
   
    

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH  
The Self -Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America  

  

òThe disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.ó (Acts 11:26) 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org) 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

  
St. Mary Parish Clergy 
V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Rev. Fr. Danial Doss (OCA) 

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 

 
Parish Council 
Luai Sweiss - Chairman 

Isa Riadi - Vice Chairman 

Fadi Abu Manneh - Treasurer 

Scott Abdo - Financial Secretary 

John Eannace - Secretary 

Magida Abudayyeh  

Nidal Al-Farah 

Jason Haddad 

Natalie Salman 

Rashid Sweis 

 
Parish Ministries 
Sunday School - Philip Riske 

SOYO - Jehan Tadros 

YAM - Marram Salman 

Antiochian Women - Nihad Sweis 

Fundraising - Rashid Sweis 

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 

OCLife - Nancy Cannon 

Fishers of Men - John Eannace 

Athletics - Nidal Haddad 

Choir - Michael Rascia 

Chanters - Khaled Salman, Faris 

Samawi and Danny Haddad 

Webmaster - Sana Sweis 

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss 

 
Office 
May Sweis 
office@stmaryoc.org 
 
Church Hall Rental 
Call the church office or email our 
Office Administrator 

August 6th 2017 
Feast of the Transfiguration of  

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  

 

Weekly Schedule of Services: 

Saturday Great Vespers 5:00pm 

(Confessions heard after Great Vespers) 

Sunday Orthros 8:45am followed by Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

Wednesday Morning Prayers followed by Arabic Bible Study 10:00am 

Check our website for feast day services and all other services 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a ñWelcome Packet.ò 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Changes in the Liturgy 

First Antiphon 

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, in the city of our God, in His holy 
mountain. Who settest fast the mountains by Thy strength, Who art girded about 
with power. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Savior, save us! 

Who coverest Thyself with light as with a garment. The mountains shall rejoice at 
the presence of the Lord, for He cometh; yea, He is come to judge the earth. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Savior, save us! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and un-
to ages of ages. Amen. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us! 

Second Antiphon 

His foundations are in the holy mountains. The Lord loveth the gates of Zion 
more than all the dwellings of Jacob. 

Save us, O Son of God, Who was transfigured on Mount Tabor, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. 

Save us, O Son of God, Who was transfigured on Mount Tabor, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Zion is our mother, a man shall say, and such a man was born in her; and the 
Most High Himself hath established her. 

Save us, O Son of God, Who was transfigured on Mount Tabor, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and  
unto ages of ages. Amen. 

O only-begotten son and word of Godé 

Third Antiphon 

Of Thy mercies, O Lord, will I sing forever. The heavens shall confess Thy   
wonders, O Lord, and Thy truth in the congregation of saints. Blessed is the   
people that knoweth jubilation. O Lord, in the light of Thy countenance shall they 
walk, and in Thy Name shall they rejoice all the day long. 
 
Thou wast transfigured on the Mount, O Christ our God, revealing thy glory to thy Disciples 
as far as they could bear it. Let thine everlasting light shine upon us sinners, through the 
prayers of the Theotokos, O Giver of Light, glory to thee! 
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Entrance Hymn 

For with Thee is the fountain of life, and in Thy light shall we see light. 

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast transfigured on Mount Tabor, who sing to 
Thee: Alleluia! 

Troparion of the Transfiguration (Tone Seven) 

Thou wast transfigured on the Mount, O Christ our God, revealing thy glory to 
thy Disciples as far as they could bear it. Let thine everlasting light shine upon us 
sinners, through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Giver of Light, glory to thee! 

Kontakion of the Transfiguration (Tone Seven) 

Thou wast transfigured on the mount, and thy Disciples, in so far as they were 
able, beheld thy glory, O Christ our God: so that, when they should see thee    
crucified, they would remember that thy suffering was voluntary, and could      
declare to all the world that thou art truly the effulgent Splendor of the Father. 

Epistle for the Feast of the Transfiguration 

 

O Lord, how manifold are Thy works; in wisdom hast Thou made them all! 
Bless the Lord, O my soul! 
The Reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Peter (1:10-19). 
Brethren, be the more zealous to confirm your call and election, for if you do this 
you will never fall; so there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the 
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Therefore, I intend always 
to remind you of these things, though you know them and are established in the 
truth that you have. I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to arouse you by 
way of reminder, since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our 
Lord Jesus Christ showed me. And I will see to it that after my departure you may 
be able at any time to recall these things. For we did not follow cleverly devised 
myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when He received honor and 
glory from God the Father and the voice was borne to Him by the Majestic Glory, 
ñThis is My beloved Son, with Whom I am well pleased,ò we heard this voice 
borne from heaven, for we were with Him on the holy mountain. And we have the 
prophetic word made surer. You will do well to pay attention to this as to a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 
hearts. 
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Gospel for the Feast of the Transfiguration 

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (17:1-9). 
At that time, Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John his brother, and led 
them up a high mountain apart. And He was transfigured before them, and His 
face shone like the sun, and His garments became white as light. And behold, 
there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with Him. And Peter said to    
Jesus, ñLord, it is well that we are here; if you wish, I will make three booths 
here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.ò He was still speaking, 
when lo, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, 
ñThis is My beloved Son, with Whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.ò When 
the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces, and were filled with awe. But    
Jesus came and touched them, saying, ñRise, and have no fear.ò And when they 
lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. And as they were coming 
down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, ñTell no one the vision, until the Son 
of man is raised from the dead.ò 

Megalynarion for the Feast of the Transfiguration (Tone Eight) 

Now hath been heard that which hath never been heard before; for the Son, Who 
is from the Virgin without father, hath been testified to in glory by the voice of the 
Father; for He Himself is God and Man together unto the end of the ages. 

Koinonikon for the Feast of the Transfiguration (Tone Eights) 

We shall walk, O Lord, in the light of the glory of Thy countenance; 

and in Thy Name shall we rejoice forever. Alleluia! 

Instead of ñWe have seen the true lightéò, sing: 

Troparion of the Feast of the Transfiguration (Tone Seven) 

Thou wast transfigured on the Mount, O Christ our God, revealing thy glory to 
thy Disciples as far as they could bear it. Let thine everlasting light shine upon us 
sinners, through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Giver of Light, glory to thee! 

Prayer for the Blessing of Grapes on the Feast of the Transfiguration 
  
After ñBlessed be the Name of the Lordò, the clergy gather on the solea in front of the table where the 
grapes are placed for this annual blessing. 
  
The Choir first sings the Troparion and the Kontakion of the Feast of the Transfiguration. 

  
Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord! 
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Choir: Lord have Mercy! 

  
Priest: Bless, O Lord, this new fruit of the vine, which thou hast graciously been 
pleased to permit to come to maturity, through calm seasons and gentle rains and 
favorable weather; and let it be unto joy for those of us who shall partake of this 
offspring of the vine; and may we offer it as a gift to thee unto the purification of 
our sins, through the sacred and holy Body and blood of thy Christ, with whom 
thou art blessed together with thine all-holy and good and life-giving Spirit, now 
and ever, unto ages of ages. 

  
Choir: Amen! 

  
Sprinkling Holy Water, the priest blesses the Grapes three times saying: 

  
Priest: These Grapes are blessed through sprinkling with this Holy Water, in the 
Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit! (3x) 
  

Choir: Amen! 

REMINDER 
 

 

In an effort to eliminate distractions, collection baskets will 
not be passed during the Divine Liturgy. Instead, we kindly 
ask you to make your donation or pledge before or after  
service by placing it in the donation box at the entrance of 
the church. Envelopes are available on both sides of the   
donation box. Please keep this in mind since we 
depend on your contributions. Thank you for your 
generosity! 



Epistle Reading 
 

8/6: Delia Haddad & Danny Haddad 
8/13: Subdn. Matthew & Rima Sleiman 

 

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 

8/6: Elias and Raedah Tadros & Family 

8/13: Elia and Lily Sweiss & Family 

8/20: Refqa Sweis & Family 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 

signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. 

Itôs this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners 

at the end of the service. What better way to honor 

your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,          

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and 

it encourages fellowship among our community. 

Churching  
Eliana 

Parents: Billy &Angela James 
Congratulations! 

1 Year Memorial 
Shafeqah Alfarah 

Memory Eternal! 

40 Day Memorial 
Ibrahim Swais 

Memory Eternal! 

3 Year Memorial 
Sabha Sweiss 

Memory Eternal! 

Baby Boy 
Jack William 

Parents: Anthony & Rhonda Tolbert 
Congratulations! 

Baptism 
Nathaniel James 

Parents: Danny & Jane Haddad  
Congratulations! 

REMINDER 
 

 

Arabic Bible Study is back in 
session with Fr. Danial. 

Wednesdays  

starting with morning prayer at 

10:00am  

Baby Boy 
Bishara 

Parents: Jiries & Mera Sweis 
Congratulations! 

Baby Girl 
Layla 

Parents: Jeries & Madeline Tadros 
Congratulations! 
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Thu Aug 3 10:00am ï 2:00pm Vacation Church School 

7:00pm ï 8:00pm Open Gym  

Fri Aug 4 10:00am ï 2:00pm Vacation Church School  

7:00pm Paraklesis Service 

Sat Aug 5 11:30am ï 1:30pm Feed My Starving Children Humanitarian Event -                           
555 Exchange Court, Aurora, IL 60504 

5:00pm ï 5:45pm Great Vespers (followed by confession)  

Sun Aug 6 8:45am Orthros 

10:00am ï 11:30am Divine Liturgy for the Transfiguration w/ Blessing of 
Grapes  

4:00pm ï 8:00pm St. Mary's Basketball League Games 

Tue Aug 8 7:00pm ï 8:00pm Open Gym  

Wed Aug 9 10:00am ï 10:30am Morning Prayers  

10:30am ï 12:30pm Arabic Bible Study - St. Mary's Fellowship Hall  

7:00pm Paraklesis Service 

Thu Aug 10 7:00pm ï 8:00pm Open Gym 

Fri Aug 11 7:00pm Paraklesis Service 

Sat Aug 12 12:00pm ï 6:00pm Orthodox Christian Youth Workers Workshop -                                
St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church 

5:00pm ï 5:45pm Great Vespers (followed by confession)  

6:00pm St. Mary's Marching Band Meeting 

Sun Aug 13 4:00pm Basketball League Championship Game 

8:00am ï 2:00pm Blood Drive - St. Mary's Gymnasium 

8:45am Orthros  

10:00am ï 11:30am Divine Liturgy  

4:00pm ï 8:00pm St. Mary's Basketball League Games 

Mon Aug 14 6:00pm Orthros for Feast of Dormition  

7:00pm Annual Feast Day Liturgy w/ Pot Luck Dinner 
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Annual Feast Day Liturgy and Potluck Celebration 

 Feast of the Dormition 
Come and Celebrate with us on  

Monday, August 14th 

6:00 pm - Orthros 7:00 pm - Divine Liturgy 
Followed by a potluck dinner  

 

DORMITION  FAST  
 

Tuesday, August 1st begins the Dormition Fast which is a 
two week fast in honor of  our Patron Saint, the Virgin Mary.  

 

Paraklesis Services will be held on  
Wednesdays and Fridays at 7:00pm  

 

The fast will continue until after our feast day liturgy  
Monday evening, August 14th 

 
 

Please mark your calendars.  
God bless! 
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John 12:26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant 

be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 

 

August 6 Team B: Sharbel Samawi, Anthony Haddad, Hashem Tadros, Yousef A. Tadros, 
Jacob Tadros, Yousef R. Tadros, Faris Tadros, Basil Tadros, David Alnemri,  Daniel Alnemri, 
Jaisingh Riske,  Sharbel Alafnan, Michael Galuszynski, Nicholas Abu-Manneh, Sleman  
Shaheen, Gus Bousheh, Nicholas Bousheh, Abraham Sweis, Ryan Alhourani, Adrian         
Alhourani, Nicholas Alsweis, Mark Salman, Michael Salman. 

ATTENTION ALL ALTAR SERVERS  

and PARENTS of ALTAR SERVERS 
 PARENTS PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE BELOW, AND INFORM 

YOUR CHILDREN WHO ARE SERVING  

(NOTE the new entrance to the  Holy Altar, and arrival time) 
 

ENTERING THE HOLY ALTAR: PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE 
When entering the Holy Altar, no one is allowed to enter through the curtains of the Icono-
stas.  You MUST enter through the walkway BEHIND the Chanters/Choir to the far left of 
the church.  No one is allowed to enter through the Curtains of the Iconostas. 

ARRIVAL TIME:  The Divine Liturgy begins at 10am;  All Altar Boys MUST be in the 
Altar BEFORE 10am;  if you arrive late, you will be sent back to sit with your family. 

TEAMS: 
Effective with Sunday April 23rd, All Altar boys must follow the schedule of their Team.  
So, Sunday April 23rd is for Team A; Sunday April 30th is Team B.  Please only serve on 
those designated dates for your Team. 

DRESSING for the Altar: 
Gym/Running shoes are not appropriate for the Holy Altar.  You must wear dress/casual 
shoes.  Also, no shorts or T-shirts are allowed. 
 

Any questions or concerns please see Sub deacons Matthew or Amir. 

August 13 Team A:  Murad Salman, David Sweiss, Michael Sweiss, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph 
Haddad, Rami Sweis, Saleem Swaiss, Samer Sweis, Christian Sweis, Charlie Sayeg, Malik 
Tadros, Ameer Tadros, Faris Makhamreh, Issa Khoury, Philip Haddad, Yazen Swaiss, Yanal 
Swaiss, Joseph  Fallouh, Joseph Sweis, Abdallah Sweis, Jordan Haddad. 
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Feed My Starving Children 

 

Date: Saturday, August 5th, 2017  

Time: 11:30am - 1:30pm  
(please be there by 11:00) 

 

 Location:  Feed My Starving Children,   
555 Exchange Court 
Aurora, IL 

  
Please Register by clicking HERE 

 

Purpose: Pack meals for starving children Feed My 
Starving Children is a Christian nonprofit hunger relief 
organization.  We have reserved for 75 people.  This is 
a parish wide event for anyone age 5 & older. 

https://form.jotformpro.com/71905684645971
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Win a New  
2017 Toyota Camry SE  
or $15,000 cash 
$100 per ticket 

Winner will be announced on 
Sunday, 9/24/2017 

 

St. Mary Orthodox Church 
6330 W 127th St., Palos Heights, IL  

708-239-0004 

 

St. Mary Orthodox Church 

Blood Drive 
Sunday, August 13, 2017 

8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
LifeSource Donor Coach 

 

To schedule your appointment please contact: 
LifeSource at 877-543-3768 or online at 
lifesource.org and use group code 833E 

 

Appointments Recommended and Walk-ins Welcome 
 

PREPARE FOR YOUR DONATION * EAT WELL* STAY HYDRATED* BRING ID 
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Dear families and friends, we are glad to 
announce that Arabic school will be start-

ing September 9th  
and it will be held on  

Saturdays from 10:45am to 1:00pm.   

Registration will begin August 13th in the  
hallway outside of the church hall.  If you have 
any questions please call the Arabic School  
Director Elia Sweiss at 708-707-1395. 
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¸ƻǳϥǊŜ LƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ 

 

¢ƘŜ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 

 

ŦƻǊ 

 

!ƴǝƻŎƘƛŀƴ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ 
¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ŀƴŘ bƻǊǘƘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ !ǊŜŀǎ 

 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мнǘƘ bƻƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ±ŜǎǇŜǊǎ όсtaύ 
 

IƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ {ŀƛƴǘ aŀǊȅ !ƴǝƻŎƘƛŀƴ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
соол ² мнтǘƘ {ǘΣ tŀƭƻǎ IŜƛƎƘǘǎΣ L[ 

 

[ǳƴŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀǎǝƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ 
{ǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ bƻƴ-hōƭƛƎŀǘƻǊȅ 5ƻƴŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ [ǳƴŎƘ Ϸмл 

 

aŀƛƴ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΥ .ƻō {ƴȅŘŜǊΣ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŜ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ 

 

¢ƘŜƳŜΥ  /ƻƻǇŜǊŀǝǾŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ǊŜŀǝǾŜ !Ǌǘǎ ¢ƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлмт-нлму {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
¸ŜŀǊ 
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His Grace Bishop ANTHONY  
Bishop of  Toledo and the Midwest 

Friday , August 18th   

  6:30pm ð   Antiochian Women Meeting w/ Sayidna 

Saturday , August 19th   

  8:00am ð   Annual Humanitarian Walk 

11:00am ð  Brunch w/ Sayidna after the Walk at RoyalBerry 

  3:30pm ð   Specials Needs Ministry Prayer Service  

  5:00pm ð   Great Vespers 

  6:00pm ð   Parish Potluck Dinner 

Sunday, August 20th  

  8:45am ð   Orthros 

10:00am ð  Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 

11:45am ð  Awards Ceremony w/ Bishop Anthony 

12:00pm ð  Procession celebrating our Foundersõ Day Weekend 

  Refreshments to follow in the gymnasium 

Annual Foundersõ Day Weekend Annual Foundersõ Day Weekend Annual Foundersõ Day Weekend    

with our Bishop!with our Bishop!with our Bishop!   
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Have Faith. Give generously. Spread hope. Laugh frequently.  
Love unconditionally. Live fully. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
Participant Name(s): _________________________________________________________ 
 
            _________________________________________________________ 
 
                                 _________________________________________________________ 
 
                                 
Phone:  ______________________________   Email address: ____________________________ 
 
 
Please Circle Adult Shirt Size:    S      M     L     XL         XXL    XXXL 
 
 
Please Circle Youth Shirt Size:   S M     L     XL         XXL     XXXL 
 
 
Checks payable to St. Mary Orthodox Church 
 
Please complete form and return to Shireen Salman or mail to: 
     St. Mary Orthodox Church 
        6330 W 127th Street. Palos Heights , IL 60463 
 

 

Any questions or comments please contact the church office at (708) 239-0004 or   
Shireen Salman at (708) 717-9640 

9:00am - 12 noon 
 

Registration: $20 Adults Children: $10 (10 & under)
Lake Katherine Nature Center and Botanic Gardens 
7402 Lake Katherine Dr. Palos Heights, IL 60463 

 

Please Register by clicking Here 

St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights 

Saturday, August 19th,  2017 

https://form.jotformpro.com/72115432745957
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Back to School 
Everyone knows the building anticipation as kids get ready to return to 
school. There's excitement and nerves, an eagerness to start a new year, a 
sadness that summer is ending. Unfortunately, counting down the days to a 
new school year is yet another reminder of struggle for many kids across the 
country. Imagine how excitement would turn to anxiety if going back to 
school meant a supply list filled with items that mom and dad couldn't afford. 

FOCUS sent our Parish 24 brand-new backpacks to sponsor. There is a sign-
out sheet for Parish families to take the backpacks home and fill them with 
the supplies that are listed on a sheet included inside the backpack.             
Also, included in the backpack is a $10 donation envelope to FOCUS to  
cover the cost of the backpack. Once filled, parishioners need to return the 

backpacks to church no later than August 27th and the coordinator will  
deliver them a local FOCUS partner that works with children in need.   

FOCUS North America's Back to School program involves parishes across 
the country in providing high quality backpacks and school supplies to    
children when it is time to return to school. FOCUS works closely with 
school workers in every community to ensure that donated items are given to 
the kids who are experiencing homelessness, living in hotels, or doubled up 
with friends or family. 

Supplies Needed 
 

Glue Stick 
Ruler 
3 Ring Binder 
Pack of Pens 
Highlighter 
Subject Folder 
Box of Pencils 
Lined Paper 
Scissors 
Pencil Box 
Spiral Notebooks 
Crayons 
Calculator 
Notebook Dividers 
Colored Pencils 
 
And $10 donation to cover cost of Backpack. 

Please sign-out your 
backpack today. 

If you have any questions please contact 
Shireen Salman at 708-717-9640. 
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* Food * Drinks * Music * Animal Rides * Games * Vendors * 

For sponsorship opportunities please call 708-239-0004 

St. Mary Orthodox Church 
and the Fuheis American Association 

Invite you to our annual  
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Weekly Synaxarion 

 On August 6 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate 
the divine Transfiguration of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus 
Christ. This glorious event is recorded in the Gospels of Mark (9:2-
13), Luke (9:28-36 in Orthros) and Matthew (17:1-9 in Liturgy). In 
the third year of His preaching, the Lord Jesus often spoke to His 
disciples of His approaching passion and His glorious Resurrec-
tion.  So that His impending passion would not totally weaken His 
disciples, the All-wise Savior wanted to show them His divine   
glory before His passion on the Holy Cross. (This is why we sing 
the Katavasias of the Holy Cross on this day.)  For that reason, He 
took Peter, James and John with Him and went out at night to 
Mount Tabor.  The Lord took only three disciples on Tabor because 
the Lord did not want to leave the unworthy Judas alone at the foot 
of the mountain so that the betrayer would not, by that, justify his 
betrayal.  Our Lord was transfigured on a mountain and not in a 
valley to teach us two virtues: love of labor and godly-thoughts.  
For, climbing to the heights required labor and height represents 
the heights of our thoughts, i.e., godly-thoughts.  Moses and Elijah 
appeared in order to destroy the erroneous thought of the Jews that 
the Christ is one of the prophets; that is why He appears as a King 
above the prophets and that is why Moses and Elijah appear as His 
servants.  Until then, our Lord manifested His divine power many 
times to the disciples but, on Mount Tabor, He manifested His     
divine nature.  This vision of His Divinity and the hearing of the 
heavenly witness about Him as the Son of God would serve the 
disciples in the days of the Lordôs passion, in strengthening of an 
unwavering faith in Him and His final victory. Unto Christ God be 
glory and dominion unto the ages. Amen. 
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 All proceeds from advertisements support St. Mary Church 
  

  

  

  

  

Please support all sponsors who appear in this bulletin 

Call us at (708)430-7008 or visit http://ramallahjewelry.com/ 

 Dresses for all  
your special occasions  

 

(708)671-8682 

12236 S. Harlem  Palos Heights, IL 60463 

ElegantCoutureBoutique  Elegant_Couture www.ElegantCouture.com  

http://www.ramallahjewelry.com/
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 All proceeds from advertisements support St. Mary Church 

Please support all sponsors who appear in this bulletin 

  

  

  

  

 http://www.utbhome.com 
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Professional Hair Stylist 

   

708-496-3344  866-912-9802  

8230 S. Harlem Avenue - Bridgeview, IL 60455   

  

John F. Hann Sr - Owner 
johnsr@hannfuneralhome.com  

Burial  Pre-Planning Shipping Services �‡ �‡ 

3-31-17 3-31-18 

 

The defense of Federal & State criminal cases & 
The prosecution of significant personal injury matters 

 
708.361.2200   www.EannaceLaw.com 

  

http://www.utbhome.com

