
   
    

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH  
The Self -Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America  

  

òThe disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.ó (Acts 11:26) 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org) 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

  
St. Mary Parish Clergy 
V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 

 
Parish Council 
Luai Sweiss - Chairman 

Isa Riadi - Vice Chairman 

Fadi Abu Manneh - Treasurer 

Scott Abdo - Financial Secretary 

John Eannace - Secretary 

Magida Abudayyeh  

Nidal Al-Farah 

Jason Haddad 

Abeer Khouri 

Rashid Sweis 

 
Parish Ministries 
Sunday School - Philip Riske 

SOYO - Jehan Tadros 

YAM - Marram Salman 

Antiochian Women - Nihad Sweis 

Fundraising - Rashid Sweis 

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 

OCLife - Nancy Cannon 

Fishers of Men - John Eannace 

Athletics - Nidal Haddad 

Choir - Michael Rascia 

Chanters - Khaled Salman and 

Faris Samawi 

Webmaster - Sana Sweis 

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss 

 
Office 
May Sweis 
administrator@stmaryoc.org 
 
Church Hall Rental 
Call the church office or email our 
Office Administrator 

February 12th 2017 
 

Sunday of the Prodigal Son  

 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: 5:00 p.m. -- Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Orthros -- 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. -- Daily Orthros, 10:30 a.m. -- Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a ñWelcome Packet.ò 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Changes in the Liturgy 

Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone One) 

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most 
pure body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O Saviour, granting life to the world; 
for which cause the Heavenly Powers cried aloud unto Thee, O Giver of Life, 
Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ!  Glory to Thy Kingdom! Glory to Thy  

Providence! O Thou who alone art the Lover of Mankind.   

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy 
falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, 
being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls 

from death.  

Kontakion of the Prodigal Son (Tone Three) 

When I disobeyed in ignorance thy Fatherly glory, I wasted in iniquities the riches 
that thou gavest me.  Wherefore, I cry to thee with the voice of the prodigal son, 
saying: I have sinned before thee, O compassionate Father, receive me repentant, 

and make me as one of thy hired servants.   

Epistle for the Sunday of the Prodigal Son  

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us! 
Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous! 
The Reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (6:12-20). 
Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful. All things are 
lawful for me, but I will not be enslaved by anything. Food is meant for the  
stomach and the stomach for food; but God will destroy both one and the other. 
The body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 
And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by His power. Do you not 
know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take the members 
of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that 
he who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is   
written, ñThe two shall become one flesh.ò But he who is united to the Lord     
becomes one spirit with Him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man 
commits is outside the body; but the immoral man sins against his own body. Do 
you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you 
have from God? You are not your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify 
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are Godôs.  
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REMINDER 
 

In an effort to eliminate distractions, collection baskets will not be passed during 
the Divine Liturgy. Instead, we kindly ask you to make your donation 
or pledge before or after  service by placing it in the donation box at 
the  entrance of the church.  Envelopes are available on both sides of 
the donation box.  Please keep this in mind since we depend on your        
contributions. Thank you for your generosity! 

Gospel for the Sunday of the Prodigal Son  

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (15:11-32). 
The Lord spoke this parable:  ñThere was a man who had two sons; and the 
younger of them said to his father, óFather, give me the share of property that falls 
to me.ô  And he divided his living between them.  Not many days later, the  
younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there 
he squandered his property in loose living.  And when he had spent everything, a 
great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want.  So he went and 
joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields 
to feed swine.  And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and 
no one gave him anything.  But when he came to himself he said, óHow many of 
my fatherôs hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with 
hunger!  I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, ñFather, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son; treat me as one of your hired servants.òô  And he arose and came to his father.  
But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and 
ran and embraced him and kissed him.  And the son said to him, óFather, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son.ô  But the father said to his servants, óBring quickly the best robe, and put it 
on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf 
and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is found.ô  And they began to make merry. Now his elder 
son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music 
and dancing.  And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant.  And 
he said to him, óYour brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, 
because he has received him safe and sound.ô  But the son was angry and refused 
to go in.  His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, óLo, 
these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet 
you never gave me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends.  But when this 
son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him 
the fatted calf!ô  And he said to him, óSon, you are always with me, and all that is 
mine is yours.  It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was 
dead, and is alive; he was lost and is found.ôò  



 

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 

2/12:  Elias and Raedah Tadros & Family 

2/19:  Faris and Joleat Samawi & Family 

2/26:  Raed and Jeanette Bisharat & Family 

Epistle Reading 
 

2/12:  Delia Haddad & Joleat Samawi 
2/19: Subdn. Matthew & Khaled Salman 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 

signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. 

Itôs this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners 

at the end of the service. What better way to honor 

your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,          

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and 

it encourages fellowship among our community. 

HOUSE BLESSINGS 
 

Traditionally, at the feast of our Lordôs Theophany on January 6th, we bless water 
which is used to sanctify the homes of all the faithful. In bringing 
the blessed water to our homes, and sprinkling it in each room, we 
rid our house of any evil influence, and rededicate it to God in a   
special way. As we were once renewed by the waters of our own 
baptism into Christ, so too our home, and our entire lives, are       
re-dedicated and renewed unto Christ our God each year at this 
time. Please contact Fr. Mousa, Fr. Malek, or Fr. Danial if you 
would like your home blessed this year. 

6 Month Memorial 

Shafeqah Ayed Alfarah 

Memory Eternal! 

Community Service 
If you are looking to fulfill 
your  community service hours 
or just want to extend a     
helping hand please call St. 
Maryôs Church office at      
708-239-0004.   

Divine Liturgy for  
Saturday of Souls 

Saturday, February 18th 
Orthros at 8:45 am 
Liturgy at 10:00 am 

40 Day Memorial 

Clair Abou Kasm 

Memory Eternal! 

12 Year Memorial 

 Ibsharah Yaqoub Alfarah 

Memory Eternal! 

Memory Eternal 
 Maen Ereifej  
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John 12:26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant 

be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 

ALTAR BOYS GUIDELINES  
 

Parents and Altar Boys, please read.   
These guidelines are to preserve the holiness of  

serving in the Holy Altar: 

 

Dress Code: It is important that all Altar Boys who are serving on their assigned Sunday 
(see Team assignment in the bulletin), that they dress appropriately to serve in the Holy    
Altar: 
No gym shoes.  Black dress shoes 

No shorts or jeans.  Long, dress pants are mandatory 
No T-Shirts or Polo Shirts.  Dress shirts only 
Arrival ON TIME:  This means arriving BEFORE 10am, otherwise the Altar Boy will not 
be allowed to serve.  PARENTS:  Please adhere to this, as arrival on time is necessary to 
vest on time, as instructed in the past.  Parents will have to explain to their son why he is  
unable to serve. 

Behavior:  All Altar Boys must behave during their time in the Holy Altar.  If anyone    
misbehaves, the Sub-Deacons will send them back to their parents with a note regarding 
their behavior. 

 

Thank you,   
Any questions, please see Sub-Deacon Matthew, Sub-Deacon Amir, or Deacon Saed. 

February 12th -  Team B: Sharbel Samawi, Anthony Haddad, Hashem Tadros, Yousef A. Tadros, Yousef 
R. Tadros, Faris Tadros, Basil Tadros, David Alnemri,  Daniel Alnemri, Jaisingh Riske, Sharbel Alafnan,     
Michael Galuszynski, Nicholas Abu-Manneh, Sleman Shaheen, Gus Bousheh, Nicholas Bousheh, Yazen 
Swaiss, Yanal Swaiss, Joseph Fallouh, Abraham Sweis, Ryan Alhourani, Adrian Alhourani. 

February 19th -  Team A: Murad Salman, Jordan Albakhit, George Albakhit, David Sweiss, Michael 
Sweiss, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph Haddad, Rami Sweis, Saleem Swaiss, Samer Sweis, Christian Sweis, Charlie 
Sayeg, Malik Tadros, Ameer Tadros, Faris Makhamreh, Issa Khoury, Philip Haddad. 
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ˤ˻ˢƶǃå ÷˦ ˮƪǙåā þƓ˻˶ǃå èƓǆ˗Ƥ   Lent & Holy Week Services   2017 

ɉƓˮƬFebruary 18   ˙˲˴ǃå çǚƮ :˕ˮ˴ǃå  èå˦ǆǕå ˕ˮ˴ǃSaturday: Orthros for Saturday of Souls  ƓơƓˮƮ8:45am  

 èå˦ǆǕå ˕ˮ˴ǃ ñå˗ǀǃåLiturgy for Saturday of Souls    ƓơƓˮƮ10:00am  

ɉƓˮƬFebruary 26  ˗ơǕå :Ɨ˲ǆƓ˴˸ǃå ˗ơǕ æā˙ƺǃå çǚùƮ Sunday: Forgiveness Vespers    ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ɉƓˮƬFebruary 27  ˥˻˹ƛǗå : Ɏ̇ùˮḧǃå þ˦ù˹ǃå çǚùƮ Monday: Great Compline w/ Canon to St. Andrew   ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ɉƓˮƬFebruary 28   :ßƓƛǚ˰ǃå Ɏ̇ùˮḧǃå þ˦ù˹ǃå çǚùƮ Tuesday: Great Compline w/ Canon to St. Andrew   ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ïåîàMarch 1  Ǌ˴Ȼ˗ǀƙ ɖƕƓ˴ǃå ñå˗ǀǃå :ßƓƶɁïǕåWednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy     ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm 

  :ßƓƶɁïǕå Ɏ̇ùˮḧǃå þ˦ù˹ǃå çǚùƮ Wednesday: Great Compline w/ Canon to St. Andrew 
  

ßƓ˴ǆ8:30pm 

ïåîàMarch 2   :˛˻˸˳ǃå Ɏ̇ùˮḧǃå þ˦ù˹ǃå çǚùƮ Thursday: Great Compline w/ Canon to St. Andrew   ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ïåîàMarch 3  ǊǃǗå ç˗ǃåā ƠȻ˗ǆ Ɨǆ˗Ƥ :Ɨƶ˸˱ǃåFriday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner    ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ïåîàMarch 6    Ɏ̇ùˮḧǃå þ˦ù˹ǃå çǚùƮ :˥˻ ƛ˹ǗåMonday: Great Compline ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ïåîàMarch 8  Ǌ˴Ȼ˗ǀƙ ɖƕƓ˴ǃå ñå˗ǀǃå :ßƓƶɁïǕåWednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy    ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

 Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
8410 W 131st St.  Palos Park, IL 60464 

 

ïåîàMarch 10  ǊǃǗå ç˗ǃåā ƠȻ˗ǆ Ɨǆ˗Ƥ :Ɨƶ˸˱ǃåFriday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner   ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ïåîàMarch 13  ˥˻˹ƛǗå : Ɏ̇ùˮḧǃå þ˦ù˹ǃå çǚùƮ Monday: Great Compline    ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ïåîàMarch 15  Ǌ˴Ȼ˗ǀƙ ɖƕƓ˴ǃå ñå˗ǀǃå :ßƓƶɁïǕåWednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy    ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

 St. Luke Orthodox Church 
10700 S Kean Ave.  Palos Hills, IL 60465 

 

ïåîàMarch 17  ǊǃǗå ç˗ǃåā ƠȻ˗ǆ Ɨǆ˗Ƥ :Ɨƶ˸˱ǃåFriday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner    ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ïåîàMarch 20  ˥˻˹ƛǗå : Ɏ̇ùˮḧǃå þ˦ù˹ǃå çǚùƮ Monday: Great Compline    ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ïåîàMarch 22  Ǌ˴Ȼ˗ǀƙ ɖƕƓ˴ǃå ñå˗ǀǃå :ßƓƶɁïǕåWednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy     ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

 St. Mary will be hosting the local Palos Churches 
Followed by a Lenten potluck 
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ïåîàMarch 24  çïƓ˵ˮǃå ˗˻ƶǃ ˙˲˴ǃå çǚƮ :Ɨƶ˸˱ǃåFriday:  Orthros for the Feast of the Annunciation    ßƓ˴ǆ6:00pm  

 ϢϼϝЇϡЮϜ ϹуЛЮ ЀϜϹЧЮϜLiturgy for the Feast of the Annunciation    
With the singing of the 4th Stasis of the Akathist w/ Potluck  

ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ïåîàMarch 27  ˥˻˹ƛǗå : Ɏ̇ùˮḧǃå þ˦ù˹ǃå çǚùƮ Monday: Great Compline    ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ïåîàMarch 29  ßƓƶɁïǕå : Ɏ̇ùˮḧǃå þ˦ù˹ǃå çǚùƮ Wednesday: Great Compline w/ Canon to St. Andrew    ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ïåîàMarch 31  ǊǃǗå ç˗ǃåā ƠȻ˗ǆ Ɨǆ˗Ƥ :Ɨƶ˸˱ǃåFriday: Akathist w/ Potluck Dinner    ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ÿƓ˴˻ǈApril 3  ˥˻˹ƛǗå : Ɏ̇ùˮḧǃå þ˦ù˹ǃå çǚùƮ Monday: Great Compline    ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ÿƓ˴˻ǈApril 5  Ǌ˴Ȼ˗ǀƙ ɖƕƓ˴ǃå ñå˗ǀǃå :ßƓƶɁïǕåWednesday: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy     ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ÿƓ˴˻ǈApril 7   :Ɨƶ˸˱ǃå ÿ˦ǈƓƿïðƓƶ˻ǃå ˕ˮƪFriday: Canon to Lazarus (w/ Little Compline)   ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ÿƓ˴˻ǈApril 8   ïðƓƶ˻ǃå ˕ˮ˴ǃ ˙˲˴ǃå çǚƮ :˕ˮ˴ǃåSaturday: Lazarus Saturday Orthros   ƓơƓˮƮ8:45am  

   ïðƓƶ˻ǃå ˕ˮ˴ǃ ñå˗ǀǃåLazarus Saturday Liturgy ƓơƓˮƮ10:00am  

  æā˙ƺǃå çǚƮ ˗˻ƶǃ˥˻ǈƓƶ˵ǃåGreat Vespers for Palm Sunday    ßƓ˴ǆ5:00pm  

ÿƓ˴˻ǈApril 9   :˗ơǙå ˗˻ƶǃ ñå˗ǀǃå Ɨǆ˗Ƥ˥˻ǈƓƶ˵ǃå Sunday: Palm Sunday Liturgy    ƓơƓˮƮ10:00am  

 ǏǃāǕå ˥˯˳ǃå 1st Bridegroom Service    ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ÿƓ˴˻ǈApril 10    :˥˻˹ƛǗåƗ˻ǈƓ˰ǃå ˥˯˳ǃå Monday: 2nd Bridegroom Service    ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ÿƓ˴˻ǈApril 11    :ßƓƛǚ˰ǃåƗ˰ǃƓ˰ǃå ˥˯˳ǃå Tuesday: 3rd Bridegroom Service    ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ÿƓ˴˻ǈApril 12    :ßƓƶɁïǕåñ˗ǀ˸ǃå ˕ɂ̊ ǃå çǚƮ Wednesday: Holy Unction Service   ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ÿƓ˴˻ǈApril 13    :˛˻˸˳ǃåˤ˻ˢƶǃå ñ˦˻Ǆ˻ƪƓȺ ñå˗ƿ Thursday: Divine Liturgy of St. Basil   ƓơƓˮƮ10:00am  

  Ɨǆ˗ƤčĎ ˔Ǆ˶ǃåā Ɇ˻˱ǈå12 Passion Gospels   ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ÿƓ˴˻ǈApril 14   :Ɨƶ˸˱ǃåèƓƵƓ˴ǃå Ɨǆ˗Ƥ Friday: Royal Hours   ƓơƓˮƮ10:00am  

 æ˦Ǆ˶˸ǃå ýå̊ ǈå Ɨǆ˗ƤTaking Down From the Cross    ßƓ˴ǆ3:00pm  

 Ơ˻˴˸ǃå ðƓ˹ƞ Lamentations    

)˗˻ƶǃå Ɨ˻ǈå̇ ǌƪ (GOOD FRIDAY All-Night VIGIL to follow    

ßƓ˴ǆ7:00pm  

ÿƓ˴˻ǈApril 15   ñå˗ƿ :˕ˮ˴ǃåï˦˹ǃå ˕ˮƪ Saturday: Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil   ƓơƓˮƮ10:00am  

 Rush Procession & Matins followed by Paschal Liturgy        

ƗǆƓ˻ǀǃå ñå˗ƿā Ɨ˸˱ǌǃå Ü˗˻ƶǃå Ɨɂ̇ ˲ƪ 
ßƓ˴ǆ10:00pm  

ÿƓ˴˻ǈApril 16  é˦ƵƓˮǃå çǚƮ :˗ơǙå Sunday: Agape Vespers   å̇ ǌˡ1:30pm  

ˤ˻ˢƶǃå ÷˦ ˮƪǙåā þƓ˻˶ǃå èƓǆ˗Ƥ   Lent & Holy Week Services   2017 
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SOYO would like to invite you to  

L.A.R.  
Life After the Retreat  

 

Please join us as we reflect on our 11th annual high 
school retreat.   

 

ALL teens are welcome!  
 

Who: ALL Teens  

What: A GREAT EXPERIENCE!!!  

Where: St. Mary Orthodox Church (we will meet in the church for vespers)  

When: Saturday, February 11th @ 5:00 pm 

Why: Rima said so!   

ATTENTION TEENS!!!  
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/ÙÖÚÒÖÔÌËÐÈɯ-ɯ'ÖÞɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÐÌÚÛɯÜÚÌÚɯÛÏÌɯÏÖÓàɯÉÙÌÈË 

ƙȯƔƔ×Ôȯɯ&ÙÌÈÛɯ5ÌÚ×ÌÙÚ 

2ÈÛÜÙËÈàȮɯ,ÈÙÊÏɯƘÛÏȮɯƖƔƕƛɯ

ƕƖȯƔƔ×Ôɯ-ɯƚȯƔƔ×Ô 



 

11 

53*6.1) 0' 035)0%09: 
7&41&3 4&37*$& 

4hgfkgj]\ Zq 
5)& 035)0%09 $)3*45*"/ $-&3(: "440$*"5*0/ 0'  (3&"5&3 $)*$"(0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
"l æ¹ãà hºeº 

4mf\Yq g^ 0jl`g\gpq 
4mf\Yq· .Yj[` å· âàáç 

 
4lº (]gj_] "flag[`aYf 0jl`g\gp $`mj[` 

áââà 4gml` æàl` $gmjl 
$a[]jg· *ddafgak æàèàä 

 
)geadakl¹ 'Yl`]j +gkaY` 5j]f`Ye 

4lº "f\j]o 0jl`g\gp $`mj[` af 3an]jka\]· $Yº 
 

3]khgfk]k gǊ]j]\ Zq 
1Yf 0jl`g\gp $`gaj g^ (j]Yl]j $`a[Y_g 
(gj\YfY 5jZm`gna[`· %aj][lgj 



 

12 

 Date (at 7:00pm) Host Parish Reflection 

Wednesday, March 8th Sts. Peter & Paul Fr. Paul Jannakos 

Wednesday, March 15th St. Luke Fr. Malek Rihani 

Wednesday, March 22th St. Mary Fr. Vasyl Sendeha 

Pan-Orthodox Presanctified Liturgies  

 of  the Palos Churches  

Sts. Peter & Paul  

Ukrainian Orthodox Church 

8410 W. 131st St. 

Palos Park, IL 60464 

St. Luke Orthodox  

Church (OCA) 

10700 S. Kean Ave  

Palos Hills, IL 60465 

St. Mary Antiochian  

Orthodox Church 

6330 W. 127th St.  

Palos Heights, IL 60463 

The Orthodox churches of the Palos area will 

come together to celebrate the Presanctified 

Liturgies of the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Wednesdays 

of Lent at 7:00pm. Each parish will take turns 

to welcome local Orthodox clergy and laity 

and provide a Lenten Potluck dinner following 

the Liturgy. Also, a brief  Lenten reflection will 

be offered by one of  our priests. Please mark 

your calendars with the schedule below. 

òBehold, how good and how pleasant it is for 

brethren to dwell together in unity.ó 
Psalm 133:1 

 Let my  

 

  prayer  

 

  arise  as  

 

   incense  

 

    before  you  
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The Chicago-area Antiochian heritage churches present  
the 2017 Lenten Lecture Series! 

Uniting our faithful; and together sharing in the 
Passion of our Lord, and celebrating 

His Glorious Resurrection. 

òFor what good is it if we abstain from birds and fishes, but bite and 
devour our brothers and sisters?ó St. John Chrysostom 

Date Host Parish Presenter / Topic 

March 9th, 2017 

St. John Melkite Church 
with St. Afrem Syriac        

Orthodox Church  
200 E. North Ave.  
Northlake, IL 60164 

Fr. Joseph Abouid 
òThe Desert: a safe haven for 
the salvation of man, even in 

this day and ageó 

March 16th, 2017 

Our Lady of Lebanon  
Maronite Church 
950 N. Grace St.  
Lombard, IL 60148 

Fr. Mousa Haddad 
òThe Art of Forgivenessó 

March 23rd, 2017 

St. John Syriac  
Orthodox Church  
250 S. Villa Ave.  
Villa Park, IL 60181 

Fr. Pierre El Khoury 
òThe Agony in the Gardenó 

March 30th, 2017 

St. George Antiochian  
Orthodox Church  
1220 S. 60th Ct.  
Cicero, IL 60804 

Fr. Sharbel Bcheiry 
òBetween Theology and Welding:    
a reflection on manual labor from 

the perspective of a priest-workeró 

April 6th, 2017 

St. Mary Antiochian  
Orthodox Church  
6330 W. 127th St. 

Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Fr. Michael Hull 
òOur Crisis of Faithó 

All lectures will begin promptly at 7:00pm and will last for 45 minutes, 
followed by a 15 minute Q&A. Fellowship and Lenten dinner will follow. 
Please join us for these discussions and letõs travel together on a  

meaningful journey through this Holy Season of Lent. 
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òSpiritual Growth and the Virtuesó 

Saturday March 11, 2017 
11:00am-4:30pm 
 

Sts. Peter & Paul Orthodox Church 
8410 131st St  
Palos Park, IL 60464 

Please register online at:  

https://form.jotform.com/frmousa/pan-orthodox-lenten-retreat 

+ Open to Teens and 
Adults 

 

+ No registration fee 
 

+ Babysitting  
available for children 
at least 5 years of age  
($10 per child) 

Guest speaker 

 Mother Gabriella  
of Holy Dormition  

Orthodox Monastery 

SCHEDULE 
11:00am: Session 1 

with Mother Gabriella 
12:00pm: Small Groups 
12:30pm: Lenten Lunch 
1:30pm: Quiet time/  

Free time 
2:00pm: Session 2 with 

Mother Gabriella 
3:00pm: Q&A 

3:30pm: Great Vespers 

Questions? Please email pjannakos@gmail.com 

https://form.jotform.com/frmousa/pan-orthodox-lenten-retreat
mailto:pjannakos@gmail.com
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          All students will be working on projects during Sunday School classes in January 
          but you can do work at home, too! 

 

          Categories Open to ALL Sunday School Students: 
         Creative Writing, Photography, Artwork 

          Categories Open to 3rd through 12th Grades: 
         Original Song & Short Video 

 

           ALL ENTIRES DUE FEB 12TH TO QUALIFY FOR ST MARY AWARDS,  
           ENTRIES FOR CONVENTION ONLY DUE BY MARCH 12TH.  

 
              YOU CAN WORK AT HOME!!!!! 

       Possible interpretations of the theme may include (but are not limited to) 
                  some of the following ideas: 

¶ The Church is God's house 
¶ Depictions of the Church as a holy place 
¶ Ways that we show proper respect and reverence in church 
¶ What constitutes proper church behavior 
¶ Depictions of people of different ethnicities, etc. worshipping in church 
¶ Ways that we can welcome others into our church 
¶ The icon of the Cleansing of the Temple 
¶ The various parts of the church & activities that take place in each section 
¶ Making disciples of all nations 

Please see Preyma Grace for details on submission requirements 

Announcing  
2017 Creative Project Festival 
At Saint Mary in February 2017! 
     Theme: "My house shall be called 
       a house of prayer for all nations." 

Symbol: Church    Icon: The Cleansing of the Temple  
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{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ¸h¦ΗΗΗ 
 

 
  

Snack Sponsors Feb 12: 
Reem Ammari, Nader & Angela Haddad, 

       Hanada Sweis, William & Lubna Karads 

 

Snack Sponsors Feb 19: 
Laith & Heba Assaf, Kareem & Dina Khoury, 

        Diana Sweis,  Ziad & May Sweis 

*Contact Preyma Grace 630-532-8640 for information 

Help Us Help the Homeless  
 

St. MaryĴs Antiochian Women are collecting bedding and clothing items to donate to 
homeless shelters.  Winter time is fast approaching and so is the cold weather and the 
homeless are in need of a nice, warm and safe place to find shelter from the cold.  
During the months of December and January we are asking for donations of the     
following items (items need to be in good condition and washed): 
§ Blankets     
§ Comforters  
§ Twin Sheets 
§ Pillow Cases 
§ Hats  
§ Gloves 
§ Scarfs 
§ White or Winter Socks (need to be new) 
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SOYO EVENTS 

President- Jehan Tadros 

Vice President- Rachel Tadros 

Secretary- Lama Sweis 

Treasurer- Daniel Alnemri 

Advisors: Issa Haddad and Elaine Riadi 
 
 

Sunday, February 19, 2017: Meatfare Sunday 

 

Sunday, February 26, 2017: Forgiveness/Cheesefare Sunday 

¶ Forgiveness Sunday Vespers at 5:00pm 
 
 

Monday, February 27, 2017: Great Lent Begins 

 

Wednesday, March 1, 2017: WWF (Wednesday With Father) 

 

Sunday, March 5, 2017: 
¶ Sunday of Orthodoxy 

 
¶ Sunday School Procession (Bring an icon from home) 

 
¶ SOYO meeting in the high school class 

 
¶ Triumph of Orthodoxy Vespers Service at St. George Church at 
6:30 pm 
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Thank you for your support!  
 

The teens were able to send 
$700 to the IOCC 

(International Orthodox 
Christian Charities) to support 
the fight against hunger all 

over the world.    
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7Å ÁÒÅ ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ Á ,ÅÎÄÉÎÇ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ .ÁÄÉ ÔÏ ÁÓÓÉÓÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÕÒ         

-ÅÎÔÏÒÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȟ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÈÏÍÅ×ÏÒË ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ 4ÅÅÎÓ ÏÎ 

7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ ÎÉÇÈÔÓȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÅØÔÂÏÏËÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ υ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÌÄ ÏÒ ÌÅÓÓȟ 

ÁÎÄ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÄÏÎÁÔÅ ÔÈÅÍȟ ËÉÎÄÌÙ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ .ÁÄÉȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å 

×ÉÌÌ ÈÏÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÏÏËÃÁÓÅ ÓÐÅÃÉПÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÓÅÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅȢ  

4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕȢ 

4%84"//+3 

×ÁÎÔÅÄȣ(ÉÇÈ  

3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÁÎÄ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ 
ÌÅÖÅÌÓ 

 

Clergy Volleyball 

Tournament  
 

Saturday, 

February 25th 

11am - 5pm  

If you would like to sign up for this event please contact Nidal      

Haddad or one of the YAM members .  Deadline to register is Friday, 

February 24th. 

Hosted by the Young Adult Ministry and the Athletics Department  
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Weekly Synaxarion 

 On February 12 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we 
commemorate our father among the saints Meletios, 
archbishop of Antioch; New-martyr Christos of     
Constantinople; and Alexis, metropolitan of Moscow.  
On this day, we make remembrance of the Parable of 
the Prodigal Son, which occurs in the noble Gospel 
and which our deified Fathers reinstituted in the      
Triodion.  In the parable our Savior tells, Jesus           
illustrates three things: the condition of the sinner, the 
canon of repentance and the knowledge of Godôs    
compassion. For in the person of the prodigal son, we 
view the wretched condition that sin creates for us,   
distant from God and His Sacraments. However, we 
become aware of ourselves and awaken, hastening 
with hope to return to Him through repentance. Our 
Savior wants to call back to His mansions all those 
who have been overtaken by despair, lacking hope of 
forgiveness for their grave sins. The Father encourages 
all of his lost children to remove the desperation from 
their hearts, and revive their energies for virtuous 
deeds.  Through Thine ineffable love for mankind, O 
Christ our God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 


