
 
  

    

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH  
The Self -Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America  

  

òThe disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.ó (Acts 11:26) 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org) 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

  
St. Mary Parish Clergy 

V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 

 

Parish Council 

Abdullah Y. Tadros - Chairman 

Magida Abudayyeh - Vice Chair 

Jason Haddad - Treasurer 

Abeer Khouri - Financial Sec. / Sec. 

Fadi Abu Manneh 

Nidal Al-Farah 

Constantin Kari 

Faris Samawi 

Bassam Shaheen 

Luai Sweiss 

Saleh Tadros 

 

Parish Ministries 

Sunday School - Philip Riske 

SOYO - Jenna Riadi 

Fellowship - Sally Sweis 

Antiochian Women -  

Magida Abudayyeh  

Handmaids - Mansoura Khouri and 

Lina Haddad 

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 

OCLife - Nancy Cannon 

Fishers of Men - John Eannace 

Athletics - Nidal Haddad 

Choir - Michael Rascia 

Chanters - Khaled Salman and 

Faris Samawi 

Webmaster - Sana Sweis 

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss 

 

Office 

May Sweis 
administrator@stmaryoc.org 

 

Church Hall Rental 

Call the church office or email our 

Office Administrator 

February 28th, 2016 

Sunday of the Prodigal Son  

 

 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: 5:00p.m. -- Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins -- 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a ñWelcome Packet.ò 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Changes in the Liturgy 

Entrance Hymn 

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.  

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee:          

Alleluia!  

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Six) 

When Mary stood at Thy grave looking for Thy sacred body, angelic 

powers shone above Thy revered tomb, and the soldiers who were to 

keep guard became as dead men.  Thou led hades captive and wast not 

tempted thereby, Thou didst meet the virgin and didst give life to the 

world, O Thou who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.   

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; 

and in thy falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast 

translated into life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine          

intercessions, deliver our souls from death.  

Kontakion of the Prodigal Son (Tone Three) 

When I disobeyed in ignorance thy Fatherly glory, I wasted in iniquities 

the riches that thou gavest me.  Wherefore, I cry to thee with the voice of 

the prodigal son, saying: I have sinned before thee, O compassionate  

Father, receive me repentant, and make me as one of thy hired servants.  
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Epistle for the Sunday of the Prodigal Son  

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us! 

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous! 

The Reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (6:12-20). 

Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful. All things are 

lawful for me, but I will not be enslaved by anything. Food is meant for the   

stomach and the stomach for food; but God will destroy both one and the other. 

The body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 

And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by His power. Do you not know 

that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take the members of 

Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he 

who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, 

ñThe two shall become one flesh.ò But he who is united to the Lord becomes one 

spirit with Him. Shun immorality. Every other sin which a man commits is outside 

the body; but the immoral man sins against his own body. Do you not know that 

your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? 

You are not your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body, 

and in your spirit, which are Godôs.  

Gospel for the Sunday of the Prodigal Son  

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (15:11-32). 

The Lord spoke this parable:  ñThere was a man who had two sons; and the 

younger of them said to his father, óFather, give me the share of property that falls 

to me.ô  And he divided his living between them.  Not many days later, the   

younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there 

he squandered his property in loose living.  And when he had spent everything, a 

great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want.  So he went and 

joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to 

feed swine.  And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no 

one gave him anything.  But when he came to himself he said, óHow many of my 

fatherôs hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with   

hunger!  I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, ñFather, I have 

sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 

son; treat me as one of your hired servants.òô  And he arose and came to his father.  

But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and 
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ran and embraced him and kissed him.  And the son said to him, óFather, I have 

sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your 

son.ô  But the father said to his servants, óBring quickly the best robe, and put it on 

him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and 

kill it, and let us eat and be merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he 

was lost, and is found.ô  And they began to make merry. Now his elder son was in 

the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing.  

And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant.  And he said to him, 

óYour brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has 

received him safe and sound.ô  But the son was angry and refused to go in.  His  

father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, óLo, these many 

years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave 

me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends.  But when this son of yours 

came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted 

calf!ô  And he said to him, óSon, you are always with me, and all that is mine is 

yours.  It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, 

and is alive; he was lost and is found.ôò  

Understanding the Divine Liturgy:  The Great Litany 
By Fr. Thomas Hopko 

  

After the opening proclamation, the Great Litany is chanted. This litany begins every liturgical service of the 

Orthodox Church, as well as virtually all sacraments and special services. It is the all-embracing prayer of the 

Church for everyone and everything. It consists of petitions to which the people respond: ñLord have mercy.ò 

The Great Litany begins with prayers ñin peaceò and ñfor peace.ò The people then proceed in the litany to 

pray for their eternal salvation; for the welfare of Godôs churches and for the union of all; for the faithful and 

God-fearing of the particular community; for the bishops, priests, deacons and all the people of the Church; 

for the nation and its institutions for which all are responsible: the president, civil authorities and armed    

forces; for the given city and country and for all cities and countries; for good weather and abundant crops; 

for travelers, for the sick, the suffering and those in captivity. 

REMINDER: 
 

In an effort to eliminate distractions, collection baskets will not be passed during 

the Divine Liturgy. Instead, we kindly ask you to make your donation 

or pledge  before or after service by placing it in the donation box at 

the entrance of the church. Envelopes are available on both sides of 

the donation box. Please keep this in mind since we depend on your 

contributions. Thank you for your generosity! 



 

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 

02/28:  Abdullah and Nader Tadros & Families 

03/6:  Antiochian Women 

03/13:  Antiochian Women 

Epistle Reading 
 

02/28:  Futien Johnson & Wajih Haddad 

03/06:  Rita Magnuson & Lily Sweiss 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 

signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. 

Itôs this gift of Holy Bread that we use to prepare 

communion and to share with our parishioners at 

the end of the service. What better way to honor 

your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,         

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, 

and it encourages fellowship among our communi-

ty. 

Engagement 

Samer Fadel Zanayed  

and  

Joanna Basem Habash 

Congratulations! 

 

Open every Sunday after Liturgy   

Monday -Friday  

11:00am - 2:00pm  

Please email Nader Haddad or Angela 

Haddad at naderemile3@yahoo.com 

with any requests. 

 

Newborn 

Atef Constantine 

Parents:  Alla and Wajdan Sweis 

Congratulations! 
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Spaghetti Sale 

Today, February, 28, 2016 
Immediately following Liturgy 

 
Sponsored by the Teen SOYO 

Fellowship Bible Study 
February 28th, 2016 

12:30 pm in the Nadi 

Topic:  "Fasting is...Fasting is not"  
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St. Mary's  

Fishers of Men  

Monthly Breakfast 

March 5, 2016 at 10:00am 

St. Mary Fellowship Hall 

 

Esfeeha Sale  
March 6, 2016 

Immediately following Liturgy 
Sponsored by the Antiochian Women 
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ALTAR SERVERS - NO LATE ARRIVALS ALLOWED 

 
Please note that effective Sunday, February 28th, all Altar Servers  

scheduled to serve (Team A or Team B) must arrive BEFORE 10am,  

otherwise they will not be allowed to serve.  All Altar Boys were given 

notices in the past month informing them of this new rule. 

 

PARENTS:  If your son is scheduled to serve, please ensure that your 

son arrives before 10am.  Otherwise, they will be sent back to you. 

 

Thanks for your attention in this matter. 

HOUSE BLESSINGS  
 

Traditionally, at the feast of our Lordôs Theophany on    

January 6th, we bless water which is used to sanctify the 

homes of all the faithful. In bringing the blessed   water to 

our homes, and sprinkling it in each room, we rid our house 

of any evil influence, and rededicate it to God in a special 

way. As we were once renewed by the waters of our own 

baptism into Christ, so too our home, and our 

entire lives, are re-dedicated and renewed 

unto Christ our God each year at this time. 

Please contact Fr. Mousa at 708-979-3222 or 

Fr. Malek at 708-516-6417 if you would like 

your home blessed this year. 
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Team A Dates 
 
1/24/16 
 
2/07/16 
 
2/21/16 
 
3/06/16 
 
3/20/16 
 
4/03/16 
 
4/17/16 
 
 
 

Team B Dates 
 

1/31/16 
 

2/14/16 
 

2/28/16 
 

3/13/16 
 

3/27/16 
 

4/10/16 
 
4/24/16 

{ŀƛƴǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ![¢!w {9w±9w{Ω aLbL{¢w¸ 
ά¦thb ¢IL{ wh/Y L ²L[[ .¦L[5 a¸ /I¦w/Iέ 

 
 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нпΣ нлмс ς !ǇǊƛƭ нпΣ нлмс          
ό9ũŜŎǝǾŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нпΣ нлмсύ 

 

The following is the NEW list of teams and schedule for Altar Servers.  Please make sure that 
you are here and ready to serve 10 minutes before liturgy begins (9:50 AM)!  GOD BLESS! 
 

(Any questions or if your childôs name is not on the list, please contact Subdeacon Matthew Sweis at 

mrsweis@hotmail.com or see him on Sundays after Divine Liturgy).  See Schedule BELOW: 

Sharbel Samawi : Team B:                                                              Murad Salman : Team A 
                                         
Jordan Albakhit                                                                               Anthony Haddad                                 

George Albakhit                                                                  Philip Haddad 

David Sweiss                                                                       Hashem Tadros 

Michael Sweiss                                                                Yousef A Tadros 

Kyse Dahdal                                                                        Yousef R Tadros 

Joseph Fallouh                                                                    Faris Tadros 

Joseph Haddad                                                                   Basil Tadros 

Rami Sweis                                                                      David Alnimri 

Saleem Swaiss                   Daniel Alnimri 

Samer Sweis                                                                                 Jai Singh Riske 

Christian Sweis        Sharbel Alafnan       

Charlie Sayeg       Michael Galuszynski 

Malik Tadros       Nicholas Abu-Manneh 

Ameer Tadros       Sleman Shaheen 

Faris Makhamreh      Gus Bousheh 

Issa Khoury        Nicholas Bousheh 

John 12:26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If 

anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.  
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ST. PHILOTHEA PROJECT  

Saint Philothea Project is collecting care packages for orphans in Romania during 
Great Lent. 
 

St. Mary's would like to send care packages to 50 orphans - 25 girls and 25 boys.  
 

We are looking for donations of the following items: 
 

 *Socks (medium size) - 75 pairs for boys & 75 pairs for girls 
 *Underwear (medium size) - 75 pairs for boys & 75 pairs for girls 
 *Hand Soap - 50 bars 
 *Wash cloths - 100 
 *Comb & Brush - 25 combs, 25 hair brushes 
 *Shampoo - 50 bottles 
 *Toothbrushes - 50 manual (not battery operated)  
 *Toothpaste - 50 (full size) 
 *Nail Clippers and Nail Files - 50 each 
 * Deodorant - 25 for girls, 25 for boys 
 * Small Icons - 50 
 * Simple Crosses - 50 
 
If you would like to donate any of these items, please see Kh. Delia Haddad or Rima 
Saigh Sleiman. 
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Thank you to all the generous donors who contributed with 

money and items towards the care packages for orphans in    

Africa! May God continue to bless you and your families!   

St . Philothea   

Packages for African Orphans were distributed!  

 



 

12 

3/9/  
5ÐÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ 

&ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙȡ 
¶ ςψÔÈȡ 3ÐÁÇÈÅÔÔÉ 3ÁÌÅ  
 

-ÁÒÃÈȡ 
¶ ςÎÄȡ 3/9/ .ÉÇÈÔ-"ÉÂÌÅ 3ÔÕÄÙ  ɉÁÎÙ ÔÏÐÉÃ ÓÕÇÇÅÓȤ
ÔÉÏÎÓ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÓÅÅ  $ÅÁÃÏÎȟ 2ÉÍÁ ÏÒ -ÉÌÁÄɊ 

¶ φÔÈȡ 3/9/ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 
¶ ρρÔÈ-ρσÔÈȡ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ 'ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇ 
¶ ρωÔÈȡ $ÁÙ "ÒÅÁË (ÕÍÁÎÉÔÁÒÉÁÎ %ÖÅÎÔ 
¶ ρψÔÈ-ςπÔÈȡ ,ÅÎÔÅÎ 2ÅÔÒÅÁÔ ×ÉÔÈ 3ÔȢ 'ÅÏÒÇÅ 
¶ ςσÒÄȡ 3/9/ /ÕÔÉÎÇ 4"$ 
 

!ÐÒÉÌȡ  

¶ σÒÄȡ 3/9/ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ 
¶ ρχÔÈȡ &ÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÅÒ 4"$ 
¶ ςωÔÈ (ÏÌÙ &ÒÉÄÁÙ 6ÉÇÉÌ 

ɕ3/9/ .ÉÇÈÔ ÅÖÅÒÙ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ φȡσπ-ωȡππÐÍ 
ɉ-ÁÒÃÈ ωÔÈȟ ρφÔÈȟ ςσÒÄȟ σπÔÈȠ !ÐÒÉÌȡ φÔÈȟ ρσÔÈȟ 
ςπÔÈȟ ςχÔÈɊ 

ɕ3/9/ .ÉÇÈÔÓ ÉÎ !ÐÒÉÌ ×ÉÌÌ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ,ÅÎÔÅÎ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ 
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Sunday School News/Event 
 

 

 

 

Youth Choir  
Youth Choir will meet every Sunday  

after Liturgy from 12:15pm to 12:45pm and 

the 1st Saturday of every month from 3-6pm 

                     
 

 

Middle School Lenten Retreat 
Saturday, March 19th, 2016 

1pm-6pm 

for students in grades 6th through 8th 

includes lunch and Great Vespers 

more details to follow. 

 

 

Holy Week Retreat 
Saturday, April 23rd, 2016 

for students in grades 1st through 5th 

more details to follow 
 
 

Sunday School Summer Programs 
 We're looking for volunteers 16+ to run a weekly program on          

Tuesday evenings also a Vacation Church School. 

Both are open to 1st through 12th graders. 
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3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÒÉÌÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ 

-%.4/2).' 02/'2!- 
 

 

 
(ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÂÅÅÎ ×ÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ 
ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ  ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȩ 
(ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÈÁÎËÆÕÌ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ 
ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÎÔ 
ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÔÈ ǢÎÄ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ 

ÁÎÄ  
ÈÁÐÐÉÎÅÓÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ  
ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÁÎÄ  
ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÌÉÆÅȩ 

!ÒÅ ÙÏÕ Á ÔÅÅÎ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ 
ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ  

ÈÉÇÈ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȟ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ 
ÆÕÔÕÒÅȩ (ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÅÁÒÃÈȤ
ÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÅØÔÒÁ ÐÕÓÈȟ ÇÕÉÄȤ
ÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÍÅ ÈÅÌÐÆÕÌ ÁÄÖÉÃÅ 

ÆÒÏÍ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ  
ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÄ ÁÎÄ  
ÔÒÕÓÔ×ÏÒÔÈÙȩ 

3ÅÁÒÃÈ ÎÏ ÍÏÒÅȦ   

!ÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÍÅÎÔÏÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÎÔÅÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ  
ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÁÂÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÌÌ×ÁÙȢ 
ɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂɂ 

3ÔÁÙ ÔÕÎÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȦ 
1ÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȩ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÓÅÅ &ÁÂÉÏÌÁ 3×ÅÉÓȟ %ÌÁÉÎÅ 2ÉÁÄÉȟ ÏÒ  

$ÅÁÃÏÎ 3ÁÅÄ 

2016 Easter 
FLOWER DONATIONS  

All names will be placed in the tomb of Christ on Holy Friday. On Pascha (Easter), 

the names will be read privately during a special prayer service inside the Holy     

Altar.  Thank you for your support!  St. Maryõs Antiochian Women 
 

Please see Shireen Salman or Kholoud Swais or  

Send your donations to: 

St. Mary Orthodox Church   

6330 W. 127
th
 St.  

Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Any questions please call (708) 239-0004 
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2016 ADULT BIBLE BOWL TEAM  

 

Alright Adults!  Anyone 19 and older is eligible to join the Adult 

Bible Bowl Team.   

 

This year's topic: Gospel of St. John 

 
St. Mary needs YOU!  You can do it....it takes no more than 2 

hours per week to study the Gospel. Our Teens have won Diocese 

and National Awards. WE WANT our Adults to show what THEY 

can do !!!! See Deacon Saed if interested.  If you don't come to 

see him, HE will find YOU! 

Open Gym Schedule 

Basketball Open Gym 3pm 
 

 

Volleyball Open Gym 7pm 
 

 Sunday Feb. 28th  

Sunday Mar. 1st 

Sunday Mar. 8th 

Sunday Mar. 15th 

Sunday Mar. 22nd 

Sunday Mar. 29th 

Tuesday Mar. 6th 

Tuesday Mar. 13th 

Tuesday Mar. 20th 

Tuesday Mar. 27th 
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SPRING GATHERING ï DIOCESE OF TOLEDO AND THE MIDWEST 

FRIDAY late afternoon thru SUNDAY (March 11-13, 2016) 

Business Meetings/Service Projects/Social Events 

Teen SOYO, Fellowship and Antiochian Women 

(ALL ATTENDEES MUST REGISTER - $35 fee covers meals and all events) 
 

FRIDAY: 

  -Vespers      5 pm 

  -Hospitality / Gathering in the Nadi  

  (with light snacks)    7pm to 9pm 

  -Ask Sayidna (Session)    9pm 

   Followed by Pizza 

  -Socializing/Fellowship in the Nadi (movie) 

   and Open Gym 

   and Bonfire 

  -Return to Hotel     Midnight 

 

 

SATURDAY:  

 -Morning Prayers     8:30 am 

 -Breakfast      9:00 am 

 -Meetings      10 am  

  Teen SOYO 

  Fellowship of St. John the Divine 

  Antiochian Women 

 -Lunch       12:30pm 

 -Service Project      1:30pm 

 -Meetings continue (as needed)    1:30 pm 

 -FREE/OPEN TIME until Vespers @ 5:30pm 

  -Pool available at the Hotel 

  -Major shopping mall ï 15 minutes away 

 -Great Vespers     5:30 pm 

 -Dinner      6:45 pm 

 -Musical presentation:  Tyler Mancuso  8:00 pm 

 -Hafli (light snacks)     9:00 pm to 11:30 pm   

 -Return to hotel     Midnight 

   

SUNDAY: 

 -Orthros  

(Chanting by Teens and Fellowship)   8:45 am 

 -Hierarchical Divine Liturgy   

His Grace, Bishop ANTHONY, presiding  10:00 am 

-Farewell luncheon to follow 
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