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òThe disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.ó (Acts 11:26) 
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Athletics - Nidal Haddad 
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June 5th, 2016 

Sunday of the Blind Man  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: 5:00p.m. -- Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins -- 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a ñWelcome Packet.ò 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen! 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death,          

and  upon those in the tombs bestowing life! 
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Changes in the Liturgy  
First Antiphon 

Shout with joy to God, all the earth.  Sing to His name; give glory to His praises. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour save us! 

Say to God: How awesome are Thy works; let all the earth worship Thee, and 

sing to Thee. Let it sing a song to Thy Name, O Most High.  

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour save us! 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and  

unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour save us!  

Second Antiphon 

May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and may He cause His face to shine 

upon us, and have mercy on us. 

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to thee, Alleluia! 
That thy way may be known upon earth, thy salvation among all nations.  Let the    

peoples give thanks to Thee, O God; let all the peoples give thanks to Thee. 

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to thee, Alleluia! 
May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear Him. 

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to thee, Alleluia! 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and  

unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
O only-begotten Son, etc.  

Third Antiphon 

Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered, and let those who hate Him flee 

from his face.                                                                                                                       

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in 

the tombs, bestowing life!                                                                                                                          

As smoke vanishes, let them vanish; as wax melteth before the fire.                                 

Christ is risen, etc.                                                                                                                    

So let sinners perish at the presence of God, and let the righteous be glad.                           

Christ is risen, etc.                                                                                                                   

This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad therein.                      

Christ is risen, etc.  
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Entrance Hymn (Tone Two) 

In the gathering places, bless ye God the Lord from the springs of Israel. Save us 

O Son of God, Who art Risen from the dead, who sing to thee:  Alleluia!  

Paschal Troparion (Tone Five) 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in 

the tombs, bestowing life! (3x) 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Five) 

Let us believers praise and worship the Word coeternal with the Father and the 

Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation.  For He took pleasure in ascending the 

cross in the flesh to suffer death and to raise the dead by His glorious               

Resurrection.  

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy   

falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, 

being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from 

death.  

Kontakion of Pascha (Tone Eight) 

O Immortal One, when Thou didst descend into the tomb, Thou didst destroy the 

power of Hades; and Thou didst rise victorious, O Christ God. Thou hast said to 

the ointment bearing women: Rejoice!  And Thou gavest peace to Thy Disciples, 

O Bestower of Resurrection to those who had fallen.  

Epistle of the Sunday of the Blind Man  

Thou, O Lord, shalt keep us and preserve us. 
Save me, O Lord, for the godly man hath disappeared. 
The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (16:16-34) 

In those days, as we Apostles were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a 

slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by 

soothsaying.  She followed Paul and us, crying, ñThese men are servants of the 

Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.ò  And this she did for 

many days.  But Paul was annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, ñI charge you 

in the Name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.ò  And it came out that very hour.  
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But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and 

Silas and dragged them into the market place before the rulers; and when they had 

brought them to the magistrates they said, ñThese men are Jews and they are     

disturbing our city.  They advocate customs which it is not lawful for us Romans 

to accept or practice.ò  The crowd joined in attacking them; and the magistrates 

tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods.  And when they 

had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, charging the 

jailer to keep them safely.  Having received this charge, he put them into the inner 

prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.  But about midnight Paul and Silas 

were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.  

And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison 

were shaken.  And immediately all the doors were opened and every oneôs fetters 

were unfastened.  When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, 

he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had 

escaped.  But Paul cried with a loud voice, ñDo not harm yourself, for we are all 

here.ò  And he called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down 

before Paul and Silas, and brought them out and said, ñMen, what must I do to be 

saved?ò  And they said, ñBelieve in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and 

your household.ò  And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all that were 

in his house.  And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their 

wounds, and he was baptized at once, with all his family.  Then he brought them 

up into his house, and set food before them; and he rejoiced with all his household 

that he had believed in God.  

Gospel of the Sunday of the Blind Man  

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. John (9:1-38). 

At that time, when Jesus was passing, he saw a man blind from his birth.  And his 

disciples asked him, ñRabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 

blind?ò  Jesus answered, ñIt was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that 

the works of God might be made manifest in him.  I must work the works of him 

who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work.  As long as I am 

in the world, I am the light of the world.ò  As he said this, he spat on the ground 

and made clay of the spittle and anointed the manôs eyes with the clay, saying to 

him, ñGo, wash in the pool of Siloam (which means Sent).  So he went and 

washed and came back seeing.  The neighbors and those who had seen him before 

as a beggar, said, ñIs not this the man who used to sit and beg?ò  Some said, ñIt is 

heò; others said, ñNo, but he is like him.ò  He said, ñI am the man.ò  They said to 

him, ñthen how were your eyes opened?ò  He answered, ñThe man called Jesus 
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made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, óGo to Siloam and washô; so I 

went and washed and received my sight.ò  They said to him, ñWhere is he?ò  He 

said, ñI do not know.ò  They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly 

been blind.  Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened his 

eyes.  The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight.  And he said 

to them, ñhe put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.ò  Some of the Pharisees 

said, ñThis man is not from God, for he does not keep the sabbath.ò  But others 

said, ñHow can a man who is a sinner do such signs?ò  There was a division 

among them.  So they again said to the blind man, ñWhat do you say about him, 

since he has opened your eyes?ò  He said, ñHe is a prophet.ò  The Jews did not  

believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the   

parents of the man who had received his sight, and asked them, ñIs this your son, 

who you say was born blind?  How then does he now see?ò  His parents answered, 

ñWe know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we 

do not know.  Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself.ò  His parents said 

this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if any one 

should confess him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.  Therefore, 

his parents said, ñHe is of age, ask him.ò So for the second time they called the 

man who had been blind, and said to him, ñGive God the praise; we know that this 

man is a sinner.ò  He answered, ñWhether he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I 

know, that though I was blind, now I see.ò  They said to him, ñWhat did he do to 

you?  How did he open your eyes?ò  He answered them, ñI have told you already, 

and you would not listen.  Why do you want to hear it again?  Do you too want to 

become his disciples?ò  And they reviled him, saying, ñYou are his disciple, but 

we are disciples of Moses.  We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this 

man, we do not know where he comes from.ò  The man answered, ñWhy this is a 

marvel!  You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes.  We 

know that God does not listen to sinners, but if any one is a worshipper of God 

and does his will, God listens to him.  Never since the world began has it been 

heard that any one opened the eyes of a man born blind.  If this man were not from 

God, he could do nothing.ò  They answered him, ñYou were born in utter sin, and 

would you teach us?ò  And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him 

out, and having found him, he said, ñDo you believe in the Son of God?ò  He     

answered, ñAnd who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?ò  Jesus said to him, 

ñYou have seen him, and it is he who speaks to you."  He said, "Lord, I believe"; 

and he worshipped him.  
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Mentorship Program Upcoming Events 
 

Saturday, June 11th- 9:00am-1:00pm Mentorship Program Retreat 

Megalynarion (Tone One) 

The angel spake to her that is full of grace, saying, O pure Virgin, rejoice. And I 

say also, Rejoice. For thy son is risen from the tomb on the third day. 

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem; for the glory of the Lord hath risen upon thee.  

Rejoice and exult now, O Zion, and thou, O pure one; Theotokos, rejoice at the 

Resurrection of thy Son.  
Koinonikon (Communion Hymn) 

Receive ye the Body of Christ, and taste ye Him who is the Fountain of             

Immortality. Alleluia!  

Instead of ñWe have seen the true lightò, we sing ñChrist is Risenò (Once)  

REMINDER: 
 

In an effort to eliminate distractions, collection baskets will not be passed 

during the Divine Liturgy. Instead, we kindly ask you to make 

your donation or pledge  before or after service by placing it in 

the donation box at the entrance of the church. Envelopes are 

available on both sides of the donation box. Please keep this in 

mind since we depend on your contributions. Thank you for 

your generosity! 



 

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 

06/05:  Eid Swais & Family 

06/12:  Ghandi and Jurjeit Sweis & Family 

06/19:  Emad and Suzan Haddad & Family 

Epistle Reading 
 

06/05:  Marram Salman & Wajih Haddad 

06/12:  Marian Fahmy & Khaled Salman 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 

signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. 

Itôs this gift of Holy Bread that we use to prepare 

communion and to share with our parishioners at the 

end of the service. What better way to honor your 

loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,          

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and 

it encourages fellowship among our community. 

Graduation 
 

Rami Romel Sweis 

Prairie View Middle School 
 

Congratulations! 

Wedding 

Saddam Musa Sweis  

and  

Kati Jamal Khouri 

Congratulations! 

Graduation 
 

Yazen Baha Swaiss 

 Jerling Junior High School 
 

Congratulations! 

ñBible Verse of the Weekò 

So Christ was offered once to bear the 

sins of many. To those who eagerly 

wait for Him He will appear a second 

time, apart from sin, for salvation. 

Hebrews 9:28 
Graduation 

 

Helena Janinah 

 Stagg High School 
 

Congratulations! 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=NKJV&search=Hebrews%209:28
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TEEN SOYO BIDS FAREWELL  
TO TEENS GRADUATING TO THE FELLOWSHIP 
_____________________________________________ 

Teen SOYO's final night for the Summer will be Wednesday, June 
15th.  On that evening, the Teens will bid farewell to their fellow 
Teen SOYO members who are graduating to the Fellowship of St. 
John the   Divine. 
 
This will be a potluck evening;  please contact Jenna to let her know 
what you will be bringing that evening. 
 
We will miss the Graduating Teens!  We wish you the best in the   
Fellowship, and know you will always support Teen SOYO.  We love 
you and will miss you. 

Liturgy for the Feast of Ascension  
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ALTAR BOYS GUIDELINES  
 

Parents and Altar Boys, please read.   

These guidelines are to preserve the holiness of  

serving in the Holy Altar: 

 

Dress Code: It is important that all Altar Boys who are serving on their assigned Sunday 

(see Team assignment in the bulletin), that they dress appropriately to serve in the Holy    

Altar: 

No gym shoes.  Black dress shoes 

No shorts or jeans.  Long, dress pants are mandatory 

No T-Shirts or Polo Shirts.  Dress shirts only 

Arrival ON TIME:  This means arriving BEFORE 10am, otherwise the Altar Boy will not 

be allowed to serve.  PARENTS:  Please adhere to this, as arrival on time is necessary to 

vest on time, as instructed in the past.  Parents will have to explain to their son why he is  

unable to serve. 

Behavior:  All Altar Boys must behave during their time in the Holy Altar.  If anyone    

misbehaves, the Sub-Deacons will send them back to their parents with a note regarding 

their behavior. 

 

Thank you,   

Any questions, please see Sub-Deacon Matthew, Sub-Deacon Amir, or Deacon Saed. 

{ŀƛƴǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ![¢!w {9w±9w{Ω aLbL{¢w¸ 
ά¦thb ¢IL{ wh/Y L ²L[[ .¦L[5 a¸ /I¦w/I 

John 12:26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant 

be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.  

 

June 5th - Team B:  Sharbel Samawi, Anthony Haddad, Hashem Tadros, Yousef A. Tadros, Yousef R. 

Tadros, Faris Tadros, Basil Tadros, David Alnemri,  Daniel Alnemri, Jai Singh Riske, Sharbel Alafnan,   

Michael Galuszynski, Nicholas Abu-Manneh, Sleman Shaheen, Gus Bousheh, Nicholas Bousheh, Yazen 

Swaiss, Yanal Swaiss, Joseph Fallouh, Abraham Sweis. 

June 12th -  Team A: Murad Salman, Jordan Albakhit, George Albakhit, David Sweiss, Michael Sweiss, 

Kyse Dahdal, Joseph Haddad, Rami Sweis, Saleem Swaiss, Samer Sweis, Christian Sweis, Charlie Sayeg, 

Malik Tadros, Ameer Tadros, Faris Makhamreh, Issa Khoury, Philip Haddad. 
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Fellowship   

Upcoming Events  
 

June  
§ 11th Pilsen Food Truck 
§ 18th Softball Game 

§ 19th Fatherõs Day Bake Sale 
§ 22nd-26th Parish Life Conference 

§ 26th Bible Study 
 

July  
§ 2nd Hot Air Balloon Fest-Lisle 

§ 9th 2nd Softball Game 
§ 10th Taste of Chicago 

§ 31st Bible Study 
 

August  
§ 6th Final Softball Game 
§ 13th Humanitarian Walk 

§ 14th Ice Cream Sale 
§ 19th-21st Young Professional Conference 

§ 27th Bucktown Art Fest 
§ 28th Bible Study 

*We will have basketball every Sunday, starting on June 
12th except for July 17th and 24th there will be no      

basketball. 
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cSunday School Teachers Mini -Retrea td  

(Everyone Welcome June 21st)  
 
 

íPlanting the Seed for     
Future Generations:  

The Holy Scriptures from 
Genesis to Revelationî  

 

Presentation by the  
V. Rev. Fr. Fouad Saba, 

Dean of St. George Cathedral 

All who have been involved or have an interest in the  
St. Mary Sunday School and Christian Education Programs are 

strongly encouraged to attend. Bring family members.  
Come hear Father Fouad unpack the scriptures for us,  

while we enjoy a light dinner and refreshments.  
 

Date: Tuesday, June 21st  
 

Time: Light Meal at 6pm followed by presentation at 7:00pm  

cRSVP to Philip Riske by June 19th at SundaySchool@StMaryOC.org d   
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