
   
    

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH  
The Self -Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America  

  

òThe disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.ó (Acts 11:26) 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org) 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

  
St. Mary Parish Clergy 
V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 

 
Parish Council 
Luai Sweiss - Chairman 

Isa Riadi - Vice Chairman 

Fadi Abu Manneh - Treasurer 

Scott Abdo - Financial Secretary 

John Eannace - Secretary 

Magida Abudayyeh  

Nidal Al-Farah 

Jason Haddad 

Abeer Khouri 

Rashid Sweis 

 
Parish Ministries 
Sunday School - Philip Riske 

SOYO - Jehan Tadros 

YAM - Marram Salman 

Antiochian Women - Nihad Sweis 

Fundraising - Rashid Sweis 

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 

OCLife - Nancy Cannon 

Fishers of Men - John Eannace 

Athletics - Nidal Haddad 

Choir - Michael Rascia 

Chanters - Khaled Salman and 

Faris Samawi 

Webmaster - Sana Sweis 

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss 

 
Office 
May Sweis 
administrator@stmaryoc.org 
 
Church Hall Rental 
Call the church office or email our 
Office Administrator 

February 5th 2017 
 

Sunday of the Pharisee and the Publican  

After-Feast of Presentation of Christ  

 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: 5:00 p.m. -- Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Orthros -- 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. -- Daily Orthros, 10:30 a.m. -- Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a ñWelcome Packet.ò 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Changes in the Liturgy 

First Antiphon 
My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things which I have made     

concerning the king: my tongue is the pen of a ready writer.  
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 

Grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee forever. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and  

unto ages of ages. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 

Second Antiphon 
Gird Thy sword upon Thy thigh, O most mighty, with Thy glory and Thy majesty. 
Bend Thy bow, and prosper, and reign. 
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast carried in the arms of righteous Simeon, who sing to Thee, 

Alleluia! 

Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of the kingôs enemies; whereby the people fall 

under Thee. 
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast carried in the arms of righteous Simeon, who sing to Thee, 

Alleluia! 

The scepter of Thy kingdom is a righteous scepter. 
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast carried in the arms of righteous Simeon, who sing to Thee, 

Alleluia! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and  

unto ages of ages. 
O only-begotten son and word of Godé 

Third Antiphon 
Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own 
people, and thy fatherôs house. Even the rich among the people shall entreat thy 
countenance. I shall commemorate thy name in every generation. 
 
Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, full of grace; for from thee arose the Sun of justice, Christ our 
God, lighting those who are in darkness. Rejoice and be glad, O righteous old man, carrying 
in thine arms the Deliverer of our souls, Who granteth us Resurrection. 
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Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Eight) 

From the heights, thou didst descend, O compassionate one, and thou didst     
submit to the three-day burial, that thou might deliver us from passion, thou art 

our life and our resurrection, O Lord, glory to thee.  

Troparion of the Presentation of our Lord into the Temple (Tone One) 

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, full of grace; for from thee arose the Sun of justice, 
Christ our God, lighting those who are in darkness. Rejoice and be glad, O    
righteous old man, carrying in thine arms the Deliverer of our souls, Who 

granteth us Resurrection.  

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy 
falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, 
being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls 

from death.  

Kontakion of the Presentation of our Lord to the Temple (Tone One) 

Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virginôs womb, and, as 
is meet, didst bless Simeonôs arms, and didst also come to save us; preserve Thy 
fold in peace, and confirm them whom Thou didst love, for Thou alone art the 

Lover of mankind.  

Epistle for the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee  

Make vows to the Lord thy God, and perform them! 

In Judah God is known; His Name is great in Israel! 

The Reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy (3:10-15). 

Timothy my son, you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my 
faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness, my persecutions, and my           
sufferings, and what befell me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra. What       
persecutions I endured; yet from them all, the Lord rescued me. Indeed all who 
desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil men and 
impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceivers and deceived. But as for you, 
continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the 
sacred writings which are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus.  
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REMINDER 
 

In an effort to eliminate distractions, collection baskets will not be 
passed during the Divine Liturgy. Instead, we kindly ask you to make 
your donation or pledge before or after  service by placing 
it in the donation box at the  entrance of the church.     
Envelopes are available on both sides of the donation box.  
Please keep this in mind since we depend on your        
contributions. Thank you for your generosity! 

Gospel for the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee  

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (18:10-14). 
The Lord spoke this parable: ñTwo men went up into the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with 
himself, óGod, I thank Thee that I am not like other men, extortionists, unjust, 
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all 
that I get.ô But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to 
heaven, but beat his breast, saying, óGod, be merciful to me a sinner!ô I tell you, 
this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who 
exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.ò 

 

Are YOU going to AV Camp this summer? 
 

St. Mary Church has 2 groups going if you would like to travel together. 
Session 2: July 2ðJuly 14 or Session 3: July 16ðJuly 28 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Contact Kh. Delia or Preyma Grace by Feb 5th if your family would 
like to participate in fundraisers to benefit your children attending 
this summer.  Antiochian Village Summer Camp Programs serves  

ages 9-17 who come from Orthodox parishes. 



 

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 

2/5:  Rouzin Sweiss & Family 

2/12:  Elias and Raedah Tadros & Family 

2/19:  Faris and Joleat Samawi & Family 

Epistle Reading 
 

2/5:  Elaine Riadi & Lamees Ammari 
2/12:  Delia Haddad & Joleat Samawi 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 

signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. 

Itôs this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners 

at the end of the service. What better way to honor 

your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,          

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and 

it encourages fellowship among our community. 

HOUSE BLESSINGS 
 

Traditionally, at the feast of our Lordôs Theophany on January 6th, we bless water 
which is used to sanctify the homes of all the faithful. In bringing 
the blessed water to our homes, and sprinkling it in each room, we 
rid our house of any evil influence, and rededicate it to God in a   
special way. As we were once renewed by the waters of our own 
baptism into Christ, so too our home, and our entire lives, are re-
dedicated and renewed unto Christ our God each year at this time. 
Please contact Fr. Mousa, Fr. Malek, or Fr. Danial if you would 
like your home blessed this year. 

40 Day Memorial 

Nawras Assaf 

Memory Eternal! 

Community Service 
If you are looking to fulfill 
your  community service hours 
or just want to extend a     
helping hand please call St. 
Maryôs Church office at      
708-239-0004.   

Divine Liturgy for  
The Saturday of Souls 

Saturday, February 18th 

Orthros at 8:45 am 

Liturgy at 10:00 am 

2 Year Memorial 

Tawfiq Daoud Sweiss 

Memory Eternal! 
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John 12:26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant 

be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 

ALTAR BOYS GUIDELINES  
 

Parents and Altar Boys, please read.   
These guidelines are to preserve the holiness of  

serving in the Holy Altar: 

 

Dress Code: It is important that all Altar Boys who are serving on their assigned Sunday 
(see Team assignment in the bulletin), that they dress appropriately to serve in the Holy    
Altar: 
No gym shoes.  Black dress shoes 

No shorts or jeans.  Long, dress pants are mandatory 
No T-Shirts or Polo Shirts.  Dress shirts only 
Arrival ON TIME:  This means arriving BEFORE 10am, otherwise the Altar Boy will not 
be allowed to serve.  PARENTS:  Please adhere to this, as arrival on time is necessary to 
vest on time, as instructed in the past.  Parents will have to explain to their son why he is  
unable to serve. 

Behavior:  All Altar Boys must behave during their time in the Holy Altar.  If anyone    
misbehaves, the Sub-Deacons will send them back to their parents with a note regarding 
their behavior. 

 

Thank you,   
Any questions, please see Sub-Deacon Matthew, Sub-Deacon Amir, or Deacon Saed. 

February 12th -  Team B: Sharbel Samawi, Anthony Haddad, Hashem Tadros, Yousef A. Tadros, Yousef 
R. Tadros, Faris Tadros, Basil Tadros, David Alnemri,  Daniel Alnemri, Jaisingh Riske, Sharbel Alafnan,     
Michael Galuszynski, Nicholas Abu-Manneh, Sleman Shaheen, Gus Bousheh, Nicholas Bousheh, Yazen 
Swaiss, Yanal Swaiss, Joseph Fallouh, Abraham Sweis, Ryan Alhourani, Adrian Alhourani. 

February 5th -  Team A: Murad Salman, Jordan Albakhit, George Albakhit, David Sweiss, Michael 
Sweiss, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph Haddad, Rami Sweis, Saleem Swaiss, Samer Sweis, Christian Sweis, Charlie 
Sayeg, Malik Tadros, Ameer Tadros, Faris Makhamreh, Issa Khoury, Philip Haddad. 
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 Date (at 7:00pm) Host Parish Reflection 

Wednesday, March 8th Sts. Peter & Paul Fr. Paul Jannakos 

Wednesday, March 15th St. Luke Fr. Malek Rihani 

Wednesday, March 22th St. Mary Fr. Vasyl Sendeha 

Pan-Orthodox Presanctified Liturgies  

 of  the Palos Churches  

Sts. Peter & Paul  

Ukrainian Orthodox Church 

8410 W. 131st St. 

Palos Park, IL 60464 

St. Luke Orthodox  

Church (OCA) 

10700 S. Kean Ave  

Palos Hills, IL 60465 

St. Mary Antiochian  

Orthodox Church 

6330 W. 127th St.  

Palos Heights, IL 60463 

The Orthodox churches of the Palos area will 

come together to celebrate the Presanctified 

Liturgies of the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Wednesdays 

of Lent at 7:00pm. Each parish will take turns 

to welcome local Orthodox clergy and laity 

and provide a Lenten Potluck dinner following 

the Liturgy. Also, a brief  Lenten reflection will 

be offered by one of  our priests. Please mark 

your calendars with the schedule below. 

òBehold, how good and how pleasant it is for 

brethren to dwell together in unity.ó 
Psalm 133:1 

 Let my  

 

  prayer  

 

  arise  as  

 

   incense  

 

    before  you  



 

8 

          All students will be working on projects during Sunday School classes in January 
          but you can do work at home, too! 

 

          Categories Open to ALL Sunday School Students: 
         Creative Writing, Photography, Artwork 

          Categories Open to 3rd through 12th Grades: 
         Original Song & Short Video 

 

           ALL ENTIRES DUE FEB 12TH TO QUALIFY FOR ST MARY AWARDS,  
           ENTRIES FOR CONVENTION ONLY DUE BY MARCH 12TH.  

 
              YOU CAN WORK AT HOME!!!!! 

       Possible interpretations of the theme may include (but are not limited to) 
                  some of the following ideas: 

¶ The Church is God's house 
¶ Depictions of the Church as a holy place 
¶ Ways that we show proper respect and reverence in church 
¶ What constitutes proper church behavior 
¶ Depictions of people of different ethnicities, etc. worshipping in church 
¶ Ways that we can welcome others into our church 
¶ The icon of the Cleansing of the Temple 
¶ The various parts of the church & activities that take place in each section 
¶ Making disciples of all nations 

Please see Preyma Grace for details on submission requirements 

Announcing  
2017 Creative Project Festival 
At Saint Mary in February 2017! 
     Theme: "My house shall be called 
       a house of prayer for all nations." 

Symbol: Church    Icon: The Cleansing of the Temple  
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Snack Sponsors Feb 5: 
Jay & Jennifer Alswais, Steve & Hana Haddad,  

      Sam & Reem Sweis, Issa & Mickey Tadros 

 
Snack Sponsors Feb 12: 

Reem Ammari, Nader & Angela Haddad, 

       Hanada Sweis, William & Lubna Karads 

*Contact Preyma Grace 630-532-8640 for information 

Help Us Help the Homeless  
 

St. MaryĴs Antiochian Women are collecting bedding and clothing items to donate to 
homeless shelters.  Winter time is fast approaching and so is the cold weather and the 
homeless are in need of a nice, warm and safe place to find shelter from the cold.  
During the months of December and January we are asking for donations of the     
following items (items need to be in good condition and washed): 
§ Blankets     
§ Comforters  
§ Twin Sheets 
§ Pillow Cases 
§ Hats  
§ Gloves 
§ Scarfs 
§ White or Winter Socks (need to be new) 
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UPCOMING SOYO EVENTS 

President-Jehan Tadros 

Vice President-Rachel Tadros 

Secretary-Lama Sweis 

Treasurer-Daniel Alnemri 

Advisors: Issa Haddad and Elaine Riadi 

 

Sunday, January 29, 2017: SOYO meeting in the high school class 

 

Wednesday, February 1, 2017: WWF (Wednesday With Father) 

¶ Come celebrate the Liturgy of the Presentation of Christ in the             
Temple with your fellow SOYO members!   

 
 

Sunday, February 5, 2017: Souper Bowl Sunday 

¶ If you are willing to make chili for the teens to sell on February 5,   
please see any officer or advisor 

 

¶ Other supplies needed: 
 

¶ Bowls 
 

¶ Crackers/Shredded Cheese 
 

¶ Soup spoons 
 

¶ Napkins 
 

¶ Bottled water 
 

¶ If you would like to make a donation to the IOCC through our 
SOYO, please see Elaine Riadi 

 
 

Wednesday, February 8, 2017: Welcome SOYO members/Pizza Night 

¶ If you would like to sponsor the event, please see any officer or   
advisor 
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SOYO would like to invite you to  

L.A.R.  
Life After the Retreat  

 

Please join us as we reflect on our 11th annual high 
school retreat.   

 

ALL teens are welcome!  
 

Who: ALL Teens  

What: A GREAT EXPERIENCE!!!  

Where: St. Mary Orthodox Church (we will meet in the church for vespers)  

When: Saturday, February 11th @ 5:00 pm 

Why: Rima said so!   

ATTENTION TEENS!!!  
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SOYO Chili Sale  
One in six Americans go hungry each day. Please join our Teen SOYO as they ñScore a 

Souper Bowl Victory Against Hunger!ò Your support will go a long way. Please see any 

SOYO officer to make an additional donation for Souper Bowl Sunday. Thank you and God 

bless! 
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SUPERBOWL PARTY 
Presented by: 

Young Adult Ministry  

Sunday, February 5th, 2017 
Kickoff starts at 5pm 

 

General Information 
We are pleased to present Superbowl 51 which will take place in the 

Nadi.   

This event will consist of family, friends, food, and drinks.   

Must be 18 and older to attend 

$10 per person/Food will be provided  

For more information please contact one of  the Young Adult Ministry officers. 
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Weekly Synaxarion 

 On February 5 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we com-
memorate the Martyr Agatha of Palermo in Sicily; Poly-
euktos, patriarch of Constantinople; New-martyr Anthony of 
Athens; Venerable Theodosios of Scopelos; and Theodosios, 
archbishop of Chernigov.  On the Sunday which falls during 
the After-feast of the Presentation (Meeting) of our Lord, we 
commemorate the Holy and Righteous Mothers of the Three 
Hierarchs: Emmelia (Basil the Great), Nona (Gregory the 
Theologian) and Anthousa (John Chrysostom).  On this day, 
we make remembrance of the Parable of the Pharisee and 
the Publican, which occurs in the Holy Gospel according to 
Luke the Evangelist.  In our Saviorôs parable, Jesus uses a 
Pharisee, a leader of the synagogue, who was regarded in 
public opinion as virtuous; and a publican, a tax collector, 
who was regarded as oppressive, greedy and a sinner. In 
their prayers to God, we discover the real hearts of these two 
men. We thus learn of the harm that comes from pride and 
the good that comes from humility. The divine Church      
Fathers sought to alert prepare the Christ-loving clergy and 
laity for the upcoming period of the Great Fast. Therefore, 
on this Sunday we are reminded that humility is the greatest 
weapon against pride, as we imitate the humility of the   
publican to ascend to the divine heights.  Through the        
intercessions of the wonderworking Saints, O Christ our 
God, have mercy upon us and save us. Amen. 
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 All proceeds from advertisements support St. Mary Church 
  

  

  

  

  

Please support all sponsors who appear in this bulletin 

12236 S. Harlem 
Palos Heights, IL 60463 

(708)671-8682 

Dresses for all your special occasions  

ElegantCoutureBoutique  Elegant_Couture 

End of Season Clearance up to 70% off  

www.ElegantCouture.com  Call us at (708)430-7008 or visit http://ramallahjewelry.com/ 

 

The defense of Federal & State criminal cases & 
The prosecution of significant personal injury matters 

 
708.361.2200   www.EannaceLaw.com 

  

http://www.elegantcouture.com/
http://www.elegantcouture.com/
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com/
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com/
http://www.elegantcouture.com/
http://www.ramallahjewelry.com/
http://www.eannacelaw.com/
http://www.EannaceLaw.com
http://www.EannaceLaw.com
http://www.EannaceLaw.com
http://www.EannaceLaw.com
http://www.EannaceLaw.com
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 All proceeds from advertisements support St. Mary Church 

Please support all sponsors who appear in this bulletin 

  

  

  

  

 http://www.utbhome.com 

  снлȊŀƛŘ 
½ŀƛŘ ¢ŀƴƴƻǳǎ IŀƛǊ {ŀƭƻƴ 

  15547 S. 71st Ct.  

Orland Park , IL 60462 

(331) 645-3448 

zaid.salon@yahoo.com  

 

Professional Hair Stylist 

   

708-496-3344  866-912-9802  

8230 S. Harlem Avenue - Bridgeview, IL 60455   

  

John F. Hann Sr - Owner 
johnsr@hannfuneralhome.com  

Burial  Pre-Planning Shipping Services �‡ �‡ 

3-31-17  3-31-17 

http://www.utbhome.com
mailto:zaid.salon@yahoo.com
mailto:zaid.salon@yahoo.com
mailto:zaid.salon@yahoo.com
http://www.utbhome.com/
http://www.utbhome.com/
http://www.utbhome.com/
http://www.utbhome.com/
http://www.utbhome.com/
http://www.utbhome.com/
http://www.utbhome.com/
http://www.utbhome.com/
http://www.utbhome.com/
http://www.hsplegal.com/
http://www.labellejeweler.com/
http://www.c21affiliated.com/randl

