
   
    

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH 
The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 

  

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org) 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

  
St. Mary Parish Clergy 
V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 

 
Parish Council 
Abdullah Y. Tadros - Chairman 

Rashid Sweis - Vice Chair 

Jason Haddad - Treasurer 

Abeer Khouri - Financial Sec. / Sec. 

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Magida Abudayyeh  

Nidal Al-Farah 

Constantin Kari 

Bassam Shaheen 

Luai Sweiss 

Saleh Tadros 

 
Parish Ministries 
Sunday School - Philip Riske 

SOYO - Jenna Riadi 

Fellowship - Sally Sweis 

Antiochian Women -  

Magida Abudayyeh  

Fundraising - Rashid Sweis 

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 

OCLife - Nancy Cannon 

Fishers of Men - John Eannace 

Athletics - Nidal Haddad 

Choir - Michael Rascia 

Chanters - Khaled Salman and 

Faris Samawi 

Webmaster - Sana Sweis 

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss 

 
Office 
May Sweis 
administrator@stmaryoc.org 
 
Church Hall Rental 
Call the church office or email our 
Office Administrator 

January 8th 2017 
 

Sunday after the Theophany of Christ  

 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: As Announced -- Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins -- 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.” 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Changes in the Liturgy 

First Antiphon 

When Israel went forth from Egypt, the house of Jacob from a strange people. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Savior, save us. 

The sea looked and fled, Jordan turned back. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Savior, save us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and unto 
the ages of ages.  Amen. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

Second Antiphon 

I am well pleased for the Lord has heard my voice and my supplication. 

Save us, O Son of God, who wast baptized by John in the Jordan, who sing to Thee,       
Alleluia! 

The sorrows of death encompassed me; the pains of hell took hold of me.  I found 
trouble and sorrow, and I called upon the Name of the Lord. 

Save us, O Son of God, who wast baptized by John in the Jordan, who sing to Thee,       
Alleluia! 

Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; and our God is Merciful. 

Save us, O Son of God, who wast baptized by John in the Jordan, who sing to Thee,       
Alleluia! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and unto 
ages of ages. 

O only-begotten son and word of God… 

Third Antiphon 

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endureth forever. Let the 
house of Israel now confess that He is good; for His mercy endureth forever. Let the 
house of Aaron confess that He is good; for His mercy endureth forever. Let them 
now who fear the Lord confess that He is good; for His mercy endureth forever. 

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, the worship of the Trinity was made 
manifest; for the voice of the Father bore witness unto Thee, by calling Thee His beloved 
Son.  And the Spirit in the form of a dove confirmed the truthfulness of His word. O Christ 
our God, who hast revealed Thyself and hast enlighten the world, glory to Thee! 
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Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee:          

Alleluia!  

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Four) 

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women 
disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly 
broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is 

risen, granting the world Great Mercy.  

Troparion of the Theophany (Tone One) 

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, the worship of the Trinity 
was made manifest; for the voice of the Father bore witness unto Thee, by  

calling Thee His beloved Son.  And the Spirit in the form of a dove confirmed 
the truthfulness of His word. O Christ our God, who hast revealed Thyself and 

hast enlightened the world, glory to Thee!  

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in 
thy falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into 

life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our 
souls from death.  

Kontakion of the Theophany of our Lord (Tone Four) 

Today thou hast appeared to the universe, O Lord, and thy light hath been shed 
upon us, who praise thee with knowledge, saying: Thou hast come and          

appeared, O unapproachable Light.  
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Epistle for the Sunday after the Theophany of Christ  

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us! 
Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous! 
The Reading is from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians (4:7-13). 
Brethren, grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 
Therefore, it is said, “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he 
gave gifts to men.” (In saying “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had 
also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is he who   
also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) And his gifts 
were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some      
pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature 
of the fullness of Christ.  

Gospel for the Sunday after the Theophany of Christ  

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (4:12-17). 

At that time, when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into  
Galilee; and leaving Nazareth he went and dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the 
territory of Zebulon and Naphtali, that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah 
might be fulfilled: “The land of Zebulon and the land of Naphtali, toward the sea, 
across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people who sat in darkness have 
seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light 
has dawned.” From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the  
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  

HOUSE BLESSINGS 
 

Traditionally, at the feast of our Lord’s Theophany on January 6th, we 
bless water which is used to sanctify the homes of all the faithful. In 
bringing the blessed water to our homes, and sprinkling it in each room, 
we rid our house of any evil influence, and rededicate it to God in a   
special way. As we were once renewed by the waters of our 
own baptism into Christ, so too our home, and our entire 
lives, are re-dedicated and renewed unto Christ our God 
each year at this time. Please contact Fr. Mousa, Fr. Malek, 
or Fr. Danial if you would like your home blessed this year. 



 

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 

1/8:  Ghaleb and Rita Sweis & Family 

1/15: Ziad and Magida Abudayyeh & Family 

1/22: Awan and Hana Sweis & Family 

Epistle Reading 
 

1/8:  Rachel Tadros & Norma Tadros 
1/15:  Majd Akkawi & Janet Salman 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 

signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. 

It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners 

at the end of the service. What better way to honor 

your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,          

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and 

it encourages fellowship among our community. 

REMINDER 
 

In an effort to eliminate distractions, collection baskets will 
not be passed during the Divine Liturgy. Instead, we kindly 
ask you to make your donation or pledge before or after  
service by placing it in the donation box at the  entrance of 
the church. Envelopes are available on both sides 
of the donation box.  Please keep this in mind 
since we depend on your contributions. Thank you 
for your generosity! 

Sign up for Holy Bread  

and Coffee Hour 

The Holy Bread and Coffee Hour sign 
up sheet for 2017 is posted on the      
bulletin board outside of the Gym.  
Please sign up for one or more days.  
Thank you!  

3rd & 9th Day Memorial 

Clair Anton Abou Kasm 

Memory Eternal! 

Memory Eternal! 

Nawras Assaf 

Churching 

Ameera 

Parents: Subdn. Ameer and Demma Tadros 

Congratulations! 
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Saint Mary’s ALTAR SERVERS’ MINISTRY 
“UPON THIS ROCK I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH 

John 12:26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant 

be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 

ALTAR BOYS GUIDELINES  
 

Parents and Altar Boys, please read.   
These guidelines are to preserve the holiness of  

serving in the Holy Altar: 

 

Dress Code: It is important that all Altar Boys who are serving on their assigned Sunday 
(see Team assignment in the bulletin), that they dress appropriately to serve in the Holy    
Altar: 
No gym shoes.  Black dress shoes 

No shorts or jeans.  Long, dress pants are mandatory 
No T-Shirts or Polo Shirts.  Dress shirts only 
Arrival ON TIME:  This means arriving BEFORE 10am, otherwise the Altar Boy will not 
be allowed to serve.  PARENTS:  Please adhere to this, as arrival on time is necessary to 
vest on time, as instructed in the past.  Parents will have to explain to their son why he is  
unable to serve. 
Behavior:  All Altar Boys must behave during their time in the Holy Altar.  If anyone    
misbehaves, the Sub-Deacons will send them back to their parents with a note regarding 
their behavior. 
 

Thank you,   
Any questions, please see Sub-Deacon Matthew, Sub-Deacon Amir, or Deacon Saed. 

January 15th -  Team B: Sharbel Samawi, Anthony Haddad, Hashem Tadros, Yousef A. Tadros, Yousef R. 
Tadros, Faris Tadros, Basil Tadros, David Alnemri,  Daniel Alnemri, Jaisingh Riske, Sharbel Alafnan,     
Michael Galuszynski, Nicholas Abu-Manneh, Sleman Shaheen, Gus Bousheh, Nicholas Bousheh, Yazen 
Swaiss, Yanal Swaiss, Joseph Fallouh, Abraham Sweis, Ryan Alhourani, Adrian Alhourani. 

January 8th -  Team A: Murad Salman, Jordan Albakhit, George Albakhit, David Sweiss, Michael Sweiss, 
Kyse Dahdal, Joseph Haddad, Rami Sweis, Saleem Swaiss, Samer Sweis, Christian Sweis, Charlie Sayeg, 
Malik Tadros, Ameer Tadros, Faris Makhamreh, Issa Khoury, Philip Haddad. 
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Congratulations to the newly elected officers 
of 2017 who will be sworn in today. 

May God grant you many years! 

 
Antiochian Women 

 

Nihad Sweis - President 
Shireen Salman - Vice-President 

Suzan Sweis - Treasurer 
Kholoud Swais - Secretary  

 

Young Adult Ministry / Fellowship 
 

Marram Salman - President 
Josephine Tadros - Vice-President 

Murad Salman –Treasurer 
Jackie Tadros - Secretary 

 

Teen SOYO 
 

Jehan Tadros - President 
Rachel Tadros - Vice-President 

Hanna Saba –Treasurer 
Lama Sweis - Secretary/Public Relations 

 
We thank all of our out-going officers for their 

time and dedication to their organization! 
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Help Us Help the Homeless  
 

St. MaryĴs Antiochian Women are collecting bedding and clothing 
items to donate to homeless shelters.  Winter time is fast approach-
ing and so is the cold weather and the homeless are in need of a 
nice, warm and safe place to find shelter from the cold.  During the 
months of December and January we are asking for donations of 
the following items (items need to be in good condition and 
washed): 
§ Blankets     
§ Comforters  
§ Twin Sheets 
§ Pillow Cases 
§ Hats  
§ Gloves 
§ Scarfs 
§ White or Winter Socks (need to be new) 

 

Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will take 
place this Saturday, January 7th at 5:00pm.          
Appetizers and refreshments will be served. Mark 
your calendars and make every effort to attend. 
Thanks and God bless!  
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3ÅÁÒÃÈ ÎÏ ÍÏÒÅȦ   

(ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÂÅÅÎ ×ÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ 
ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȩ (ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ 

ÂÅÅÎ ÔÈÁÎËÆÕÌ ÆÏÒ  
ÁÌÌ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ 
ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÔÈ ǢÎÄ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÈÁÐÐÉÎÅÓÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÁÎÄ  

ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÌÉÆÅȩ 

!ÒÅ ÙÏÕ Á ÔÅÅÎ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ  
ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÉÇÈ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȟ  
ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȩ (ÁÖÅ   
ÙÏÕ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÅÁÒÃÈÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÅØÔÒÁ 
ÐÕÓÈȟ ÇÕÉÄÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÍÅ ÈÅÌÐÆÕÌ 

ÁÄÖÉÃÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ  
ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÕÓÔ×ÏÒÔÈÙȩ 

The mission of the mentoring program is to promote spiritual, social, and professional 

growth by guiding, supporting, empowering, and mentoring the youth. 

St. Maryôs is thrilled to introduce the return of our 

MENTORSHIP PROGRAM  

(ÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÈÏ× ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ×ÏÒËȡ 
7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÍÅÅÔ ÁÓ Á ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÎÃÅ Á ÍÏÎÔÈ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÁËÅ ÉÎ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÌÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÅÒÇÙ ÁÎÄ   
ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÓÈÏÒÔ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÖÏÌÖÅ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȟ   
ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÈÁÖÅȟ ÏÒ ÃÏÍÍÏÎ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÅÄȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ       
×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÎÔÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÎÔÅÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÁÌË ÁÎÄ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ   
ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÍÅÎÔÅÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎÙ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÎÅÅÄȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ        
ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÌÏÓÅȟ ÏÎÌÙ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓÈÉÐÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÇÁÉÎÅÄȦ 

4ÈÅ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÍÅÎÔÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÎÔÅÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÄÕÅ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ΤΡÔÈȦ  
)Æ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ Á ÒÅÔÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔȟ ÁÎ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÎÅÅÄÅÄȢ 

ɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂ 
1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȩ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÓÅÅ &ÁÂÉÏÌÁ 3×ÅÉÓȟ %ÌÁÉÎÅ 2ÉÁÄÉȟ ÏÒ $ÅÁÃÏÎ 3ÁÅÄ 

 

Teen SOYO  
 

Teen SOYO Wednesday Night Gatherings will resume                   
this Wednesday, January 11th, 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm.   
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A Journey to Fullness 
Unit 1: Introduction to the Orthodox Faith 

 

St. Maryõs Adult Christian Education Class 

All adults are welcome to join our Christian Education class taught        
by the clergy members. A curriculum has been formed around òA        
Journey to Fullnessó program distributed by Ancient Faith  

Ministries. Each class will include a video lecture, discussion, and     
Q&A on fundamental teachings of the Orthodox Faith. 

St. Maryõs clergy invites you to a 16  
week adult Christian education class! 

Fee: Free! 
Duration: Every Thursday from  
January 12th-May 4th 
Time: 7:00pm-8:30pm 

Location: St. Maryõs Education Wing 
Registration begins November 11th 
Please direct your questions to any  

member of the clergy.  

St. Mary Orthodox Church | 6330 W. 127th St. Palos Heights, IL | 708.239.0004 
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https://qtrial2016q1az1.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bIqcJNu5tS1G7HL
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Weekly Synaxarion 

 On January 8 in the Holy Orthodox Church 
we continue to celebrate the Theophany of our 
Lord, and commemorate our righteous mother 
Domnica of Carthage, who became illustrious 
in Constantinople.  A pagan, Domnica went 
from Carthage to Constantinople in the reign 
of the Emperor Theodosius to Patriarch 
Nektarios, accompanied by four girls who 
were likewise ignorant of God. He baptized 
them and blessed them to live as nuns.     
Domnica devoted herself to asceticism with 
whole-hearted zeal, and did not falter right up 
to the time of her death at a great age in about 
the year 474. By the illumination of the Holy 
Spirit, Domnica was able to predict the future 
and perform miracles through prayer.   On this 
day, we also commemorate our Venerable   
Father George the Chozebite. By the            
intercessions of Thy Saints, O God, have  
mercy upon us. Amen. 



 

17 

 All proceeds from advertisements support St. Mary Church 
  

  

  

  

  

Please support all sponsors who appear in this bulletin 

12236 S. Harlem 
Palos Heights, IL 60463 

(708)671-8682 

Dresses for all your special occasions  

ElegantCoutureBoutique  Elegant_Couture 

End of Season Clearance up to 70% off  

www.ElegantCouture.com  Call us at (708)430-7008 or visit http://ramallahjewelry.com/ 

 

The defense of Federal & State criminal cases & 
The prosecution of significant personal injury matters 

 
708.361.2200   www.EannaceLaw.com 

  

http://www.elegantcouture.com/
http://www.elegantcouture.com/
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com
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http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com/
http://www.elegantcouture.com/
http://www.ramallahjewelry.com/
http://www.eannacelaw.com/
http://www.EannaceLaw.com
http://www.EannaceLaw.com
http://www.EannaceLaw.com
http://www.EannaceLaw.com
http://www.EannaceLaw.com
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 All proceeds from advertisements support St. Mary Church 

Please support all sponsors who appear in this bulletin 

  

  

  

  

 http://www.utbhome.com 

  снлȊŀƛŘ 
½ŀƛŘ ¢ŀƴƴƻǳǎ IŀƛǊ {ŀƭƻƴ 

  15547 S. 71st Ct.  

Orland Park , IL 60462 

(331) 645-3448 

zaid.salon@yahoo.com  

 

Professional Hair Stylist 

   

708-496-3344  866-912-9802  

8230 S. Harlem Avenue - Bridgeview, IL 60455   

  

John F. Hann Sr - Owner 
johnsr@hannfuneralhome.com  

Burial  Pre-Planning Shipping Services Å Å 

3-31-17  3-31-17 

http://www.utbhome.com
mailto:zaid.salon@yahoo.com
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http://www.utbhome.com/
http://www.hsplegal.com/
http://www.labellejeweler.com/
http://www.c21affiliated.com/randl
http://www.royalberryrestaurant.com/
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com/
mailto:johnsr@hannfuneralhome.com
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http://www.countryfinancial.com/robert.sweiss
http://www.elitelaseronline.com/

