708-239-0004 

1 Year Memorial 
Fathieh Sweis 

Memory Eternal! 

Graduation 
 

Omar Issa Fakhoury 
Bachelor of Science, Pre-Medicine 

Cum Laude 
Loyola University  
Congratulations! 

Subdeacon Ordination 

Wajih James Haddad 

Axios!!! 

Subdeacon Ordination 

John Andoun 

Axios!!! 
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Thu Aug 17 7:00pm Open Gym 

Fri Aug 18 6:30pm Antiochian Women Meeting 

Sat Aug 19 8:00am St. Maryôs Annual Humanitarian Walk 
Lake Katherine Nature Center 

7402 W. Lake Katherine Dr. Palos Heights, IL 

 3:30pm  Special Needs Ministry Prayer Service w/Bishop 
NICHOLAS  

 5:00pm Great Vespers w/Bishop NICHOLAS 

 6:00pm Potluck Dinner w/Bishop NICHOLAS 

 6:00pm Marching Band Practice 

Sun Aug 20 8:45am Orthros 

 10:00am Hierarchical Divine Liturgy w/Bishop NICHOLAS 

 11:45am Awards Ceremony 

Wed Aug 23 10:00am Morning Prayers  

 10:30am Arabic Bible Study  

Thu Aug 24 7:00pm Open Gym 

Fri Aug 25 2:00pm - 11:00pm Mediterranean Festival 

Sat Aug 26 11:00am - 11:00pm Mediterranean Festival 

 5:00pm Great Vespers (followed by confession) 

 6:00pm Marching Band Practice 

Sun Aug 27 8:45am Orthros 

 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

 11:30am - 8:00pm Mediterranean Festival 

Wed Aug 30 10:00am Morning Prayers  

 10:30am Arabic Bible Study  

Thu Aug 31 7:00pm Open Gym 
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His Grace Bishop NICHOLAS 
Bishop of  Miami and the Southeast 

Saturday , August 19th   

  8:00am ð  Annual Humanitarian Walk 

11:00am ð  Brunch w/ Sayidna after the Walk at    

  RoyalBerry Restaurant 

  3:30pm ð  Specials Needs Ministry Prayer Service  

  5:00pm ð  Great Vespers 

  6:00pm ð  Parish Potluck Dinner 

Sunday, August 20th  

  8:45am ð  Orthros 

10:00am ð  Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 

11:45am ð  Awards Ceremony w/ Bishop NICHOLAS 

Annual Foundersõ Day Weekend Annual Foundersõ Day Weekend Annual Foundersõ Day Weekend    
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TEEN TEAM  
                    Salena Ibrahim         Matthew Ibrahim  

                  Anthony Haddad       Leah Haddad  

2nd Place - Archdiocesan Bible Bowl, Miami, FL 
1st Place - Midwest Diocese Bible Bowl, Chicago, IL  

Our teen Bible Bowl team had an amazing performance this year 

and proudly represented our church. They won 1st place at the re-

gional level during the Parish Life Conference in June, and went 

on to represent the Midwest Diocese at the national level during 

the Archdiocesan Convention in Miami in July. Even though they 

finished in 2nd place in Miami after a very long competition, all 

those present knew they were the true winners!   

YOU ARE OUR CHAMPIONS!!!  

WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU!!!  

 

Congratulations  
to our Bible Bowl Champs!!!  
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PRE-TEEN TEAM  
Farah Kakish      Joy Kakish      Philip Haddad      Jonal Janinah  

       1st Place - Midwest Diocese Bible Bowl, Chicago, IL  
Our pre-teen team had a great performance in the first ever pre-teen Bible Bowl 

for children between 10-12 years old, answering the same questions as the teens 

and adults! They won 1st place at the Parish Life Conference in June, achieving  

a higher score than most teen teams!  Congratulations!!!  
 

ADULT TEAM  
      Philip Riske        Issa Haddad        Manar Janinah  

2nd Place - Midwest Diocese Bible Bowl, Chicago, IL  
Our adult team made us very proud by winning 2nd place at the Parish Life    

Conference, in a very close competition. Great job Team St. Mary!!!  

 

 

Great Job Team St. Mary!!!  
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Thank you to the Bible Bowl coach Kh. Delia Haddad for many hours of work  

preparing study materials and questions, and working with the teams!  
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       Natalie Bisharat   1st Place  1st Grade   Art  
       Philip Haddad    1st Place  4th Grade   Photography  
       Philip Haddad    2nd Place  4th Grade   Poetry  
       Sophia Tadros    2nd Place  6th Grade   Art  
       Anthony Haddad   2nd Place  6th Grade   Poetry  
       Maggie Qudsi    3rd Place  6th Grade   Art  
       Alissa Tadros    3rd Place  7th Grade   Art  

 

2017 Creative Festivals Winners - Midwest Diocese  

Midwest Diocese Basketball Tournament Winners  

 3rd Place Winners  

Nick Chlapecka  

Jonny Fakhouri  

Ramiz Fakhoury  

Michael Salman  

Fadi Sweis  

Christina Sweiss  

 

#ÏÎÇÒÁÔÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ !ÌÌ ÔÈÅ 7ÉÎÎÅÒÓȦȦȦ 
!Î Á×ÁÒÄ ÃÅÒÅÍÏÎÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÁËÅ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ,ÉÔÕÒÇÙȢ         

(ÉÓ 'ÒÁÃÅ "ÐȢ .ÉÃÈÏÌÁÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÔÈÅ Á×ÁÒÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÏÐÈÉÅÓ ÔÏ 
ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÎÅÒÓȢ 

1st Place Winners  

Nidal Haddad  

Racan Haddad  

Tariq Haddad  

Raad Hattar  

Omar Hattar  

Issa Sayegh 

St. Maryõs Menõs Basketball League Winners 

Omar Fakhoury    Dan Sheely  

Faris Fakhoury    Grant Sheely  

Ramiz Fakhoury   Brian Sterba  
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August 20 Team A and B: Murad Salman, David Sweiss, Michael Sweiss, Kyse Dahdal,  
Joseph Haddad, Rami Sweis, Saleem Swaiss, Samer Sweis, Christian Sweis, Charlie Sayeg, 
Malik Tadros, Ameer Tadros, Faris Makhamreh, Issa Khoury, Philip Haddad, Yazen Swaiss, 
Yanal Swaiss, Joseph  Fallouh, Joseph Sweis, Abdallah Sweis, Jordan Haddad, Sharbel      
Samawi, Anthony Haddad, Hashem Tadros, Yousef A. Tadros, Jacob Tadros, Yousef R. 
Tadros, Faris Tadros, Basil Tadros, David Alnemri,  Daniel Alnemri, Jaisingh Riske,  Sharbel 
Alafnan, Michael Galuszynski, Nicholas Abu-Manneh, Sleman  Shaheen, Gus Bousheh, 
Nicholas Bousheh, Abraham Sweis, Ryan Alhourani, Adrian Alhourani, Nicholas Alsweis, 
Mark Salman, Michael Salman. 

ATTENTION ALL ALTAR SERVERS  

and PARENTS of ALTAR SERVERS 
 PARENTS PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE BELOW, AND INFORM 

YOUR CHILDREN WHO ARE SERVING  

(NOTE the new entrance to the  Holy Altar, and arrival time) 
 

ENTERING THE HOLY ALTAR: PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE 
When entering the Holy Altar, no one is allowed to enter through the curtains of the Icono-
stas.  You MUST enter through the walkway BEHIND the Chanters/Choir to the far left of 
the church.  No one is allowed to enter through the Curtains of the Iconostas. 

ARRIVAL TIME:  The Divine Liturgy begins at 10am;  All Altar Boys MUST be in the 
Altar BEFORE 10am;  if you arrive late, you will be sent back to sit with your family. 

TEAMS: 
Effective with Sunday April 23rd, All Altar boys must follow the schedule of their Team.  
So, Sunday April 23rd is for Team A; Sunday April 30th is Team B.  Please only serve on 
those designated dates for your Team. 

DRESSING for the Altar: 
Gym/Running shoes are not appropriate for the Holy Altar.  You must wear dress/casual 
shoes.  Also, no shorts or T-shirts are allowed. 
 

Any questions or concerns please see Sub deacons Matthew or Amir. 

August 27 Team B:  Sharbel Samawi, Anthony Haddad, Hashem Tadros, Yousef A. Tadros, 
Jacob Tadros, Yousef R. Tadros, Faris Tadros, Basil Tadros, David Alnemri,  Daniel Alnemri, 
Jaisingh Riske, Sharbel Alafnan, Michael Galuszynski, Nicholas Abu-Manneh, Sleman   
Shaheen, Gus Bousheh, Nicholas Bousheh, Abraham Sweis, Ryan Alhourani, Adrian          
Alhourani, Nicholas Alsweis, Mark Salman, Michael Salman. 
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Thank You!!!  
Thank you to LifeSource and all those who donated blood last week.   
We had 25 donors; which means we saved up to approximately 75 lives.  

We would also like to thank ChiroOne who came to do free spinal screenings.   
For those who donated, please pick up your gift card from Angela Haddad. 

 

 

 

òFaith without works is dead.ó ðJames 2:17 
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Dear families and friends, we are glad to 
announce that Arabic school will be  

starting September 9th  
and it will be held on  

Saturdays from 10:45am to 1:00pm.   

Registration will begin August 13th in the  
hallway outside of the church hall.  If you have 
any questions please call the Arabic School  
Director Elia Sweiss at 708-707-1395. 
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Sunday School 2017 - 2018 

Registration is Open 

 
 

See Philip Riske (sundayschool@stmaryoc.org) 

or register online 
 
 

 

1st class is on September 10th 
 

 

 
 
 

òTrain up a child in the way he should go, 

And when he is old he will not depart from it.ó 

Proverbs 22:6 
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Have Faith. Give generously. Spread hope. Laugh frequently.  
Love unconditionally. Live fully. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
Participant Name(s): _________________________________________________________ 
 
            _________________________________________________________ 
 
                                 _________________________________________________________ 
 
                                 
Phone:  ______________________________   Email address: ____________________________ 
 
 
Please Circle Adult Shirt Size:    S      M     L     XL         XXL    XXXL 
 
 
Please Circle Youth Shirt Size:   S M     L     XL         XXL     XXXL 
 
 
Checks payable to St. Mary Orthodox Church 
 
Please complete form and return to Shireen Salman or mail to: 
     St. Mary Orthodox Church 
        6330 W 127th Street. Palos Heights , IL 60463 
 

 

Any questions or comments please contact the church office at (708) 239-0004 or   
Shireen Salman at (708) 717-9640 

9:00am - 12 noon 
 

Registration: $20 Adults Children: $10 (10 & under)
Lake Katherine Nature Center and Botanic Gardens 
7402 Lake Katherine Dr. Palos Heights, IL 60463 

 

Please Register by clicking Here 

St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights 

Saturday, August 19th,  2017 

https://form.jotformpro.com/72115432745957
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* Food * Drinks * Music * Animal Rides * Games * Vendors * 

For sponsorship opportunities please call 708-239-0004 

St. Mary Orthodox Church 
and the Fuheis American Association 

Invite you to our annual  


