
   
    

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH  
The Self -Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America  

  

òThe disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.ó (Acts 11:26) 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org) 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

  
St. Mary Parish Clergy 
V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 

 
Parish Council 
Abdullah Y. Tadros - Chairman 

Rashid Sweis - Vice Chair 

Jason Haddad - Treasurer 

Abeer Khouri - Financial Sec. / Sec. 

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Magida Abudayyeh  

Nidal Al-Farah 

Constantin Kari 

Bassam Shaheen 

Luai Sweiss 

Saleh Tadros 

 
Parish Ministries 
Sunday School - Philip Riske 

SOYO - Jenna Riadi 

Fellowship - Sally Sweis 

Antiochian Women -  

Magida Abudayyeh  

Fundraising - Rashid Sweis 

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 

OCLife - Nancy Cannon 

Fishers of Men - John Eannace 

Athletics - Nidal Haddad 

Choir - Michael Rascia 

Chanters - Khaled Salman and 

Faris Samawi 

Webmaster - Sana Sweis 

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss 

 
Office 
May Sweis 
administrator@stmaryoc.org 
 
Church Hall Rental 
Call the church office or email our 
Office Administrator 

November 20th 2016 
 

Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple  

 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: As Announced -- Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins -- 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a ñWelcome Packet.ò 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Changes in the Liturgy  
First Antiphon 

Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; in the city of our God and in His holy 
mountain. Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 

God is known in her palaces for a refuge. As we have heard, so we have seen in 
the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city of our God. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and  
unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.  

Second Antiphon 
The most High has sanctified His tabernacle. Holiness and majesty are in His 
sanctuary. 
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

This is the gate of the Lord, by which the righteous shall enter. 
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Holy is Thy temple, and wonderful in righteousness. 
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Both now and ever, and 
unto ages of ages. 
O only-begotten son and word of Godé  

Third Antiphon 
Even the rich among the people shall entreat thy favor. The Kingôs daughter is all 
glorious within: her clothing is of wrought gold. Virgins shall be brought to the 
King after her: her companions shall be brought unto Thee. 

Today the Virgin is the foreshadowing of the pleasure of God, and the beginning of the 
preaching of the salvation of mankind. Thou hast appeared in the Temple of God openly and 
hast gone before, preaching Christ to all. Let us shout with one thrilling voice, saying:        
Rejoice, O thou who art the fulfillment of the Creator's dispensation.  
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Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Five) 

Let us believers praise and worship the Word coeternal with the Father and the 
Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation.  For He took pleasure in ascending the 

Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the dead by His glorious            
Resurrection.  

Troparion of the Entrance of the Theotokos (Tone Four) 

Today the Virgin is the foreshadowing of the pleasure of God, and the beginning 
of the preaching of the salvation of mankind. Thou hast appeared in the Temple of 
God openly and hast gone before, preaching Christ to all. Let us shout with one 
thrilling voice, saying, Rejoice, O thou who art the fulfillment of the Creator's  

dispensation.  

Kontakion of the Entrance of the Theotokos (Tone Four) 

The all-pure temple of the Savior, the most precious bridal chamber and Virgin, 
the treasure-house of the glory of God, today enters the Temple of the Lord, 

bringing with her the grace which is in the Divine Spirit, whom also the angels of 
God do celebrate in song; for she is the heavenly tabernacle.  

Epistle for the Feast of the Entrance of the                           
Theotokos into the Temple  

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit doth rejoice in God my Savior! 
For He hath regarded the lowliness of His servant! 
The reading is from St. Paulôs Letter to the Hebrews (9:1-7).  
Brethren, even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly   
sanctuary. For a tent was prepared, the outer one, in which were the lamp stand 
and the table and the bread of the Presence; it is called the Holy Place. Behind the 
second curtain stood a tent called the Holy of Holies, having the golden altar of 
incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, which        
contained a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaronôs rod that budded, and the 
tables of the covenant; above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the 
mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail. These preparations 
having thus been made, the priests go continually into the outer tent, performing 
their ritual duties; but into the second only the high priest goes, and he but once a 
year, and not without taking blood which he offers for himself and for the errors 
of the people.  
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Gospel for the Feast of the Entrance of the                          
Theotokos into the Temple  

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (10:38-42; 11:27-28). 
At that time, Jesus entered a village; and a woman named Martha received him  
into her house.  And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at Jesusô feet and       
listened to his teaching.  But Martha was distracted with much serving; and she 
went to Jesus and said, ñLord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve 
alone?  Tell her then to help me.ò  But Jesus answered her, ñMartha, Martha, you 
are anxious and troubled about many things; one thing is needful.  Mary has    
chosen the good portion, which shall not be taken away from her.ò As Jesus said 
this, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to him, ñBlessed is the 
womb that bore you, and the breasts that you sucked!ò  But Jesus said, ñBlessed 
rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it.ò  

 

A Very Special Thank You 
 

St. Mary would like to say Thank You to the 
Antiochian Women for the wonderful job they 
did on their Annual Thanksgiving Dinner and 
all the hard work they do throughout the year.  
God Bless! 
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Important: Mark your Calendars for Christmas Liturgy  
Important! Please mark your calendars for the Christmas Liturgy. 
Matins will begin at 5pm followed by Liturgy at 6pm, Saturday 
December 24th. How can we truly celebrate Christmas if we skip 
out on Christmas Liturgy? The Christmas season is a very busy 
time, & we have plans to be with friends & family. But, we must 
learn to set our priorities straight, so schedule your gatherings 
around the Christmas Liturgy. Can you imagine having a        
birthday party without the birthday boy?! Thatõs exactly what we 
do when we donõt attend Christmas Liturgy. Let us begin to 
change the secularization of Christmas & bring Christ back into 
the picture by remembering the reason for the season. We look  
forward to seeing you all at Christmas Liturgy. God bless!  

The Nativity Fast (Advent) begins Tuesday, November 15th and 
will end December 24th (after Christmas Eve Liturgy). We are to 
fast from meat and dairy.  In order for fasting to be effective, it 
must be accompanied with prayer and acts of mercy and love. St. 
John Chrysostom reminds us: òWhat good is it to fast from meat 
and dairy, if we devour and eat one another.ó  Please remember to 
love and forgive in this special time in which we prepare for the 
birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. 



 

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 

11/20:  Malek Sweis and Brothers & Families 

11/27:  Hasan and Saeda Sweis & Family 

12/04:  Ghaleb and Rita Sweis & Family 

Epistle Reading 
 

11/20:  Subdn. Matthew & Lily Sweiss 
11/27:  Scott Abdo & Lamees Ammari  

 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 

signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. 

Itôs this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners 

at the end of the service. What better way to honor 

your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,          

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and 

it encourages fellowship among our community. 

REMINDER 
 

In an effort to eliminate distractions,          
collection baskets will not be passed 
during the Divine Liturgy. Instead, we 
kindly ask you to make your donation 
or pledge before or after service by 
placing it in the donation box at the  
entrance of the church. Envelopes are 
available on both sides of the donation 
box.  Please keep this in mind 
since we depend on your     
contributions. Thank you for 
your generosity! 

3rd & 9th Day Memorial 
Muwafaq Sweis 

Memory Eternal! 

Newborn 

Mayra 

Parents: Jeries & Mirna Akkawi 

Congratulations! 

Newborn 

Sameer 

Parents: Qais & Melanda Sahawneh 

Congratulations! 

15 Year Memorial 
Khourieh Afifeh Al-Sahouri 

Memory Eternal! 

14 Year Memorial 
V. Rev. Fr. Mikhail Al-Sahouri 

Memory Eternal! 

3rd & 9th Day Memorial 
Fadwa Tadros 

Memory Eternal! 

40 Day Memorial 
Amal Akleh Salameh 

Memory Eternal! 
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John 12:26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant 

be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 

ALTAR BOYS GUIDELINES  
 

Parents and Altar Boys, please read.   
These guidelines are to preserve the holiness of  

serving in the Holy Altar: 

 

Dress Code: It is important that all Altar Boys who are serving on their assigned Sunday 
(see Team assignment in the bulletin), that they dress appropriately to serve in the Holy    
Altar: 
No gym shoes.  Black dress shoes 

No shorts or jeans.  Long, dress pants are mandatory 
No T-Shirts or Polo Shirts.  Dress shirts only 
Arrival ON TIME:  This means arriving BEFORE 10am, otherwise the Altar Boy will not 
be allowed to serve.  PARENTS:  Please adhere to this, as arrival on time is necessary to 
vest on time, as instructed in the past.  Parents will have to explain to their son why he is  
unable to serve. 

Behavior:  All Altar Boys must behave during their time in the Holy Altar.  If anyone    
misbehaves, the Sub-Deacons will send them back to their parents with a note regarding 
their behavior. 

 

Thank you,   
Any questions, please see Sub-Deacon Matthew, Sub-Deacon Amir, or Deacon Saed. 

November 20th -  Team A: Murad Salman, Jordan Albakhit, George Albakhit, David Sweiss, Michael 
Sweiss, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph Haddad, Rami Sweis, Saleem Swaiss, Samer Sweis, Christian Sweis, Charlie 
Sayeg, Malik Tadros, Ameer Tadros, Faris Makhamreh, Issa Khoury, Philip Haddad. 

November 27th -  Team B: Sharbel Samawi, Anthony Haddad, Hashem Tadros, Yousef A. Tadros, Yousef 
R. Tadros, Faris Tadros, Basil Tadros, David Alnemri,  Daniel Alnemri, Jaisingh Riske, Sharbel Alafnan,     
Michael Galuszynski, Nicholas Abu-Manneh, Sleman Shaheen, Gus Bousheh, Nicholas Bousheh, Yazen 
Swaiss, Yanal Swaiss, Joseph Fallouh, Abraham Sweis, Ryan Alhourani, Adrian Alhourani. 
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ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN SAINT 
MARYôS TEEN SOYO AT OUR 

ELEVENTH ANNUAL  
CHRISTMAS RETREAT! 

 
Join us for inspiring sessions with  
Special Guest and Retreat Master 
Revered Father John Mahfouz 

 

Location: Bishop Lane Retreat Center, Rockford, IL 
Who: High School Students  

When: Wednesday morning December  28th to 
Friday afternoon December 30th, 2016 

Cost: $100 per teen 
For Information Contact: Rima Sleiman at (708) 590-9559 

 
For Scholarships or Financial Assistance, Please Contact Fr. Mousa 

Haddad Directly  
 

Registration Starts: October 16, 2016 
DEADLINE: December 18, 2016  
 
$50 DEPOSIT REQUIRED 
Space is Limited 

St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox ChurchðPalos Heights, IL 
11th ANNUAL HIGH SCHOOL CHRISTMAS RETREAT - 2016! 
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11th Annual High School  
Christmas Retreat 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MANDATORY Parent/Participant Meeting 

Sunday, December 11th  

This meeting is required for any high school 

student attending the retreat.  
Please see Deacon Saed or Father Mousa if you will not be able to attend.   

 

MANDATORY Chaperone Meeting 

Sunday, December 11th  

This meeting is required for all chaperones     

attending the retreat.  
Please see Deacon Saed or Father Mousa if you will not be able to attend.  

 

VXQGD\/ GHFHPEHU 44/ 5349-REGISTRATION ENDS  

PAYMENT AND FORMS DUE!!!  
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CAREER FAIR 
Sponsored by the Fellowship of St. John the Divine and  

St. Maryõs Mentoring Program 

Calling all high school and post 

high school students!  
 

¶ Are you feeling the pressures 

of beginning adult life?  

¶ Do you want to have a great 

future but not sure where to 

start, what you want to do, or 

where your interests lie?  

¶ Do you think you know  

everything about the  

professional world?  
 

Attend the career fair! There is 

nothing to lose; only knowledge 

and ideas can be gained!  

If you are a professional who 

would like to host a booth related 

to your field, please let us know!  
 

Questions? Please see  

Ramzi Riadi, Alex Damarjian, or  

Fabiola Sweis  

Sunday, November 27th  

1:00pm-3:00pm  
 

Snacks and refreshments  

provided!  
 

St. Maryõs Gymnasium 

6330 W. 127th St. 

Palos Heights, IL 

6330 W. 127th St. Palos Heights, IL | StMaryFSJD    

Teens to assemble Hygiene Kits for IOCC Relief Projects  
Donations needed! 

Parishioners are encouraged to donate the following items for the Hygiene kits.  Our aim is to pack 200 
kits during the Christmas Retreat.  Please consider donating the following, or provide financial donation 
so we can purchase these items.  Keep in mind our Lord's teaching:  "When you have done it to these 
the least of my brethren, you have done it to me."  Any questions, please see SOYO Advisors, Milad 
and Rima Sleiman, Jenna Riadi SOYO President, or Deacon Saed.  See list below: 

Our aim is 200 of each of the following: 
-  one-gallon plastic bag with a zipper closure (Ziploc brand) 
-  hand towel 
-  washcloth 
-  comb 
-  metal nail file or nail clipper 
-  bar of soap (bath size) 
-  toothbrush (NO TOOTHPASTE) 
-  Band-Aids 

THANK YOU, and God bless you. 
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Fellowship   

Upcoming Events  
 

November  
§ 18th-20th Fellowship Retreat 

StMaryFSJD 

3ÅÁÒÃÈ ÎÏ ÍÏÒÅȦ   

(ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÂÅÅÎ ×ÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ 
ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȩ (ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ 

ÂÅÅÎ ÔÈÁÎËÆÕÌ ÆÏÒ  
ÁÌÌ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ 
ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÔÈ ǢÎÄ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÈÁÐÐÉÎÅÓÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÁÎÄ  

ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÌÉÆÅȩ 

!ÒÅ ÙÏÕ Á ÔÅÅÎ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ  
ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÉÇÈ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȟ  
ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȩ (ÁÖÅ   
ÙÏÕ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÅÁÒÃÈÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÅØÔÒÁ 
ÐÕÓÈȟ ÇÕÉÄÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÍÅ ÈÅÌÐÆÕÌ 

ÁÄÖÉÃÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ  
ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÕÓÔ×ÏÒÔÈÙȩ 

The mission of the mentoring program is to promote spiritual, social, and professional 

growth by guiding, supporting, empowering, and mentoring the youth. 

St. Maryôs is thrilled to introduce the return of our 

MENTORSHIP PROGRAM  

(ÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÈÏ× ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ×ÏÒËȡ 
7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÍÅÅÔ ÁÓ Á ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÎÃÅ Á ÍÏÎÔÈ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÁËÅ ÉÎ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÌÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÅÒÇÙ ÁÎÄ   
ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÓÈÏÒÔ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÖÏÌÖÅ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȟ   
ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÈÁÖÅȟ ÏÒ ÃÏÍÍÏÎ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÅÄȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ       
×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÎÔÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÎÔÅÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÁÌË ÁÎÄ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ   
ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÍÅÎÔÅÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎÙ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÎÅÅÄȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ        
ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÌÏÓÅȟ ÏÎÌÙ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓÈÉÐÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÇÁÉÎÅÄȦ 

4ÈÅ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÍÅÎÔÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÎÔÅÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÄÕÅ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ΤΡÔÈȦ  
)Æ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ Á ÒÅÔÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔȟ ÁÎ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÎÅÅÄÅÄȢ 

ɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂ 
1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȩ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÓÅÅ &ÁÂÉÏÌÁ 3×ÅÉÓȟ %ÌÁÉÎÅ 2ÉÁÄÉȟ ÏÒ $ÅÁÃÏÎ 3ÁÅÄ 

 

December  
§ 10th Christmas Party 
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пп  ƛƴ ŀ ƛƴ ŀ wwhh²²  /ƭǳō/ƭǳō  

Saint Mary Sunday School would like to honor the 

following students for attending 4 weeks in a row! 

Beginners Class 
(Preschool) 
Emile Haddad 
Asha Riske 
Zaid Shaheen 

Primary Class 
(K-2) 
Nicholas       

AbuManneh 

Nathalie Bisharat 

Josette Fallouh 

Daniel Haddad 

Jordan Haddad 

Melissa Khoury 

Daniel Sweiss 

Intermediate 
(3rd - 5th) 
Hannah      

Bousheh 

Michael        

Galuszynski 

Jonal Janinah 

Vira Riske 

Maya Shaheen 

Middle School 
(6th - 8th) 
Daniel Alnemri 

Kristina Alnemri 

Joseph Fallouh 

Leah Haddad 

Maggie Qudsi 

Jai Riske 

 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ¸h¦ΗΗΗ 
 

Snack Sponsors Next Week Nov 20  
Anas & Rema Fallouh, Jalal & Jaifa Qudsi 

Nora Sweis, Nayl & Refka Dahdal 
 

Snack Sponsors Dec 4: 
Suzan Galuszynski, Jeries & Janet Salman 

Amjad & Dima Sweiss, Bishara & Samar Abuhammameh 
  

Snack Sponsors Dec 11: 
Saeda Sweis, Ala & Naveen Swais 

Jiries & Nisreen Sweis, Faris & Joleat Samawi 

*Contact Preyma Grace 630-532-8640 for information 

High School 
(9th - 12th) 
Amanda Niqula 

Mariana Qudsi 

Sandra Qudsi 

Jenna Riadi 

Sulaiman        

Shaheen 
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Saint Mary Sunday School Nativity Pageant 2016 
Important Dates: 
November 13 - Intro to Music (during Sunday School) 
End of November - Speaking Parts will be assigned 
December 4 - Rehearsal at 12noon 
December 11 - Rehearsal at 12noon 
December 18 - Performance after Liturgy, students leave after communion to get ready 

 

If students would like a specific part, they can sign up at the Sunday School    

bulletin board before November 14th.   

Roles are: Narrators, Sign Holders, Wisemen, Song Leaders, Mary & Joseph. 

 

 

5ŜŎ 3ǊŘ  
{ŀƛƴǘ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ 5ŀȅ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ 

starts at 4:00pm 
join us for fun, games & goodies! 
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   Taking our faith outside the church walls  

 

Annual Christmas Toy Drive  
 

 

òDo not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God.ó (Hebrews 13:16) 

 
 

Please drop off your gifts at the church office  
during regular business hours:  

Monday - Friday, 10am - 3pm  

Due Today  

 

CHRISTMAS RETREAT & CHRISTMAS CARD SIGN-UP 
 

SOYO will have a table in the main hallway for parents to sign up 
their High Schoolers for the Christmas Retreat. ALSO, at the 
same table, we encourage all parishioners to sign up for the   
Community Christmas Card.  Anyone who would like to sponsor 
someone for the Retreat, please see Fr. Mousa, Fr. Malek or      
Dn. Saed. 
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October 9th - January 1st 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Food  Drive Grocery List: 
Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Jelly, Peanut Butter, Rice, 

Shelf Stable Milk, Soup, Tuna, Stew, Canned Vegetables Canned 

Fruit, Mac & Cheese. 
 

Remember to bring items for the Food Drive this Sunday.        

Each Sunday School class will compete to raise the most food. 
 

The winning class will receive a Pizza Party! 
 

Sunday School Students should drop off their food items in one of 

the carts just outside of the Sunday Schoolõs main entrance (in the 

large hall way).  Each cart will be labeled by grade. 
 

Remembering the words of St. John Chrysostom: òIt is a  better thing to 
feed the hungry than to raise the dead.ó 

 

Winter Food 
Drive 2016 

м ƻǳǘ ƻŦ с ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊǳƎπ
ƎƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ  

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΦΦΦпн ƭōǎ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ 
ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŜŘ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ п ŦƻǊ о 

ŘŀȅǎΗ  
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December 31st, 2016 at 7:00pm 
St. Maryõs Gymnasium (North Entrance)  
6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 

Appetizers - Dinner - Sweets - Live Band - Open Bar 

Music by: 
Nabil Nemeh & Doris Farhat 

St. Mary Church & Fuheis American Association 
Proudly Host 

Tickets: 
Adults - $ 75 

12yrs & younger  - $40 

2017 
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If you are interested in nominating yourself or another 
person for St. Maryõs Parish Council, please let Rashid 
Sweis know by Sunday, December 18th. Nominations 
will not be considered after that date.  
 
Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will take 
place Saturday, January 7th from 5:00pm-7:00pm.     
Appetizers and refreshments will be served. Mark 
your calendars and make every effort to attend. 
 
Please make sure your 2016 pledge is paid in full by 
Sunday, December 18th, so that you can participate in 
the General Assembly.  
 

Thanks and God bless!  
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A Journey to Fullness 
Unit 1: Introduction to the Orthodox Faith 

 

St. Maryõs Adult Christian Education Class 

All adults are welcome to join our Christian Education class taught        
by the clergy members. A curriculum has been formed around òA        
Journey to Fullnessó program distributed by Ancient Faith  

Ministries. Each class will include a video lecture, discussion, and     
Q&A on fundamental teachings of the Orthodox Faith. 

St. Maryõs clergy invites you to a 16  
week adult Christian education class! 

Fee: Free! 
Duration: Every Thursday from  
January 12th-May 4th 
Time: 7:00pm-8:30pm 

Location: St. Maryõs Education Wing 
Registration begins November 11th 
Please direct your questions to any  

member of the clergy.  
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Weekly Synaxarion 

 On this day in the Holy Orthodox Church we celebrate the 
Entrance of the Mother of God into the Temple.  Leading the 
procession into the Temple were virgins with lighted tapers in 
their hands, then the three-year-old Most-holy Virgin, led by 
her father and mother. The Virgin was clad in vesture of royal 
magnificence and adornments as was befitting the ñKingôs 
daughter, the Bride of Godò (Psalm 44:13-15). Following them 
were many kinsmen and friends, all with lighted tapers. Fifteen 
steps led up to the Temple. Joachim and Anna lifted the Virgin 
onto the first step, then she ran quickly to the top herself, where 
she was met by the High Priest Zachariah, who was to be the 
father of St. John the Forerunner. Taking her by the hand, he led 
her not only into the Temple, but into the ñHoly of Holies,ò the 
holiest of holy places, into which no one but the high priest   
ever entered, and only once each year, at that. Zachariah ñwas 
outside himself and possessed by Godò when he led the Virgin 
into the holiest place in the Temple, beyond the second         
curtainðotherwise, his action could not be explained. The 
Most-holy Virgin remained in the Temple and dwelt there for 
nine full years. While her parents were alive, they visited her 
often. When God called her parents from this world, the     
Most-holy Virgin was left an orphan and did not wish to leave 
the Temple until death or to enter into marriage. The Most-holy 
Virgin Mary was the first of such life-vowed virgins, of the 
thousands and thousands of virgin men and women who would 
follow her in the Church of Christ. Through the intercessions of 
the Theotokos, O God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 


