
 

  

 

 

 ǼȱĀ ǴɆȆƫä!  ȻĀǼǲȶȥ! 

Fr. Mousa Haddad and Fr. Malek Rihani and their families 
wish you a  Blessed Christmas Celebration and a  

New Year filled with Godõs Blessings! 



   
    

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH  
The Self -Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America  

  

òThe disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.ó (Acts 11:26) 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org) 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

  
St. Mary Parish Clergy 
V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 

 
Parish Council 
Abdullah Y. Tadros - Chairman 

Rashid Sweis - Vice Chair 

Jason Haddad - Treasurer 

Abeer Khouri - Financial Sec. / Sec. 

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Magida Abudayyeh  

Nidal Al-Farah 

Constantin Kari 

Bassam Shaheen 

Luai Sweiss 

Saleh Tadros 

 
Parish Ministries 
Sunday School - Philip Riske 

SOYO - Jenna Riadi 

Fellowship - Sally Sweis 

Antiochian Women -  

Magida Abudayyeh  

Fundraising - Rashid Sweis 

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 

OCLife - Nancy Cannon 

Fishers of Men - John Eannace 

Athletics - Nidal Haddad 

Choir - Michael Rascia 

Chanters - Khaled Salman and 

Faris Samawi 

Webmaster - Sana Sweis 

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss 

 
Office 
May Sweis 
administrator@stmaryoc.org 
 
Church Hall Rental 
Call the church office or email our 
Office Administrator 

December 25th 2016 
 

The Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  

 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: As Announced -- Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins -- 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a ñWelcome Packet.ò 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Changes in the Liturgy  
First Antiphon 

I will praise Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart: I will speak of all Thy                     
marvelous works. In the assembly of the upright and in the congregation, the 
works of the Lord are great. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 

They are sought out according to all His purposes. His work is honorable and  
glorious, and His righteousness endureth forever. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and 
unto the ages of ages.  Amen. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.  

Second Antiphon 

Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; that delighteth greatly in His            
commandments. His seed shall be mighty upon earth; the generation of the       
upright shall be blessed. 

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Glory and riches shall be in His house, and His righteousness endureth forever.  

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: He is gracious, full of                 
compassion and righteous.  

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and   
unto ages of ages. 

O only-begotten son and word of Godé  

Third Antiphon 

The Lord said unto my Lord: ñSit thou at my right hand, until I make thine                 
enemies thy footstool. The Lord shall send thee a rod of strength out of Zion. 
With thee is dominion in the day of thy power, in the beauties of thy saints. 

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they 
that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to know 
that from the east of the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!  
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Changes in the Liturgy 

Entrance Hymn 

Out of the womb, before the morning star, have I begotten Thee. The Lord hath 
sworn and will not change His mind: Thou art a priest forever, after the order of 
Melchizedek.  Save us, O Son of God, who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to 

Thee: Alleluia! 

Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four) 

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the 
world; for they that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O 
Sun of Justice, and to know that from the east of the Highest Thou didst come, O 

Lord, glory to Thee!  

Kontakion of the Nativity (Tone Three) 

Today, the Virgin giveth birth to the transcendent in essence; the earth offereth the 
cave to the unapproachable One; the angels with the shepherds glorify Him; and 
the Magi with the star travel on their way; for a new child hath been born for our 

sakes; God before the ages. 

Instead of the Trisagion Hymn, the following is sung (Tone One): 

ñAs many as have been Baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia!ò 

Epistle for the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to Thee! 
Shout with joy to God, all the earth! 
The Reading is from St. Paulôs Letter to the Galatians (4:4-7). 
Brethren, when the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might       
receive adoption as sons.  And  because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of 
his Son into our hearts, crying ñAbba!  Father!ò  So you are no longer a slave but 
a son, and if a son then also an heir of God through Christ.  
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Gospel of the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (2:1-12).  
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,                   
behold wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, ñWhere is he who has 
been born king of the Jews?  For we have seen his star in the East, and have come 
to worship him.ò  When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all       
Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, 
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.  They told him, ñIn       
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet:  óAnd you, O Bethlehem, 
in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from 
you shall come a ruler who will govern my people Israel.ôò Then Herod         
summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star 
appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ñGo and search diligently for 
the child, and when you have found him bring me word, that I too may come and 
worship him.ò  When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star 
which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came to rest over the 
place where the child was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly 
with great joy; and going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, 
and they fell down and worshipped him.  Then, opening their treasures, they      
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream 
not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.  

Megalynarion for the Theotokos from the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great         
(Tone Eight) 

In thee all creation rejoices, O Full of Grace; the assembly of angels and the race 
of men; O sanctified temple and spiritual paradise; the glory of virgins, from 
whom God was incarnate and became a child; our God before the ages, He made 
thy womb a throne, and thy body He made more spacious than the heavens. In 

thee all creation rejoices, O Full of Grace, glory to thee.  

Koinonikon for the Nativity (Tone Eight) 

The Lord hath sent redemption to his people.  Alleluia! 

Instead of ñWe have seen the true lightéò, sing: 

Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four) 
Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the 

world; for they that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun 
of justice, and to know that from the east of the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, 

glory to thee! 
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NOTE: Every Divine Liturgy of St. Basil requires ñIn thee all creation rejoicesò for the megalynarion.     
However, as the faithful depart the church, the choir can sing the following megalynarion of the Nativity of 
Christ after the Dismissal: 

Megalynarion for the Nativity (Tone One) 

Magnify, O my soul, her who is more honorable and more exalted in glory than 
the heavenly hosts. I behold a strange and wonderful mystery: the cave a heaven, 
the Virgin a cherubic throne, and the manger a noble place in which hath lain 
Christ the uncontained God. Let us, therefore, praise and magnify Him.  

TEEN SOYO THANKS YOU  

and  

WISHES YOU A BLESSED CHRISTMAS 

and a 

HAPPY, HEALTHY NEW YEAR! 

Thanks to all of you for your generous donations towards the 

Annual Community Christmas Card.  Because of your           

generosity, the Teens are able to afford to attend the Annual 

Christmas Retreat December 28-30th. 

GOD BLESS ALL OF YOU 

Liturgy for the Feast of Theophany 

with the Blessing of Water 

Thursday, January 5th at 7 pm 
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Important: Mark your Calendars for Christmas Liturgy  
Important! Please mark your calendars for the Christmas Liturgy. 
Matins will begin at 5pm followed by Liturgy at 6pm, Saturday 
December 24th. How can we truly celebrate Christmas if we skip 
out on Christmas Liturgy? The Christmas season is a very busy 
time, & we have plans to be with friends & family. But, we must 
learn to set our priorities straight, so schedule your gatherings 
around the Christmas Liturgy. Can you imagine having a        
birthday party without the birthday boy?! Thatõs exactly what we 
do when we donõt attend Christmas Liturgy. Let us begin to 
change the secularization of Christmas & bring Christ back into 
the picture by remembering the reason for the season. We look  
forward to seeing you all at Christmas Liturgy. God bless!  

The Nativity Fast (Advent) begins Tuesday, November 15th and 
will end December 24th (after Christmas Eve Liturgy). We are to 
fast from meat and dairy.  In order for fasting to be effective, it 
must be accompanied with prayer and acts of mercy and love. St. 
John Chrysostom reminds us: òWhat good is it to fast from meat 
and dairy, if we devour and eat one another.ó  Please remember to 
love and forgive in this special time in which we prepare for the 
birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. 



 

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 

12/24:  Refqa Sweis & Family   

Ziad and May Sweis & Family 

 1/1:  Abraham and Rudaina Swais & Family 

1/8:  Ghaleb and Rita Sweis & Family 

Epistle Reading 
 

12/24:  Marram Salman & Khaled Salman 
1/1:  Marian Fahmy & Lily Sweiss 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 

signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. 

Itôs this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners 

at the end of the service. What better way to honor 

your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,          

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and 

it encourages fellowship among our community. 

REMINDER 
 

In an effort to eliminate distractions, 
collection baskets will not be passed 
during the Divine Liturgy. Instead, we 
kindly ask you to make your donation 
or pledge before or after  service by 
placing it in the donation box at the  
entrance of the church. Envelopes are 
available on both sides of 
the donation box.  Please 
keep this in mind since 
we depend on your     
contributions. Thank you 
for your generosity! 

Sign up for Holy Bread  

and Coffee Hour 

The Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 
sign up sheet for 2017 is posted on 
the bulletin board outside of the 
Gym.  Please sign up for one or more 
days.  Thank you!  

2017 Pledge Envelopes 
 

Please pick up your 2017 pledge 

envelope  today after  Liturgy.  They 

will be located in the back of the 

gym. 

2017 Calendars 
 

Please make sure you pick up 
your 2017 St. Mary Calendar after      
Liturgy. One per family. God 
bless! 

Churching 

Sameer 

Parents: Qais and Melanda Sahawneh 

Congratulations! 
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John 12:26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant 

be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 

ALTAR BOYS GUIDELINES  
 

Parents and Altar Boys, please read.   
These guidelines are to preserve the holiness of  

serving in the Holy Altar: 

 

Dress Code: It is important that all Altar Boys who are serving on their assigned Sunday 
(see Team assignment in the bulletin), that they dress appropriately to serve in the Holy    
Altar: 
No gym shoes.  Black dress shoes 

No shorts or jeans.  Long, dress pants are mandatory 
No T-Shirts or Polo Shirts.  Dress shirts only 
Arrival ON TIME:  This means arriving BEFORE 10am, otherwise the Altar Boy will not 
be allowed to serve.  PARENTS:  Please adhere to this, as arrival on time is necessary to 
vest on time, as instructed in the past.  Parents will have to explain to their son why he is  
unable to serve. 

Behavior:  All Altar Boys must behave during their time in the Holy Altar.  If anyone    
misbehaves, the Sub-Deacons will send them back to their parents with a note regarding 
their behavior. 

 

Thank you,   
Any questions, please see Sub-Deacon Matthew, Sub-Deacon Amir, or Deacon Saed. 

January 1st -  Team B: Sharbel Samawi, Anthony Haddad, Hashem Tadros, Yousef A. Tadros, Yousef R. 
Tadros, Faris Tadros, Basil Tadros, David Alnemri,  Daniel Alnemri, Jaisingh Riske, Sharbel Alafnan,     
Michael Galuszynski, Nicholas Abu-Manneh, Sleman Shaheen, Gus Bousheh, Nicholas Bousheh, Yazen 
Swaiss, Yanal Swaiss, Joseph Fallouh, Abraham Sweis, Ryan Alhourani, Adrian Alhourani. 

December 24th -  Team A & B: Murad Salman, Jordan Albakhit, George Albakhit, David Sweiss, Michael 
Sweiss, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph Haddad, Rami Sweis, Saleem Swaiss, Samer Sweis, Christian Sweis, Charlie 
Sayeg, Malik Tadros, Ameer Tadros, Faris Makhamreh, Issa Khoury, Philip Haddad, Sharbel Samawi,     
Anthony Haddad, Hashem Tadros, Yousef A. Tadros, Yousef R. Tadros, Faris Tadros, Basil Tadros, David 
Alnemri,  Daniel Alnemri, Jaisingh Riske, Sharbel Alafnan,     Michael Galuszynski, Nicholas Abu-Manneh, 
Sleman Shaheen, Gus Bousheh, Nicholas Bousheh, Yazen Swaiss, Yanal Swaiss, Joseph Fallouh, Abraham 
Sweis, Ryan Alhourani, Adrian Alhourani. 
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ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN SAINT 
MARYôS TEEN SOYO AT OUR 

ELEVENTH ANNUAL  
CHRISTMAS RETREAT! 

 
Join us for inspiring sessions with  
Special Guest and Retreat Master 
Revered Father John Mahfouz 

 

Location: Bishop Lane Retreat Center, Rockford, IL 
Who: High School Students  

When: Wednesday morning December  28th to 
Friday afternoon December 30th, 2016 

Cost: $100 per teen 
For Information Contact: Rima Sleiman at (708) 590-9559 

 
For Scholarships or Financial Assistance, Please Contact Fr. Mousa 

Haddad Directly  
 

Registration Starts: October 16, 2016 
DEADLINE: December 18, 2016  
 
$50 DEPOSIT REQUIRED 
Space is Limited 

St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox ChurchðPalos Heights, IL 
11th ANNUAL HIGH SCHOOL CHRISTMAS RETREAT - 2016! 
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3ÅÁÒÃÈ ÎÏ ÍÏÒÅȦ   

(ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÂÅÅÎ ×ÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ 
ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȩ (ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ 

ÂÅÅÎ ÔÈÁÎËÆÕÌ ÆÏÒ  
ÁÌÌ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ 
ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÔÈ ǢÎÄ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÈÁÐÐÉÎÅÓÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÁÎÄ  

ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÌÉÆÅȩ 

!ÒÅ ÙÏÕ Á ÔÅÅÎ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ  
ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÉÇÈ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȟ  
ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȩ (ÁÖÅ   
ÙÏÕ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÅÁÒÃÈÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÅØÔÒÁ 
ÐÕÓÈȟ ÇÕÉÄÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÍÅ ÈÅÌÐÆÕÌ 

ÁÄÖÉÃÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ  
ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÕÓÔ×ÏÒÔÈÙȩ 

The mission of the mentoring program is to promote spiritual, social, and professional 

growth by guiding, supporting, empowering, and mentoring the youth. 

St. Maryôs is thrilled to introduce the return of our 

MENTORSHIP PROGRAM  

(ÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÈÏ× ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ×ÏÒËȡ 
7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÍÅÅÔ ÁÓ Á ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÎÃÅ Á ÍÏÎÔÈ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÁËÅ ÉÎ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÌÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÅÒÇÙ ÁÎÄ   
ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÓÈÏÒÔ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÖÏÌÖÅ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȟ   
ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÈÁÖÅȟ ÏÒ ÃÏÍÍÏÎ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÅÄȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ       
×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÎÔÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÎÔÅÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÁÌË ÁÎÄ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ   
ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÍÅÎÔÅÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎÙ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÎÅÅÄȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ        
ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÌÏÓÅȟ ÏÎÌÙ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓÈÉÐÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÇÁÉÎÅÄȦ 

4ÈÅ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÍÅÎÔÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÎÔÅÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÄÕÅ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ΤΡÔÈȦ  
)Æ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ Á ÒÅÔÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔȟ ÁÎ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÎÅÅÄÅÄȢ 

ɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂ 
1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȩ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÓÅÅ &ÁÂÉÏÌÁ 3×ÅÉÓȟ %ÌÁÉÎÅ 2ÉÁÄÉȟ ÏÒ $ÅÁÃÏÎ 3ÁÅÄ 

 

Teen SOYO  
 

Teen SOYO Retreat December 29th-30th.   
Teen SOYO Wednesday Night Gathering will resume January 11th, 

6:30 pm to 9 pm.   



 

14 

Teens to assemble Hygiene Kits for IOCC Relief Projects  
Donations needed! 

Parishioners are encouraged to donate the following items for the Hygiene kits.  Our aim is to pack 200 
kits during the Christmas Retreat.  Please consider donating the following, or provide financial donation 
so we can purchase these items.  Keep in mind our Lord's teaching:  "When you have done it to these 
the least of my brethren, you have done it to me."  Any questions, please see SOYO Advisors, Milad 
and Rima Sleiman, Jenna Riadi SOYO President, or Deacon Saed.  See list below: 

Our aim is 200 of each of the following: 
-  one-gallon plastic bag with a zipper closure (Ziploc brand) 
-  hand towel 
-  washcloth 
-  comb 
-  metal nail file or nail clipper 
-  bar of soap (bath size) 
-  toothbrush (NO TOOTHPASTE) 
-  Band-Aids 

THANK YOU, and God bless you. 

Help Us Help the Homeless  
 

St. MaryĴs Antiochian Women are collecting bedding and clothing items to 
donate to homeless shelters.  Winter time is fast approaching and so is the 
cold weather and the homeless are in need of a nice, warm and safe place 
to find shelter from the cold.  During the months of December and January 
we are asking for donations of the following items (items need to be in good 
condition and washed): 
§ Blankets     
§ Comforters  
§ Twin Sheets 
§ Pillow Cases 
§ Hats  
§ Gloves 
§ Scarfs 
§ White or Winter Socks (need to be new) 
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October 9th - January 1st 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Food  Drive Grocery List: 
Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Jelly, Peanut Butter, Rice, 

Shelf Stable Milk, Soup, Tuna, Stew, Canned Vegetables Canned 

Fruit, Mac & Cheese. 
 

Remember to bring items for the Food Drive this Sunday.        

Each Sunday School class will compete to raise the most food. 
 

The winning class will receive a Pizza Party! 
 

Sunday School Students should drop off their food items in one of 

the carts just outside of the Sunday Schoolõs main entrance (in the 

large hall way).  Each cart will be labeled by grade. 
 

Remembering the words of St. John Chrysostom: òIt is a  better thing to 
feed the hungry than to raise the dead.ó 

 

Winter Food 
Drive 2016 

м ƻǳǘ ƻŦ с ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊǳƎπ
ƎƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ  

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΦΦΦпн ƭōǎ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ 
ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŜŘ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ п ŦƻǊ о 

ŘŀȅǎΗ  
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December 31st, 2016 at 7:00pm 
St. Maryõs Gymnasium (North Entrance)  
6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 

Appetizers - Dinner - Sweets - Live Band - Open Bar 

Music by: 
Nabil Nemeh & Doris Farhat 

St. Mary Church & Fuheis American Association 
Proudly Host 

Tickets: 
Adults - $ 75 

12yrs & younger  - $40 

2017 
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If you are interested in nominating yourself or another 
person for St. Maryõs Parish Council, please let Rashid 
Sweis know by Sunday, December 18th. Nominations 
will not be considered after that date.  
 
Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will take 
place Saturday, January 7th from 5:00pm-7:00pm.     
Appetizers and refreshments will be served. Mark 
your calendars and make every effort to attend. 
 
Please make sure your 2016 pledge is paid in full by 
Sunday, December 18th, so that you can participate in 
the General Assembly.  
 

Thanks and God bless!  
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A Journey to Fullness 
Unit 1: Introduction to the Orthodox Faith 

 

St. Maryõs Adult Christian Education Class 

All adults are welcome to join our Christian Education class taught        
by the clergy members. A curriculum has been formed around òA        
Journey to Fullnessó program distributed by Ancient Faith  

Ministries. Each class will include a video lecture, discussion, and     
Q&A on fundamental teachings of the Orthodox Faith. 

St. Maryõs clergy invites you to a 16  
week adult Christian education class! 

Fee: Free! 
Duration: Every Thursday from  
January 12th-May 4th 
Time: 7:00pm-8:30pm 

Location: St. Maryõs Education Wing 
Registration begins November 11th  
Please direct your questions to any  

member of the clergy.  

St. Mary Orthodox Church | 6330 W. 127th St. Palos Heights, IL | 708.239.0004 
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https://qtrial2016q1az1.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bIqcJNu5tS1G7HL
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Weekly Synaxarion 

 December 25th 
  
Today in the Holy Orthodox Church we celebrate the Nativity     
according to the flesh of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ.  
  
God Himself is born of Mary in Bethlehem of Judea, the city of 
David. The creation had never seen a greater wonder. A cave       
became the dwelling of the King of the universe. On this same day, 
we commemorate the adoration of the Magi. Prostrating before the 
newborn Jesus, these princes of the nations prefigure the adoration 
of the Gentiles. Also on this day, we commemorate the shepherds 
who saw the Lord. Leaving their flocks behind, the shepherds 
come with haste to contemplate Christ, the Good Shepherd.  
  
Thus entered the world He Whose coming was foretold by the 
prophets, and Who was born in the same manner in which it had 
been prophesied: of a Most-holy Virgin, in the town of Bethlehem, 
of the lineage of David according to the flesh, at the time when 
there was no king in Jerusalem of the lineage of Judah, but rather 
when a foreigner named Herod, who sought to kill the infant    
Messiah, was reigning. After many types and prefigurings,       
messengers and heralds, prophets and righteous men, wise men and 
kings, finally He appeared, the Lord of the world and King of 
kings, to perform the work of the salvation of mankind. To Him be 
glory, honor, and worship, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 
Amen.  
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