St. Mary Parish Clergy

V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor
V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani
Subdeacon Matthew Sweis
Subdeacon Ameer Tadros

Parish Council

Luai Sweiss - Chairman

Abdullah Tadros - Vice Chairman
Jason Haddad - Treasurer

Ramiz Sweiss- Financial Secretary
Fabiola Sweis - Secretary

Nidal Al-Farah

Constantin Kari

Abeer Khouri

Faris Samawi

Bassam Shaheen

Feras Sweis

Parish Ministries

Sunday School - Philip Riske
SOYO - Murad Salman

Fellowship - Fabiola Sweis
Antiochian Women -

Magida Abudayyeh

Handmaids - Mansoura Khouri and
Lina Haddad

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman
OClLife - Nancy Cannon

Fishers of Men - John Eannace
Athletics - Melad Qodsi

Choir - Michael Rascia

Chanters - Khaled Salman and
Faris Samawi

Webmaster - Sana Sweis

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss

Office
May Sweis
administrator@stmaryoc.org

Church Hall Rental
Call the church office or email our
Office Administrator
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6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL. 60463
Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org)
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

January 3, 2016
Forefeast of and Sunday before the
Theophany of Christ

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

Weekly Schedule of Services

Saturday: 5:00p.m. -- Great Vespers
Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins - 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins - 10:30 a.m. Bible Study
(Confessions by Appointment)

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family.

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.”

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.




Changes in the Liturgy

Entrance Hymn

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee:
Alleluia!

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Six)

When Mary stood at Thy grave looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers
shone above Thy revered tomb, and the soldiers who were to keep guard
became as dead men. Thou led hades captive and wast not tempted thereby,
Thou didst meet the virgin and didst give life to the world, O Thou who art
risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.

Troparion of the Forefeast of the Theophany of Christ (Tone Four)

Make ready, O Zebulum; prepare yourself, O Naphthali; cease to flow, O River

Jordan; receive in joy the Master who comes to be baptized. Adam rejoice with

the first mother. Do not hide in paradise, as before, for He came to see us, even

naked, that He might clothe us as we were before. Christ has appeared to renew
all creation.

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in
thy falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into
life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our
souls from death.

Kontakion of the Forefeast of Theophany of Christ (Tone Four)
Today hath the Lord appeared in the courses of the Jordan crying to John and
saying, Be not dismayed at my baptism; for I have verily come to save Adam

the first to be created.




Epistle for the Sunday before the Theophany of Christ

O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance!

1o you, O Lord, have I cried, O my God!

The Reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy (4:5-8).
Timothy, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an
evangelist, fulfil your ministry. For I am already on the point of being
sacrificed; the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight,
I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will
award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved
his appearing.

Gospel for the Sunday before the Theophany of Christ

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark (1:1-8).

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written
in the prophets, “Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, who shall
prepare thy way; the voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way
of the Lord, make his paths straight.” John the Baptizer appeared in the
wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
And there went out to him all the country of Judea, and all the people of
Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, and had a leather girdle
around his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying,
“After me comes he who is mightier than I, the thong of whose sandals I am
not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized you with water; but he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”




PARISH NEWS

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider
/(// 7 signing up for one or more Sundays to Suad Hanna Tadros
provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour.
It’s thls gift of Holy Bread that we use to prepare —_—
communion and to share with our parishioners at Newborn
the end of the service. What better way to honor Simon Jr.
your 10\'1ed ones on t'helr blrthday,'a'nnzversary, et o i b el Soeis
graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, .
and it encourages fellowship among our communi- CongratlﬂatlonS!
ty.
Holy Bread and Coffee Hour
P 0 10 Please make sure you pick
01/03: Ghaleb and Rita Sweis & Family ~—m—eemmUp  your 2016 St. Mary
——=———=— Calendar after Liturgy. One
01/10: Hana Sweis & Family =7 per family. God bless!
01/17: Emad and Issam Haddad & Familes
Reminder
Epistle Reading If you did not place your donatlion in the
pledge box when you walked in, please
01/03: Lana Sweis & Maria Madain remember to do so as you leave.
01/10: Elaine Riadi & Lily Sweiss
Y Thank You!
Open every Sunday after Liturgy
Monday -Friday
11:00am - 2:00pm
Please email Nader Haddad at

naderemile3@yahoo.com with any
requests.

The Sacrament of Baptism
By Fr. Thomas Hopko

The way of entry into Christian Church is by baptism in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit

(Matthew 28:19; Baptismal Gospel reading in the Orthodox Church).

Baptism as a word means immersion or submersion in water. It was practiced in the Old Testament and even in some
pagan religions as the sign of desires and actions in preparation of the coming of the Kingdom of God in Christ

In the Church, the meaning of baptism is death and rebirth in Christ. It is the personal experience of Easter given to

each man, the real possibility to die and to be “born anew” (John 3:3)




His Eminence
The Most Reverend
Metropolitan JOSEPH

Archbishop of New York and
Metropolitan of
All North America

Diocese of Toledo and

The Midwest

The Right Reverend
Bishop ANTHONY

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA

Theophany (Epiphany) of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
January 6, 2016

As we celebrate this great Feast of Theophany or Epiphany, we know that the Birth of Christ and
His work on earth was also the will of the Holy Trinity: 1t was a common will for the common
good, so to speak, first of man’s salvation, and, also, of all creation.

Originally, at least in the East, Christmas and Epiphany; the birth of Christ, His Baptism by John
in the Jordan, and the pilgrimage of the Magi to the place of Jesus’ birth were one great feast and
testival celebrating, especially emphasized at Epiphany, the fact that God became man. The
Second Person of the Holy Trinity takes on human nature and restores its beauty and destiny.

Immediately following the feast of the Circumcision of Our Lord, at the Pre-feast or Fore-feast for
Epiphany. the Aposticha verses on January 2° read: “The Feast just past was glorious, O Savior,
but the coming feast is more luminous. Before the angel announced Thy birth, now the Forerunner
prepares for your mission on earth. The former had the pouring out of the martyr’s blood in the
death of the Innocents when Bethlehem cried, while on this feast, afier the water is blessed, many
become fruitful. There the star announced to the Magi; but now the Father reveals and the Holy
Spirit confirms Thee to be the Savior of the world.”

May He who deigned to be baptized by John in the Jordan for our salvation and reveal the Holy
Trinity, bless you and be with you always.

_/— ﬁwf 0P M m7
+Bishop ANTHONY

Bishop of Toledo
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

2635 Manchester Blvd., Toledo, OH 43606-2825
(260) 615-8777 Cell

bpanthonymichaels@gmail.com



Saint Mary’s ALTAR SERVERS’ MINISTRY
“UPON THIS ROCK | WILL BUILD MY CHURCH"

A PLACE THAT WANTS YO

SERVING

THIS COMMUNITY

January 24, 2016 — April 24, 2016
(Effective Sunday January 24, 2016)

The following is the NEW list of teams and schedule for Altar Servers. Please make sure that you are
here and ready to serve 10 minutes before liturgy begins (9:50 AM)! GOD BLESS!

(Any questions or if your child’'s name is not on the list, please contact Subdeacon Matthew Sweis at
mrsweis@hotmail.com or see him on Sundays after Divine Liturgy). See Schedule BELOW:

Murad Salman (Team Leader): Team A Sharbel Samawi (Team Leader): Team B:
Jordan Albakhit Anthony Haddad
George Albakhit Philip Haddad
David Sweiss Hashem Tadros
Michael Sweiss Yousef A Tadros
Kyse Dahdal Yousef R Tadros
Joseph Fallouh Faris Tadros
Joseph Haddad Basil Tadros
Rami Sweis David Alnimri
Saleem Swaiss Daniel Alnimri
Samer Sweis Jai Singh Riske
Christian Sweis Sharbel Alafnan
Team A: Team B:
01/24/16 01/31/16
02/07/16 02/14/16
02/21/16 02/28/16
03/06/16 03/13/16
03/20/16 03/27/16
04/03/16 04/10/16
04/17/16 04/24/16

John 12:26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone
serves me, the Father will honor him.
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Open Gym Schedule

Basketball Open Gym 4 pm

Sunday Jan. 3rd
Sunday Jan. 10th
Sunday Jan. 24th
Sunday Jan. 31st
Sunday Feb. 7th
Sunday Feb. 14th
Sunday Feb. 21st
Sunday Feb. 28th

Volleyball Open Gym 7 pm

Tuesday Jan. 5th
Tuesday Jan. 12th
Tuesday Jan. 19th
Tuesday Jan. 26th
Tuesday Feb. 2nd
Tuesday Feb. 9th
Tuesday Feb. 16th
Tuesday Feb. 23rd
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Congratulations to the newly elected officers for the Fellowship of St.
John the Divine:

President - Sally Sweis
Vice President - Natalie Salman
Treasure - Chuck Samawi
Public Relations - Josephine Tadros

We would also like to thank the outgoing officers for all of their hard
work and dedication in 2015:

President - Fabiola Sweis

Vice President - Reem Sweis
Treasurer - Chuck Samawi

Public Relations - Marram Salman

The swearing in of the newly elected officers will take place on Today,
January 3rd, 2016.




Online registration is at www.StMaryOC.org/sunday_school.html
OR

Register on a computer outside of the Church Gym.

January
2nd - Creative Projects Mini Camp (10-2pm)

3rd - Creative Projects Mini Camp (1-3pm)
16th-18th Creative Projects Mini Camp (1-3pm)
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TEEN SOYO NIGHTS

We welcome all teens to attend our Wednesday, Teen SOYO Nights
Every Wednesday from 6:30 PM - 9:00 PM
The first Wednesday of each month is a bible study.
We enjoy fellowship, open discussions, time in the gymnasium & homework time as well!
For more information, please contact:
Deacon Saed Rihani, Milad Sleiman, or Rima Sleiman
Deacon Saed: saedrihani6@gmail.com/ (773) 454—2191
Milad: milad.s.sleiman@gmail.com/ (630) 632 —6747
Rima: rima.saigh@gmail.com/ (708) 590— 9559
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ATTENTION

ALTAR
SERVERS!

There will be mandatory training on
Sunday, January 17th.

[t you did not attend the first training
session 1n December, you must attend

this session. A light lunch will be
served.

Teams will be created and a schedule
will start in January 2016.

We are in NEED of new Altar Boy
robes. We are asking for each family
to donate 2 robes (1gold and 1purple)

tfor each child serving.

Continuous trainings will be held for the
Altar servers.

Please see Subdeacon Matthew (mrsweis@hotmail.com) or
Deacon Saed (saedrihani6@gmail.com) with any questions.
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December 31st, 2015 at 7:00pm
St. Mary's Gymnasium (North Entrance)
6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL.
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ave 3 Lives, Help Syrian
Refugees and Receive a
Free Flu Shot!!!

January 3, 2016
8:00AM - 2:00PM
St. Mary Orthodox Church

Here’s your chance to start your new year out right!
Sign up for St. Mary’s blood drive.
We will be able to donate $10 to the IOCC Syrian
Relief fund for every presented donor.
Plus you can receive a free flu shot.
Don’t miss out on this amazing opportunity!
Sign up today!!!

Angela Haddad @ 708.715.9057 or angelahaddad14@gmail.coms




pnnual General Assembly Meeting ang
Parish Council Nominations

If you are interested in nominating yourself or
another person for St. Mary’s Parish Council,
please let Fr. Mousa or Luai Sweiss know by
Sunday, December 20th. Nominations will not be
considered after that date.

Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will
take place Sunday, January 10% immediately
following the Divine Liturgy. Mark your
calendars and make every effort to attend.

Please make sure your 2015 pledge is paid in full
by Sunday, December 27t, so that you can
participate in the General Assembly.

Thanks and God bless!
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18t Annual
Midwest Diocese Basketball Tournament
Canton, Ohio
January 15-17, 2016

Division I: Ages 12-15/ Division ll: Ages 15-18 / Division Ill: Ages 19-26

Friday, January 15

7 pm: Registration begins (Hotel Lobby)

8 pm: Pizza (Registration area)

8:30pm: Retreat (Hotel Ballroom)
Saturday, January 16

7 am: Morning prayers/Light Breakfast/Tournament Brackets
(Hotel Ballroom)

8 am: Basketball Tournament begins

12 pm: Lunch (at Basketball locations)

6 pm: Great Vespers (St. George Serbian)

7 pm: Banquet/ Awards Presentation/Hafli (St. George Serbian)
Sunday, January 17

8:45 am: Matins (St. George Antiochian)

10 am: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy (St. George Antiochian)

Brunch and Farewell (St. George Antiochian)

Early Registration: $50 by January 8 Registration: $60

(Includes all meals and events)

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
1118 Cherry Ave. NE Canton, OH 44704
330-455-8482 stgeorgecanton@sbcglobal.net

Hotel Information: Courtyard by Marriott
4375 Metro Circle NW N. Canton, OH 44720 330-494-6494
Group Rate: $85/night (mention St. George Canton)
Our block of rooms will be reserved for us until Jan. 3

Please Contact Nidal Haddad at (708) 691-8849 or at Haddadnidal24@yahoo.com.
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Week]g Sgnaxarion

On January 3 in the Holy Orthodox Church, the
second day of the Forefeast of the Theophany of Christ,
we commemorate the holy Prophet Malachi. He was
chronologically the last of the prophets, born after the
return of the Jews from exile in Babylon in 538 B.C. He
was unusually fair of face. According to tradition, he was
nicknamed “the angel” perhaps because of his outward
fairness, or because of his purity of spirit, or because of
his companionship with an angel, with whom he often
spoke face to face. At these times, others also heard its
voice but were not worthy to look on its face. The young
prophet spoke forth that which the angel revealed to him.
Malachi cried out against the ingratitude of Israel and the
sins of the priests. Five hundred years before Christ, he
clearly foretold the coming and work of John the Baptist
(Mal. 3:1). Malachi was chiefly the prophet of the Day of
Judgment (Mal. 3:19-21). Malachi went to God young in
years, and after him there was no prophet in Israel until
John the Baptist, the last of all prophets. On this day, we
also commemorate the Martyr Gordios of Cappadocia;
Venerable Thomais the wonderworker of Lesbos; and
Venerable Genevieve of Paris. By their holy intercessions,
O God, have mercy upon us and save us. Amen.
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