st. Mary Orthodox Church

Palos Heights, lllinois

Fr. Mousa Haddad and Fr. Malek Rihani and their families
wish you a Blessed Christmas Celebration and a
New Year filled with God’s Blessings!

Christ is Born ! Glorify Him '
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St. Mary Parish Clergy

V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor
V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani
Subdeacon Matthew Sweis
Subdeacon Ameer Tadros

Parish Council

Luai Sweiss - Chairman

Abdullah Tadros - Vice Chairman
Jason Haddad - Treasurer

Ramiz Sweiss- Financial Secretary
Fabiola Sweis - Secretary

Nidal Al-Farah

Constantin Kari

Abeer Khouri

Faris Samawi

Bassam Shaheen

Feras Sweis

Parish Ministries

Sunday School - Philip Riske
SOYO - Murad Salman

Fellowship - Fabiola Sweis
Antiochian Women -

Magida Abudayyeh

Handmaids - Mansoura Khouri and
Lina Haddad

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman
OClLife - Nancy Cannon

Fishers of Men - John Eannace
Athletics - Melad Qodsi

Choir - Michael Rascia

Chanters - Khaled Salman and
Faris Samawi

Webmaster - Sana Sweis

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss

Office
May Sweis
administrator@stmaryoc.org

Church Hall Rental
Call the church office or email our
Office Administrator

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL. 60463
Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org)
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

December 24 2015
The Nativity of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ
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Weekly Schedule of Services

Saturday: 5:00p.m. -- Great Vespers
Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins - 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins - 10:30 a.m. Bible Study
(Confessions by Appointment)

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family.
If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's
house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.”
May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.




His Eminence
The Most Reverend
Metropolitan JOSEPH

Archbishop of New York and
Metropolitan of
All North America

Diocese of Toledo and
The Midwest

The Right Reverend
Bishop ANTHONY

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA

Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
December 25, 2015

Christ is Born! Glorify Him! Jogdaad Jlg pesual)

Love swings back and forth between hope and hurt. The Father in heaven had high hopes
for His son on earth to rescue His creation for Him, returning it to its original meaning and
destiny. The Little One who lay in a manger outside the comfort and crowd of the Inn, as baby
and from then on to the Cross, from cradle to Cross, would, in the deepest sense, always be
alone, on His own, and never at home anywhere. This prophet was not welcome 1n the town He
grew up in. So He wandered as a homeless person. The Father would feel the hurt of this
homelessness and hear the Blessed One say He had nowhere to lay His head.

I had thought there were two dramatic moments in Christ’s life when He truly could rest
and lay His head down in peace; one is when He was born and His mother held Him, the other
was 1n the quiet tomb while the crowds were gone and the noise of darkness stopped. He rose
from the sleep of death, folded His cloth pillow neatly, and left resurrected and triumphant.

Christmas has me pray for and hurt for all of the little ones now, outside the comfort of
warm homes, away 1 the wilderness of foreign places, traveling mn the night to Egypt, far from
the Bethlehem of their birth. The Father hurts for them who are made in the image of His son
and so are made for Him.

Let us give them a home somewhere and show them there is love in every city, in the
City of Peace.

Christ changed the hurt of the Cross into the help of the Father through His obedience, as
a good Son always is, for the hope of us all. He saved us to become saviors, even when it hurts.

May He who was born in a cave and lay in a manger for our salvation bless you always.
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+Bishop ANTHONY

Bishop of Toledo
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

2635 Manchester Blvd., Toledo, OH 43606-2825
(260) 615-8777 Cell
bpanthonymichaels@gmail.com



Changes in the Liturgy

First Antiphon

I will praise Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart: I will speak of all Thy
marvelous works. In the assembly of the upright and in the congregation, the
works of the Lord are great.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

They are sought out according to all His purposes. His work is honorable and
glorious, and His righteousness endureth forever.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and
unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

Second Antiphon

Blessed i1s the man that feareth the Lord; that delighteth greatly in His
commandments. His seed shall be mighty upon earth; the generation of the
upright shall be blessed.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Glory and riches shall be in His house, and His righteousness endureth forever.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: He is gracious, full of
compassion and righteous.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and
unto ages of ages.

O only-begotten son and word of God...

Third Antiphon

The Lord said unto my Lord: “Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine
enemies thy footstool. The Lord shall send thee a rod of strength out of Zion.
With thee is dominion in the day of thy power, in the beauties of thy saints.

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they
that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun of justice, and to know
that from the east of the Highest thou didst come, O Lord, glory to thee!




Changes in the Liturgy

Entrance Hymn

Out of the womb, before the morning star, have I begotten Thee. The Lord hath
sworn and will not change His mind: Thou art a priest forever, after the order of
Melchizedek. Save us, O Son of God, who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to
Thee: Alleluia!

Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four)

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the
world; for they that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O
Sun of Justice, and to know that from the east of the Highest Thou didst come,
O Lord, glory to Thee!

Kontakion of the Nativity (Tone Three)

Today, the Virgin giveth birth to the transcendent in essence; the earth offereth
the cave to the unapproachable One; the angels with the shepherds glorify Him;
and the Magi with the star travel on their way; for a new child hath been born
for our sakes; God before the ages.

Instead of the Trisagion Hymn, the following is sung (Tone One):
“As many as have been Baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia!”

Epistle for the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

Let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to Thee!

Shout with joy to God, all the earth!

The Reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians (4:4-7).

Brethren, when the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman,
born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of
his Son into our hearts, crying “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave
but a son, and if a son then also an heir of God through Christ.




Gospel of the Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew (2:1-12).
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and have come
to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem,
in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from
you shall come a ruler who will govern my people Israel.”” Then Herod
summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star
appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for
the child, and when you have found him bring me word, that I too may come and
worship him.” When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star
which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came to rest over the
place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly
with great joy; and going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother,
and they fell down and worshipped him. Then, opening their treasures, they
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

Megalynarion for the Nativity (Tone One)

Magnify, O my soul, her who is more honorable and more exalted in glory than
the heavenly hosts. 1 behold a strange and wonderful mystery: the cave a heaven,
the Virgin a cherubic throne, and the manger a noble place in which hath lain
Christ the uncontained God. Let us, therefore, praise and magnify Him.

Koinonikon for the Nativity (Tone Eight)
The Lord hath sent redemption to his people. Alleluia!

Instead of ““We have seen the true light...”, sing:

Troparion of the Nativity (Tone Four)

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the
world; for they that worshipped the stars did learn there from to worship thee, O Sun
of justice, and to know that from the east of the Highest thou didst come, O Lord,
glory to thee!




PARISH NEWS

§= | Honoring your loved ones: Please consider
_ e/~ signing up for one or more Sundays to
m pf)vidgé goly Bread and Coffee lilour.
It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to prepare
communion and to share with our parishioners at
the end of the service. What better way to honor
your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,
graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort,
and it encourages fellowship among our communi-

ty.
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Sebastian
Parents: Billy and Angela James
Congratulations!

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour

12/27: Ziad and May Sweis & Family

1/03: Ghaleb and Rita Sweis & Family

1/10: Hana Sweis & Family

2010

Please make sure you pick up your
2016 St. Mary Calendar after
Liturgy. One per family. God bless!

Epistle Reading

12/25: Fabiola Sweis & Khaled Salman
12/27: Reem Sweis & Nour Swaiss

Annunciation Bookstore
Open every Sunday after Liturgy
Monday -Friday
11:00am - 2:00pm
Please email Nader Haddad at
Naderemile3@yahoo.com with any requests.

Orthodoxy 101: The Bible o

By Fr. Thomas Hopko

For the Orthodox, the Bible is the main written source of divine doctrine since God Himself
inspired its writing by His Holy Spirit (see 2 Tim 3:16 and 2 Pet 1:20). This is the doctrine of the
inspiration of the Bible, namely that men inspired by God wrote the words which are truly their own |
human words—all words are human!—but which nevertheless may be called all together the Word of |

God.

The center of the Bible as the written Word of God in human form is the person of the Living Word of God in

human form, Jesus Christ. All parts of the Bible are interpreted in the Orthodox Church in the light of Christ since
everything in the Bible leads up to Christ and speaks about Him (Lk 24: 44). This fact is symbolized in the Orthodox
Church by the fact that only the book of the four gospels is enthroned on the altars of our churches and not the entire
Bible. This is so because everything in the Bible is fulfilled in Christ.




Online registration is at www.StMaryOC.org/sunday_school.html
OR
Register on a computer outside of the Church Gym.

December

27th - Jan 3rd, Christmas Break

January
2nd - Creative Projects Mini Camp (10-2pm)

3rd - Creative Projects Mini Camp (1-3pm)
16th-18th Creative Projects Mini Camp (1-3pm)
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TEEN SOYO NIGHTS

We welcome all teens to attend our Wednesday, Teen SOYO Nights
Every Wednesday from 6:30 PM - 9:00 PM
The first Wednesday of each month is a bible study.
We enjoy fellowship, open discussions, time in the gymnasium & homework time as well!
For more information, please contact:
Deacon Saed Rihani, Milad Sleiman, or Rima Sleiman
Deacon Saed: saedrihani6@gmail.com/ (773) 454—2191
Milad: milad.s.sleiman@gmail.com/ (630) 632 —6747
Rima: rima.saigh@gmail.com/ (708) 590— 9559
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ATTENTION

ALTAR
SERVERS!

There will be a mandatory training on
Sunday, December 27th or Sunday,
January 17th.

You must attend one ot the sessions.
A light lunch will be served.

Teams will be created and a schedule
will start in January 2016.

We are in NEED of new Altar Boy
robes. We are asking for each family
to donate 2 robes (1gold and 1purple)

tfor each child serving.

Continuous trainings will be held for the
Altar servers.

Please see Subdeacon Matthew (mrsweis@hotmail.com) or
Deacon Saed (saedrihani6@gmail.com) with any questions.



Winter Food
Drive 2015

November 8th - December 27th

Remember...42 lbs of
food will feed a family
of 4 for 3 days!

struggling with hunger

[ 1 out of 6 families are

Food Drive Grocery List:
Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta, Pasta Sauce, Jelly, Peanut Butter, Rice,
Shelf Stable Milk, Soup, Tuna, Stew, Canned Vegetables Canned
Fruit, Mac & Cheese.

Remember to bring items for the Food Drive this Sunday.
Fach Sunday School class will compete to raise the most food.

The winning class will receive a Pizza Party!

Sunday School Students should drop off their food 1items 1 one of
the carts just outside of the Sunday School’s main entrance (in the
large hall way). Fach cart will be labeled by grade.

Remembering the words of St. John Chrysostom: “It is a better thing to
feed the hungry than to raise the dead.”
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“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45

ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE INVITED TO JOIN SAINT
MARY’S SOYO AT OUR TENTH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS RETREAT!

Come get inspired and reconnected with your faith. Special sessions with
Fr. Malek Rihani, Fr. Mousa Haddad, and Dn. Saed Rihani!

What: Christmas Retreat 2015

Where: St. Iakovos Retreat Center, Kansasville, WI
When:  December 28th - December 30th, 2015
Who: All High School Students are welcome
Cost: $100 per teen

For Information Contact: Rima Sleiman at (708) 590-9559

" For Scholarships or Financial Assistance, please contact Fr. Mousa Haddad directly."

DEADLINE: December 20, 2015

$50 DEPOSIT REQUIRED
Space is Limited
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ave 3 Lives, Help Syrian
Refugees and Receive a
Free Flu Shot!!!

January 3, 2016
8:00AM - 2:00PM
St. Mary Orthodox Church

Here’s your chance to start your new year out right!
Sign up for St. Mary’s blood drive.
We will be able to donate $10 to the IOCC Syrian
Relief fund for every presented donor.
Plus you can receive a free flu shot.
Don’t miss out on this amazing opportunity!
Sign up today!!!

Angela Haddad @ 708.715.9057 or angelahaddad14@gmail.coms




pnnual General Assembly Meeting ang
Parish Council Nominations

If you are interested in nominating yourself or
another person for St. Mary’s Parish Council,
please let Fr. Mousa or Luai Sweiss know by
Sunday, December 20th. Nominations will not be
considered after that date.

Our Annual General Assembly Meeting will
take place Sunday, January 10% immediately
following the Divine Liturgy. Mark your
calendars and make every effort to attend.

Please make sure your 2015 pledge is paid in full
by Sunday, December 27t, so that you can
participate in the General Assembly.

Thanks and God bless!
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18" Annual
Midwest Diocese Basketball Tournament
Canton, Ohio
January 15-17, 2016

Division I: Ages 12-15/ Division Il: Ages 15-18 / Division lll: Ages 19-26
Friday, January 15
7 pm: Registration begins (Hotel Lobby)
8 pm: Pizza (Registration area)
8:30pm: Retreat (Hotel Ballroom)
Saturday, January 16

7 am: Morning prayers/Light Breakfast/Tournament Brackets
(Hotel Ballroom)

8 am: Basketball Tournament begins

12 pm: Lunch (at Basketball locations)

6 pm: Great Vespers (St. George Serbian)

7 pm: Banquet/ Awards Presentation/Hafli (St. George Serbian)
Sunday, January 17

8:45 am: Matins (St. George Antiochian)

10 am: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy (St. George Antiochian)

Brunch and Farewell (St. George Antiochian)

Early Registration: $50 by January 8 Registration: $60

(Includes all meals and events)

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
1118 Cherry Ave. NE Canton, OH 44704
330-455-8482 stgeorgecanton@sbcglobal.net

Hotel Information: Courtyard by Marriott
4375 Metro Circle NW N. Canton, OH 44720 330-494-6494
Group Rate: $85/night (mention St. George Canton)
Our block of rooms will be reserved for us until Jan. 3

Please Contact Nidal Haddad at (708) 691-8849 or at Haddadnidal24@yahoo.com.
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Week]g Sgnaxarion

On December 25 in the Holy Orthodox Church we
celebrate the Nativity according to the flesh of our Lord, God
and Savior Jesus Christ. God Himself is born of Mary in
Bethlehem of Judea, the city of David. The creation had
never seen a greater wonder. A cave became the dwelling of
the King of the wuniverse. On this same day, we
commemorate the adoration of the Magi. Prostrating before
the newborn Jesus, these princes of the nations prefigure the
adoration of the Gentiles. Also on this day, we commemorate
the shepherds who saw the Lord. Leaving their flocks
behind, the shepherds come with haste to contemplate Christ,
the Good Shepherd. Thus entered the world He Whose
coming was foretold by the prophets, and Who was born in
the same manner in which it had been prophesied: of a
Most-holy Virgin, in the town of Bethlehem, of the lineage
of David according to the flesh, at the time when there was
no king in Jerusalem of the lineage of Judah, but rather when
a foreigner named Herod, who sought to kill the infant
Messiah, was reigning. After many types and prefigurings,
messengers and heralds, prophets and righteous men, wise
men and kings, finally He appeared, the Lord of the world
and King of kings, to perform the work of the salvation of
mankind. To Him be glory, honor, and worship, now and
ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
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