
   
    

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH  
The Self -Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America  

  

òThe disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.ó (Acts 11:26) 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org) 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

  
St. Mary Parish Clergy 
V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 

 
Parish Council 
Abdullah Y. Tadros - Chairman 

Rashid Sweis - Vice Chair 

Jason Haddad - Treasurer 

Abeer Khouri - Financial Sec. / Sec. 

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Magida Abudayyeh  

Nidal Al-Farah 

Constantin Kari 

Bassam Shaheen 

Luai Sweiss 

Saleh Tadros 

 
Parish Ministries 
Sunday School - Philip Riske 

SOYO - Jenna Riadi 

Fellowship - Sally Sweis 

Antiochian Women -  

Magida Abudayyeh  

Fundraising - Rashid Sweis 

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 

OCLife - Nancy Cannon 

Fishers of Men - John Eannace 

Athletics - Nidal Haddad 

Choir - Michael Rascia 

Chanters - Khaled Salman and 

Faris Samawi 

Webmaster - Sana Sweis 

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss 

 
Office 
May Sweis 
administrator@stmaryoc.org 
 
Church Hall Rental 
Call the church office or email our 
Office Administrator 

October 16th, 2016 

Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council 

Fourth Sunday of Luke  

 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: As Announced -- Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins -- 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a ñWelcome Packet.ò 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Changes in the Liturgy 

Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia! 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Eight) 

From the heights, thou didst descend, O compassionate one, and thou didst     
submit to the three-day burial, that thou might deliver us from passion, thou art 

our life and our resurrection, O Lord, glory to thee. 

Troparion of the Fathers (Tone Eight) 

Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise who didst establish our holy   
Fathers as luminous stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us unto the 

true Faith, O most merciful One, glory to Thee.  

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in 
thy falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into 
life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls 

from death.  

Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone Two)  

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the      
Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have 
sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry  
unto thee:   Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou 

who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.  
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 Epistle for the Holy Fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council  

Blessed are thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers! 
For Thou are just in all that Thou hast done to us! 
The Reading is from Saint Paulôs Letter to Titus (3:8-15). 
Titus, my son, the saying is sure.  I desire you to insist on these things, so that 
those who have believed in God may be careful to apply themselves to good 
deeds; these are excellent and profitable to men. But avoid stupid controversies, 
genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over the law, for they are unprofitable and 
futile.  As for a man who is factious, after admonishing him once or twice,   
knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he is self-condemned. When I 
send Artemas or Tychicos to you, do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, for I 
have decided to spend the winter there.  Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer 
and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing.  And let our people learn to 
apply themselves to good deeds, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not to be 
unfruitful. All who are with me send greetings to you.  Greet those who love us in 
the faith. Grace be with you all.  Amen.  

Gospel for the Fourth Sunday of Luke  

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (8:5-15). 
The Lord spoke this parable:  "A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he 
sowed, some fell along the path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of the 
air devoured it.  And some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered away, 
because it had no moisture.  And some fell among thorns; and the thorns grew 
with it and choked it.  And some fell into good soil and grew, and yielded a 
hundredfold." And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, Jesus 
said, "To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but for 
others they are in parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may 
not understand.  Now the parable is this:  The seed is the word of God.  The ones 
along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the 
word from their hearts, that they may not believe and be saved.  And the ones on 
the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy; but these 
have no root, they believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away.  And as 
for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their 
way they are choked by the cars and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit 
does not mature.  And as for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the 
word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit with patience."  
As Jesus said this, he called out, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear."  



 

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 

10/16:  Maysoon Alnaser & Family 

10/23: Malek Sweis and Brothers & Families 

10/30:  Sana Issa Sweis & Family 

Basil Mikhael Sweis & Family 

Epistle Reading 
 

10/16:  Hanna John Saba & Khaled Salman 
10/23:  Monita Hadweh & Norma Tadros 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 

signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. 

Itôs this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners 

at the end of the service. What better way to honor 

your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,          

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and 

it encourages fellowship among our community. 

Wedding 

Sakher Basheer Almakhamreh 

and  

Joyal Othman Akkawi 

Congratulations! 

40 Day Memorial 

Nedal Alnaser                            
Memory Eternal! 

Removal of Crowns 

Marwan & Rola Mesaf 

Congratulations! 

Newborn 

Krista 

Parents: Jeries and Soula Abudayyeh 

Congratulations! 

Baptism 

Ameer & Noor 

Parents: Yousef and Enas Sawaqed 

Congratulations! 

REMINDER 
 

In an effort to eliminate distractions,  
collection baskets will not be passed 
during the Divine Liturgy. Instead, we 
kindly ask you to make your donation 
or pledge  before or  after service by     
placing it in the donation box at the   
entrance of the church.  Envelopes are 
available on both sides of the donation 
box. Please keep this in mind 
since we depend on your   
contributions. Thank you for 
your generosity! 

Flu shots will be offered at St. 
Maryôs by Marianoôs Pharmacy 
on Sunday, October 30th 

 
(most insurances accepted) 
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*There will be a special collection today.* 
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John 12:26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant 

be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 

ALTAR BOYS GUIDELINES  
 

Parents and Altar Boys, please read.   
These guidelines are to preserve the holiness of  

serving in the Holy Altar: 

 

Dress Code: It is important that all Altar Boys who are serving on their assigned Sunday 
(see Team assignment in the bulletin), that they dress appropriately to serve in the Holy    
Altar: 
No gym shoes.  Black dress shoes 

No shorts or jeans.  Long, dress pants are mandatory 
No T-Shirts or Polo Shirts.  Dress shirts only 
Arrival ON TIME:  This means arriving BEFORE 10am, otherwise the Altar Boy will not 
be allowed to serve.  PARENTS:  Please adhere to this, as arrival on time is necessary to 
vest on time, as instructed in the past.  Parents will have to explain to their son why he is  
unable to serve. 

Behavior:  All Altar Boys must behave during their time in the Holy Altar.  If anyone    
misbehaves, the Sub-Deacons will send them back to their parents with a note regarding 
their behavior. 

 

Thank you,   
Any questions, please see Sub-Deacon Matthew, Sub-Deacon Amir, or Deacon Saed. 

October 23rd -  Team A: Murad Salman, Jordan Albakhit, George Albakhit, David Sweiss, Michael 
Sweiss, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph Haddad, Rami Sweis, Saleem Swaiss, Samer Sweis, Christian Sweis, Charlie 
Sayeg, Malik Tadros, Ameer Tadros, Faris Makhamreh, Issa Khoury, Philip Haddad. 

October 16th -  Team B: Sharbel Samawi, Anthony Haddad, Hashem Tadros, Yousef A. Tadros, Yousef R. 
Tadros, Faris Tadros, Basil Tadros, David Alnemri,  Daniel Alnemri, Jaisingh Riske, Sharbel Alafnan,     
Michael Galuszynski, Nicholas Abu-Manneh, Sleman Shaheen, Gus Bousheh, Nicholas Bousheh, Yazen 
Swaiss, Yanal Swaiss, Joseph Fallouh, Abraham Sweis, Ryan Alhourani, Adrian Alhourani. 
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Fellowship   

Upcoming Events  

 

October  
§ 16th Fellowship Bible Study 

November  
§ 11th Movie Night Nadi 

§ 18th-20th Fellowship Retreat 
 

December  
§ 10th Christmas Party 

StMaryFSJD 

Teen SOYO Pizza Sale 
Sunday, October 16th  

After Liturgy  
 

 

 
 

 

Come help support our teens. 



 

9 

   Taking our faith outside the church walls  

 

Annual Christmas Toy Drive  
 

 

òDo not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God.ó (Hebrews 13:16) 

 
 

It is that time of the year again to begin preparing for our 
Annual Christmas Drive. The wish lists for 70 children  
given to us by the Illinois Department of Children and 
Family Services will be distributed Sunday, October 16th. 
Please see Kholoud Swais to sign-up and take a list.  For 

most of these children, these will be the only Christmas gift 
they receive. 

 

Please drop off your gifts at the church office  
during regular business hours:  

Monday - Friday, 10am - 3pm 
 
 

Toys due Sunday, November 20th 
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October 9th - January 1st 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Food  Drive Grocery List: 
Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Jelly, Peanut Butter, Rice, 

Shelf Stable Milk, Soup, Tuna, Stew, Canned Vegetables Canned 

Fruit, Mac & Cheese. 
 

Remember to bring items for the Food Drive this Sunday.        

Each Sunday School class will compete to raise the most food. 
 

The winning class will receive a Pizza Party! 
 

Sunday School Students should drop off their food items in one of 

the carts just outside of the Sunday Schoolõs main entrance (in the 

large hall way).  Each cart will be labeled by grade. 
 

Remembering the words of St. John Chrysostom: òIt is a  better thing to 
feed the hungry than to raise the dead.ó 

 

Winter Food 
Drive 2016 

м ƻǳǘ ƻŦ с ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊǳƎπ
ƎƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ  

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΦΦΦпн ƭōǎ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ 
ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŜŘ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ п ŦƻǊ о 

ŘŀȅǎΗ  



 

11 



 

12 



 

13 



 

14 



 

15 



 

16 

 

Father/Son Retreat 
St. Maryõs 1st Annual Father-Son Retreat, a weekend of 
uninterrupted quality time with your son enjoying spiritual, 
sport and camp activities.  This retreat is intended for fathers 
and their sons ages 5-13.  Limited space, first come first serve.    

Date:  November 5th & 6th  
(Saturday & Sunday) 

Location: St. Iakovos Retreat Center                                                                         
Kenosha County, WI 

Cost: $250 for Father and 1st Son                                                                                
$35 each additional son                                                                                                           

(cost includes a private room for up to 4, 3 meals on Saturday,                                           
T-shirt and a souvenir from the monastery gift shop).                                                                            

Theme:  "Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not 
depart from it."   Proverbs 22:6 

 
Participant Names & Ages: _________________________________________________________ 
 
             _________________________________________________________ 
 
                                  _________________________________________________________ 
   
                                  _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please Circle Adult Shirt Size:    S      M     L     XL         XXL    XXXL 
 
Please Circle Youth Shirt Size:   S M     L     XL         XXL     XXXL 
 
Please Circle Youth Shirt Size:   S M     L     XL         XXL     XXXL 
 
Please Circle Youth Shirt Size:   S M     L     XL         XXL     XXXL 
 
Checks payable to St. Mary Orthodox Church 
 
 
Please complete form and mail to:     St. Mary Orthodox Church 
     Father/Son Retreat 
            6330 W 127th Street 
       Palos Heights , IL 60463 
 
Payment in full required by October 16th. 
 
 
Any questions or comments please contact Abdullah Tadros at  (708)691-9103 
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Please contact Muna Salman 708-769-5105 or   
Shireen Salman 708-717-9640 for tickets. 

St. Maryõs  

Annual Thanksgiving Dinner  
 
 
 

Hosted by Our Antiochian Women 

òIt is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord.ó 

Saturday, November 12th, 2016 
 

St. Mary Orthodox Church 
6330 W. 127th St.   

Palos Heights, IL 60463 
 

Singer: 
Saed Khoury 

 
 

Ticket: Adults - $30  
Children (6-12yrs) - $20 
Doors open at 6:00pm 
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St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox ChurchðPalos Heights, IL 
11Tth ANNUAL HIGH SCHOOL CHRISTMAS RETREAT - 2016! 

 
ñMy House Shall be Called a House of Prayerò Matthew 21:13  

 
ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN SAINT 
MARYôS TEEN SOYO AT OUR  ELEVENTH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS  

RETREAT! 
 

Join us for inspiring sessions with  
Special Guest and Retreat Master 
Revered Father John Mahfouz 

 

Location: Bishop Lane Retreat Center, Rockford, IL 
Who: High School Students  

When: Wednesday morning December  28th to 
Friday afternoon December 30th, 2016 

Cost: $100 per teen 
For Information Contact: Rima Sleiman at (708) 590-9559 

 
For Scholarships or Financial Assistance, Please Contact Fr. Mousa 

Haddad Directly  
 

Registration Starts: October 16, 2016 
DEADLINE: December 18, 2016  

 
$50 DEPOSIT REQUIRED 

Space is Limited 
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Weekly Synaxarion 

 On October 16 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we    
commemorate the Martyr Longinos the centurion who stood 
at the cross of the Lord; and Gall, enlightener of            
Switzerland.  On this day we commemorate the holy and 
blessed Fathers who came together for the second time in 
Nicaea, during the reign of the pious and Christ-loving   
Sovereigns Constantine and Irene, against those who        
impiously, ignorantly and foolishly asserted that the Church 
of God worshippeth idols, and rejected the august and holy 
icons.  The Council met in 787 to refute the Iconoclast   
heresy, whose camp believed that all depictions of Christ, 
His Mother and the saints should be destroyed. The      
iconophiles believed that icons served to preserve the     
doctrinal teachings of the Church; and they considered icons 
to be manôs dynamic way of expressing the divine through 
art and beauty. The council decreed that the veneration of 
icons was not idolatry (Exodus 20:4-5), because the honor 
shown to them is not directed to the wood or paint, but  
passes to the prototype, or the person depicted. It also       
upheld the possibility of depicting Christ, Who became man 
and took flesh at His Incarnation. The Father, on the other 
hand, cannot be represented in His eternal nature, because 
ñno man has seen God at any timeò (John 1:18).  By the    
intercessions of the Holy Fathers, O Christ God, have mercy 
upon us. Amen. 



 

20 

 All proceeds from advertisements support St. Mary Church 
  

  

  

  

  

Please support all sponsors who appear in this bulletin 

12236 S. Harlem 
Palos Heights, IL 60463 

(708)671-8682 

Dresses for all your special occasions  

ElegantCoutureBoutique  Elegant_Couture 

End of Season Clearance up to 70% off  

www.ElegantCouture.com  Call us at (708)430-7008 or visit http://ramallahjewelry.com/ 

 

The defense of Federal & State criminal cases & 
The prosecution of significant personal injury matters 

 
708.361.2200   www.EannaceLaw.com 

  

http://www.elegantcouture.com/
http://www.elegantcouture.com/
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com/
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com/
http://www.elegantcouture.com/
http://www.ramallahjewelry.com/
http://www.eannacelaw.com/
http://www.EannaceLaw.com
http://www.EannaceLaw.com
http://www.EannaceLaw.com
http://www.EannaceLaw.com
http://www.EannaceLaw.com
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 All proceeds from advertisements support St. Mary Church 

Please support all sponsors who appear in this bulletin 

  

  

  

  

 http://www.utbhome.com 

14271 Wolf Rd. Unit A 
Orland Park, IL 60467 
 

708.737.7362 .p 
708.856.1680 .c 
hairdesignby.tk@gmail.com 

  снлȊŀƛŘ 
½ŀƛŘ ¢ŀƴƴƻǳǎ IŀƛǊ {ŀƭƻƴ 

  ���������� ���6��������st Ct.  
Orland Park ,���,�/������������  
�������� ���������� -��������  
zaid.salon@yahoo.com  

 

Professional Hair Stylist 

New clients receive a free blow dry with full color! 

   

708-496-3344  866-912-9802  

8230 S. Harlem Avenue - Bridgeview, IL 60455   

  

John F. Hann Sr - Owner 
johnsr@hannfuneralhome.com  

Burial  Pre-Planning Shipping Services �‡ �‡ 

3-31-17  3-31-17 


