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Gospel of Palm Sungqga)
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His Eminence
The Most Reverend
Metropolitan JOSEPH

Archbishop of New York and
Metropolitan of
All North America

The Right Reverend
Bishop ANTHONY

Diocese of Toledo and

The Midwest

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA

Pascha 2016
Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen! !a® s 12l paciall

Our Church has given us the sacred sacrament of Holy Baptism to guarantee our personal resurrection from
the dead. St. Paul clearly taught this when he writes: We were buried therefore with him by baptism into
death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in the
newness of life. (Romans 6:4) Just as Jesus rose bodily from the dead and stayed with His Apostles for
tforty days to teach and deliver them the practices of our faith, we will rise bodily with the same recognizable
features and personality traits which now and forever will identify, distinguish, and define us: only in a
most purified and perfected way: I consider the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is to be revealed to us. ‘For no eye has seen, nor ear heard, no heart of man conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love him.’ (Romans 8:17; 1 Corinthians 2:9; Isaiah 64:4) Beloved,
we are God’s children now; it does not vet appear what we shall be, but we know that when he appears we
shall be like him, for evervone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. (1 John 3:2-3)

We realize the Great Lent and Holy Week purifying discipline of prayer and fasting is to tame the flesh and
give power to the soul in preparation to become the beautified body of the resurrection, all in anticipation
of the glory to come when Christ returns at the end of time. But our commonwealth is in heaven, and from
it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ (at the Second Coming), who will change our lowly body to be
like his gloriouis body, by the power which enables him even to subject all things to himself. (Philippians
3:20) We ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait for adoption as sons,
the redemption of our bodies. (Romans 8:23)

The earliest Christian preaching proclaimed the renewal of bodily life in Christ’s defeat of death. His
Resurrection includes ours. St. Paul said Christ must suffer to clean us from the pollution of sin, as St.
Cyprian of Carthage has said, that by being the first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light both to
the people and to the Gentiles. (Acts 26:23) For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things
exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through suffering.
For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified have all one origin. (Hebrews 2:10-11)

Jesus Christ in being the first to rise again, (the “first in all things” writes St. Basil the Great in the Anaphora
ot his Liturgy), blazed new trails for us, hiking out of the gorge of Hades, through the tunnel of the cave of
his burial, into the sunny garden of His Resurrection appearance, leading us on that trail to eternal life. Let
us follow this Pathfinder and this wilderness Guide into His glory! But in fact Christ has been raised from
the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. But each in his own order. Christ the first fruits,
then at his coming those who belong to Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:20, 23; Romans 8:.29; Colossians 1:15,
18; Hebrews 12:23; Revelation 1:5)

May you all have a blessed Paschal season!
+ Lok o rthon Ly
+Bishop ANTHONY

Bishop of Toledo
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

2635 Manchester Blvd., Toledo, OH 43606-2825
(260) 615-8777 Cell
bpanthonymichaels@gmail.com
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FLOWER DONATIONS

All names will be placed in the tomb of Christ on Holy Friday. On Pascha (Haster
the names will be read privately during a special prayer service inside thg Holy
Al t ar . Thank you for your supgpor

Pl ease see Shireen Sal man r
Send your donations t o:
St . Mary Orthodox Chur(:h

wied

g 633W1 28t . P
"‘»@"‘ Palos Hé&i0gBBs, | L ”‘W’-
, Any questi o/mOp8 3@0OdaAs e c a | (

Elementary Holy Week Refreat

Lazarus Saturday, Aeril2 3
Starts with lunch after Liturgy - ends at 3PM.

The Heart of the Jourhey

Email SundaySchool@StMaryOC.org to R.S.V.P.

For Kindergarten through 5th Graders ONLY
St Mary Antiochian Church, Palos Heights, IL
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Annunciation Bookstore

Glory be to God! Glory Forever!

St. Mary Orthodox Church would like to inform all its parishioners to take advantage of the
materials that are offered at our Annunciation Bookstore.

If you have not had the opportunity to stop by and check out our various selection, we ask
that you please do.

If you are looking for that perfect gift for birthdays, graduation, house warming, baptism,
etc... we have many items to choose from. Please check out our menu below that displays a
handful of our products. If there is something you would like but do not see it, please let us

know and we will try to accommodate you.

If you have any questions or comments please contact
Nader or Angela Haddad at 989.780.2751 or naderemileB@yahoo.com

Our Froducts

Annunciation 5ool<5tore Menu

Bibles
Orthodox Study Bible
Leather/Hard Cover/

Paperback
75/50/15
Arabic Large Print
65
Arabic/English
40
Arabic
30

Icons
Tatia1e Qi 7ed
Various sizes

35 and up

Automobile Accessories
License Plate Covers
10
Bumper Stickers
20r2/3
Dashboard Cross
10
Crosses/Pendants
10

Censors
Large/*Combo
30/35
Small/*Combo
15/20

*(censor, incense, charcoal,

tongs)

Baptis _rosses
Gold/Sterling Silver
119/49
Prayer Bracelet
Wool/Wood/Metal
5/8/8
Lapel Pins
3

Miscellaneous
Greeting Cards
(Various occasions)
3or2/5
Cell Phone Covers
(iPhone/ Android)
25

Book of the Month

Title: Journey to Pascha:
An Explanation of the Holy
Week Services

Publisher House: Ethos
Press

Journey to Pascha

Author: Fr. Ayman
Kfouf

Publish Date: 2016

This booklet includes a daily guide to our journey to
Pascha, which offers a simplified explanation of the

theological and liturgical themes of the services of
the Great and Holy Week. The simplified language
of this guide is intended to speak to the average
faithful and to help them understand the true
meaning of the Holy Week services, In spite of this
simplicity, this guide offers a complete interpretation
of the vast majority of the theological and liturgical
themes and practices of the Holy Week and Pascha.
The iconography used in this guide is carefully
selected to illustrate the theological meaning of each
celebration, and to help the reader achieve a better
understanding of the services, in which they
participate.

We accept cash, check and all major credit cards.

©2014 Annunciation Bookstore
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CHICAGO'S ANNUAL IOCC

GRAND BANQUET
~ & SILENT AUCTION =

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
IOCC Executive Director Dean Triantafilou

THURSDAY, MAY 12, 2016
6 PM COCKTAILS ~ 7 PM DINNER

Café La Cave
2777 Mannheim Road ¢ Des Plaines, IL 60018

Tickets $125 per person

For more information or to register,
visit iocc.org/chicago
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BLOOD DRIVEYS -

Honoring the gift of Freedom

By giving the gift of Life.

It's about that time again!

Sunday May 29, 2016 8AM to 2PM

The Fellowship of St. John the Divine will be
hosting a blood drive. If you would like to sign-up
please contact Angela Haddad (708.715.9057 or
angelahaddadl4@gmail.com). All those who
donate will receive a free t-shirt and your choice of
a $5 gift card to either Dunkin Donuts or Starbucks.

Be a hero and save a life.
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